Healthy Forests, Healthy
Communities:
Linking the Biophysical and
Socloeconomic Goals of the
Northwest Eorest Plan




¢ I he Northwest Forest Plan aimed
to provide ... a sustainable, level
of human use of the forest
resource; while; still meeting| the
need to maintain and restore the

late-successional and old-growith
forest ecosystem” .






Trends in resource and
recreation outputs




¢ Contribution of
federal timber
to the total
timber supply:
dropped from
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| Forest Products

Ia

Spec




¢ Quantity of
convertible
products sold
declined

¥ QUanNtity  off
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¢ Declines in grazing occurred on FS
ands

¢ Declines in grazing appear to have
eccurred on BILMilands, though data
are less reliable







Trends in minerals production, FS

¢ Leasable minerals production
remained: staple

¢ lLocatable minerals activity: declined;
Unknewn i a decrease in production
OCcuUrrea

¢ Voelume off salable minerals; produced
declined



Recreation




¢ Some recreation opportunities
decreased:

— Roaded recreation, passenger car
access

— Some restrictions In riparian: areas

» SOme recreation opportunities were
staple or Increased:

— Wilderness acres

— Unroaded! & nonmetorized EXPErIENCES
— DewnhillFskiing

— Recreation| residences




Jobs and Income

¢ Primary wood-products employment
decreased by 30,000 jobs between
1990 and 2000

¢ Early 2000s: FES lands supported
17,500 direct and 25,500 indirect
jops) associated with' recreation

¢ Impossible te measure jobsk and
INCOME] asseeliated WIth grazing,
MIRIRG, and special fierest prodlicts



FS contract spending declined;
BLIVI contract spending held steady




FS lost 36% of its jobs
BLLM lost 13% of its jobs




ES closed, consolidated, or
downsized 23% of Its offices;
no BLM offices closed
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Inflation Adjustedl Dollars

FS economic
assistance at

pre-Plan levels
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BLM still has
aJlTWw
program




What do these changes mean?

¢ Economic ties between forests have
weakened

¢ S In particular has reduced
Institutionall capacity, te: malntain anad
restore forest ecosystems

o New opportUnities fior Vear-round,
amily-Wage, lierest-vased jobs alé
imited



Collaborative forest stewardship




Restoration forestry — thinning to reduce fuel loads,
watershed restoration, managing road system,
controlling invasive species, enhancing fish and

wildlife habitat
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Volunteers

¢ \V/olunteerism is strong and helps
achieve forest stewardship objectives

» Many volunteers are members of
groups fromi nearby: Cities

¢ lLocall residenttsi wihor are; struggling
econemicallysarertnlikely: te
VolUuRteer

» AGEncIes must have capaciity: te
erganize; tainancrcoordIate
VOIURGEERS



Partnerships

¢ Reduced budgets and staffing have
motivated forests to pool resources
and Increase; partnerships

¢ Partners arenrt necessarily: locatedt in
OCal commURIties

¢ Recreation and restoration are
PEdinninG ter FEplacer timveras an
arenal fior local collaboration




Challenges

¢ Requires local capacity and resources
on the; part of the partners

» Agency. culture; change required —
netion that ES can| de; the work best
by itself

¥ Incentives ior creating local jobs te
2 CCOMPIISIAFWOIFK



Opportunities

¢ Increases community awareness of:
and interest in forest management
ISSUIES

¢ Invelves local residents in forest
stewardship, bullding ties between
communities, nearby. ferests), and
ddENCIES

o Providesiioecal jobr opportlnities

v lLinkstPlant biephysicaliand
SECIOECONEMIC goals



