Forest Health Highlights
Vermont
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The landscape of Vermont is dominatetluch of Vermont s privately owned, with improved health has been a generally low stress
by its forests. They form the basis for it¢ach individual landowner determiningperiod for trees; with weather conditions
culture and economy. Covering nearly geppropriate uses for their forest land. Publifavoring good growth and a lowincidence of

percent of the state, forests provide martgput in;]o Iiand r.nana}?ertnent istrrlaintaine?ajor insector disease outbreaks.
i rou anning efforts on state owne
opportunities for use by humans. Ye pe%ty.pThe Stgte of Vermont currentlySugar maplesvere generally healthy in 1997,
recentconcerns have focused onfores 7 .
limited resource. Balancing th owns nearly 290,00Q acres qfland,whlch ias they have been for the past nine years,
a i X } 9 anaged for recreation, wildlife, timber, ancéccording to Vermont data collected for the
economic, social and ecological uses ¢ksearch, among other uses. Over the patirth American Maple Project. Occasionally
forests has brought into question ou2 yearsthere has been a 35% increasefere are sites where sugar maple is not
current and future plans for sustainablghe acres acquired as State Forests, as thigorous. This year some woodlots were
forests. people of Vermont have sought ways taiagnosed with sapstreak, a disease affect-
protect natural resource values. Currentiyg trees through root wounds or recently
In 1996, the Forest Resource Advisorptate Forestsinclude 18,500 acres of Statett stump surfaces, causing rapid tree

Council determined that the rate of hea\,PlaturaI Areas, with 180 acres of old growttulecline.

cutting was increasing across the state. figrests. With an eye towards future land

study was conducted and concluded thgi?

nservationinVermontand Conserva- Maintaining healthy and sustainable forests
the rate of heavy cutting had increase nPlanis pres_en;ly being developed tdoegins with maintain_ing alive(se tree
S : rectland acquisition efforts by the state speciepopulation. While the major propor-
significantly inthe last20years. Anew law tion of species that make up our forests are
to limit heavy cutting was added to thex Forest Resource Plafior Vermontis  generally healthy, some species, often the
books in 1997. Its purpose is to worlgurrently being developed by the Departiess abundant species, are suffering from
toward sustaining the forest environmentnent of Forests, Parks and Recreation. Thépecies-specific declines. Butternuttrees are
plan will shape our future forests bybeinginfected with butternut canker disease,
« 77% of the state is forested deve_quing a vision of desi_rgd futureofwhich there_arg no known cures. Flowering
(4,544,400 acres) conditions. The desmed cond|t|qns focuslogwood, WhICh Isarare speciesin Vermont,
on the following topics: a society thathas been infected with dogwood anthra-
Out of the forested area: valugs forests,.forest-based/sustained eQROSe. White ash has a variety of maladies,
« 97 3% timberland nomic prosperity, forest ecosystem healtfincluding ash yellows. Black cherry has been
forest stewardship, planning and policyshowing signs of a current decline.
land ownership and conservation, recre-
ation, education and outreach, and rdaurbanand community foreststree health

e 2.7% non commercial

Major Forest Types search. problems are generally due to planting the
wrong type of tree for a given site or the use
62% ForestHealth ofimproper planting techniques. Planting the

4% A statewide survey dfiardwood tree right tree in the right place, planting it

healthhas shown a general improvementorrectly, and providing a mulch ring to
over the last 10 years. There has beerpeeventinjury frommowing greatly improves
reduction in the number of acres showinghade tree survival and long-term health.
significant numbers of dead trees, from

14%
10%

W sprucef/fir (14%) 14,000 acresin 1986 to 1,000 acresin 1996.
Ow hite/red pine/hemlock (14%) Likewise, individual tree health hasimproved
Bother (10%) from 78% of trees healthy 10 years ago, to

northern hardw oods (62%) 89% of trees healthy in 1996. One reason for




Beech bark diseaséhas been increasing, and dying trees were observed
Special Issues cont. throughout the stat®oplar leaf blight was heavy and widespread again last
year on balsam poplar. Some damage was also observed on quaking aspen, but

High elevation forest health continuesnjury was only light. An unusualsh defoliationproblem was detected on
to be of concern. Tree healttover twenty sites in southern Vermont. The cause is unknown. Further
monitoring of high elevation forestsevaluations will be made in 1998White pine weevil damage was very
shows above normal numbers oprominentin 1997, causing the terminal twig to be girdled on many conifer
dead and dying trees. Adversespecies. While thisis nota serious health problem to trees, it can greatly devalue
weather conditions and shallow soil¢rees for future log quality.
susceptible to drought predispose
these forests to attack by secondai§urveys are conducted annually at 16 locations around the state to detect
organisms. Data sharing through thevidence of ground levekone injury to sensitive plants. Ozone injury was
Vermont Forest Ecosystem Monitorfound at eight locations, mainly in the southern and western counties. No
ing Program allows further evaluatiorsymptoms of ozone injury were found during other ground or aerial surveys.
of possible causes for poor health.

Two regionally significangxotic insectsare not currently found in Vermont,
Forest Stressors theHemlock Woolly Adelgid and theAsian Long Horned BeetleHemlock
Many of the major forest insect pestsvoolly adelgid is currently attacking, and in some cases causing serious declines
caused little to no defoliation in 1997 of hemlock, as near as northern Massachusetts. The Asian long horned beetle
Birch leaf miner damage was muchis being eradicated from parts of Long Island New York.
lighter than in recent years, with
substantial damage observed only ifihe Januaryt998 ice stormseverely impacted the hardwood forests of the
Addison County. Gypsy moth state. Aerial sketch mapping surveys of damage estimated the total affected
populations remain depresséidple area to be 943,000 acres, with an estimated 344,000 acres of severe damage.
leaf cutter caused isolated spots olmpact assessment and recovery assistance to communities and private
severe damage in southwesterlandownersis currently underway.
Bennington County, and some heavy
damage in Caledonia and Orange lﬁ
Counties. Pear thrips numbers in
emerging buds were higher than seen
in many years, but only light to
moderate damage was seen, mostly
in the understorySaddled Promi-
nentwas more common last summer
than in recent past, although no
significant defoliation was observed.
Spruce budwormpopulations were
lower than in the last few years, and
no defoliation was reported.

Foliage diseases of fir were more
common in 1997, caused by moist
summer weather.Delphinella tip
blight of fir was widespread and
caused heavy damage to one
Christmas tree plantation. It also
caused symptoms on naturally grow-
ing balsam of all sizeRhizosphaera

needle biightof firwas also foundto

be much more widespread tha

Ice Damage Areas
inVermont
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identified as a problem on naturall — Forestty

growing firs of all sizes as well as
plantation trees.




