WEST VIRGINIA 2020 Forest Health Highlights

The Resource

The West Virginia landscape is dominated by more than 11.8 million acres of forest. Due in
large part to its varied topography, the forest is a rich diversity of oaks, hickories, spruce, pines,
and the WV State Tree—sugar maple. Ninety percent of all forests in West Virginia are
privately owned, but there are 8 State Forests, 36 State Parks, 109 Wildlife Management Areas, 2
National Forests, 4 National Park Areas, and 2 National Wildlife Refuges which all provide
public enjoyment.

Forest Stewardship

The Forest Management Program is administered by the West Virginia Division of

Forestry. The intent of the program is to help private, nonindustrial forest landowners improve
their forests by managing them in a sound, scientific manner. Within this program, the Forest
Stewardship Program offers a forest management plan written by a professional forester based
on the landowner’s objectives. Other programs, EQIP and CREP, provide financial assistance for
recreation, forest improvement, soil and water protection, wetlands protection, fisheries habitat
enhancement, wildlife habitat enhancement, tree planting, and improvement of forest roads.

Special Issues

Gypsy Moth Programs

The objectives of the West Virginia Department of Agriculture (WVDA) Gypsy Moth Program
are to continue to minimize the adverse impact on forest resources, preserve aesthetic values,
protect people from the annoyance and health problems that can occur when in contact with large
numbers of gypsy moth caterpillars, and slow the spread of gypsy moth by reducing populations
on the advancing front.

GYPSY MOTH QUARANTINE

West Virginia currently has 44 counties regulated and considered generally infested by gypsy
moth. The WVDA regulates the movement of articles out of these counties into non quarantined
counties or states. There were no new counties quarantined in 2020.



GYPSY MOTH REGULATORY
There were no regulatory insecticide treatments in West Virginia in 2020.

Staff visited 97 sites to investigate the movement of articles capable of transporting the gypsy
moth into non infested areas. Areas visited included Christmas tree sales lots, plant nurseries,
mobile home dealers, campgrounds, firewood producers, interstate weigh stations, log yards,
sawmills and relative trade shows.

GYPSY MOTH POPULATION

West Virginia’s gypsy moth population in 2020 is low in most areas of the state. The
extremely wet weather of the past two springs continue to keep the population low.

GYPSY MOTH COOPERATIVE STATE COUNTY LANDOWNER PROGRAM (CSCL)

WV DA Staff are currently responding to landowner requests and completing surveys on
forested lands in West Virginia to determine areas at risk for gypsy moth defoliation
and/or mortality in the spring of 2021. Staff are currently using 1/40-acre plot surveys to
determine areas at risk and plan to have surveys completed by late December.

The WVDA did not conduct any treatments in the Cooperative State County Landowner
(CSCL) Program in 2020.

The CSCL program covered three quarters of the state in 2020.

GYPSY MOTH STS (Insecticide Treatments)
There were no larval insecticide treatments in the West Virginia STS area in 2020.

STS MATING DISRUPTION APPLICATION (Pheromone Flakes)
There were no mating disruption treatments in West Virginia in 2020.

STS SLOW THE SPREAD TRAPPING PROGRAM
In West Virginia, the Action Area covered approximately 3,782,928 acres, while the 5k and 8k
Monitoring Areas covered 5,903,688 acres. The 2k and 3k base-grids were set using delta
traps. Milk carton traps were used within the 5k and 8k Monitoring Areas. A total of 3914
traps were proposed across West Virginia and a total of 3,901 traps were set. The WVDA
trapped 28,991 male moths in 2020 compared to 35,001 in 2019. The highest catches being in
Nicholas, Webster, Greenbrier, and Fayette counties.
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Table 1. 2020 Slow the Spread (STS) trapping breakdown

Grid Proposed Omits Set
Regulatory 8 0 8
2K 2630 9 2621
3K 749 3 246
5K 300 0 300
8K 227 1 226
Totals 3914 i3 3901
Project Boundary Proposed Omits Set
STS Action Area 3379 12 3367
STS Monitoring 527 1 526
Regulatory 8 0 8
Totals 3914 i3 3901
Trap Type Proposed Omits Set
Delta Traps 3387 12 3375
Milk Cartons 527 1 526
Total 3914 13 3901




Forest Health Protection Programs

Walnut Twig Beetle Trapping

Fall trapping for the walnut twig beetle, the vector of thousand cankers disease, was completed
and samples screened. Thirty-two traps were set and monitored for 4 weeks. The traps were
focused around wood product industries, campgrounds and parks. Traps were serviced every
week to two weeks depending on the amount of rain that fell during the trapping period. Samples
were processed and screened by the and the Cooperative Forest Health Protection Coordinator
with the WV Department of Agriculture. Samples screened to date are negative for the walnut

twig beetle.
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Oak Shot hole leaf miner
Oak Shot hole leaf miner was also reported in some areas of the state.
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Spotted Lanternfly

Spotted Lanternfly has been found in two WV Counties, Berkeley and Mineral. Visual surveys are still
being conducted through the fall.

Hxxk
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Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA)

Hemlock woolly adelgid can now be found in 52 WV counties. In 2020 HWA was detected in Doddridge
county for the first time. WVDA continued to treat high-value and high-visibility infested hemlocks with
Imidicloprid by inserting CoreTect tablets into the soil, and trunk injections; 1658 hemlocks were treated
on state lands in 2020.

Previous release sites of L. nigrinus were monitored for predator survival and impact on HWA.
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Beech Leaf Disease

WVDA surveyed for Beech Leaf Disease and established seven long-term monitoring plots in areas of
high risk and abundant beech resource. BLD was found in Hancock County in the Northern Panhandle of

the state.
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National Plant Protection Laboratory Accreditation Program
Personnel from the WVDA, Plant Industries Division, Plant Pathology Laboratory participated
again in the National Plant Protection Laboratory Accreditation Program (NPPLAP) at the
United States Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Plant
Protection and Quarantine, Center for Plant Health Science and Technology (USDA-APHIS-
PPQ-CPHST). The WVDA Plant Pathology Laboratory personnel were accredited in 2020 to
perform validated diagnostic tests for Phytophthora ramorum (causal agent of sudden oak

death).

Morg%
Berkeley

Jeffers@h
Hampshire

Hardy

® Survey Sites

55 beech leaf disease surveys as of 9/28/2020

50 Lakin Castillo
Miles WVDA PID







Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		WV_2020_FHH.pdf









		Report created by: 

		Denise Binion, Visual Information Specialist, denise.binion@usda.gov



		Organization: 

		USDA Forest Service, Forest Health Assessment and Applied Sciences Team







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

