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P.O.Box 3623
Forest Service PacincNorthwest Region 1220SW Third Avenue(97204)

Portland, OR 97208-3623

File Code: 2670 Date: March 8, 2019
Route To:

Subject: UpdatedRegionalForester'sSpecialStatusSpeciesList

To: Forest Supervisors

This letterofficially updatestheRegionalForester’sSpecialStatusSpecies(RFSSS)list, which includes
federally threatened, endangeredand proposed, and Region 6 sensitive species(Enclosure 1).
Collectively, these speciesare referred to as“Special Status Species.” The updated list renects 00111111611125
received from the forests in responseto the March 7, 2018 email requesting review of the draft updated
list. This letteralsoinformsandissuesmanager’sdecisionto removestrategicspeciesfrom the
Interagency Special Status/Sensitive SpeciesProgram (ISSSSP).

The ISSSSPand development of the Special StatusSpecieslist are proactive approachesfor meeting our
obligations under the Endangered SpeciesAct (BSA), the National Forest Management Act, and our
Nationalpolicy asstatedin ForestServiceManual(FSM) 2670andtheUS. Departmentof Agriculture
Regulation 9500-4. The primary policy objectives are to recover federally listed and proposed species
and, for sensitive species,to ensurethat actions do not contribute to a loss of viability or causea
signincanttrendtoward listing undertheBSA. Theeffectsof anyactionauthorized,funded,or carried
outby theForestServiceona federallylisted,federallyproposed,or sensitivespecieswill beanalyzedin
a Biological Evaluation or project NEPA analysis. The criteria for determining sensitive status for a
speciesareenclosed(Enclosure2).

All enclosuresareavailablefor downloadfromtheISSSSPwebsiteat
http:/fwww.fs.fed.usfr6/smw/issssp/agency-Lolicyf.The list will remainstaticuntil thenextupdate
(normally about three years), except for changesrelating to BSA status. You will be notined whenever
BSA-related changesare made (for example, if a speciesbecomes federally proposed or listed as
threatenedor endangered),andthesechangesbecomeeffectiveimmediately. Similarly,newly designated
federalESAcandidatespeciesareimmediatelyconsideredsensitivethroughouttheRegionwherethe
Speciesis suspectedor documentedto occur. For all federallylisted,federallyproposedandRegion6
sensitivespecies,eachforestis responsiblefor trackinganychangesin occurrencestatus(documentedor
suspected)on their unit and reporting those to Regional Ofnce staff. These changesbecome effective
immediately for all relevant land managementactivities.

The updated RFSSS list included in Enclosure 1 will apply to all projects initiated on or after the date of
this letter. Projectsinitiatedprior to thedateof this lettermayusetheupdatedRFSSSlist transmittedin
this letteror theRFSSSlist thatwasin effectwhentheprojectwasinitiated. For thepurposeof this
letter,“initiated” meansthat a signed,dateddocumentsuchasaproject initiation'letter,scopingletter, or
Federal Register Notice hasbeen completed for the project.

Field unitsarestill requiredto utilize theprocessestablishedfor identincationandvoucheringof
bryophytes, lichens, fungi, invertebrates, and vascular plants. Specinc information on how to package,
label and mail vouchers is provided on the ISSSSPwebsite at
htt ://www.fs.fed.us/r6/s nw/issss linventories/identincation.shtml.
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