


Completed section of modular block retaining wall on Pulaski Tunnel Trail.

—Adapted from stories by Erika Kirsch, Shoshone News Press, and James Hagengruber, The

Spokesman Review, August 21, 2005

~t was 95 years ago this past August

when one of the worst forest fires in

American history occurred in the In-

land Northwest. On August 20, near
Wallace, ID, a ceremony was held to offi-
cially dedicate a trail in honor of early
Forest Service ranger Edward Pulaski, a
veteran of the 1910 fires.

Pulaski is perhaps best known for the
combination ax-hoe he developed as a
firefighting tool, still in use today. How-
ever, it was the heroism he displayed on

Aungust 20, 1810, for which he was being
honored. It was ort August 20 and 21, 1910,
that the “Big Blowup” swept through 3
million acres along the Idaho-Montana
border, destroying several towns and kill-
ing at least 85 people. Many firefighters
found themselves trapped by the inferno,
including Pulaski, who gathered up 45
men and led them into a mine adit south
of Wallace.

Moments after Pulaski and the others
reached the abandoned Nicholson Mine,

gas and smoke enguifed them. Some men
panicked and cried, and others prayed,
according to Pulaski's 1923 account of the
fire. One of the firefighters tried to flee,
prompting Pulaski to pull his Government
-issued revolver and threaten anyone who
tried to leave. By remaining in the mine,
39 of the 45 firefighters lived.

The Idsgho Panhandle NFs are working
with a broad group of partners to recon-
struct the trail and interpret the story of
ranéer Pulaski and the 1910 fires. These
fires had profound impacts on the lives of
the people involved, as well as influencing
how fires were fought and national forésts
administered for the rest of the 20th cen-
tury.

The trail dedication took place 2 miles
from where Pulaski and the others tock
refuge. The reconstructed trail leads to
the remnants of the mine shaft, now
closed because of safety concerns. Sev-
eral dignitaries participated in the cere-
mony, including Idaho Senator Larry
Craig, Department of Agriculture Under-
secretary Mark Rey, Shoshone County
Commissioner Jon Cantamessa, Idaho
Panhandie NFs Forest Supervisor Ranotia
McNair, and the Forest Service Honor
Guard.

Jim See of Wallace, and president of the
private, nonprofit Pulaski Project, pro-
posed the idea to rehabilitate the Pulaski
Trail about 10 yearsago. The project came
to frujtion with the cooperation of many
officials and groups. Rey and McNair pre-
sented the Pulaski Project with a chrome
Pulaski tool and Certificate of Apprecia-
tion in recognition of their efforts. Stated
See, “We honor (Pulaski) with this trail,
we honor the six men who died, and we
honer all the wildland firefighters with
this trail—past, present, and future.” The
Pulaski Tunnel Trail, complete with in-
terpretive exhibits, will be opened for
public use during the spring of 2006.



Wallace
to host
summer
earning

H1st0ry/ mining
workshop attracts
nation-wide educators

By LEILA SUMMERS
Staff writer -

WAILLACE — The Silver Valley
will be a hot spot for learning this
summer as teachers from across the
country flock here for lessons about
the region’s rich history.

Scheduled to run twice this sum-
mer, the five-day history workshop
will run once in June and again in
July. The series of lessons will take
teachers on field trips ranging from
the Pulaski Tunnel to the Cataldo
Mission and Bunker Hill Superfund
site.

The idea behind these travels
is to “get more history content
into the hands of teachers,” said
Katherine Aiken, associate dean of
' 2 University of Idaho College of
“metters, Arts and Social Sciences,
who is directing the project.

The series of workshops, to be
called “Silver Mining in the West:
Contflict and Community on the
Frontier,” will examine the Silver
Valley’s impact on national issues.

For example, oné discussion

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2006

will surround the role of mining in
American industrial development,

Aiken said.

Other issues will span from

the 1880s to present time and will
include: labor issues, the environ-
ment, women’s suffrage, the Coeur
d’Alene mining wars of the 1890s and

Bunker Hill Superfund Project.

“I would say all of those things are
general U.S. history topics,” Aiken
said, adding that the region’s 1910
fire went on to set the U.S. Forest
Service fire policy for almost a cen-

tury.

School teachers from kindergar-
ten through 12th grade are eligible
to participate in the workshop, which
is funded by a $168,944 grant award-
ed to Ul by National Endowment for

the Humanities.

This is the first year this grant has
been awarded to the Silver Valley,

Aiken said.

Other workshops sponsored by
the grant focus on exposing teachers
to the historic sites of Pearl Harbor,
the U.S. Capitol, Independence Hall
and Mark Twain’s house during
separate workshop sessions this

summer.

WORKSHOP

Continued from Page 1

Teachers who participate
one stuch summer lesson
receive a $500 stipend to
cover travel expenses and
room and beoard. Aiken said
all the applications she’s
received as of yet for the
Silver Valley workshops have

been from outside the region.

“So it would be nice to
have more local folks come,”

she said.

But the event also pro-
vides an opportunity to bring
outside dollars into the Silver
Valley, Aiken said.

The Silver Valley work-
shops run June 19-23 and -
July 10-14 and will be based
in Wallace. Only 50 spots are
available per session, Aiken
said.

Educators from all sectors
— including public, private
and home-school teachers
— are eligible to attend the
events. For more information
visit: www.neh.gov/projects/
landmarks-schoolhtml.
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Pulaski
Trail wotk is
ongoing, group
preparing for
opening

By ERIKA KIRSCH
-Staff writer

WALLACE — The nights are
getting Tonger and days are getting
warmer and that can only mean one
thing. I’s time to break out the hik-
ing boots.

A locdl group is gearing up to

nnan ana nf the most historical

OPCR CRIC UL al Jllvost 282

tenils in the Silver Valley, the Pulaski ~

Tunnel Trail. Jim See, president

of the Pulaski Project, spoke to
members of the Historic Wallace
Chamber of Cornmerce Wednesday
afternoon about the upcoming plans
for the project.

See first became interested in the
trail when he started hiking in the
area in the mid-1980s, he said.

“The trail was getting bad,” See
said. “It was abandoned and it cross-
es private land. I was afraid the adit
would eventually cave in.”

" ‘The Pulaski Project was named
after Edward Pulaski, a United
States Forest Service ranger during
the 1910 fire storm between Wallace
and Avery. He led a 45-men team

of firefighters to the abandoned
Nicholson mine south of Wallace to
reach safety. Thirty-nine of Pulaski’s
men survived the fire storm that

project continues

Jim See, president of the Pulasli Project, spoke to members of the ’
‘Mistoric Wallace Chamber of Commerce Wednesday afternoon about
the upcoming plans for the Pulaski Tunnel Trail.

trapped 1,800 men between Wallace
and Avery, )
The 1910 fire burned for three
months and burned 9 billion board
feet of timber across 3 million acres

- of land. It was the largest wildfire in

United Statesistory.

See and the Pulaski Project board
members H&édan working toward
getting easements for the private
land and securing funds to further
the project. The group received just
under $300,000 for the project from
the federal government spearheaded
by Sen. Larry Craig. A bridge, paid
for with the funds received, was
placed at the site in Wallace last

year during a special ceremony in
August.

Several dignitaries were pres-
ent at the dedication of the Pulaski
Tunnel Trail bridge last summer
including: Craig and bis wife,
Suzanne; Craig’s Regional Director
John Martin; his Communications
Manager Dan Whiting; Department
of Agriculture Under Secretary
Mark Rey; U.S. Forest Service and
Region I representative Ranotta
McNair: U.S. Bureau of Land
Management representative Eric
Thomson; the Idaho Departioent

- Photo hy ERIKA KIRSCH

'PULASKI

Continued from Page 1

of Parks and Recreation;

-Wallace Mayor Ron
' Garitone; Dwight Opp of
! Stimson Lumber Company;

Carl Scheel representing
East Shoshone County
Water District; John

- Cantamessa of the Idaho

Panhandle Resource
Advisory Committee and
Shoshone County com-
missioners; Shoshone
County Commissioner

- Sherry Krulitz; Pulaski
* Project board members

Harry Magnuson and Dale -
Lavigne; and Mary Lou

" Shepherd of the Idaho State

Legislature.

Another bridge was
added this spring. There
are currently three small
footbridges and three major

“bridges in place and two

more bridges will follow in
the future, See said. Also
in the works, are 12 inter-
pretive signs and the U.s.

Forest Service will be print-

ing a map of the trail and
brochures, See said.

A group worked to build
the trailhead and restore the
trail to the mine adit. Trail

. work started last summer

and all but the last 1/4-mile
of the trail is complete.
Phase II of the project will
focus on the adif site. There
will also be six signs con-
structed near that site, See
said. .

“The work on the trail
will never end,” See said.

l
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“We want to make it a world- |

class interpretive trail.”
Pulaski Trail users will
likely be able to hike the
trail sometime between
June 15 and July 1, See
gaid. There will also be a
few groups coming through
the area to utilize the trail

- and it’s historical distinc-

tion. The Panhandle Nordic
Ski and Snowshoe Club
will be visiting the area on
June 17 to use the trail as
part of their summer hike
prograin, and two groups
of 50 teachers will be com
ing to the Pulaski Tunnel
Trail on June 20 and July
11. University of Idaho
Associate Dean Katherine
Aiken will be leading the
groups to the national his-
toric sites and areas of min-
ing history.

" “[The trail] will be a hik-
ing trail that people will
come to see and use,” See
said. “It’s a sacred kind of
place. It did save a number
of people, but people did die
there too.”

!
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Tunnel Trall A

welcomes
new v:sﬂors

WALLACE The Pulask1 Tunnel’
“Trail; south of Wallace, will seg its first -
onslaught of visitors today.

- The Panhandle Nordic Ski and

Snowshoe Club will be utilizing the - -

* trail for training starting at 9 &.m

today, said Jim See, president of the

Pulaski Project.
The first three of-a dozen large-
format interpretive signs have been

. installed on the Pulaski Tiumnel Trail

near the trailhead. They are the prod- -
uct of no Kttle amount of work and dis-

cussions between the Forest Service

- team of Cort Stms, Grady Myers, Linda

McFaddan and Jack Dorrel. The signs

" are 4so Targely due to the Pulaski

‘Project’s team of Jim See, Ron Roizen,

- Robin Stanley, John Amonson and chk

Cafon. |

These first three signs offera
picture of the general design of the
other nine signs. The trail’s historical

" signage was funded by a generous

grant from the U.S. Forest Service’s
Region I headquarters in Missola,
Mont. The grant falls under a special
historical provision offering funding for

commemarafive projects.in the Forest

SerVJce s centenmal year in 2005. -

See TRAIL Page 3
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Conttnued from Page 1

. The trail has been com-
pleted all the way to the
Pulaski Tunnel Al bridges
have been installed, the path-

way across difficulf rock-slide

arcas has been established
-and biittressed. The surfacing
and defisition of the enttre )
“hike has been completed... ..
‘Though the trail is ot yet
fully conipleted, more signs
will be installed and worlk will -
"be done at the terminus of

the trail. The trail is ready to -

. hecept hikers over its entire

course and is paved to the first
three signs for wheelchair
gccesmblhty .

Additionally, the h—aﬂhead
complex, comprised of a
paved and marked parking .

area; a Forest Service rest

room; a paved walkway; a
erosswalk: and appropriate
historical site signage are all
how in'place. -

. Katherine Afken, a histo- -

. rian and department chair
i at the University of Idaho

in Moscow, recently won a
National Endowment for the
Humanities grant to teach
teachers about"American
history by bringing groups

| fo key historical vennes and
. exploring the history to be
i learned and viewed there.

Aiken’s grant concerned the
Silver Valley and an important
part of her curriculym will

; Involve the Pulaski sfory and
. the Big Blowup’s impact on -

| Forest Service policy and U.S.-
’ views on wildfire. Atkén’s first
gE: corps of 50 teacher-students

3

| | will be hlkmg the trail start—

| ing at 9 am. on Tuesday She
| has secured the-services of

f ‘Professor Stephen J. Pyne,
author of “Year of the Fires,”
the authoritative history of

e —

! the Big Blowup. Pyne wﬂl be

| alecturer and a docent for the
? June 20 hike. 7

I .

| — Submitted by Ron Roizen
" -of the Pulaski Project )



Project Status Report

Pulaski Tunnel Trail

Idaho Panhandle National Forests
(June 21, 2006) '

Trailhead Area:

The subcontractor has substantially completed all work on the traithead
area. Recently completed tasks include: paving the parking area and trail,
dressing the site with topsoil, installing curb sections, and painting
permanent traffic stripping.

A Final review of the Trailhead portion of the project conducted by the
Forest Service identified three minor deficiencies that need to be
addressed by the subcontractor (Wesslen Construction) to close out this
portion of the project. The subcontractor intends to correct the noted
deficiencies by the end of the week of June 23,

Contractor placing hot bituminous
asphalt surfacing on trail.
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Trail Construction:

Additional work items in the
trailhead area have been
subcontracted to KD Construction
and this work should be completed
by mid-July. Items include:
installation of Pulaskis on the
permanent trail signs, and erection of
a cable pedestrian guardrail from the
parking area to the bridge.

Independent of the construction
contract, the Forest Service has
recently completed the installation of
the three porcelain interpretive signs
in the trailhead area of the project.
The remaining nine porcelain
interpretive signs will be installed
upon completion of the trail.

Since resuming construction following the winter shut down the subcontractor has completed
installation of four timber bridges and has finished pioneeting the trail to the overlook area. Currently
the subcontractor is working on the interpretive sign installations at the overlook area. After completing
the work at the overlook, the subcontractor will move back down the trail to dress cut slopes, ingtall

remaining interpretive sign posts,
place gabion basket section in mine
tailings area, place crushed aggregate
on lower trail, install doweled rail
fence in two locations and construct
the cable pedestrian guardrail system
in'the trailhead area.

Based on current progtess, KD
construction should complete all of
the trail work by mid-July.




2 hikes recently on a freshly constructed portion of the Pula

ski Tunnel Trail along the Waest Fork of Placer Creek just outside of Wallace.

| New trail celebrates
Pulaski’s great escape

BY RICH LANDERS
Outdoors editor

he smoke from the fires cleared more
than 95 years ago, but it was just last’

1 week that the dust seftled from
building a handsome hiking trail .
commemorating an epic event in national
forest history. -

The Pulaski Tunnel Trail begins less
than a mile south of downtown Wallace
and Jeads two miles into the legacy of the
1910 forest fires and Ed Pulaski, one of the
earliest rangers in the U.S. Forest Service.

Inland Northwest hikers should put the

See PULASKI TR'AIE., T2
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1910 forest fires
sparked Pulaski’s fame

BY RICH LANDERS
70u_tdoors editor

he epic 1910 forest fire “blow-up”
was: the proverbial worst-case
. scendrio. )
Hundréds, perhaps theusands of
lightning- and human-caused blazes
were burning with relatively modest.
impacts in a tinder-dry year before they
came together on Aug. 20 and exploded
into an inferno whipped by
hurricane-forcé winds. .
When it was over two days later, 78
firefighters and at least seven civilians |

See HISTORY, T2

USFS

The new Pulaski Tunnel Trail leads to the mine that spared
39 lives during the 1910 fire. Photo above shows the mine
entrance after the fire swept West Fork of Placer Creek.




PUI.ASKI TRAIL

Conrtinued from T1

foue-mile tound trip on ﬂ‘l&ll‘
.must-do list, The route would be - -

_.aworthy destination even if i it

* Trere just another trail.

o’ Fit hikers can. handle the trip ~
with 1,000 feet of' elevation gain
and loss - in less than two hours.

.But plan on devoting more time
to read the 12 lavish trailside
signs and appreciate why Jim
See, Ron Roizen and other Silver
VaIley residents Have been
puttinga hold on their present

“activities to séeure this piece of
the past. ‘

" See,aguidarice counselor for -
the Mullan School District, .
sparked the trail project three
years ago to draw attention to the -
site where Pulaski saved most of
his firefighting crew as they were.
caught in the path of horrific
fires. District Superintendent
TRobin Stanley readily adopted
See’s enthusiasm and rallied the
support of the valley’s movers
and shakers. The Shoshone
County Commissioners pitched
in the startup money,

Idaho Sen. Larry Craig
“instantly grasped the historic’
significance and helped coine . -
through with 2$300,000 gract,”
said Roizen, a retired soc1olog15t .

" 'o’s helped work out the tangle

g 10g15t1cs. G

The story of the 1910 fires and
Ed Pulaski has been passed down
through the generations, but-
2003 seemed to be the perfect
timing to launch the campaign to
commemorate it appropriately,
Roizen said.

“A book was out and Public TV
had just released a two-hour -
docurnentary, creating a national
audience we could use as
evidence to the project’s bistoric
stature in our appeals for grants ”
See said,

“The trail was an instant
best-seller. People were saying, .
“Why didn’t we do this sooner? ”

“The U.8. Forest Service has
done the heavy lifting on this

The decaying Nicholson adit,
where Ranger Pulaski and his .
firefighters waited out the 1010
wildfire near Wallace, is now
gated to prevent entry for
public safety.

”Extend the hlke

-+ ynmaintained trait that continues” steeply up to the St Joe
* way on this trail, gouged and rounded by years of motorcycle

. ‘use, then leave the divide to drop down Cranky Gufch Trail No.
- 39.to Moon Pass Road.’

'Book details mferno

FILE The Spkesman—Review .

project,” Roizen said, pointing -
out that the agency “developed
the easements, the interpretive

| signs and it crafted and let the
contracts for the trail’s
construction.”

Forest Service trail expert Jack
Dorrell designed the route and
trajlbuilders Dwight and Kay
Clift of Pinehurst did the work.

“Total costs for the project are
in the neighborhood of :
$600,000,” See said, “but the
local Forest Service employees
have put in much morethan the
official dollar figure.” .

The trailhead is just a mile '

“south of downtown Wallace on -
the road to Moon Pass and the 5t.
Joe River. Walking recently from
the new parking area and vault -
toilet to the stunning first bridge
over West Fork Placer Creek, See
was clearly proud of how it all
came together,

“The first few hundred yards
are paved and suitable for
wheelchairs to come along the

- creek and see the introductory .
signs,”he said. “Beyond that, it’s
a dirt and rock hiking trail. The
ferrain leaves no other option.”

raiE makesa good hike at four mies
d-trip with nea 000-fee ejglevatjon gain and foss,
ever, sene.u :rip into a snxjmlle
foop, connected by.a shortsroad shutt}e as follows.

" After hiking two miles to the Pulaski Tunnel, lock for the old

e Pulaski: Titane

Divide Trail No: 16 near-Striped Peak. Turn left and hike a short E '

Here you eould have another vehicle waiting or possrbly a
bicycle or just watk the easy mile down the road to the Pulaskl
Tunnel Trailhead. ]

“Year of the Fires: The Story of the Great Fires of 1910,” by
Stephen J. Pyne (Viking Press), is a meticulously researched
and detailed account of the event that cooked the region and
shaped national forest history. .

The new route generally

- follows the old West Fork Placer

Creek Trail 38, “The Forest i
Service had designated the trail .
as a national Historic Escape -
Route,” Roizen said. “I never
knew there was such a thing, T
don’t how many there are, but
there car’t be many. In this case,
the route wasn’t being
maintained.”

Indeed, the latest Coeur
d’Alene National Forest map,
published four years ago, doesn’t
even show Trail 38 or the famous
mine adit (mine entry passage)
where Pulaski sheltered his men
from the flames,

“A few locals hiked in here,
and I suppose they're not happy
that we've opened their

“hideawsy to the public,” said See,”
* . who's walked the route dozens of

times to document the

. copstruction and show various

groups the still-evolving product.
“There are still lots of things

we waitt to do along the trail,

including benches and tables, but

_ the trail itself is done.”
- And if's a beauty.

‘West Fork Placer Creek is the
trail’s constant companion.
Although some of the creek
crossings would be an easy si(ip
and a jumnp during summer, the
five bridges make the trail
avatlable to hikers early in the
spring when the water rages
down the streams in a thunder
that can make your heart soar
and conversation difficult. -

" “Every time I come up here it's
different,” See said. “More or fess
water, greener, browner, flowers
and then berries, new animal
tracks in the frail” L

* After passing a series of flood
control gabion dams near the
confluence with Placer Creek;
the West Fork is a wild stream
with numerous small Waterfalis
andpools. .

The trail eveni:ually crosses a
steep unvegetated mine dump
and passes an exposed piece of
ore-~car rail and one of the
Buffalo blowers that helped
ventilate the War Eagle Mine. .
Here, at the halfway point up the
two-mile Pulaski "Trail, there’s a -
side trail heading offa hundred °

yards or so to the old caved:in
mine site.
* The traﬁ has steeper sections

and passes two more mterpretwe
signs in the last mile to the
Pulaski Tunnel site. - '

The adit is across the creek
from the viewpoint that allows
hikers to observe where 42 men’

" and two horses went into the adit

dunng the fires, and 38 came out’
ive.

The hillside has sloughed over
the years and thé entrance Ras
been gated to prevent entry. But
a serfes of six more signs brings
the story to conclusion.

"' “In the next year we want to
clean this area up a little to make
it a better place forpeople to -
linger and ehjoy this,” said See,
looking at the blowdowns that in

_the center of ioop the traul makes

atthe end. -
He pointed to an oid

- burned-out stump, a relic of the

1910 fires. “You see a few stumps
and snags from the fire on the
hile in, but you’ll see a Iot more
if you continue up the -
unimproved trail that climbs
steeply toward the St. Joe

. Divide,” he said.

Like silvery silent séntinels,
the snags have stood for more
than 95 years after the smoke
cleared.

HISTORY

Continued from: T1

- Edward Pulaski, among the ﬁrst Forest

Seerce rangers in an agency
only four years old, was leading his -

that was

“The next man who tries to leave this
- tunnel I will shoot.”
" Apparently all of the men passed out

could be used to build fire line.
Even today, the Pulaski goes into the

hands of every new forest firefighter,

along with the story of the 1910 fires.

were documented as dead, The Idaho
towns of Wallace, Kellogg, Osburn,
Burke and Murray were ravaged. The
Montana towns of Taft, DeBorgia, -
Saltese, Haugan and Tuscor were
consumed.

Much of a 3-million-acre path 260
miles long and 200 miles wide from the
Salmon River north to Canada was
charred.

And most of that destruction had
occurred in just six hours.

At its peak, the firestorm was
unleashing as much energy every two
minttes as the atomic bomb dropped on
Hiroshima.

' firefighters toward safety in Wallace

when the blow-up surrounded them
with flames. Some accounts suggest he
was headed toward the War Eagle Mine
when he realized even that goal was
unattainable.

He herded his 45 ﬁreﬁghters and two
horses into the Nicholson adit, which has
been known almost since that day as the
Pulaski Tunnel.

In his 1923 account of the incident,
Pulaski said the men were frantic as the

. heat intensified and seared their lungs.

One panicked firefighter tried to flee the
tunnel, prompting Pulaski to pull his
government 1ssued revolver and say,

during the ordeal. Those who woke
found a devastated landscape, rocks too
hot to touch, the West Fork of Placer
Creek undrinkable because it was so full
of ash and dead fish.

‘The two horses were lifeless, and, as
the men came to consciousness, one
firefighter said, “Come on outside boys
the boss is dead.” :

Pulaski famously replied, “Like hell he
is”

Pulaski was considered a hero after
making the decisions that saved 39 of the
45 men. Years later, he invented a
firefighting tool featuring an ax-blade
head that swept back into a hoe that

_contributed to this story,)

The event became the 9/1 of forest
firefighting, prompting the young U.S.
Foreést Service to declare total war on
wildfires for the better part of the next
century.

Ironically, that preoccupation with’
total fire suppression has led to an
unnatural buildup of forest fuels that left
the nation’s forests once again
susceptible to catastrophic fires. Only in
recent decades has the Forest: Service _
revamped fire management policies, .

_allowing fire to once again play a role.

(Staff writer James Hagengruber
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~ The great fire of 1910

There was nothing unusual about the
late winter and spring of 1910, except
for the fact that little rain fell during the

“spring months after a relatively norrmal
winter.

However, as the sumimer progressed,
the ternperaiure soared and a hot,
dry wind biasted North Idaho out of
Washington and the Palouse areas.

As the vegetation began to wilt and
trees became like match sticks inder
the intense heat, the danger of wildfires
began to'grow until July 15, when a
tremendous thunderstorm blasted the
region, bringing intense lightning and
almost no rain.

That storm reportedly sparked aver
3,000 fires in the forests throughout the
region. That imimense number of fires,
combined with what was later recorded
as one of the driest summers ever in the
region, was what led to the great fire of
1910.

Mother Nature cannot be blamed
for many of the fires as Forest Service

24 Summer 2006

FIRE

Continued from Page 23

-tion to being sorely undermanned, was
also Iacking in any practical fire fighting
experience in the the rugged mountains
of the northern Rockies,

| The high-mountain lookouts had not
year been built and only sporadic reports
from patrol crews provided information
about the fires which were dotting the

‘region,

Because of the lack of information
on locations and sizes of fires, many of
the blazes went for weeks without being
attacked.

The supplies for the fire crews were
sparse as best and no backup supplies
were available in the area.

Firefighters were recruited from
across the region, but even these efforts
were largely in vain as the manpower
broke down to only about 1 man per fire.

The fires continued to burn unchecked
until August 20 whex, following several
days of high winds, many of the fires were
blown together into a huge inferno which
turned night into day all along the front.

records indicate that over 200 of the
blazes in the Coeur d’Alene Forest were
man-caused. .

:Some reportedly were arson-caused,
many were blamed on careless loggers,
homesteaders and other people out sim-
ply enjoying the forests,

However, the railroad was later to
take the greatest blame for sparking
many of the deadly fires.

Several of the fires along the St.

Joe River, Loop Creek and North Fork
drainages, as well as many in Montana,

%

¢ were allegedly started by the Chicago,

Milwaukee and Puget Sound railroads.
Crews from those railroads were
comnpleting bridges and other types
of work along the line and the big,
coalfired, steam locomotives threw off
sparks which ignited the dry brush
along the lines' right-of-ways.
‘When the fires broke, the newly-
established U.S. Forest Service, in addi

See FIRE, Page 24

i

Along the rail line through the Taft
‘Tunnel area, many heroic (some say
miraculous) scenes were played out as
trains scrambled back and forth through
the tunnels rescuing settlers and firefight-
ers alike.

Railroad work crews were stationed
along the line and, fortunately, the worl
meant that there were several trains,
engines and backup engines located along
the tracks.

When the big blowup of Aug. 20 came,
many of the Ettle railroad towns along
the route, most of which were occupied
with workers, prostitutes and store and
bar keepers, were in peril and, since the
railroad had brought many of them to the
and was responsible for getting them out.

All during the night of Aug. 20, the
trains raced back and forth as the fire
raged around. .

On train backed all the way to the tiny
station of Falcon to bring out the residents
of that area and bring them to safety in
Avery.

Racing through the flames the trains
made their way to the safety of the long
tunnels along the line, as crews doused

See FIRE, Page 25

~ FIRE

Continued from Page 24

burning trestles before the trains could
pass. , -

Nearly 400 people waited out the
night of Aug. 20 inside the safety of the
2-mile-long Taft Tunnel as the fire raged
at both portals,

The final of three rescue missions
from the town of Taft came late in the
day and the engineer of the train decid-
ed to make a runs for the Taft Tunnel,
the longest in the area, which would
provide the best protection. ;

However, it was learned that 2 group
of approximately 47 workers and their
families were trapped back along the

Summer 2006 25

route and one engineer and a conduc-
tor volunteered to go back and rescue
them. -

The train made its way back to pick
up the panicked group and then made
a dash through a wall of flame and over
biirning bridges toward safety.

It was quickly determined that there
would be no way to reach the Taft
Tunnel so the crew raced on through
the flaming hell and finally held up in a
shorter structure known as Tunnel 22
Approximately 50 peaple were saved by
the heroics of the train crew that day.

Allin-all, there were around 600
people along the Taft Tunnel route who
owed their lives t6 the bravery of the
railroad crews on the day when ail hell
broke loose from the great fire.

£y
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95 years in

\t was a fitting tribute. On the centenni-
. inniversary of the United States Forest
Service and 95 years to the day after the
worst forest fire in American history, the
Pulaski Tunnel Trail was officially dedi-

" cated. -
Several community and family menm-

the making

chased Pulaski and the 45 men he could
corral into an old, abandoned miine, the
Nicholson mine south of Wallace.

The men stayed in the mine with the
threat of being shot by Pulaski if any man
attermpted to leave. Pulaski s_tayed at the
-entrance of the mine attempting

bers and dignitaries came out for the
ceremony honoring the man, USFS

to keep the approaching fire at bay. Six
of the 45 men perished in the mine, the

Ranger Edward Pulaski, who' saved the rernainder were burned.

lives of 39 men during “The Big Blowup”

Pulaski and his men were honored last

of 1910 in the forested lands blanketing August two miles from: the mine where
the area between Wallace and Avery. The  they spent the night of Aug. 20, 1905.

firestorm trapped 1,800 men. The dev-
astating fire forever changed the lives of
the people in the Inland Northwest. The
firestorm that swept through the land

PULASKI
Continued from Page 26

who made it home. Senator
Y arry Craig was instrumental
i acuring funding for the
%.__aski Tunnel Trail. Craig -
spake at the event and was
- flanked by the Department of
Agriculture Under Secretary
Mark Rey, Eric Thomson
of the U.S. Bureau of Land
. Management, Ranotta McNair
" of the USFS Region I, Wallace -
Mayor Ron Garitone and the
USFS Color Guard was also on
hand to give a bagpipe tribute
to the dedication.
“The national significance of
" this event is extremely impor-
tant to the community and the
state,” Sen. Craig said. “We
need to grab a hold of these

Several dignitaries came out for the event
to honor the men who feli and the men
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. ~Photo by ERIKA KIRSCH
Jim See, presldent of the Pulaski Project,

‘addressed the crowd at the Pulaski Tunnel

Trail Dedication ceremony last August
in Wallace. On the left is Senator Larry

Craig and on the right are Department of

Agriculture Under Secretary Mark Rey and
Ranotta McNair of the United States Forest

Service Region |

10 years ago. But it wasn’t until 2002

historical sites and Fm extremely happy 0. when See and Mullan School District

be a part of this. Ifs a lot of fun.”

Superintendent Robin Stanley organized

" Jim See, the president of the Pulaski the Pulaski Project committee, The group

Project, first came up with the idea
to rehabilitate the Putaski Trail about

“has been working steadily toward the
See PULASKI, Page _28

See PULASK], Page 27
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—- Photos by ERIKA KIRSCH
John Amonson
chops a ribbon with
a Pulaski tool for the
dedication ceremony .
at the Pulaski Tunnel
trailhead in Wallace.
Shoshone County
Commissioner .
Sherry Krulitz holds
the ribbon. Amonson
is on the Pulaski

' Project board.

PULASKI

Contmued from Page 27

goal of honoring the ﬂreﬁghrﬁrs of the
1910 fire ever since. See gave an emo-
tional speech while the andio of a consum-
ing fire played in the background at the
dedication ceremony. See was then pre-
sented with a certificate of appreciation
and a chrome Pulaski tool. The Pulaski -
tool was invented and presented to USFS

efforts.”

supervisors by Pulaski in 1911. The tool /‘ )
is a hybrid of an ax and a mattock and =~
is w1de1y used today in ﬂre suppressmn

“Manpy of the reports said the fire
sounded like 1,000 trains going over )
1,000 trestles, everybody talked about the . .

“sound of the fire. The men went stark rav-_.

ing miad. Some ran straight into the fire,

* some shot themselves,” See said. “Men - -
" were crying and praying and some were 7 -

unconscious. [Pulaski] had burns, he lost -
his eyesighit. We honor him with this

30 Summer 2006

PULASKI

Continued from Page 28

trafl, we henor the six men who died, we
honor all the wildland firefighters with
this trail past, presént and future.

“The fallen firefighters have paid the
ultimate price, we honor them with this
trail,” See said.

‘The Pulaski Project came to fruition.
with the cooperation of many officials and
groups including: the USFS, the Bureau
of Land Management, HECLA, Stimson
Tumber and East Shoshone County
Water:Company and the projectis also a
part of the Greater Wallace Community
Development Corporation. Sen. Cralg
helped to secure much of the money uti-
lized for the project.

. The first three of a dozen large-format
interpretive signs have been installed on
the Pulaski Tunnel Trail near the trail-
head. They are the product of no litile
amount of work and discussions between
. the Forest Service team of Cort Sitns,
Grady Myers, Linda McFaddan and Jack
- Dorrel. The signs are also largely due to
the Pulaski Projéct’s team of Jim See, Ron

 See PULASKI, Page 30
Roizen, Robin Stanley, John Amonson and
Dick Caron.

These first three signs offer a picture
of the general design of the other nine
signs. The trail's historical signage was
funded by a generous grant from the U.S:
Forest Sexrvice’s Region I headquarters in
Missoula, Mont. The grant falls undera
special historical provision offering fund-
ing for commemorative projects in the
Forest Service’s centennial year in 2005.

The trail has been completed all the
way to the Pulaski Tunnel. All bridges
have been installed, the pathway across
difficult rock-slide areas has been estab-
lished and huttressed. The surfacing
and definition of the entire hike has

‘been completed. Though the trail is not

vet fully completed, more signs will be
installed and work will be done at the
terminus of the trail. The trail is ready to
accept hikers over its entire course and

'1s paved to the first three SIgns for wheel-
" chair accessibility.

Additionally; the tratlhead complex
comprised of a paved and marked park
ing area; a Forest Service restroom; a
paved walkway; a crosswalk; and appro-
priate historical site signage are all now
i place.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WEDNESDAY, JULY 26, 2006

before taking on whatever was to

Pulaski Tunnel Trail in phases
e be done at the destination of the

Regarding your editorial Third, we thoroughly agree 451,
of July 12th about the Pulaski that the Nicholson mine currently e second phase will address
Tunnel Trail appears as “a small, relatively the mine portal, a deck for the
First, thank you for yourkind  obscure portal” © " overlook af the mine portal
¥ Is. Were very grateful for The Pulaski Tunnel Trail is  ite, creation and placement of
the NewsPress's coverage of the  a phased project Moreover the  addifional signs celebrating our
trail’s progress. _ process of developing an histofic  greq’s mining history; and place- -
Second, we certainly agree trait takes time and the carefud ment of benches and tables.
that the War Eagle spur is deliberation of all the parties New funding from the Idaho
an interesting element of the involved. , Community Fouridation and Title
trail. The War Eagle mine has "The first phase focused on I of the Craig-Wyden Act {from
long been confused with the building the trail. That comprised  Shoshone County) aré in hand
Nicholson mine (also known completing the parking area, the  for the development of the over-

as Pulaski Tunnel) as the place i toilet, the seven bridges, the inter-  jy0k and portal area.

where Pulaski secured his erew  prétive signs, the construction of We are currently consider-
through the night of the fire, the elevated trail Segment; and ing possible treatments of the
Our research has indicated that  the main body of the frail mine portal. Because the inine
Pulaski was trying to lead his The Forest Service, which has  portal and the trail are isted on

the National Register of Historic
Places, potential treatment
designs must pass muster with a

men fo the War Eagle, but fire cut  done the hard work of design-
thern off and they were forced to  ing and contracting for the trail,
return to the Nicholson mine. had to get phase one completed

number of agencies. :

As the Pulaski story evolves,
we continually appreciate the
“strength and determination” that
ot historic forefathers demon-
strated. Grit and determination

" built the Silver Valley and cor-

tinue to be legacy we all share.
The Pulaski story and the Pilaski
Tunmel Trail also remind all of

- usto appreciate the heroism of

all wildland firefighters, past and
present. s '

The Pulaski Tunnel Trail still
has a wayto go, but there are .
resources and, more importantly,
there is the will to add the ele-
meénts that will make it a world-
class interpretive trail,

Jim See

~ President .
* Puasli Project.

GUEST OPINION

‘Wallace, wildfire and Google

Earth’s highflying view

By RON ROIZEN
Special to the News-Press

_ Getting a different visual -
perspective on Wallace and
the Silver Valley's environs is
one of the benefits of Google
‘Earth - a new sotirce of sat-
ellite-based “eye in the sky”
images, which is available
free at http://earth.google.
com/. :

The risk of catastrophic
wildfire is apparent by look-
ing at Google Earth’s high
altitude images of the Silver
Valley's forest-surrounded
area. o

One need only turn on the
evening national TV news
to confirm that the threat of
catastrophic wildfire in the
American West is a hard real-
ity:
Tanker aircraft, GPS loca-
tion systems, satellite recon-
naissance and all the rest that
modern technology may offer
to our firefighters pale:-before
a catastrophic wildfire.

In southern California, for
example, a recent estimate
puts the cost of the con-
joined Sawtooth and Millard .
fires, so far, at 85,000 acres
scorched, one death, 50 °

" homes, eight ranchers, 171

other structures, and 200

_vehicles destroyed. -

We know it can happen

" here in the Sjlver Valley.

because it did, in 1910 - tak-

ing 87 lives, burning three

million acres, and destroying

the eastern third of Wallace.

. Moreover, our damp cli-.

mate doesn’t protect us.
While it is true that

. Shoshone County's forests

experience the frequent rains

* that refresh the Pacific and

Inland Northwest, it is also
true that this moisture is a
double-edged blessing.
Annual rainfall heightens
growth but also expases our

area to greater risk of cata-
strophic fire when droughts,
hot temperatures, and sub-
stantial winds now and then
co-occur.

Vulnerable fire years may
occur more frequently than

‘we are accustomed to think-

ing.

For example, U.S. Forest '
Ranger Elers Koch counted
“at least nine years which
could be classified as really
bad forest fire years” (name-
ly 1910, 1914, 1917, 1919,
1925, 1926, 1929, 1931, and
1934} over his 40-year career
in our area (1903-1943).

This year's spate of
wildfires in California, the
Southwest, Oklahoma, and
Texas should not lull us into
a sense of security about cur
own region’s risk of great
fires. .

In 2000 -- a huge fire year
when almiost 8,5 million
acres burned in U.S. forests
- five of the nation’s 10 larg-
est wildfires were located
in the northern Rocky
Mountains. The largest of
these, the Valley Complex
fire in the Bitterroot National
Forest, was also the nearest
tous. - |
Our vulnerability to
cafastrophic wildfire is in
all probability greater today
than it was in 1910; ’

An analysis of old and
recent photos carried out by
the Pulaski Project suggests
that there is more forest fuel

© surrounding Wallace today

than there was in the period
immediately prior to the

- great 1910 fire.

A technical report )
(Harkins et al., “The Idaho
Panhandle National Forests
Wildfire Hazard-Risk
Assessment,” 1999) further
explains;

See FIRE, Page 5

FIRE

“Historical Jogging, the exotic disease

Continued from Page 4

white pine blister rust (Cronartiun ribicola),
and fire exclusion have converted the majoi-

ity of historic western white pine (Pinus -

m(_)nticola) and western larch (Larix occiden-
talis) forests to dense, stratified Douglas fir

and true fir forests. This forest conversion
has increased fuel loads, ladder fuels, and

insect epidemics. These forest changes have
decreased the probability of mixed severity
fire occurrence and increased the probability

‘of severe stand replacing fire occurrence

on the IPNE... Fire exclusion may alse have
influenced present conditions within the long

fire-interval forests of northern Idaho...”
Google Earth’s fmages provide new evi

dence of how exposed we are,

Google Earth’s photos do not tell us what

We, as a community, should or should not
do to defend Wallace afid other Shoshone
Count)_r commupities from the threat of cata
strophic wildfire - though they may help us

to that end.

'_I‘he images at this point serve to provide
a different and illuminating perspective on

our potential wildfire threat.

_What we do about that threat is; I believe,
an issue that deserves serious and deliberate

attention of all of us.

10!
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— Courtesy photos

. (From clockwise] Silver Hills Elementary.
- Sghool students Randy Berryhill and

Samara Owens take a break during their
recent fisldtrip to the Pulaski Trail. Also

1 pictured-is Hayden Hogamier and his moth-
er Sara Hogamier.

(top right] Silver Hills Elementary Schoof

student Josh Howard stands beside the.

pulaski displayed on the Pulaski Trail.

{Left) Silver Hills Elementary School stu-
dents from Sue Achord and Charlene
Krone's fourth-grade classes stand, along
with their chaperones, on a bridge during
their recent field trip to the Pulaski Trail.




Two Reports: Fire Room Experience Feasibility Study

and What Makes Museums & Interpretive Centers Succeed or Fail
January 4, 2007

Fire Room Experience Study

Our proximate aim was to collect enough "nuts and bolts" information about design alternatives to (a) select a

preferred alternative and (b) use the information provided about that alternative to help build a proposal for the

design and construction of an actual simulated fire experience.

Consultant considered eight options: '
Backdraft Experience
Planetarivm approach

Underwriters’ Laboratory Burn Room
Fire Zone Facility, New York City

Live Theatrical Performance Virtnal Reality Experience

Mine Experience 360-Degree Projection Show
But consultant’s report concentrated too much on the creaiive aspect and left us without a lot of “nuts and boits”
information for the preparation of a proposal.
“Still another indicator of the preliminary character of what the report offers us is that fact that the impaneling of a
“charette” for brainstorming more well-defined design directions within these design categories is still in the future
in the consultant's report.” {Turned out, as 1 investigated further, that a typical charette cost $30K to $50K by the
creative and engineering firms that do this sort of thing for theme parks, another 1mportant and sobering

discovery.)

_ So I terminated the grant at $2.5K (of $5K) and tock the finishing of the project in-house.

Draft was submitted on Oct. 31, 2006, and was satisfactory to the Forest Service.

So I followed up on the main options to be nvestigated: fire simulation (Backdraft-like), wide-screen cinema, and
virtual reality.

I"'m giving you a very brief bottom-line om each of these three approaches

o Fire sinwlation: “...though perhaps the closest approximation to what we imagined our fire experience
sirulation, can probably be safely eliminated owing to the substantial cost of individual performances of
the exhibit (chiefly fuel costs) against the uncertain flow of visitors to our facility. According to one of
my experienced contacts,

= Ballpark core, shell and show capital expenditures: $600 to $1200 per sq. ft.

= Expendables: Really depends on how many times per day the show operates, and, of course,
how big the show effects are.

= Ballpark natural gas $250,000 to $500,000 per year, estimated.

= Ballpark electrical: $100,000 to $130,000 per year, per data from Backdraft.

= Staffing: Assume 2 sets of ops staff at 3 people each staff, salaried. Use local salaries for costs.
Assume 2 sets of 3 hourly ops staff for andience interaction, etc. Use local service labor wages.
Burden as per local costs for overhead, ete.

o Widescreen cinema: Mt. St. Helens uses regular cinema, as does Cataldo Mission. Facility and space
costs are credible, but the cost of the creative production of the film is high We may think of several
categories of costs:

m  creative cost -- i.e., coming up with. the concept and outline of the design
land and exterior structure costs
interior design and construction costs and requirements & technology costs
cost of creating the creative content of the experience -- i.e., the cinematic or experiential content
costs of operation and maintenance
Virtual reality: made a visit to Ann Arbor, to University of Michigan VR Lab
What I saw was impressive, though still trapped in the somewhat cardboardy visual
representations of computer simmlation
= View options beyond headset: “the cave,” flat screen, video screen 3-D, and w1de/curved—screen
= Was particularly interested in representation of trees, forest, fire, wind, etc.
= The 3-D Xerox!
= Zooming around to different locations ~ borrowing landscape data directly from Google Earth
= This affords the prospect of providing the creative aspect of a widescreen film - real time control
not so important, but staged “travel” might be interesting.
= “Show” and be changed and different purposes might be served.
= Sliding-scale costs, but could get something for under $150K.

2

Success or Failure of Museum-Interpretive Center Report:

-

Hired consultant Matt Carroll, recommended by Jay O’Laughlin, who is sociology professor at WSU.

It took a while but he produced a credible and interesting report.

Carroll adopted a “boundary object” conceptual framework: “Any study needs some kind of conceptual basis
upon which to frame its analysis. In the present case, that basis is provided by Star and Griesemer (1989). Using
their study of the history of the U of Cal’s Berkeley’s Museum of Vertebrate Zoology as a primary case study,
these authors built 4 conceptual model of museum viability and successful survival on the basis of the ability of its
leadership to navigate the tensions between the maltiple social worlds that go into the creation and maintenance.”
Matt did a semi-structured phone interview study, doing “purpose sampling” that began with inventorying
institations that were more or less similar to what we had in mind: “Examples include a larger museum of western
art in the Southwest and a forty-year-old museum devoted to local culture in southern California, whose “creation
story” closely resembles that of the Pulaski Center. :

In the end, 28 centers were included in the sample, appropriate informants were interviewed from each.

Mait had a series of interview topics:

»  The “creation story” of the organization;

+ the focus of the displays and programs and the rationale behind the focus;

» the extent to which the original focus changed over time and why;

e how the start up capital was geperaied. (money, labor, physical plant, materials, services, buildings);
e  how operational and maintenance funds are generated;

the marketing strategy (formal or informal) employed and, finally;

the lessons that the interviewee felt it would be helpful to impart to individuals or groups considering opening

a museun or visitor/interpretive center.

Data collected were analyzed and organized and a report written.
Main findings:

o Creation Story: A. single individual or a small group had something they wanted to save for history —
with different variations on this theme. Singlemindedness of founding agents was key. Leaders must
also be able to navigate multiple social worlds — in our case: Forest Service, Chamber of Commerce,
legislators and congressionals, foundations, ete.

o Focns: Started with quite parrow focus and broadened later

o Start-up Capital: Large number began becaunse they could garner some large, unused space that becarme
their facility. Often proceeded with donations of construction help and materials. Body of display
materials already in hand was another form of start-up capital — though this factor can become a “kiss of
death” when collection loses focus. Fipally, need people with good connections.

o Generation Operating Funds: Much harder to generate than start-up capital. Few survive on admission or
gift shop, need subscription membership and legislative or agency appropriations. Various modes of
local funding efforts described. Burn-out of funds providers and volunteers a common problent

© Marketing: Something informants said they were “getting around to one of these days” —ie., alow de
facto priority. Yet informants had many contacts and pubhuty efforts that they actually made
Importance of special events and “rotating collection

¢  Lessons Learned:

»  Getting starfed and keeping the center going are two very different enterprises

»  Be small and realistic in initial ambitions and plans - dispassionate outside copsultant can
sometimes help bring ambitions down to earth '

= Need fo build a war chest of funds as early as possible

»  Need good volunteer legal help initially and on-going.

= Need partnerships with entities: “These include such things as educational partnerships with
schools and colleges, relationships with art councils and historical societies, arrangements with
other similar entities to rotate displays, and of course, relationships with governmental and non-
governmerital groups, foundations and other entities that can provide financial and political
support at crucial times in the life of ones museum or interpretative center.”

= Dor’t forget children.

»  Varied abilities in staff, and staff changes to avoid power build-ups. -

o Conclusion: Need good story to tell, never-say-die commitment, and helpful professional volunteer
consulting.

o Pulaski Center may have what it takes (at some point).

P,



