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FLAME AND RUIN
THE FIRES OF 1910

ERAEAS

PHOTOS BY RICH LANDER:

within the Great Burn area proposed for designation as wilderness, The wilgfower in the foreground Is vellow buckwhsat

) ’ . S r!chl@rspokesman_
In the backcountry south of Superior, Mont,, Upper Siamesea Lake lies against the Idaho border in the Lolo National Forest. The lake is

Many seek to set apart
Great Burn landseape

By Rich Landers
richi@spokesman.com, (509) 459-5508

he 1910 fires - and significant wildfires that
followed into the 1930s ~ had a devastating hand in
bestowing new life on rugged portions of the
Bitterroot Mountains.

The landscape was so thoroughly blackened in
some areas between Lookout and Lolo passes that
loggers turned their attention elsewhere while nature
gound anew canvas for blending its palette of flora and
auna. o

Fires had essentially banked a reservoir of wildness
eventually recognized by national forest managers.

And as the land has gradually been rediscovered by
recreationists, a decades-old debate smolders over
proposals to designate roughly 275,000 acres along the
Bitterroot Divide and the Montana-Idaho border as
the Great Burn wilderness.

See GREAT BURN, A5

Dave Cook, of Spokane Valley, backpacks into a
roacless and trailless portion of the Great Burn.
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Roughly 275,000
acres straddling the
Montana-fdaho
border have been
recommended for
wilderness:

designation since the
1980s.
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FLAME AND RUIN
THE FIRES OF 1910

Modern firefighting tactics owe much to insight gained .u -

from the 1910 fires, and from the policies that followed -

By Becky Kramer
beckyk@spokesman.com, (208) 765-7122

Katy Melun works the North Zone of
the Coeur d’Alene Interagency
Dispatch Center at the Coeur d’Alene
Airport, coordinating lookouits,
firefighters and agrial tankers to
answer any fire calls in the area.

Could the Big Burn happen again?
. Absolutely, says Mark Finney, a
research forester at the Rocky

- Mountain Research Laboratory in
‘Missoula.

The-death toll of 85 would
probably be lower. Modern
firefighting emphasizes safety,
weather forecasts are more
sophisticated, and better
communication alerts rural residents
when wildfires are headed theirway.

But the events that triggered the
1910 fires were largely natural
phenomena. It’s possible that 3

ne hundred years after the nation’s largest wildfires blazed
across the Northern Rockies, blackening hillsides as far as
“the eye could see, the question lingers:

‘ave cold fronts and winds, .., We
have ignition factors. ... Al of the

" 1910 fires as a history-shaping event.

million acres ¢ould burn again, witlhy
the majority of the land torched
within 48 hours, Finney said.

“We have droughts today. ... We

factors are still there.”
Other researchers have studied the

Photos of ruined landscapes and ashy . CHRISTOPHER AMDERSON chnsa@spokesman,con{
streams rallied public support for the Hundred-year-old cedars that burned in 1510, called “ghost cedars.” line the road to Moon Pass. ‘

U.S. Forest Service, a relatively ) .

unpopular federal agency at the time
Charred snags stand as haunting reminder

It’s called the Valley of the Ghosts, The loss of the shade cover from
and it contains the hulking snags of mature trees prevented young cedars
cedars burned by the 1910 fires. from taking root after the fire. Shrubs

Swarnpy cedar bogs surrounded filled in the open ground. When the
the North Fork of the St. Joe River Forest Service replanted cedars in
before fire swept through the area. the area, gophers ate the roots, killing

“Normally, these sites are way too the new trees.
wet to sustain significant fire,” said Today, the snags are surrounded
Jason Kirchner, a spokesman for the by brushy willows, alder and wild
Idaho Panhandle National Forests. roses. Swallows dart through the
The fact that they burned illustrates thickets. .
the fire’s intensity. ) Some of the ghost snags have fallen

“Some of the trees were estimated over. Others still point skyward.
at 500 years old,” Kirchner said. “The “They're a dramatic reminder on
fire decimated a centuries-old forest the landscape,” Kirchner said.
that's not going to grow back.” Becky Kramer

See FIRES, A6

Ahout this series
A century ago, what's still khown as
the largest forgst firg'in U.S. history
burned 3 million acres in the Inland
Northwest; leveling-entire towns and
kitling at least 85 people. Today's
repert, which continues on Pages A6
and A7, is the final installmeént in an
eighi-part print and web series about
the fires and their legacy. Find
extensive coverage online at
spokesman.com/1810fire.




FLAME AND RUIN
THE FIRES OF 1910

PHOTOS BY CHPISTOPHER ANDERSON ch
rony the top of Moon Pass looking southeast, the forest has recovered from the Brg Burn. In August 1910, most everythmg in this photo was burngd to the ground;

. Series fineup

> Sunday: What happened during the fires of 1910, and why they matier

» Monday: A look at the Route of the Hiawatha, which penetrates the
heart of the Big Burn area

» Tuesday: The search for, and radiscaovery of, the Pulaski Tunnel

> Wednesday: The men whe fought the fires

> Thursday: First-perscn historical narratives and stories of survival

> Friday: Two wild and raucous towns, wiped off the map by the fires

_ > Today: A Great Burn Wilderness waits for approval

» Sunday: The | legacy of the fires, and why a Big Blowup could happen

again in the Inlznd Northwest
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FLAME AND RUIN
FHE FIRES OF 1910

“They didn't think that Sen. Heyburn (right)
deserved to have the park named after him.
But without him, we wouldn't have this park.”

Fon Hise
Heyburn State Park manager

|

FILE The Spokesman-Review

Plummer Creek flows through the wetlands at Heyburn State Park. The park is the oldest in idahe.

Senator was known for oppoémg ﬁ—:dﬂ al land

By Becky Kramerk
beckyk@spokesman.com, (208) 765-7122

History doesn’t shed a kindly
light on U.S. Sen. Weldon
Heyburn, a Wallace mining
attorney and strident foe of the
Forest Service. |

An irascible man, Heyburn
once stopped anorchestra in
midperformance beeause he
didn’t like a song it was playing.

Healso denied avoung

constituent 2 debate prize
because “he does not seem to
have learned enough to be a
Republican.”

‘While other Republicans
backed the eight-hour workday,
child labor laws and other
progressive catises, Heyburn
said companies had the right to
hire workers of any age and

“keep them toiling from sutiup to

sundown, His law practice
represented timber and mining
interests. On their behalf,
Heyburn reserved a spec1a] spite
for Teddy Roosevelt’s new
forest reserves.

-Federal forests, Fleyburn said
m newspaper editorials, were

“an expensive, useless burden to
the public,” according to “The
Big Bun,” a history of the 1910
fires by Tlmothy Egan:

* After the fires burned more
than 3 million acres, killing 78
firefighters, Heyburn argued
that big wildfires were the
result of public ownership.
Under private ownership, he
said, the fires wouldn’t have
spread.

Heyburn’s contermpt for
federal land is well documented.
So it’s ironic that Mount

. Hevburn a 10.000-foot nealin_

sent one of their own to

“ Washington, D.C.

At the Capitol, Heybum
became an ally of Montana Sen.
William Clark, one of that

“state’s “Copper Kings.” In 1907,

Heyburn tried to block - -
Yresident Theodore Roosevelt
from creating new.national
forests in the West, He put an
amendment on a spending bill
that kept Roosevelt from
de.sxgnati.ng’ new federal
forestland without
congressional approval.
Roosevelt had a week to sign
the bill. Before he signed it, the

'presl_dent added 16 million acres

to theinational forest system. An
apoplectic Heyburn threatened
to cutoff'agency funding.
Heyburn’s skirmishes with
Roosevelt and Forest Service

COEUR
U DTALENE

~4N®‘IAN
RESER‘VATION

Hise, park manager. “But
without himj. we wouldi’'t have
this park.”

Heyburn's disdain of public
tands didr't extend 16 maticnal

_ parks, which ke saw 25 vehicles
- fortourisss-develapment, #1

want in Iddho 1:)n,e_nat_ir)n:»;i
park,” he twid his Senate

. colleagudes in March 1903,

“Heyburnnever speiled ou
‘vhat sort of nationsl park
expected ta develop, but 1t
seemed highly probable that he
anticipated a
turn-of- the—ceﬁmry }‘each
resertand genteel summer
resort for exéiirsionists,”
according to a park history:

Wealthy Spokaneé and Coeur
d’Alene residents already visited
the avea for fishing-and .,
picnicking
too concérned about 5 Parf; for
conunon, everyday working
folks,” Hise said. “He was
looking #t 2 high-endsesort?

Congress established the
park; but-themembers didn't
support hational park status for

_the area. Heyburn réluctantly

acceptad a compromiss that
allowed the stateof Idaho to
buy the land for $11,400.

During its early vears,
Heyburn State Park functioned
like a resort, with four bars and.
restaurants on site. Visitors
stayed at 300 rental cabins.

1n 1990, the park was
reclassified from a “recrestional
park”to a “natural park,”
reflecting shifting public
expectations. The park still has
cabin sites, but the bars are
gone. Contemporary visitors are
looking for a natural experience,
IFiomancd
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Stephen Pyne,
fire historian

By Becky Kramer
heckyk@spokesman.com, (208) 765-7122

Stephen Pyme, a history professor at
Arizona State University, has written
_extensively dbout the 1910 fires. His books
include “Fire in Arerica” and “Year of the
Fires,” which describe how the nation’s
largest wildfire shaped the Forest Service's
perception of fires for decades to come.
Wildfire, Pyne says, “bécame a hostile
force to be fought to death.” That view
prevailed for more than 30 years, until the
Forest Service’s founding genération retired.
Pyné’s interest in wildfires and fire policy
"grew out of the 15 summers he spent as a
firefighter on the Grand Canyor’s North
Rim. - R
We caught up with him at a Society of
American Foresters meeting in Wallace.
Here is an edited wersion of'the interview.

Today we take'a nuanced view toward
= witidfires. They're seen 4s a natural,
though somietimes destructive part of the
landscape. Why did-so many early figures,
meluding Gifford Pinchot, want to éradicate
wildfitests v T o . -

‘Wildfires were deliberately set on the
w frontier to clear land; It was like the
burning of the rain forests<in the Amazon or
Indonesia - that was what the U.S. was like
at the thme, In the North Woods area
around the (Great) Lake states, they ran a
train in and logged it and bugred it

Now, we have almost a fire famine in
some places, but. other areas we have d feral
‘ﬁnledthat iised to be tame and now has gone
wild.

& How did the 1910 Fire influence the
@ Forest Service’s fire policy?

They weren’t able to spend 10 years
= working through their decision
because of the suddenness and shock of the
Big Burn. It was sort of a 9/11 for the Forest
Service. They're throwing firefighters into
the caldron. They’re dying and the agency is
tranmatized.

Your books talk about the role that

s & Gus Sileox (chief of the Forest Service
from 1933 to 1939) played. How he helped
solidify the agency’s firefighting mission.

& For Gus Silcox, the memory of the

w fires was very acute. He had written
an article, published in November 1910, that -
the lesson of the fires was that they were
wholly preventable. Now, he’s chief. For
several years, they have a series of
énormous, record-setting fires in the
backcountry. They haven’t been able to do
very much because they didn’t have the
money to build road and trails and staff
them. S0 you have this fire occurring sort of
in the domain of the 1910 fires that looks
like @ replay on a smaller, less lethal scale.
He decided te re-fight the fires. '

That decision didn’t come without
& debate. '

No, Silcox actually convenes a

B conference with some of the best fire
minds in the Forest Service. They meet in
Missoula, Elers Koch of the Lolo National
Forest, a veteran of 1910, got up and said,
“You know, the land is worse.off than wheén
we took it over. We'te not going to stop
these fires and we’re doing a lot of damage
by trying to do it. We're building roads and
lookouts in places where we shouldn’t. -
We're yust destroying the c¢haracter of the
place in the name of fire control.”

But the “put all fires out” view
prevails.

ﬁ Silcox opts for what becomes known
= as the 10 a.m. policy: Control by 10
o’clock the next morning following the
report of the fire. If you failed to do that,
then you would plan for 10 a.m. the next
day and the next day until you got it.

It was a simple mission; it was clear; it

_ was easy to understand. It was

administratively convenient. Tt said, “This is
how you will be judged.”
It was the same year we adopted Social
Security. There was one, universal standard.
(The Forest Service ended the I0 a.m. rule
in 1978.)

In hindsight, what kind of fire policy
should they have adopted?

What we needed was a mix of things.
% m We needed to be able to control fires.
We needed-to be able to light them at the
right times and places. We probably needed
to be able to back off and let fires have
50Me TOOM.

I think that’s what would have happened
in the absence of something like the Big
Burn, because they would never have had
the money or the pelitical will at_a.high
enough level to commit to firefighting.

Stephien Pyne palises at the head of the trafl
‘leading to the Pulaski Tunnel sulside viaiiace.

Q-AMD-A

CHRISTOPHER AHDERSON Chirisa@spokesman.com
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- : — Photos by NICOLE NOLAN
Fhe 1910 Fire Commemoration Processicn made its way through Wallace Saturday at 11 a.m. Represantat_ives from the U.S.
“orest Service, U.S. Department of Lands, Buffale Soldiers National Mussum, Coeur d’Alene F?reﬁghters Pipes and Dr_ums
nd Shoshone County Fire Districts marched in the procession in remembrance of the Great Fire that devoured the Silver
Yalley 100 years ago. T T

5

By NICOLE NOLAN
Staff writer =~ -

WALLACE -+ ‘Ghosts
of Fires Past’ could he
felt in the strong wind
making its way through
the streets of Wallace on
Saturday, catching in the
clothes and hair of resi-
dents and visitors alike
who gathered to com- [,
memorate the great 1910
Fire,

“Heroes were born,
loved ones were lost
and history was made,”
County Comumissioner
Jon Cantamessa said

Saturday, summing up the

impact of the 1910 fire.
People of all ages
lined the streets of
Wallace for the 1910 Fire
Commemoration proces-
sion, with the emotive
notes of bagpipes sound-
ing off the start of the
route through Waliace
shortly after 11 a.nm,

- Coeur d’Alene honor

guard bearing the United
States flag and the {daho
state flag protected by
two shiny pulaskis led
the procession, followed
by representatives from
the U.S. Forest Service,
Idaho Depariment of
Lands (IDL), Buffalo
Soldiers National
Museum, Coeur d’Alene
Firefighters Pipes and
Drums, Kootenai County
Fire and Rescue and
Shoshone County Fire
Districts.

The commemeorative

As a finai presentation during the 1910 Fire Ceremony, three planes few over the
of Wallace dumping red, white and blue water to com
who fought the flames.

procession also featured
horses and mules from
the U.S. Forest Service
Northern Region Pack
Train and a variety

of trucks and red fire
engines.

Following the
parade, commemora-
tion organizers found
themselves with a larger
crowd than expected.
Attendees spilled out
from the 500 chairs
set up in the Wallace
Visitor's Center parking

lot'onto the surround-
ing lawn as Cantamessa
took the stage to lead the
1910 Commemoration
Ceremony.

Cantamessa noted that
it is not customarily so
windy in Wallace, but that
it was fitting for that par-
ticular day, before intro-
ducing various dignitaries
attending the ceremony.

“We have a vibrant
community,” Wallace
Mayor Dick Vester said.
“We nwe a lot to the resil

ience and fortitude of the
citizens and firefighters of
that time.”

Gov. Butch Otter made
an appearance, stressing
the importance of forest
health projects and their
ability to create new jobs,
new energy and foster
the growth of healthy
forests.

“Our history is young,
it's still forming, it’s
still taking shape,” said
“The Big Burn” author
Timothy Egan. “This little

— Photo by Diane Reifer
hills to the north

memorate 100 years and the lives of those

valley is a monument to
a very special time and
extraordinary people.”

He elaborated to say
1910 was the first time
the entire nation had
come together to fight
fire as President William
Taft deployed forces an”
resources to fight the
“Big Blowup.”

“We have now given
those dead the honor they
deserved.”

see FIRE, A3
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from A1

U.S. Forest Service
Fire and Aviation Director
Tom Harbour followed
to say that “death and
destruction had joined
hands and visited
Wallace” on Aug. 20 and
21in 1910. .

“I'm a Forest Service
firefighter and I'm proud
of what we do,” Harbour
declared. “In my biased
estimation, we are the
best wild land firefighters
i the world.” ‘

With the Coeur d’Alene
Firefighters Pipes and
Drums providing a fitting
background, the colors
were posted and the new
Firefighter Memorial, was
unveiled.

As a final tribute to
wrap up the ceremony,
three Idaho Department
of Lands planes flew low

Jsover the hills to the north

of Wallace and released
red, white and hlue water
above the stark, green
trees.

“It’s soberingto
reflect,” said U.S. Rep.
Walt Minnick after the .
ceremony. “It’s also appro-
priate to comment on the
fact that it was a catalyst
to modérn forestry, mod-
ern firefighting and recog-
nizing that forest resouré-
es need to be managed,
can be managed.”

He added that 100
years later the Silver
Valley is as productive
and beautiful as it was
before the 1910 Fire.

“It’s a hopeful and an
optimistic commemora-
tion as well as a sober
commemoration of loss
and devastation.”

Minnick added that
active forest management
is a win, win, win situa-
tion as it creates more
jobs, establishes healthier
forests and decreases the
risks of catastrophic fires

— Photo by NICOLE NOLAN

The 1910 Firefighters Miemorial is unveiled
during the 1910 Fire Commemoration Ceremony
Saturday to the sounds of the Coeur d'Alene
Firefighters Pipes and Drums. The new memiorial
stands at the Wallace Visitor’s Center as a
reminder of the human toll of the 1910 Fire.

sitch of the magnitude of
the 1910 Fire.

Forestry is an evolving
science, and the good fire
years followed by bad fire
years can wreak havoc on
the U.S. Forest Service's
budget. Minnick said a
bad fire year could force
the U.S. Forest Service to
borrow from the future
and cripple its abilities in
other areas for that year
and succeeding years.
Within Congress he said -

they are working hard for
the U.S. Forest Service
to have a dedicated and
independently funded
budget for firefighting.
U.S. Senator Mike
Crapo added that an
annual issue within
Congress is congressional

- funding for firefighting.

Congress never gives
the U.S. Forest Service
and the Bureau of Land
Management enough
funding so as to elimi-

nate their need to route ceremony, a fitting state-
funding away from other  ment to set the tone for
projects during a heavy

fire season, according to

Crapo. He hopes that in

the near future they will

create a more robust bud-

get for firefighting that is

less dependent upon con-

gressional changes.

" “The beauty of life,

the beauty of tomorrow,

is that we can still make

a happy ending to this
story,” Harbour stated
poignantly during the

not only Saturday, but the
next 100 years.
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 Fire hero Pulaski among those in Forest Cemetey

By DAVID COLE With his trusty firefighting 2, 1931. The “count” was writtes ~ Wallace. At one point, Pulaski

Hagadone News Netwdrk Pulaski Toel at his side, Coady at the request of Pulaski’'s wife,  -drew his pistel and threatened

" recounted the events of Aug.' 20  Emma, to honor her husband, to shoot anyone who tried to run
COEUR d’ALENE — Ed and Aug. 21, 1910, when millions Coady said. : from the tunnel in panic.

Pulaski, 2 hero of the 1910 Fires, of acres of forést burned and Pulaski is best remembered “I think i the fire [ was the

-appeared at his gravesite Sunday. about one-third of Pulaski’s then- for saving more than 40 firefight- . only one to draw my revolver,”

Well, actually Forest Service  hometown of Wallace burned. ers during the “Big Burn” by said “Pulaski.”
historian Steve Coady of Eugene, Coady also discussed the role hiding them in a mine adit, now The Coeur &’Alene Public Li-
Ore., in costume and acting as the young Forest Service had in  called Pulaski- Tunnel, as the brary partnered with the city parks
‘Pulaski, appeared at the hero's  responding to the fires thatyear. raging firestorm left them with  department to offer the tour.,

gravesite during a tour of the Pulaski’s headstone reads: no escape on the side of a steep

histmjc Forest Cemetery here. Count Edward C. Pulaslkd, Feb. mountainside about 3 miiles from seer CEMETERY’, A3

DAVID COLE/Hagadone News Network
Forést Service historian Steve Coady dresses the part of Ed Pulaski, hero
of the 1310 Fires. Coady, playing Pulaski, told those on a historical tour

of Forest Cemetery of the “Big Burn” and what it was like o be in the
fiedgling Forest Service 100 years ago this month, Pulaski is buried at the
cemetery.

CEMETERY owiowsmas -

from A1

The cemetery, at 1001
Government Way, was
first owned by the U.S.
Army from 1878 to 1901.
It was used by Fort Sher-
man troops. The remains

to Spokane in 1901 when
Fort Sherman was closed.

The federal govern-
meit deeded the original
one-acre parcel and sur-
rounding 19.7 acres to the
city of Coeur d’Alene in
1905.
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from A1 various other grants. the trail is visible imme- trailhead a guest register
In 2004 the Pulaski diately upon approaching and donation box was
e Project Committee even the trail head on Forest installed.
at eﬁrglﬁgoi? %I'Ilitse ggtgf received :_ipproxima.tely Service Road 456. What Inforrr.lational plaques
the trail in July 2008 to S.298,000 in appropria- used to be a gravel area made o_f 1mpregnat_ed
discover artifacts from tons throggh Idaho Sen. to pull off and parlg has p_on_'celam guide trail
" the Au g. 20 and 21, 1910 Larry _Cr'mg’s ofﬁce. been trans:formed intoa visitors through.Ed.ward
fire so th ey would Jnot ’ “This is a national small parking area com- “Big Ed” Pulaski’s jour-
treasure here,” See plete with a rest room. ney to safety during the

be disturbed by devel-
opment in the area as
the renovation project
entered its final stages.
“Deep in the heart of
this project is a crisis in

explained, estimating - The first bridge of the 1910 Fire. The instal-
that renovations totaled  trail was brought in pre- lation of the placard at
almost $1 million. The fabricated, lowered into  the Pulaski Trail head,
use of helicopters'was ™~ place by cranes. Safety  which cost approxi-
enlisted by the US# °  measures were taken as _ mately $20,000, marks
the memory of the for- Forest Service, Whlie fencing and rock walls jche last of the planned
ests of the Northwest.” materials and labor were were created along the improvements to the
’ funded by the Pulaski trail. Pulaski Trail.

;?;qe%?%iligggg’.ﬁﬁléasm - Project Committee. All At the final destination “It {the plaque) was
191{) Fire elevat.e d fire efforts went to restoring - of the Pulaski Trail a rec- a product of near con-
. the d1gmty and artistry i i {

- reated adit was installed stant warfare amongst
protection fo a No. 1 of the Pulaski Trail and  at the mine entrance, fol- ourselves,” Roizen admit-

By NICOLE NOL AN nig of an eﬂort to take the %gféé?g:ﬁlii t%itu -S. its hlstory._ . lowing the archac::ology ted. Roizen laughed ﬂ}at
 Staff writer , trail back and launch it into - now he worries politics The money and lgbpr study. Cable fencing was  the nap of‘the Pulaski
: v national fame as a histor- and conflicting views that went.‘;}}t_o revamping repairéd and near the Trail highlighted on the
. WALLACE —TIttook  callandmark, may be getting in the o
eightyears, butinthat' - - In cooperation with . way of maintaining
time the Pulaski Trailhas the US. Forest Service, healthy, growing forests.
undergone renovations . the Pulaski Project “Retelling the story from -
“that have transformed it -  Comiriittee worked to ’ the beginning is a way | plaque breaks major the Pulaski Project
from a neglected, washed clean up the trail, install to draw attention to'what rules in cartography Committee as they
out trail to the ‘historical, bndges erect inforina- we need to do.” as the map had been now move to discuss
_tiational landmark com- tional signs and redesign Funding that made rotaied for west to take  possible projects for
memoratmg the 1910 Fire the trail head and the des- the Pulaski Project . the place of the north the future. Proposed
itistoday. - tination loop; As simple as - possible was made - : direction. Every photo-  projects include every-
& Although the ﬁnal - this may sound, the proj- - available through vari- | graph used and every thing from creating bro-
| picce oﬁ the Pulaski Trail - ect lasted years as grants ous grants from Idaho | bit of text written on the chures and trail main-
renovation fell into place  were written, cooperation Parks and Recreation, | : completed plague had tenance to the creation
after the centennial com- was sought and aconsen- . the U.S. Forest Service, - been contested, as all of a Pulaski/Modern
memoratior, it completes sus reached regarding - the Inland Northwest involved in the design Firefighter statue and
the visual storyboard of every detail of the renova- - Community Foundation, ) were in search for a per- city signs highlighting
) 4n event remembered tions. the Idaho Community fect finished product that the trail
as a time of heroism and “The committee con- Foundation, the Frank would persist through - According to Roizen
- N gléange for the U.S. Forest sisted of movers and A Morbeck Community the decades, as it was and See there are always
— Photo by NICOLE NOLAN  Service, shakers interested i Foundation, Inc. and hysically built to do. - improvements that can
Pulaski Prﬂlect Director Ron Roizen, right, peints out the iatest .+ . The Pulaski Trail 31ts saving the trail andlgr& ; P Si‘71?‘0r a% intents and _beI;nade, maintenance
improvemenits made to the Pulaski Trail as part of the Pulaski Project = - mostly on private land and  sérving a nationial gem,” purposes, it’s finished,”  to be continued and new
along with Pulaski Project Presiderit Jim See. at left. The Pufaski Project  had been left for Mother explairied Pulaski Projéct . See said. “Tt’s one of the ideas to be implemented.
Committee began the planning stages of conserviig the trail in October = Nature to reclaim. A gath-  President Jim See best trails-interpretive “This is really the
2002, and eight years later the final element has fallen into place to . ering of citizens an Oct. 31, ’ trails in the United product of consensus
complete the Pulaskl Trall renovations. 2002,'marked the begin- ‘ see PULASKL, A4 States.” and mutual historical

However, this does appreciation,” Roizen
not mark the end of said.
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F ire committee raffles off Jee

L — Fhoto hy NICOLE NOLAN
The 1910 Fire Co : n ommrttee han d over the keys Thursday to their specially
decorated Jeep Wranglert raffle winner Brian Kliesen of San Antonio, Texas. Pictured from left:
Linn Reese, Brian Kliesen, Forest VanDorn, Shoshone County Fire Protection District l Fire Chief
Dale Costa, Jim See, Dave Smith Motors General Manager Eric Smith, Kjeli Truesdell of the Idaho
Department of Lands, John Specht and Denise Vuncannon.

a hand in the.1910 Fire

. Commemoration ¢om -

mittee raffle for the c{)’rﬁf—
memerative Jeep.
The name on the
winning raffle ticket
-—- Brian Kliesén; a

: permanent—seasonal

employee of the 1.8,
Forest Service.
Kliesen, of San An-
tonio, Texas, arrived in
Wallace on Thimrsday, to
accept keys to his new
2010 Jeep from. ﬂie 1910
committee. The 1910)
Fire stimulated mon

the U.S. Forest Serwce,
and of 475 raffle tickets
sold a U.S, Forest Ser-

vice employee had been |

selected. Fate had most
certainly intervéned to
honer the significant
events of the service in .
years past angd the men
and women who make:
up the service in the
present and future. |

The idea for the
raffle originated within
the mind of Forest Van-
Dorn, 1910 Fire Com-
memoration Committee
member.,

' wﬁgure out ways to make

g SWlth the Smiths atDave'
€. pIayed:—
_tie wids-able to transform

“the-ald-of the déa
- and fellow 1910 Fir

:the 1910 F1re event

“We were trymg to

ot ¢ conversmg

Stith Motors i Kel]og' '

" ‘his idea into reali

Commemoration cof-

‘mittee nmembers.

The red, hard-top
Jeep Wrangler-had been
painted by Dave Smith

- Motors'te' "feature black

shaded flames on the
hood and sides of the
vehicle, Large stickers-
on the rear passenger
windows also help.. "
spread the word ¢

Motars for $20,000: Tt

local car dealership had

shaved off approximate-
ly $3,500 from the price
tag to aid in the profit- .
ability of the fundralsmg

raffle.

- “We Had a late start ”
VanDorn said, estimat-
ing that the committée
made a couple thousand
dollars in profit from’
the raffle to go toward
the 1910 Fire Memorial.
“Had we thought about

proprlate winner

. 1t early on it wouid have

been better. But it was a
good promotional thing
to get people inter-

ested (in the 1910 Flre

,1910F1re J eep owner

before the drawing. He

“had been following the

1610 Flre Commenio-

‘Fation-events clogely:
. upen readmg “The Blg
Burp” by thi

commumty websﬂze iR
able to attend personally
“due to his active status
asan Army reservist.
- “Thigisa very

i af e"tlcket “Tp’s reaﬂy :
i 'thatwe asan -

b ’L?fle 1_910 Fire

a defining moment
-2t (déveloped) the
Forest Service into the
a'gency» that it is today.”

- -He described U.S.
Forest Ranger Edward
Pulaski as the epitome
of what he considers to
be the ultimate forest
ranger. .

“He’s the c]ass1c

John Wayne versmn ofa

forest ranger,” Kliesen

said..“We, as an agency,
need to get back to our
roots.”

Kliesen had only bought
‘hisraffle ticket the day

body

 When he recelved a-
phone message the day
after purchaSmg the —

that of dishelief. He O~
tacted VanDori and re-
alized that he had in fact
won a Jeep al,though he
joked that his wife may
not believe m until the
Jeep is sitting in their
driveway. . :
Although the 191() .
g ommemoratmu ‘
" events were in Aupust
and the Jeep raffle has
drawn to a-closé, the
1910 Fire %mmlgt;e\e\ s
continues work collect- °

- ing lettérs afrd memora-

hilia to prﬁicm&:lglp

Fire Mé orial time /
capsu ) .
Qhéo‘ﬁid\hke any-
that'has any let-
tersor famlly from that

time period with memo-
‘rabilia t¢ copy and

put it in the capsule,”

VanDorn said. The com-
mittee already has video
footage of the 1910 Fire

- Commemoration events
“from August and will

add information regard-
ing the Jeep raffle to the
capsule, .

Items will be collect-
ed for the time capsule
until August 2011, when
the capsule will be
sealed for 100 years.




