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;o 3 American elm trees were once a very important part of our lowland forests.
They also kned city streets and created a gracelul canopy over roadways
These remarkable trees could live over 200 years and grew so large that
several people pining hands could not reach arcund them. Today, it is
hard to find an American elm that is larger than five inches in dameter
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0 recent decades, American eims have succumbed to Dutch
eim discase. caused by 2 fungus that is spread by elm bark
5 beetles. The beetles carry the spoces of the fungus from
P8 infected and dead elms to the branches and twigs of healthy
ool for dond o /s - ones. The fungus infects the healthy trees, which usually dee.
‘m?m: J AL The fungus also moves through interconnected roots to kill
ahe 71
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Orse s bnisaduvad 4a the W ok ot Damnchey and o4l of uigs. Sredering DY The elm tree planted here was beed to tolerate Dutch elm
Usited Sates arownd 1330 - L Mergut to sthevanis healthy el disease. While it is the same species, this tree has traits
«m“.‘::‘.':x:-‘:.::;:. , y = _""""""""':‘."'" —a that allow it to tolerate the disease. When infected. this
of wabnown engm. wes discovered 5 ¢im may lose a few branches, but will probably survive
Itev. The muwe Gggvesane Pocies il Mmiponniti and Rrow new hcallhy limbs.
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Disease tolerant American elms will naturally reproduce
 and hopefully result in increased disease tolerance in
" future generations. With time and continued research,
 this old friend may one day return to grace America’s
orests ities. e = = A
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