MAGICAL CHANGES

OVERVIEW

The students will learn about the life cycle of the
Monarch Butterfly by memorizing a rhyme and by
performing it with body movements,
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3. Discuss what happened 1o ’rhe egg the caterpillar, and
the cocoon, and what will happento the butterfly. Explain
the process of metamorphosis, a process of change where
none of the stages are similar. Explain that this process is
common in insects and other animals.
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LEVELS
Grades PreK-3

SUBJECTS
Natural Sciences, Language
Arts, Art,

CONCEPTS
e Natural beauty, as expe-
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4. With pictures, compare the development of the Monarch
Butterfly with your own development and discuss the
following:

e In what way are they alike?

® |n what way are they different?
e Where was the butterfly born?
e Where were the students born?

Introduce the concept of oviparous and viviparous and deter-
mine which animals belong to each category.

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES

1. Based on the information they now have on the ife cycle
of the Monarch Buiterfly, ask them to write a story and then
act it out or draw it.

2. Have the students practice the new vocabulary: caterpillar,
metamorphosis, cocoon, change, larva, etc.

3. With art materials, ask the students to illustrate the
butterfly’s metamorphosis and set up an exhibit of the
students’ work.
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