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Magdalena Ranger District is comprised of four separate
and distinct mountain ranges in southwest New Mexico.
They are the Datil, Bear, San Mateo, and Magdalena
mountains and total nearly 800,000 acres of national
forest land. Elevations range from 10,700 feet on South
Baldy in the Magdalenas to under 6,000 feet in the
southern portion of the San Mateos.

History

The Magdalena area,
like much of New  [Beea
Mexicoisrichinhistory.  runa Park

[ Magdalena is named for | Cibola National Forest
| This large land area with varying elevations contains a woman whose profile can be seen on the face of Magdalena mountain. This town | ﬂéB OsunaemNﬂﬁ 1;_1;1,15;111!801’{
’ many different vegetation zones and settings for a wide originated as a rail head to ship ore from the Kelly and other nearby mines. Ore and | - uﬁ:ﬁguﬁbs) e
variety of uses and activities. Water is scarce and yet a livestock were shipped by the railroad. In active years, the Kelly mines produced
‘ diverse selection of wildlife is present. Roads and trails ; nearly $60 million worth of gold, lead, silver, zinc, and copper. When the mines were Mt. Taylor RD e
‘i provide reasonable access to mestareas year-round, with depleted and trucks replaced the railroad for cattle shipment, the railroad was 1800 Lobo Csa%%n Rd. 1;1.0‘ Gake =
Grazing Resource | snow hampering access in the upper elevations during removed. The old train station is now Magdalena town hall. ! Ejsrg;biswﬂsa.é (505) 9472990 ?
| : . : 2 2 2
J winter and early spring. e The old mines at Kelly and Rosedale are still popular places for rock hunters; some Magdalena RD, Sandia RD
3 | £ : e - e a2 i Cor its zi Box 45 11776 Hwy. 337 South
LlVCStOCk lucky hunters still find Smithsonite, a mineral valued for its zinc content. The Kelly area Magdalena, NM 87825 Tijeras, NM 87059

is the only place in the United States where Smithsonite is found. Fool’s gold and other 7 (575) 854-2281 (505) 281-3304
ore samples are more readily found. The Magdalena Mountains provided timber and
firewood for Fort Craig on the Rio Grande, when it was operated as a military outpost
Scaled (Blue) Quail from 1854 to 1885. Mark Twain’s brother raised livestock at the base of the San Mateo
‘ mountains. There are many legends told about the area and the old timers event held
annually in Magdalena the weekend after July 4 is an excellent opportunity to come
in contact with story telling, yarn spinning, and the flavor of the old west.

Livestock has historically played an
important role in the area and |
continues as an important industry |
today. Approximately 8,000 head
of cattle graze on the district each
year. This industry provides many
jobs and all or part of the income
for about 40 local ranching families.

| Cibola National

San Mateo Fall Colors

Grazing allotments are managed FO?"QSI'
according to plansjointly developed Recreation and B
by the ranchers and Forest Service. Magdalem Ranger District

Wilderness

Many recreation opportunities
exist throughout the district.
The primary recreation
available is the dispersed,
primitive, unconfined acres for
the adventurous visitor:
backpackers, day-hikers,
hunters, photographers, horseback riders,
etc.; however, 5 small campgrounds are

These plans consider and seek to
enhance the watershed conditions,
wildlife habitat needs, and
recreation demands. Rangeland
conditions are improved by this
careful management while the local
economy is maintained.

oce’r Guid

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discimination in all Wild]j_fe available for the less adventerous forest
its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, natiopal origin, age, e B . . A . visitor. There are almost 200 miles of
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familialstatus, parental Magdalena Ranger District is home to a diverse populat10n of wildlife Species maintained foot and horseback trails. These

status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, pplitical beliefs, that is seldom exceeded in the Southwest. Game animals include blLle, | trails are described in detail in a hlkmg
reprisall or Becnuse all or part of an individuals income is dgrived from any Gambel’s, and Mearn’s quail, Abert’s squirrel, Coue’s whitetail deer, mule guide available from the district office. The
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply t¢ all programs.) deer. Roc M 3 H ’ e ’

ountain elk, black bear, bobcat, cougar, Merriam’s turke 20 mi s ;
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for tommunication I'OI'; h kY tel d A i N : i g " includ ttont yi 550 miles of roads are maintained for hlgh‘
of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact p g QEEl o e (?pe’ £ 2 Ja¥s 1[13 on-game Species Inc ‘l] I clearance vehicles. The Withington and
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY). To file a rabbits, blacktail jackrabbits, prairie dogs, coyotes, and a multitude of small

- { Apache Kid wildernesses offer solitude
complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, {ffice of Civil mammals, reptiles, and birds. Raptors range from the small Kestrel falcon to |

conplaat of dincrimination, ) USDA, ¢  pre of ¢ o - el 1 ‘ and a true wilderness experience. Volunteer -
ights, ndependence Avenue, SW, Washington, DI 50-9410, e majeslic golden eagie. I i iti
or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TTY). U§DA is an equal | and partnership opportunities are used (o

Wildlife Resource (American Kesirel)

enca's G rs

opportunity provider and employer. This list is not gll—inch%sive. There is an abundance of creatures on the | assist the district in maintaining trails and New Mexico 7991, Revised 2010
Magdadena district, suffice to say that hunters, outdoor photographers, bird | developed sites, and in improving wildlife Forest @ Service
watchers, and all who enjoy wildlife will find numerous opportunities here. | habitat. Cover Photo: Vick's Peak )

United States Department of Agricutture
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SITE FACILITIES

Camping
Picnicking

t

Drinking Water

indicates that activity is fully accessible.

For example:

indicates restrooms are accessible

L2

S| SiteName || = |>| | >0N|5|  Facilities Special Information
59, S g ‘E| 3| of Use >
Pl Sl o |85 &
€8 | WaterCanyon | E3|6800{ 16| 1 | Mar-Nov| 14| | Group Unit limit 30 persons -
€3 | Bear Trap C418000| 4 | O |May-Sept|14
3| Hughes Mill C4{8000| 2 | O | May-Oct | 14| =
| springtime D6/ 7000| 6 | 0 | Mar-Nov | 14 o ar e o
63| Luna Park D6/7400| 3 | 0 | Mar-Nov | 14| —
(5)| Datil Well B3/7600| 22| 1 | Yearlong | 7 |(INNE B E BLM; Group Unit limit 50 persons b

FACILITIES LEGEND == ko

Restrooms a Trailer Parking A blue symbol in the recreation facility table
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National Forest Boundary
State Park Boundary
County Boundary
Wilderness Boundary
Interstate Highway
Primary Highway
Secondary Highway
Improved Road, Paved
Improved Road, Gravel
Improved Road

Trail

Ranger District Office

Forest Service Administrative Site

LEGEND

Interstate Route

U.S. Route

State Route

Forest Route !
Recreation Site, Forest Service
Recreation Site, BLM

Point of Interest

Cibola National Forest Land
Adjacent National Forest Land
State Park Land

National Wildlife Refuge

Indian Reservation Land




