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stories coming to Kellogg

Film series starts
at 1 p.m. Saturday

"KELLOGG — Au-
thor Stan Cohen will

introduce the Great

Fire Stories film series
this, Saturday at 1 p.m.
at the Rena Theater in
‘Kellogg.

If you are look-
ing for a good primer
about the Great Fire of
1910, look no further
than “The Big Burn:
The Northwest’s Great
Forest Fire of 1910,” by
Cohen and co-author
Don Miller.

Cohen will aiso be
addressing the Inlan
Empire Society of
American Foresters
2010 Anmual Meeting
at 11:30 a.m. on Friday,
May 21. Packed with
pictures, news articles

Jandidiresdtories,; Cohen -
| and Miller have com--

piled a great little book .
that covers the major
aspects of the fire.

.\C‘)ohen will display
movie memorabilia and
introduce the film “Red
Skies of Montana.” “Red:
Skies,” a 1952 feature
film, is the first of a se- -
ries of Great I'ire Stories
sponsored by the 1910 ~
Fire Committee as part
of the 1910 fire com-
memoration.

Four additional films

will be scheduled at the

Rena every third week-
end on Saturdays at 1
p.m. Titles include: “Fire

Wars,” “The Greater

Good,” “Yellowstone |
Aflame” and “Smoke-
jumpers: Firefighters
From the Sky.” -
“Red Skies of Moniana”
is a 1952 adventure drama
.in which smcke jumper
Cliff Mason (Richard Wid-
mark) attempts to save his
crew while being overrun.
by a forest fire — not only
to save his men, but to
redeern himself after his
last fire, when he was the
only survivor.
“Fire Wars” takes a
ook at the work of the

Arrowhead Hotshots:

How they fight fireg,

what equipment they use,
what role fire plays in the
ecosystem of a forest, and
why some firefighters
and environmentalists

-feel we need fo take a new.

.approach to dealing with
fires. ) :
From the timbered

shores of the Pacific
Northwest to the marble
halls of Washington, D.C.,
the choices about how

we use our rich natural
heritage are filled with
controversy. Whether it is
the protection of endan-
gered species or meeting
the needs of a growing
public, the fate of public
lands is constantly chal-

lenged by the constraints
of democracy. ’
Visionary foresters
shaped the debate over
land stewardship for a
hundred years. Theiz-
journey has defined the
evolution of the Forest
Service and is presented
in “The Greater Good.”

" Through footage taken
during the 1988 fires, see
and hear one of America’s
greatest forest fires.
Discover how it burned

-nearly a million acres of

trees yet gave birth to a
new cycle of growth. “Yel-
lowstone Aflame” offers
insight into the condi-
tions that led to the fires
and explores important
ecological changes in the
park. ‘
“Smokejumpers:
Firefighters From the
Sky” offers two hours of
action and history of the
National Smokejumpers
Association. These are
the heroes of firefight- -

. ing, jumping into remote
" wilderness and fighting

the fires — man against
nature. Action-packed and
full of interesting histori-
cal mformation. ' .
Mark your calendar
and experience the heat.
Suggested donation to
1919 Fire Memorials: $3.
Contact: www.firecoop.
org or 784-0821 for more

information.

Wy

Hikers sought for 1910
fire commemoration

Applications are being
accepted for an Aug. 14 hike
that retraces the route that
assistant Forest Service ranger
Ed Pulaski and his erew took
to find shelter in a mine shaft
during the 1910 fires.

Forty-five volunteers are
needed for the hike, which will
be videotaped. The strenuous,
seven-mile hikeé traverses
terrain from above Lake Elsie
down the Pulaski Tunnel Trail
to Wallace. :

The hike is sponsored by the
1910 Fire Commemoration
Committee.

Applications are available
online at www.-recoop.org.
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1910 Fire Event
Timeline for May - August 2010
Silver Valley, Idaho

May 1st - Wallace Mining Museum
Exhibit opens

May 1st - Mullan Museum
Exhibit opens

Film Festival at the Staff House
Museum, 820 McKinley Ave
Kellogg, idaho - 1Tpm
July 3rd - The Greatest Good
July 24th - Yellowstone Aflame

August 14th - Smokejumper History

May 29th - Staff House Museum
Exhibit Opens - Kellogg

July 10th - Ghost Cedars Interpretation
- Art Zack, Ecologist - Wallace

July 2010 - Guided hikes on the
Pulaski Tunnel Trail begin Saturdays
at 10am and Sundays at ipm
through August 22nd

August 4th thru 29th - Rustlers at the
Ranch or How Swift Can The Taylors
Run? Wednesdays thru Saturdays at
7pm, Sundays at Z2pm -
Sixth Street Theater, Wallace

-August 8th thru 31st - Voices of The
Big Burn - Sundays thru Tuesdays at
7pm - 6th Street Theater, Wallace

1910 Fire Commemoration
August 20th - 21st, 2010
Wallace, Idaho

Events scheduled on the
Anniversary of the Big Blowup

August 14th - Re-enactment Hike from
Lake Elsie to the Adit in West Placer
Creek - Pulaski’s route

August 19th - Wallace Elks - 7pm.
An evening with author Stephen Pyne

August 20th - 9 Mile Cemetery,
Wallace - Forest Service Dedication at
mass grave site - Pulaski’s Crew - 1pm

August 21st - Wallace Visitor Center -
Procession and Dedication of the Fire
Fighter Memorial

August 21st - Wallace Elks - 7pm.
An evening with author Timothy Egan



Red Sky of Montana May 22

An 1952 adventure drama in which amoke jumper Cliff Mason, Richard Widmark, f

atempts a save his crew while being over-run by a forest fire, not only to save his
men, but to redeem himsalf after his last fire when he was the only survivor.

Fire Wars June 12

Fire Wars tekes a look at the work of the Arrowhead Hotshots, how they fight fires,
wha equipment they use, what role fire plays in the ecosystem of a forest, and why
 some firefighters and environmentdists feel we need to take a new approach to dedl-
ing with fires. ’

The Greatest Good July 3

From the timbered shores of the Pacific Northwest to the marble halls of Washington
DC, the choices about how we use our rich naturd heritage are filled with contro-
versy. Whether it is the protection of endangered species or meeting the needs of a
growing public, the fafe of public lands is constantly challenged by the constraints of
democracy. Visionary foresters shaped the debate over land stewardship for a hun-
dred yeers. Their journey has defined the evol ution of the Forest Service.

| ‘ - Yellowstone Aflame July 24

Through footage taken during the 1988 fires, see and hear Americe's greatest forest
Ml fire. Discover how it burned nearly a million acres of trees yet gave birth to a new
cycle of growth. Y ellowstone Aflame offers insight into the conditions thet led to the
fires and explores important ecologicd changesin the park.

Smokejumper History August 14

Two hours of action and history of the Nationd Smokej umpers Association. These
are the heroes of firefighting, jumping into remote wilderness and fighting the fires -
man against nature. Action packed and full of interesting historical information.

il Mark your calendar and experience the heat.
Suggested donation to 1910 Fire memorials: $3.00
Contact: www.fi recoop.org o 784-0821
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A century later, foresters look at the Big Burn
and how combating wildfires has changed.

CHRISTOPHER ANDERSOM chrisa@spokesman.com

Participants in a Socisty of American Frirestry 1910 Fire Conference in Wallace take a field trip to the Pulaski Tunnel on Thursday. The
“two-mnile uphill hike outside Wallace has interpretive signs and is being upgraded for the T00th anniversary.

) P
By Becky Kramer _
beckyk@sookesman.com, (208) 765-7122

WALLACE - Tom Tidwell, chief of
the {1.S. Forest Service, was 2 young
recruit when he first heard the stories

" of the 1910 fire,

Fresh out of college, he’d been hired

as a seasonal firefighter on the Boise
National Forest. Within a week, “1

heard the story of Ed Pulaski,” he said.
The tale of how Pulaski, an assistant

ranger, saved the majority ofhis 45

crew members by leading them into an

abandoned mine shaft near Wallace is
one of the enduring stories of the fire,
which also inclindes narratives of
crews hunkered down in creek
bottoms while hurricane-force winds
bowled overhead.

. The fire scorched 3 million across
theNorthern Rockies, razed frontier

.

towns and took the lives of 78
firefighters. Its influence on the Forest
Service can't be overestimated,
Tidwell told about 200 people Friday
at a Society of American Foresters

The fire rallied public support for
the-newly minted Ferest Service,
which was under attack from timber
and gaining interests. Tales of courage
and sacrifice from the fire inspired
generations of agency officials,
perpetisating firefighting as a key
Forest Service mission.

“For many years, we used the 1910
burns as a rallying cry for putting out
fires,” Tidwell said. “We put them out,
we put them all out and we put them
out fast.”

The mantra changed in the 1980s,
when the agency acknowledged that
fires can benefit ecosystems. The
Forest Service now lets some {ires
burn to benefit wildlife habitat or clear
out brush. But it remains a firefighting
agency, Tidwell said, extinguishing 28

See FIRE, Ad

meeting in Wallace.

‘It was a disaster of such a scale that it grabbed the national attention.”
{.S. Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell

FIRE

+ Continued from Al

. percent of the wildfires that originate on
federal forests each year.

101910, the idea of national forests was
still controversial. Many Westerners
were skeptical of federal forest reserves,
considering them a “land grab™ by the
federal government, Tidwell said,

Wildfires were also an accepted part of
the American landscape, said Stephen
Pyne, an author and fire historian at
Arizona State University, who also spoke
at the conference. Farmers and miners
set fires intentionally to clear land and
. expose mineral outcroppings, while
i sparks from railroad locomotives and
togging slash piles set off accidental blazes.

“In many ways, the U.8, was like Brazil
today,” said Pyne, comparing the fires to
the burning ofthe Amazon rainforest.

The sheer destruction of the 1910 fire
changed public attitudes toward
wildfires and the Forest Service. The fire
caused nearly $14 million worth of
damage, killed seven civilians and burned
7.5 billion board feet of timber, including
valuable white pine intended for East
Coast markets.

H

On the 1910 fire
Smoke from the fire drifted north to

~ Saskatchewan, east to Denver and west to

I
E

San Francisco.

“It was a disaster of such a scale that jt
grabbed the nation’s attention,” Tidwell
said.

Congress doubled the Forest Service’s
budget the next year. The agency
developed a military-style approach to
fighting wildfires, including tankers and
lookouts. Fires reported the night before
were supposed to be out by 10 the next
morning.

“We created this perception that
firefighters could save your house - even
when vour house was in an area that was
na_taurally programmed to burn,” Tidwell
said.

Bigger burns over the past three
decades have challenged that thinking. Fire
suppression has led to high fuel loads and
higher rates of catastrophic burns.

In addition, climate change is “adding
weeks to the fire season,” Tidwell said.
The average acreage of federal, state and
private land burned each vear shot up 28
percent between 2000 and 2007.

More people also live in the forest or at
its edge. Over the past decade, nearly
28,000 homes and businesses have
burned in wildfires.

. “People ask about the Big Burn - could
it happen again? I think it already has, at
least today’s version,” Tidwell said,

Better firefighting techniques have
helped bhunt wildlife’s destruction, and
better communication leads to more
orderly evacuation.

“When we have these large fires get
established on the landscape, we can’t
suppress them, but we can get pecple out
of the way,” Tidwell said. “We'll
contintie to have these large fires, but
they'll have less of a catastrophic effect.”

oy
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Fripay, May 28, 2010

A tale of

valor, tragedy

‘Survivor recalls wildfire that
raged through Mann Gulch

-Smiokejumpers didn’t
know — they had no way
of knowing — that they.
had ieapt mto a deadly

By NICK ROTUNNO |
Staff writer

WALLACE — Sixty-

Smokejumper named Bob ’I‘he ﬁre exploded
Sallee stepped outof an . engulfing the crew. W'hen
airplane, dangled beneath the tragedy was. over, -
his parachute forafew 13 firefighters. had lost ™~
their lives. Sallee and
down — rather unceremo- two other men, mclud—
niously -—in a hot, dry - ing the crew’s foreman,
place called Mansi Gulch.  Wag Dodge, ‘survived the
Sallee was in Montana, inferno.

- alongside the Missouri . ‘Last Frldéy at the o
- River, pot far from the Wallace Civic Auditorium,
Gates of the Mountains. Sallee told his story of the’

Tt was Aug. 5, 1949, the  Mann Gulch blaze. The

" height-of the sumiiiér - ' ohetime Smokejumper -
wildfite season, and Mann was a banquet spedaker for.’
. Gulch was ablaze. © ~~ the 2010 Annual Meeting .
" Just 17 years old, of the Inland Empire -
Sallee was part of astill-  Society of American, *
' fledgling organization, . Foresters, and the crowd

hung on every word as

the Smokejumpers, a
ot s Sallee recounted that

brave group of men who

~ dropped from the sky - dreadful day in Mogtana.
" and battled the fiercest At first, Sallee said, he
of fires. They were con- t:imught’the fire looked .

" fident and boyish, really ~ like “a piéee of cake. ” But
- gitite dashing, the pride of thh winds scattered the’

the United States Forest  men’s tools, and their
- Service. - - * radio shattered when its

But Mann Gulch - parachute failed to open.

. was a dangerous little It was not an auspxcmus

i canyon, windswept, dry  start.
[ 1X.ﬂm:.-m« and tha Maving down the

" as the blaze grewinto

" blossomed in front of

: ' — Photo by NICK. ROTUNNO
Bob Sallee ‘a survivor of the 1949 Mann Gulch

fire, sjjoke at the Walla@e Cw:c Audrtorlum Ias‘l ‘
- Friday.

from the advancing fire.
“They couldn’t go straight.
a monster. The wind for the top; the slope was
swirled, whipping the fire "atleast 70 degrees, fo.rc‘ :
into a frenzy. Spot fires  ing the crew to angle its
ascent.
“The view of the fire .

gﬁlch the érew waiched

the main fire, and before

* took shelter in a rock
“slide, where the fire could

jong the conflagration was incredible,” Saliee

was a full-on blowup, remembered. “So I was

sweeping through the in a hurry... but ?nfortuA

‘gulch-and bearing down nately, mfhen you've got

-on the crew. "a slope Iike that, you're
Foreman Wag Dodge notrunning, you're just.

ordered his meén to (cllrop scrambling.”

e o oo see SURVIVOR, A3

head up-gulch, away

sunvwon

from ‘Al

Dodge realized the

* fire was moving too fast.

He lit a small fire of his
own, hoping to create a
small burned-out refuge

for his crew. But the men’

thought he had lost his
mind, Sallee included;

" and they all continued

upward. Dodge, lying in

the ashes of his own fire -

as the main blaze roared

_past; was not harmed.

-Close to the top of

_ the gulch, Sallee and

another crewrman, Walter
Rumsey, made a dash. -

. forithe summit: They

reached-a wall of rocks .

high on the ridgeline and
“plunged through a smaﬂ

opening,
“My family didn’t goto

. church when I was grow-
ingup,and I wasn’t a reli-

gious person; SaIlee said,

- “but I was praying.”
- “The two men tumbledr_ .

into another gulch and

not reach them: Aftera .

long night, Rumsey and -
- Sallee evacuated by boat
on Aug. 6.

Eleven ﬂreﬁghters
died in Mann Gulch;,
they could not outrun
the flames, hard as they
tried. Two others, badly
burped, died the next day
in. Helena; Mont. .

Salles spoke quietly on
Friday; his voice never " -
wavered. The memories,
were painful, but he was
“stoic to the very end. -

. “Every person involved
in that story has a per-
sonal story,™Sallee con-

 eluded. “I don’t know the -

whole story myself.” |
Like the 1910 Fire 39
years before, Mann Guich
was a seminal event in
Forest Service history,
The tragedy inspired
fundamental change:
New training methods
were developed, safety

procedures were modified -

and additiopal wildfire ,
research - éxtensive,

highly-scientific research

~ began in earnest.

. Largely because of the B

Mann Gulch fire, smoke .,
juimping today is a much

safer endeavor than it
was six decades ago.
Author Norman
Maclean immortalized
the Mann Gulch catas-
trophe in his beautifully-
crafted “Young Men -
‘and Fire.” Sallee plays
a prominent role in the
book; so too does Dick
Rothermel, a former fire
behavior scientist who
also spoke-at the forest
er's banquet.
Rothermel described
his relationship with-
Maclean, his cutting-
edge analysis of the
Manu Guich fire and

‘the interesting data he

uncovered.
. While Maclean was

~writing hig book ~~a
" project that took many

years — he often visited

- Rothermel at the fire
- laboratory in Missoula, :

Rothermel said. As

P

Maclean pieced together

the Mann Gulch story, he
* relied on the scientist’s

information to explain
what happened. “Young
Men and Fire” offers.a
detailed analysis of the -

fire’s behavior, made
~ possibie by Rothermel’ _
 ‘work. ’

-The bangquet was the
cornerstone of a long
meeting. Foresters had
gathered in Wallace
to cofnmemorate the '
100-year anniversary of
the 1910 Fire, coming
together from across
the Inland Empire. They
had enjoyed field trips,’
numerous presentah_ons
and various speakers.

- It's doubtful, however,
that any one program .
was more stirring, or .
more profoundly human,

* than Bob Sallee’s on
Friday night.




SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 2010

'g 15, the

pial commemoraﬂon of
the 1910 fires
The cmmmttee is.

-seeking: 45 voluntee::s
fo participate i 4 hike - -
from-above 1 ke Flsie -
down the Palaski Timgel

Trail to Wa]lace Idaho

of }llétonc Places, was

Pulaski and his ¢iéw of

firefighters.
Transpottation Wﬂl e

provided by Dave Smith

Autos.

The hike starts with a

Joe Divide Trail.’

said committee member
Jim See, who recom-
mends that only experi-
enced hikers attempt the
journey.

The hike will then
follow the St. Joe Divide
along the ridge trail past
Striped Peak and three
miles down the Pulaski
Tunnel Trail, and finish-
ing up with one mile
along Moon Pass Road
from the Pulaski Tunnel

ik «,e planned
Tra;lhead e} Wallace.

tritnittee will nuttee is Workmg on mak-

had logs carved to Took .
 like the logs left there,
after thefire,” lie said.
* They’re alse workifig” on

X planned to be held at the
Notthern Pacific Rallroad

the escape way taken bY ’
Depot in Wallace. The .

See said that the com-

cons uctmg a wall anda

" ended their harrowing -
tripat the hospital, which
is new gone, said See.”

Those interested in

steep third mile’ up theSt. participating should fil

out and mail in the form

“That’s a tough-elimb,” found on-line-at www:fire-

coop.com. The deadline
is Aug. 1. The the is lim-
ited to the first 45 qualfi- .
fied hikers. Prospective
hikers should consider
their physical condition,
medical conditions, and
hiking experience as this
will he a strenuous, all-
day hike.

For further information
see the Fire Committee
website or contact Jim
See at 752-7151.

-"a.new adventure,

. of how to feach Mooh

Headin’ out to explore with my sidekick

With the sun becom—

"ing more of a day to day

fixture above the Silver
Valley, I felt it was time
ofnce again to veirhiure
forth and.explore more of

the-natural wonders this the

area has to offer.
- The rain of the past
few weeks brotght oyt -

ithe greens and billiant'> 4 AR
“colors that azmually adom

‘Mother Nature fo the )
*summer months,

felt # was time for another W ;

excursion into Moon Pass,
this tfime with my s1dek1gk
Guinness, I had yet to

walk the Pulaski Trail, and | 4

was excited at the pros-
pect of letting ray furry

friend roam free Saturday ,

to explore after being
cooped. ipin the house®
during the work week.

- AWrigeling with excite-
ment, he eagerly jumped
into the back seat of my.

Jeep; senising the adven-. ¥

tlire ahead. Asa puppy
suffered from
motto frness; but the:
nearly 2,000 mile trek to
Idaho and the

air of the valley
seems, o, have served asy
an lnstant cure, Now, a

necessarlly a

With a; general e

Pass, we wound our way
through the residential

: ;Mether Na*""ﬂ is t.;

#4

Some may thmk

5d1fferences l:hat really

tunicpue flowets, the way
lthe Water runsso clear
\

streets of Wallace until we

encountered the desired
road up into the moun-

tains. As luck would have

it, a parking spot at the
Pulaski Trailliead was.just
being vacated as I pulled

up to the otherwise filled:

parking area. Evidently,

1 was not the only one in -

the Silver Valley taking
advantage of the dramatic
change in weather,

If your'y ve never Waiked

_make each.part.of our
. "—'; country unicue. I's the

J
|
i
!

through the trees :

Photo by NICOLE NOL

Feelmg qu1te advenmr— a fiarrow, rocky path.
ous, I took a right onto.a
onedane bridge leading to

see NOOK, i

'WEDNEsDAX, June 30, 2010

from A2

. Tjuist had to test the
Jeep out. With his paws
spread t0 maintain bal-
ance as wé bumped
along, he ‘managed to.
continiue his:works of
nose art on the windows
on either side of him -
as he gazed outside.
Unfortunately, the over-

+ grown bushes kept scrap-

ing down the sides of my
Jeep, so I'piilled one of
my ever-famous 10-point
turns on the narrow drive
and we miade our way
back out and onto Moon
Pass.

Admittedly, it is dif
ficult to stare out the win-
dow at the beauty while

, driving, which warranted

frequent stops to let
Guinness roany and take -
in the views. At one stop,

had just traversed, I ran
into a group of three four-
wheelers taking advan:
tage of the prime weather.
Lelp but think
will

many experiences to add
to miy list of things to do
while living in the Sllver
Valley. -

It seems that my list
keeps growing, even
faster than I am able to
tackle each adventure, °

" but luckily this is a

honey-do list that I don’ t
mind working at. Fach
foray into the wilds of the
Silver Valiey leaves me

takmg plctures look— from the photographs
ing over the dirt roads we Lam: able'to collect to

Guinness’ enormous ‘
tongtie hanging outin |
sheer joy as he $piashes |
through the creek and |

_bounds through the |
.. lifidetbrush.

“Ni WIamleftfo plan

imy fiext adventure, with
- Guinness at my side. !
.*Now thiat the weather has '

improved, P'm thinking

- a ride dlong the Route of

the: Hlawatha will soon be

“in store

Nzcole Nolan isa staﬂ’
writer for the Shoshone

. - News: -Press who, unfortu-

‘mately for drea businesses
- “that develop film, likes o
with countless memories, .

shoot with- ¢ digital cam-
era. E-mail her at nno-
lan@shoshonenewspress.
com.

oty
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Friday, July 2, 2070 A3

Shoshone County

feld i and pres

tanon about the 1910 Fire ced

at thie headwaters of the Little :
St. Joe on. the south s1de of -
Moon Pass. - - VA
This mterpretatlon of the
“Cedar Graveyard™ or “Ghost
Cedars” will present informz-*
tion about tlie ecology of the
area, how the cedars snags -
refuaiied after the Big Burn

. dnd other signs of the big burn

that are on the landscape This
will be a learning experience for
those not familiar with the ef
fects of the 1910 fire as well as

le for the bus ride. AS3

donahon is suggested If there .
is enough interest, 4 second bus;
may be available at a later tlme
on the same day A

1

" Shoshine News-Préss  Friday, July 3 2010

Courtesy photo

From [eft to right: Lucky Fnday General Manager Mike Dexter Forest
VanDorn, President and CEQ Phillips Baker Jr., Assistant Fire' Wardén of the
ldaho Department of Lands Cataldo Supervisory Area Kjell Truesdell,-Shawn
Pearson and John Specht stand together as the Hecla Charitable Foundation
donated $5,000 to the 1910 Fire Commemoration Committee on Monday.

Name
Mailing address
Phone w/area code
VISA / MC / DISCOVER #

Expiration date

Total cost $6 (includes shigging and handling)

4
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Idaho Panhandle National Forests, Intermountain Region USDA Forest Service

Reconstruction of the Nicholson Adit

The reconstruction of the mine portal at the Nicholson Adit where Ed Pulaski, 40 plus men and two
horses sought refuge from the 1910 Fire has been completed. The purpose of the reconstruction was to
provide the public with a beiter sense of the adit's post-1910 Fire condition. Since the original portal
structure had decayed info nothing, reconstruction of the structure as it looked immediately after the fire
was considered an important aspect of the sile’s interpretive value. The design was checked against
historic photos and fitied to the existing portal condition to be as accurate as possible. The project was a
cooperative effort by the Pulaski Project, Idaho Panhandle National Forests, and Coeur d'Alene Office of
the Bureau of Land Management for the 1910 Centennial commemoration. -7

The inspiration, funding, design, materials and construction were sponsored by the Pulaski Project, a
local Silver Valley group dedicated 1o the development of the Pulaski Tunne! Trail. The Inland Northwest
Community Foundation, Recreation Advisory Committee, State of Idaho and Forest Service provided
funding for the project. The project proposal and design were put together by a local mining engineer,
Alan Gilda, and reviewed by the Idaho State Historic Preservation Office. The logs were carved and ...
chafred by Hal Payne, artist and sculptor; according to post burn historic photos of the adit. The size of-
the sets (i.e., two upright posts and one horizontal cross beam or cap equal one set) were based on . .
measurements of the interior of.the adit (i.e., four feet wide by five feet high). Each of the two full sets.: |
and one post were placed about four feet apart, which is the same distance as the sets were wide. Prior
1o placement of the posts and caps the Forest Archaeologist, Steve Matz, troweled the entire outer
surface of the portal looking for signs of artifacts from Pulaski's crew. While only a couple of scraps of
heavy, flat iron were found, Dwight Clift, the contractor that assembled the posts and caps for the o
reconstruction, said he found several scraps of horse tack near the entrance of the adit during the
construction of the interpretive trail several years ago. This is one more piece of evidence that confirms
the Nicholson Adit is the proper location of the "Pulaski Tunnel”.

The Pulaski Project, and especially Ron Roizen and Jim See, put a lot of time and effort into seeking -
grant money for this project so that the public can more fully experience this important 1910 Fire site for
the Centennial commemoration. The Pulaski Project and everyone invelved in the reconstruction should
be congratulated on a job well-done. ’ : ’ a

ight and eniarged wiew of adi portal from
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Figure 4. Hal Payne oreating posts and caps for Micholsen Adit portal. From lef! to righl: Shaping the fog from historie
photos, charing the cutside of the log to give it the correct color snd putting on the finishing touchss,

z. Qb the feft s the portad from: the exterior, w g
¢ of rnaterial kot caved in singe the 1510 Fire, sartialiy dosing the e

in order ta place the posts approprigtaly.

wre 5. Inttial view of the ¢
from the interior. & lerpe amou
This material had to be remove

i the porsal area
wiel enirgace.
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Figure 6. Prior fo setting the posts and caps Forest Archoenlogist, Stevie Mets, systematically removed the material from
in front of the gortal with 2 trowe} lookisg for artifacts. Since the material was st wet and rocky it couldn't be sereened,
hut had to ba reminved very carefully o that any piedes of horse fagk or other artifacts assotisted with the Pulzsid comis
could be fouhd. AH B mzterial In the arkd of the pos v, ungisturbed rock
was found. Once tiowslsd the T4l was placed tvagk irto the mcuth of the portal wear the metal gate, While on
pieces of hedwy sheet metal were found in the i}, contractor Duight Ciitt said he had seen decayed pleces of horse tack
in the ares only severs! years pefore. ’

s wak removed by trowe! down 1o where ¢
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igure 8. Dwight and Stesle level posts.in ordert
shows the (wo sets nsarly finished and the uncut Tins! post iving on the ground.
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o set cap log in the left photo, while the right ;ﬁzbm

oo

the brace mad

5 2 trench excavatod perpendicular 1o the post. A Brace was thes nalled te the Teat ane
additional support. The braces were coversd with soil if they were visible fron outside. n the left side a3
you igek put of the portal were set toward the back of the adit, while rhe hraces on the pight side were faced toward the
adiacent post 6f the ssme set {see Figure 7 right]. The capiogs were pleced ina saddle carved in the top of 2ach post and
deiftad and fastened with rebhar to sesire ther in plede. A merine grade watey proofing egent was kset! on the alitside
angd cut gnds of gach log to reducs datural detedioration. i is exéecﬁsé that the structire will last abiput 10 years, which is
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