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Office of the Secretary 
Washington, DC 20250 


September 8, 2023 


THE HONORABLE JEFF MERKLEY 
Chairman 
Senate Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment,
  and Related Agencies 
United States Senate 
125 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 


Dear Chairman Merkley: 


This letter transmits the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service response to the 
Explanatory Statement that accompanied the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 (Public 
Law 117-328) directing the Forest Service to report on appraisal program improvements, 
including Service-wide appraisal and real estate policies that result in region-wide consistencies, 
timely appraisals, and collaborative partnerships. 


After 45 days from the date of the transmittal to Congress, this report will be posted to the Forest 
Service website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-performance. 


If you have any questions, please have a member of your staff contact the Office of 
Congressional Relations at (202) 720-7095. We will send a similar letter to Ranking Member Lisa 
Murkowski. 


Sincerely, 


THOMAS J. VILSACK 
Secretary 


Enclosure 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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T H E H O N O R A B L E L I S A M U R K O W S KI 


R a n ki n g M e m b er 
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D e ar R a n ki n g M e m b er M ur k o ws ki: 


T his l ett er tr a ns mits t h e U. S. D e p art m e nt of A gri c ult ur e’s F or est S er vi c e r es p o ns e t o t h e 
E x pl a n at or y St at e m e nt t h at a c c o m p a ni e d t h e C o ns oli d at e d A p pr o pri ati o ns A ct, 2 0 2 3 ( P u bli c 
L a w 1 1 7- 3 2 8) dir e cti n g t h e F or est S er vi c e t o r e p ort o n a p pr ais al pr o gr a m i m pr o v e m e nts , 
i n cl u di n g S er vi c e-wi d e a p pr ais al a n d r e al est at e p oli ci es t h at r es ult i n r e gi o n -wi d e c o nsist e n ci es, 
ti m el y a p pr ais als, a n d c oll a b or ati v e p art n ers hi ps. 


Aft er 4 5 d a ys fr o m t h e d at e of t h e tr a ns mitt al t o C o n gr ess, t his r e p ort will b e p ost e d t o t h e F or est 
S er vi c e w e bsit e at: htt ps:// w w w.fs. us d a. g o v/ a b o ut- a g e n c y/ b u d g et- p erf or m a n c e . 


If y o u h a v e a n y q u esti o ns, pl e as e h a v e a m e m b er of y o ur st aff c o nt a ct t h e Offi c e of 
C o n gr essi o n al R el ati o ns at ( 2 0 2) 7 2 0- 7 0 9 5. W e will s e n d a si mil ar l ett er t o C h air m a n J eff 
M er kl e y . 


Si n c er el y, 


T H O M A S J. V I L S A C K 


S e c r et ar y 


E n cl os ur e 


A n E q u al O p p o rt u nit y E m pl o y e r 












 
 


   


 


 


   
 


 
 


 
  


 


 


    
   
 


  
  


  
  


    
    


 


 


   
 


 


USDA Unltod SLatos 
Department of 
Agriculture 


Office of the Secretary 
Washington, DC 20250 


September 8, 2023 


THE HONORABLE CHELLIE PINGREE 
Ranking Member 
House Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment,
  and Related Agencies 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2007 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 


Dear Ranking Member Pingree: 


This letter transmits the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service response to the 
Explanatory Statement that accompanied the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 (Public 
Law 117-328) directing the Forest Service to report on appraisal program improvements, 
including Service-wide appraisal and real estate policies that result in region-wide consistencies, 
timely appraisals, and collaborative partnerships. 


After 45 days from the date of the transmittal to Congress, this report will be posted to the Forest 
Service website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-performance. 


If you have any questions, please have a member of your staff contact the Office of 
Congressional Relations at (202) 720-7095. We will send a similar letter to Chairman Mike 
Simpson. 


Sincerely, 


THOMAS J. VILSACK 
Secretary 


Enclosure 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 












 
 


   


 


 


    
 


 
 


 
 


 


  


    
   


  
  


  
  


    
   


 


 


   
 


 


USDA Unltod SLatos 
Department of 
Agriculture 


Office of the Secretary 
Washington, DC 20250 


September 8, 2023 


THE HONORABLE MIKE SIMPSON 
Chairman 
House Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment,
  and Related Agencies 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2007 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 


Dear Chairman Simpson: 


This letter transmits the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service response to the 
Explanatory Statement that accompanied the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 (Public 
Law 117-328) directing the Forest Service to report on appraisal program improvements, 
including Service-wide appraisal and real estate policies that result in region-wide consistencies, 
timely appraisals, and collaborative partnerships. 


After 45 days from the date of the transmittal to Congress, this report will be posted to the Forest 
Service website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-performance. 


If you have any questions, please have a member of your staff contact the Office of 
Congressional Relations at (202) 720-7095. We will send a similar letter to Ranking Member 
Chellie Pingree. 


Sincerely, 


THOMAS J. VILSACK 
Secretary 


Enclosure 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 









