
The Geologic Story of Pagosa Country 

Timeline 
The geologic timeline below is calibrated in 5-million-year blocks of time. The rock profile shows the geologic 
formations as diagrams using conventional symbols:  
Circles and dots represent gravel and sand (sandstone and conglomerate);  
Curved or angled dashes mean ripples or dunes (sandstone);  
Horizontal dashes mean mud and clay (shales);  
“Bricks” mean calcium carbonate layers (limestone);  
Triangles mean volcanic rock (lava or ash layers);  
Random dashes indicate igneous rock (granite or basalt);  
Steep or vertical profile edge means a cliff or very steep slope on the rock outcrop (hard or protected rock); 
“Stairsteps” mean layers of rock forming caps or ledges (very hard or resistant rock); 
Sloping profile edge means a shallow or low slope on the rock outcrop (soft or easily weathered rock) 
  
Gaps in the rock profile mean that there was no rock deposited during that time period, or else the existing rock 
from that time period was eroded and removed during later time, leaving no rock record in this area.  
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