An Old Friend Returns

Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest

2011 Accomplishments

This project was initiated in 2010 in an
effort to reestablish American elms in the
Eastern Region. Varieties of elms, tested
and proven to be highly resistant to Dutch
Elm Disease, were planted at offices,
recreation areas, and visitor centers in 10
National Forests. In addition, participating
forests received wayside exhibits to share
the story of the Dutch EIm Disease
devastation and hopeful return of elms.

In 2011, the Chequamegon-Nicolet Figure 1. Washburn
National Forest purchased frames and Ranger District staff
installed elm wayside exhibits at the proudly display new
Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center, g“.“ exth'b't lamc:
Washburn Ranger District and Wild Rivers finceton eim free.

Interpretive Center. These exhibits are Figure 2. Visitors view
located at visible sites with moderate to elm wayside exhibit at
heavy visitation. the Northern Great

Lakes Visitor Center in
Ashland, Wisconsin.

Year Awarded: May 2011

Project Completion: October 2011

 American elm trees were once a very impartant part of our lowlard forests
They also ined city streets and created 3 gracelul canopy over rcadways
o These remarkable trees could live over 200 years and grew so lange that
several peaple joining hards could nat reach around them. Today, it is

to find an Amesican elm that is larger than five inches in dameter. Report Number: 2
Expenditures (through 10/2011): $1,126 NFN313

$1,126 Genesis Graphics, Inc.

In recent decades, American dms have succumbed 1o Dutch
m disease, caused by 2 fungus that is spread by elm bark
beetles. The beetles camy the spores of the fungus from
infected and dead elms to the branches and twigs of healthy . . N
e To (anies s s Wl s e ooy o Partners/Contractors/Coop: Genesis Graphics, Inc.
The fungus also moves through interconnected roats to kil
, other nearby elms.
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disease. While it is the same species. this tree has traits

that allow it 1o telerate the disease. When infected. this Susan B_ Nelson (71 5) 685'9983

elm may lose a few branches, but will prabably survive
and grow new healthy limbs.

_ Disease tolerant American elms will naturally reproduce
and hopefulfy result in increased disease tolerance in

S future generations. With time and continued research,
this old friend may one day return to grace America’s

Susan B. Nelson

Interpretive Services Specialist
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest
Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center
29270 County Highway G

Ashland, WI 54806

Figure 1. Interpretive wayside exhibit shares the story of hope and
return for the American elm.



