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FIRE

from A1

before it was all over. fW
Twenty years earlier in one of the most hlstonc
Wallace, in July 1890, ~  sites of the 1910 Fires. -
most of the structures in Pulaski planned o - . ;galena ore.

downtown Wallace were  round up his crews on the ' See-said the Hole: goes
burned after a fire started  divide and head back to - about 200 feet'into th
in a hotel. Wallace, See said. Pulaski

! Many of thebuild-  © knew they ¢ouldn’t hol

ings in town were wood . back the fires hicaded for
strictures then, and after  them from the south.

the 1890 fire- most were He and 45 men headed
‘ replaced with masonry  past Lake Elsie and on
construction. _ toward the West Fork
In 1910, “Everything . of Placer Creek. On the
east of Seventh Street,’  ‘way down oné of the mien-
with the exception of - died, possibly killed by

Providence Hospital Was® ~ one of the trees that fell
burned,” McReynolds - . in the winds and fire or
said, - * lagged behind and was -
The Wallace Tlmes caught by flames; See

3

ﬂeemg east and West as .

! Hi:
. the waves-of a firestorm

was the first to light, - stricken. .

he said. Burning tree ’Trees Were explodmg

_bianches and other-debris like Romaﬂ {
fell from the sky, startmg?“

the fire,” ’ :

efl Were panic

age total was sald to be $1 .

! million at the time.
’ ~ One man died try-- :
; ing to save a pet bird. . They were box d'in
Numerous larsie dead dar S ; . . : Another man died in. the “The citizens of
~n fomalt 4 the Ghost C dg - Fe uary and March, w1th Coeur d’Alene Hotel; - Wallace mighthave seta
own loeally as the LxhostLedars, almost no rain. April-was McReynolds said: . backfire,” Seé said. “The

— stand ina wetlands area along the
North Fork of the St. Joe River.

It's a graveyard for the cedar
trees, which were 300 to 500 years -
old when they burned in August
1910.

Those fires affected many in North
Idaho, Eastern Washmgton and west-
ern Montana. .

" Atleast 85 people died in the fires |
that swept through the mountains of

The". * hot, too, with temipera- : ! - While Wallace was ~ crew was freaking out:
‘stand of  turesin the 80s, said john partially spared,i the town The sound of the fire'is
“Ghosts Amonson, former director of Grand Forks, South of roaring and smoke is. adlt, along Wlth two hors-:
Cedars”  of the Wallace District Mullan, was completely -~ choking” them. - -es, Pulaski-tried to keep
.shags Mining Museum. T burned. Mullan was bare-  With Wallace blocked  the flames and.smoke out
litter the By that summer, heat ly saved by residents who by a monster wall of ~  with blankefs and water
landscape lightning began to strike . started backburns. " flames, they decided to ~ from inside. Fire reached
along .  mountainsides, start- - . Seven miles away from * seek safety in theWar . .the tunnel just as they
Moon ing numerous wildfires, . Wallace, by trail, upon ¥ - Eagle adit, a mining =~ .. made it inside.:

Pass - Amonson said. There was the Big Creek Divide, term meaning portal. “Heat, s smoke, and gas
Road 1o rain in July. ‘ Pulaski was losing his They quickly found they 'from the fire was too

those states. M'ogst of the dead were about Jim McReynolds, the . voice hollering to round  wouldn’t be able to reach  much for many of the

U.S. Forest Service firefighters. The 10 miles  current museum direc- o up his crew amidst the =~ the War Eagle because of men, whe fell uncon-

final toll could have been as high as north of  tor, said nearly a third of fire noise and galeforce  the flames — it wasjust  scious. He'd ordered the

130 dead. Avery. Wallace would burn winds, said James See,  too far down the ravine.  men to lie face down. 17T A

IEBARas A president of the Pulaski - Thev settled for When someone decid- P
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.historical site

ax and g'rubbing hoe -
tool, This has since been
accepted as the standard
firefighting tool of the

. Forest Service. In his

. honor, the tool carries hlS*
* ‘mame, Pulaski, The orlgl—
-nial Pulaski Tool.is at the |
~Wallace District Mmmg
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“street who were.

~fight ,ﬁre o Amonson
tsaid. s

« Pulaski hunself had

100 percent suppressmn !

toward wildfire. The i irony
. is that policy has created :
a threat of more cata-
strophic fires because of

the build-up of fuels. 7

ave hiad died over~ " thé Forest Setvice in -

et to:It-was this P

‘night Ofthe 45men he "
“started with, 39 survived
the ordeal. Both horses
died. The men were
burned and injured, their
clothes and shoes were
burned and torn, and they
were covered in mud and

1908, as a forést ranger

on the Coeur d’Alene

“‘National Forest. He

retired from the Forest
Service in 1930. He died
in 1931, and is buried in
Coeur d’Alene at Forest
Cemetery.

More scientific
research into wildfires |
also was driven by the. !
fires. :
The Forest Service -
itself says the catastrophe:
in its early, fledgling years
was its “trial by fire.” .

None

of the
headstones
that
encircle the
1910 Forest
Firefighters
Memorial
in St.
Maries §
have birth
dates listed
on them
and a few
of those
buried
were
unknown,

JEROME A,
POLLOS/Press

CEDARS

from A1

Woodlawn Cemetery
in St. Maries is the final
resting place of nearly
60 firefighters, and many
of them died Aug. 20 at
Big Creek and Setser
Creek.

Several communities
and miles of railroad infra-
structure were destroyed.
Most of the destruction
occurred in a firestorm
on Aug. 20 and 21, often
referred to as the “Big
Blowup,” which burned
nearly three million acres
.of forest. Nationally, an
‘estimated five million
:acres of national forest
buined during the 1910
fire season. State, private,
reservation, and other
lands also burned.

"A third of the boom-
ing city of Wallace was
burned, and the towns of
Mullan and Avery were
barely spared. Avery had
250 people living there in
1910.

Today, the Ghost
Cedars are grayish, some

6 to 7 feet in diameter
at the base. Some rise,

branchless, from massive
bases to long fine spikes
at the peak. Those broken
near the base are black-
ened inside where the

heart rot of the trees were didn’t survive, Kirchner

scorched.

Thie river rushes and
gurgles throtugh the
bottom wetlands where
the cedars stand. Dense
sedges and shrubs grow
in muck near-the stream.
Moose bed down where

. they ¢an find dry patches

of ground.

There are several hun-
dred of the Ghost Cedars
stretching for about a
mile along the river.

They aren’t the only
cedar snags still standing
as remnants from those
fires, but “this is the area
where they’re most vis-
ible and easy to find,”
said Jason Kirchner, a
spokesmian for the Idaho
Panhandle National
Forests.

If they weren’t cedar

they likely wouldn’t be
standing today,

Still, despite the
strength of the wood,
“There are less and less
(standing) every year,” he
said.

Ii took tho_usands of
vears to grow the cedar
forest, he said. A raised
water table, gophers that
like to eat young trees,
and frost keep cedars
from repopulating the
valley bottom. The U.S.
Forest Service tried to
plant cedars, but they

said,

About e1ght species
of irees grow on the
hillsides above the valley
bottom. The hillsides look
much the same as they
did in 1910, he said.

“That valley was a
hub of activity, between
logging, railroads, and
mining,” said Kirchner,
“There were a lot more
people in the woods back
then, compared with
today.”

The Forest Service
says that historically, in
an average summer, the
river bottom wetlands are
too moist to carry a forest
fire — even if the sur- -
rounding hillsides are dry
enough to burn.

Butin 1910, the old
ceflars in this bottom did
burn. The severity of the
drought and the heat con-
ditions that year made it

- possible.

A fire of the magmtude
of the Big Blowup burns
everything in its path with
great intensity, the Forest
Service says. There was
nothing fire-resistant that
SUDNEr.

Living cedar stands
might one day take root
again in this valley bot-
tom, Kirchner said.

“But not in our life-
time,” he said.
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 12, 2010

Pulaski’s
1910 hike
will be

re-enacted

On Aung. 20, 1910, US.
Forest Ranger Edward Pulaski
gathered 45 firefighters on a
ridge above Lake Elsie near
Kellogg. He intended to lead
them to safety from the great
fire down the west fork of
Placer Creek to Wallace. Upon
meefing fire coming up from
‘Wallace, he directed the men
to reverse-direction and hasten
to the Nicholson mine in an
atternpt to save their lives from
certain death. Pulaski saved all
but six of his crew.

The route Pulaski and his
crew followed is registered as
the Escapeway on the National
Register of Historic Places.

This Saturday, on Aug. 14,
2010, a new crew of 45 hikers
will re-enact this 100-year-
old historic flight to safety as
part of the commemoration
program of the 1910 Fire
Committee.

The re-enactors will gather
at Wallace Jr./Sr. High School
for transportation to Lake
Elsie. At the lake, they will fol-
low Forest Service Trail 106

one mile to the ridge where

[

Pulaski assembled his des-
perate crew. The hikers will

| then follow the St. Joe Divide

Trail 16 two miles to the con-
vergence with the West Fork
of Placer Creek Trail. They
will follow heritage trail 38,
down one mile to the Pulaski
Tunnel loop. The loop is the
destination point of the Pulaski
Tunnel Trail, which continues
thence down to Moon Pass
Road and Wallace.

After lunch at the loop,
above and across the creek
from the Pulaski Tunnel, the

_crew will hike another two

miles down the Pulaski Tunnel
Trail to the trailhead, which
is located one mile south of
Wallace. From the traithead
the group of distresséd and
blackened re-enactors will
march toward Wallace into the
Wallace Hospital site at First
and Cedar, and thereafter con-
tinue on to the Wallace Depot.
‘The march into town will be
-between 3 and 4 p.m.

The public is invited to wit-
néss and encourage the march
into town along their route, at
the hospital site and at a recep-
tion at the Wallace Northern
Pacific Depot.

The re-enactors were select-
ed based on an application
form offered at the 1910 Fire
Committee Web site at www.
firecoop.org. A waiting list of
additional re-enactors wiil fill
vacancies, if any, of the original
group selected. Applications
are now closed.

‘The seven mile re-enact-
ment hilke is nne svent in =

The seven mile re-enact-
ment hike is one eventin a
series commemorating the
1910 fire. Other upcoming
events include a speech at the
Wallace Elks by Stephen Pyne,
author of “Year of the Fires” on
Thursday, Aug. 19; a speech
by Rocky Barker, author of |
“Seorched Earth” and a film
by George Sibley “Ordeal by
Fire” on Friday, Aug. 20; and
a parade and dedication of the
1910 Fire Fighters Memorial
and a speech by Tim Egan,
author of “The Big Burn” on
Saturday, Aug. 21. .

The Wallace Melodrama,
Mine Tour, the Wallace
District Mining Museum and
Huckleberry Festival all have
events planned for the com-

1 memoration. Further informia-

tion may be found at www.
firecoop.org.
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On Friday, Aug. 20, and Sat-
urday, Aug. 21, the USDA Forest
Service Idaho Panhandle National
Forests will hold commemorative
events remembering the 100th
anniversary of the Great Fires
of 1910, and the sacrifices of the
firefighters and communities.af-
fected by the fires. Eventsin St.
Maries and Wallace wifl rernember
the weekend of the “Big Blowup”
in 1916 when southwest winds
whipped up nitmerous fires burn-
ing in Idaho and Montana creating .
a fire storm of more than 3 million
acres in just two days. The fires
killed 85 firefighters and burned
numerous small towns including a
third of Wallace. This historic event
contains many tales of heroism,

_tragedy, loss and redemption. The

Idaho Panhandle National Forests
invités the public to attend the com-

- memorative events.

On Friday, Aug. 20, the Forest
Service and the community of St.
Maries will rededicate the grave
site of 54 firefighters who lost
their lives in the Big Blowup. The
ceremony will take place at Wood-
lawn Cemetery and will include a
procession led by bagpipes and an
honor guard, local boy scouts, wild-
land firefighters, the Ninemile Pack
String with remarks from state and
local elected officials, U.S. Forest

Service Fire and Aviation Manage-
ment Director Tom Harbour and
author and historian Dr. Stephen
Pyne. The rededication ceremony
will begin at 3:30 p.m. Guests to
the event are encouraged fo arrive
early. The U.S. Forest Service and
the St. Maries community will also
sponsor a No Host Community
Dinner served at the Nazarene
Church, Friday at 6:30 p.m. The
keynote speaker is Bob Muich, a
national-and international leader in

fire management. His talk will be .

followed by a performance by the
Fiddling Foresters.

On Saturday, Aug. 21, the For-
est Service and the community of
Wallace will hold a commemora-
tive ceremony dedicating a new
monument to the firefighters who
lost their lives in the Great Fires of
1910. This larger event will include
a memorial procession of fire
trucks, firefighters and an honor
guard through the community
of Wallace ending at the Wallace .
Visitor’s Center. Following the
procession a dedication ceremony
will take place at the visitor’s center
including remarks from local, state
and federal elected officials, U.S.
Forest Service Fire and Aviation
Director Tom Harbour, and author
of The Big Burn Timothy Egan.
The processicn will begin on the

~ Events to remember1910fireé

east side of Wallace near Exit 62 of
Interstate 90 at 11 a.m. The dedica-
tion ceremony will begin at the visi-
tor’s center at 12:30 p.m. followed
by a water drop from an airtanker
on the hillsides above Wallace at
approximately 2 p.m.

The procession and memorial
dedication in Wallace on Aug. 21
caps a series of community-and
Forest Service supported com-
memorative events taking place -
in the Silver Valley, Visitors to the
area in the week before the memo-
rial dedication can enjoy a wide
variety of commemorative events
including evening talks by Dr.
Stephen Pyne and Timothy Egan. ~
Additional opportunities include
hikes along the Pulaski Trail and
the premiere of a new documentary
film by George Sibley titled “Ordeal
by Fire.” For tickets, pricing, and
reservation information please visit
the Shoshone County Fire Preven-
tion Cooperative website at http://. .

firecoop.org, or call (208) 784-0821.

Forest Service commemorative
events on Aug. 20 and 21 in St.
Maries and Wallace are free to the
public. For more information about
the Great Fires of 1910 including

" photos, historic accounts of the
fires, and schedules for commemo-

rative events, please visit http://
www.fs.fed.us/r1/1910-centennial/
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By RONALD BOND
Staff writer

A néw exhibit conunemorat-
ing the 1910 Fire was unveiled , |
Friday at the Route of the ™ -

Hiawatha, the latest such ex}ﬁbit .

sef up on the trail and an Impor~
tant one with the 100th anniver-
sary of the blaze commg ﬂext

weekend* -, ‘

: Close to 40 people were -
on hand for the ceremony, in

“which members of Superio
Ranger: District, local hlstorl
societies dnd firefighters uicg
ered and offered brief explan
tions of six. mterpretlve panél
about the fire, communities,
and people. )

“This display that you see
before us today talks about th
personal stories of individual

. people and communities tha‘
* éxperiericed the 1910 fire,” gai

“It’s an imporfant, significant,

. happened "

circle, explains a different agpect -
* of thé fire. One focuses on the
-+ fire itself. and how it spréad.-

Sharon Sweeney, Dlstnct Ranger '
of the Superior Ranger District,”

. historical event that occurted,
and #'s. 100 YRArs : ago that ﬂllS all:

Each panel iz the display, .
whicly is set tp in kind of a half-~

Another focuses on ﬁreﬁghters "

latest exhibit.

see EXHIBIT, A3 the 1910 fire.

impact of it in history
1nc1ud1ng the towns,

terrain and people

that were lost and the

heroes who saved so

EXHIBIT

from A1

“We received a, -
200-photo collection
from a member of the
family that helped
build this Route of
the Hiawatha,” she
said. “Our goal is to
share them with the
public.”

" She said the dis-
play will give visitors
to the trail an oppor-
tunity to understand
why some of the ter-
rain contains “dead
snags in the forest”

_and the importance.

of the tunnel just

‘a ways down from
the East Portal trail
head.

) “Many people were
saved by being in the
train inside the tun-
nel,” she explained.

It will also be a
way to teach visi-
tors who may not
know about the fire
the importance and

many lives.
“It was a large,
traumatic event in this

-piece of the world,”

Sweeney said.
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FLAME AND RUIN
THE FIRES OF 1910

CHRISTOPHER ANDERSON  chrisa@spokesman.com

WALLACE TODAY | Theforest has lon§ since recovered from the fire of 1910. This view from the town
water tower fooks downhill toward the west and shows the path of the fire that destroyed more than one-third of the town.

Fire commemorations

Idaho and Montana

communities are planning

events for the 1910 fire

anniversary. For a longer list,

visit www.fs.fed.us/r1/1910-
centennial/events-links htmi. ,

Coeur d’Alene

Public Library

What: “Ordeat by Fire,”
documentary film by George
Sibley, 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. today.
Stephen Pyne, author of “Year
of the Fires,” speaks at 7 p.m.
Wednesday.

. Cost: Free

Where: 702 Front Ave,, Coeur

d’Alene ‘ '
More information; (208)

768-23i5

The Historical Museum
at Fort Missouia

What: "When the Mountains
Roared,” an interactive exhibit
on the fire

When: 10 am.to 5 pm.
Monday through Saturday;
noonto 5 p.m. Sunday. Exhibit
runs through Jan. 1, 2012
Where: Bldg. 322, Fort
Missoula, Missoula

Cost: $3/adults, $2/seniors,
$1/students, $10/family

More information: (406)
728-3476, www.
fortmissoulamuseum.org

Wallace

Mining Museum

What: “Ed Pulaski.and the 1910
Fire”

When: Through Oct. 31, 9 am.
tc5pam. daily -

Where: 509 Bank St., Wallace
Cost: $3/adults, $1/children 6
and older, free/children 5 and
younger

" More information: (208)

556-1592, www.,
wallaceminingmuseum.org
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compared only to the “roar bf
Niagara Falls,”

The noise was a deafening
combination of 60 mph gales,
colossal fire-driven updrafts, and the
clamor of hundreds of trees
cracking, snapping and slamming
against earth. One witness said it
sounded like being in the midst of
“heavy cannonading.”

" 'Some caine to call it the Big .

" Blowup. Others called it the Big
Burn. By any name, it was easily the
biggest forest fire in the Inland
Northwest’s history — actually the
biggest forest fire in U.S. history

A century ago this week, 3 million
acres of North Idaho, Montana and
Washington forest were turned to
charcoal in two wind-whipped days.
The towns of Taft, Haugan and -
DeBorgia in Montana, and Grand
Forks and Falcon in Idaho, were

destroyed. One-third of Wallace was
obliterated. At least 85 people died.

One hundred years after the fact,
the fire still burns in the nation’s
imagination. The event has recently
spawned a mini literary genre, with
two excellent books published in the
past decade alone, Stephen Pyne’s
“Year of the Fires” in 2001 and
Timothy Egan’s best-selling “The
Big Burn” in 2009 (see Q-and-A,
page A12). Before that, the story was
told in Betty Goodwin Spencer’s
“The Big Blowup” in 1956, Ruby El
Hult’s “Northwest Disaster:
Avalanche and Fire” in 1960 and
Sandra A. Crowell and David O.
Asleson’s “Up the Swiftwater” in
1980.

(Much of the information in this
story is derived from those books,
along with newspaper archives and
U.S. Forest Service records.) .

" In this centennial year, the Forest
Service in particular has lavished
new attention on what Pyne calls the

il
agency’s “Ur-Fire.”

No witnesses survive today, but
we have good reason to keep the
story alive. For one thing, the 1910 -
trauma continues to shape the way
America fights wildfires, according.

to Pyne. Also, the fire guaranteed the

continued existence of the public
lands and national forests we enjoy
today, according to Egan.

And there’s a third, more
compelling reason: The Big Burn
was, quite simply, a ménumental
human drama.

Elbert Dow would no doubt agree.

This was a man who had survived
the Great San Francisco Earthquake
four years before. Yet when he
stumbled out of the St. Joe country,
burned and dazed, here’s what he
said: For sheer “horror and
suffering,” the Big Burn was worse,

Months in the making
1910 began with a disastrously
snowy winter and then turned into

an ominously dry spring and
summer.

The first wildfires in the Northern

. Rockies flared up in the unheard-of
month of April. The drought
persisted into summer, and by late
June and early July crews already
were patrolling the forest “resetves,”
as the national forests were then
calied, putting cut dozens of spot
fires. By late July and early August
thousands of fires were smoldering
deep in the mountains of Idaho,

 Montana and Washingtorn.

The smokiest areas of all were in
the vast St. Joe River drainage and
the more thickly settled Coeur
d’Alene River drainage of North
Idaho.

The fires had three main sources.
Lightaing strikes (including
hundreds on July 26 alone); people,
mainly farmers, prospectors and
loggers who were clearing land and
burning slash; and railroads,
including one of the most audacious

» * and expensive rail lines ever built,
~ -.the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul

-+ and Pacific line (called the

.t Milwalikee Road) completed a year
+searlier over the Bitterroots. .

" “Locomotives threw sparks like a
. :Roman candle chugging down the
=utracks,” wrote Pyne.

=7 The forest rangers at Wallace
“.macquired a small fleet of velocipedes,
+ ar “speeders,” which were like
‘> +-bicycles that could be used on
.« frailway tracks. The rangers scooted
» walong behind the trains and put out
v sthe fires alongside the tracks.

1 =i By mid-August, thousands of
“lrfirefighters — including thousands of
4 v Armytroops = were out in the

" mountains. Most were already

u: srexhatsted from cutting fire lines

{essentially, trenches) for miles

through wilderness. The rangers

-+ wwere only too aware that hundreds
= of small fires were still alive,

reeping along through brush and

A 1usmoldering in the duff, The rangers’

i}

biggest fear was that a big wind
would whip all of these fires into
flame simultaneously.

On Aug. 20, 1910, that's exactly
what happened. .

Fire crews deep in the forests
noticed with apprehension that the
wind was freshening from the
southwest. By mid-day it was a
full-blown gale on the mountain
ridges — the dreaded “Palouser,”

named for the, Palouse country to the

southwest.

The crews knew the winds boded
ill, but it wasn’t until that afternoon
that they looked up to see a truly
horrifying sight: Huge black clouds,
like giant inky thunderheads,
blotting out the sun. These were
clouds of smoke, ash and cinders,
carried high aloft by giant, roaring
updrafts. It meant that those
hundreds of small fires across the
Clearwater, St. Joe, Coeur d’Alene
and Bitterroot regions had flared,
marched and, in many cases, joined

up together and created a massive
chain reaction of fuel, flame and
oxygen. It was a true firestorm,
massive enough to create its own
roaring vortexes. Witnesses

2,000 feet in the air.

Down on the ground, these winds
and updrafts created crown fires
that moved faster than a man could
run - faster than a locomotive ‘could
steam, said some witnesses. Entire
mountainsides of trees were blown
down like matchsticks.

The scale was immense.
Telegraph operators sent out
desperate messages describing the
approach of a solid line of flame 30
miles wide, and that was no
exaggeration. Today, you can drive
Interstate 90 east from Wallace to -
just short of St. Regis, Idaho - about
45 miles - and be within the old
burn zone every mile of the way.
And this was by no means the only
burn zone in the Northern Rockies -

estimated clouds of smokeand ash |

just the biggest.

The remainder of Aug. 20 was
consumed in a thousand different
varieties of panic. Many fire crews
realized instantly there was no
stopping the fire. Their only job now
was to find some way to hunker
down while the maelstrom blasted

ant A3 dmre 101 oo

through. If the heat dido’t kill you,
the falling timber would.

There were dozens, if not
hundreds, of desperate flights to
safety. Several have gone down in

" Big Burn lore because they were
either more heroic - or tragic - thag
most.

Ed Pulaski and the mine shaft
" Ranger Ed Pulaski was already a
well-known figure patrolling the
forests around Wallace. On Aug. 20,
when the Palouser blew in, Pulaski
was riding out to check on a large
fire crew on the West Fork of Placer

See FIRES, A10
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Creek. When he found them,
scattered and terrified, it was
obvious they had only one choice.

“Boys, it's no use,” Pulaski told
the crew. “.. We got to try to make
Wallace, that's our only chance.”

Pulaski led them down the creel,
but the fire was already catching up -
with them. The smoke was thick,
trees were crashing everywhere,
and flames cut them off from the
creek, Darkness set in, but the
world stili glowed orange.

One man lagged and died,
possibly hit by a falling tree. At one
point, the band of 45 men was
joined by a dark companion - a
beat, also fleeing the fire!

Finally, in desperation, Pulaski
led the mén into the Nicholson
Tunnel, an old mine shaft. Tunnels
and mine shafts were dangerous
refuges, since a fire, voracious for

oxygen, could suck all of the oxygen
out in minutes. i

But it was better than staying
outside and roasting.

Pulaski herded them in. The fire
swept over, setting the
timber-framed opening on fire, )
Men tried to hold wet blankets over
the opening, but their hands started
to blister.

Oxygen grew short and men
collapsed in the trickle of water on
the tunne] floor. One said he was
“nearly crazy with the heat.” A few
screamed that they could take it no
more. One man tried to run out.

Pulaski pulled his pistol and said
he would shoot any man who left.

Every man, including Pulaski,
passed out. Pulaski’s hair, skin and
eyes were burned.

At predawn, it looked like a death
camp. One survivor raced down to
Wallace, and reported everyone
dead, including Pulaskd. It may have
looked that way, but slowly, men

" inhalation and heat. But the others

men in the side shaft held up

groggily stumbled out of the tunnel.
One said, “The boss is dead.”
Pulaski raised his head and replied,
“Like hell he is.”

Five men died in the tunnel,
probably from suffocation, smoke

managed to join Pulaski in a painful
march back to Wallace. They
staggered into Wallace the next
morning, limping and half-blind.

The Bullion Mine tragedy

A crew of 60 firefighters was
working a fire near the Bullion
Mine, along the Idaho-Montana
line, when the firestorm exploded.

The crew bess ordered all 60 into
the Bullion Mine tunnel and then
into a relatively safe side shaft. In
the darkness, desperation and
confusion, eight men became
separated from the growp and
continued down the main shaft.

As the fire roared outside, the

blankets across the opening to keep
out the smoke. They lighted little
stumps of candles and wrote
postcards to their loved ones.
“Mother dearest, this is my last,
wrote one British firefighter. “We

- are trying to hold out the smoke,

but chances are slim for all of us.”

He survived, but the eight
separated men did not. They were
overcome by heat and smoke. The
next day, their compatriots
dejectedly buried all eight outside
the mine opening.

The tragedies near Big Creek
Nowhere were crews so suddenly
and completely overwhelmed as in
the Big Creek and Trout Creek
drainages, in the St. Joe country.
‘When the inferno appeared, a
crew on Big Creek retreated
frantically to a homesteader’s
two-acre clearing, Men dived into

See FIRES, ATl
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the shallow creek. Then the trees
started crashing into the water,
killing two and smashing the legs of
one man, pinning him down as
flames licked at him.

Seven others panicked and raced
toward the settler’s tiny root cellar.
They fought desperately to burrow
into the tiny space, but it proved to
be no refuge. Flaming logs rolied
down the hillside on top of the
opening. Their screams, as they
burned, were heard by the men
who stayed in the creek. All seven
died, along with the man trapped
by the log.

Just over a ridge, another large
crew beat a frantic retreat. A group
'of 40, led by Lee Hollingshead, a
22-year-old forest service
employee, ran through fire to reach
one of the few safe places ~ a spot
already burned over.

However, a group of 19 had split
off and taken another route. When
they arrived at a tiny cabin they all
jammed into it in their desperation
for any kind of shelter. When the
roof ignited and caved in, they fled
blindly cut the front door - none of
them made it more than a few
paces before collapsing from the
heat.

The next day, Hollingshead
arrived and found the charred
corpses of 18 men and two black
bears at the cabin. The 19th man
had twisted his arikle.at the
doorway; collapsed and crawled to
a creek: By keeping his nose close
to the ground, he found fresher,
cooler air and eventually crawled 16
miles down the creek to safety.

Joe Halm .
and his resurrection

Ranger Joe Halm, 25, was a
former star athlete at Washington
State College (now University), and

the leader of a fire crew of 70,
which had just mopped up a fire
near the headwaters of the St. Joe
River. '

On Aug. 20, when the winds hit
‘and the flaming embers began to-
drop all around their camp, his -
terrified crew wanted to run. Some
did, but he drew his gun and told
the rest that they would stay put
and ride it out. He led them to a
sandbar where Bean Creek meets
the St. Joe River. They draped wet
blankets over their heads and
stretched out in the creek. - -

A few days later, the Spokane
Daily Chronicle ran a front page
story headlined: “Athlete A Fire
Victim — Joe Halm, Formerly
Tootball and Baseball Man, With
His Party, Lost in the Fire Saturday
Night at Big Fork.” :

Nobody knew the truth yet -
Tialm and his entire crew were still
alive. That first terrible night, one
man had been knocked underwater

by a falling tree but was reseued.
When the firestorm passed, they
spent a wet night on the sandbar,
warmted by the burning snags.
Every man was accounted for.
Then they began to pick their
way downriver, over a charred

landseaped.

a5 LTes

eye could see, were broken or down
- devoid of a single sprig of green,”
Falm later reported.

.They emerged about a week
later. The Chronicle ran another,
happier; front page headline: “Joe
Halm Is Safe.” '

“The virgin trees, as far as the

From earthquake
to firestorm ,

The Big Burn was especially hard
on fire crews, but. the fire also
caught and sometimes killed
frappers, prospectors, hunters,
ratlroad workers, settlers, loggers

See FIRES, Al2

The fires of 1910 forever altered
terrain and towns of the Inland Northwest

Present-day photography by Christopher Anderson
(509) 459-5598, chrisa@spokesman.com

Courtesy of US. Forest Service

TOTAL LQOSS I Thisarea of Wallace burned to the ground in 1910, The train frack on the
left was evegtyal.ly_ replaced by an elevated portion of Interstate 90, which runs through the town.

University of Idaho Barnard Stockbr

I

dge Collection

BANK STREET ! Onwhatisnow the east end of Bank Street,

residents of Wallace mill about the devastation hrauaht by fire in 1910

S

Y
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N Courtésy of U.5. Forest Service : A . ' i Lo [
B |

IPULASKI TUNNEL | wiliam Morris stands in front of the Nicholson adit, the tunnel where Ed Pulaski sheltered his crew _
in-vduring a blowover in the 1910 fire. Today, underbrush frames the entrance to the famous tunnel outside Wailace . The framing timbers built to 7
” replicate the scene after the fire are newly installed along with interpretive signs and a two-mile traii leading from Wallace to the site. ) .
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A DROUGHT, THEN THE FIRES BEGIN

Q) Dok ek frganedalof  SPRINGTSIO aG0
= our public land (i national forests)? APRIL: The first . - MORNING: Wind freshens (o a gale.
: . . wildlfires flare in the : : e
- Yeah, 1 think we do. I think you have to Northern Rockies, ~ MAY AND JUNE: : - :
—wa travel, to get out of the West, to see how far earlier than Drought builds.
amazing it is to have public land as your normal. . .
neighbor. Most countries don’t have this. They i LATE JUNE AND JULY: Dozens of

small fires biaze and are fought with

have private land, or leased land, or publie !
varying degrees of sucecess,

-land with tons of restrictions on it. We have, as
part of our existence, public lands that

- everyone owns. We're so used to it, you have to . JuLy 26: Huge .
80 somewhere where they don’t have any, to thunderstorms kintlle

see what an extraordi thing it is. hundreds of small
nary thi gI 1 lightning fires,

Q Did you discover that the story of the
m 1910 fire still resonates with people? AUG. 7: President
: . William Howard
A That's been one of the great surprises to Taft orders troops
‘@ me as an author. ... This is a book about a ‘ -1 Into the forests to
still really obscure fire, in what mary people help fight the fires,
think of as an obscure part of the United g s RN N R
States, from 100 years ago. And it was on the ' AUG. 15: ; View of the fire coming toward Wailace
bestseller list and sold more than 100,000 T 5000men - . )
ies in hardback. So, to me. that’ ’ ol . . * arefighting :  MIDDAY: The wind, called a “Palouser” by old-timers, .
copies i hardbaclk. @, 10 me, 1ars really fire on the : blasts up against a broad swath of the Northern Rockies,
reassuring that Americans care about their B Forest ~ i The gale hits 60 mph on ridges in the Clearwater, Bitterroot,
history enough that they would want to hear it Service . St Joe and Coeur d'Alene drainages. Hundreds of
payroll. ¢ smoldering fires are whipped into flame.
. Sl s The paperback edition of “The Big Burn; Teddy e e
- . ’ . B . - _ Courtesy of U.S. Forest Servicg . Roosevelt & The Fire That Saved America”
ECOVERY | Men work among fallen trees as they clear a trail and harvest timber near Avery in 1910, comes out Sept. 7. 200 | !
F L A M E . A N D i R U I N . - . SOURCES: “Year of the Fires” by Stephen Pyrie, “The Blg Burri” by Timathy Egan, “The Big Blowup” by Betty Goodwin Spencer, “Northwest Disaster: Avala?r' *

- - k.

To the east:
* near the.
Bitterroot
" Crest, eight
firefighters die
after taking

re in fact clotids
ofsmoke and © ¢
sash o e

A full-fledged " EVENING: “Fire surrounds the ! . .
firestorm has 175 Wallace is in the ( ofvent.z “Morntana towns of Eielfhli%i '&iﬂe
 begun. Fire crews grip of panic. ~-. - In Wallace; igniting.z’ Taft, Haugan and : e
throughout the Hundreds of ~ * .afire that consumes i DeBorgia arid the - -
ggg;c;’;nsgsgg townspeople - © one-third of the 3:: | Idaho town (t)zf Grand MORNING' : - :
k i beginto flee by  town. Forks. They burn to i ' : :
T L resnd | aanios . e
i cked - stumbte into P i y ) ; SEPT. 4
Iﬁ?fl]n:\gawkees S . {1 Wallace. ¢ | NIGHT: AUGZZ ¢ THROUGH AUG. 25; Rain finally
! race to safety; - NIGHT: A backcountry firefighter reports a flaming “star” has ¢ & Fires surround L ) ) i Sootand smoke from the Big Burn falis on the
" some take shelter fallen from the sky and ignited-a'mountainside. Itisinfacta i | Avery, Idaho, ¢ i Mullan, but residents MORNING: Trocps and . MIDDAY: .5 darken the sky over the Dakotas, - gray ashof . L
in tinnels on the burning airborne ember, one ofithousands sent aloft by the i ordered ¢ ¢ seta backfire and residents are trapped in Avery, Winds abate. . the Great Lakes, New England, the Nprthem
Milwalikee Road. firestorm. 5 ! i evacuated. | saveit. but a backfire saves the town.  Theworstisover. | | and finally, over Greenland. Rockies.

i e

PO O A1

Fire" by Ruby El Hult and "Up the Swiftwater” by Sandra A. Cr6well and David 0. Asleson. Photos courtesy of Special Coliections & Archives, University of Idaho Librarv. Moscow
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Courtesy of U.S. Forest Service

FALLENTFIREFIGHTERS | Thegraves of dozens of forest firefighters killed in the 19i0 blaze

form a circle at a cemeteryv in St. Maries. The circle todav surrounds a monument and flaa honaring the dead



