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Most ﬂowermg plants ne anty of sun to grow and reproduce. Because

plants need sunlight tu"ﬁ'lak’é food, fﬁ’he understory of a dark, closed-canopy
conifer forest is a dlff' cult place to survive. Plants of dark forests must find
nther sources of nutrition, often partnermg with fungi that penetrate tree roots.

| In the Cascade and Klamath Mountaihs of Northern California, some of our
most Wwildflower-rich natwe"-plant communities are declining because abundant
sunllght no longer reaches the forest'floor. A century of fire suppression has
allowed conifer tree seedlmgs to survive and shade out sun- Iovmg plants.
Reducing the density of trees in the forest and creating openings can restore
wildflowers and sun-loving woody plants to their rightful place in our native
landscapes.
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This garden highlights the beauty, diversity, and value -- to humans and other
species -- of aspen groves, black oak woodlands, wet and dry mountain
meaduws and rocky serpentine plant communities.

Thmk#!.g about the natural consequences of diminishing sunlight in the forest
is a few concept for many people. We encourage you to learn more. One
good place to start is the Forest Service Celebrating Wildflowers website at
www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/.
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