The blg blowup |

"By Elers Koch

Set an aJIplane course from. - 5 :
¢ Sewice'is 100 years old this year,

Clark Fork; Idaho, south 25

degrees cast, approximately -

along the axis-of the Bitterroot .
. Range, and fly on this eours¢

160 miles to Moose Creekon . ¢

the Selway River.

-On 70 percent of ﬂll.S ﬂlght

you would be flying ovér the -

1910 burn, with the bumed area

‘extending an avérage of 25
miles on either sidé of the line.

* Even then you would have

© scen only three-quartess of the

- .bumed area. You would have
to go through the-South Fork
and the North Fork of the
Flathead, and westerly across
the Kootenal and Kaniksi
“forests to see the rest of the
ﬁ.re-swept area. = -

- Three million acres of’ for&st .

'bumed, most of it in two -

. terrifying days, Aug 20 anle 5

- 1910. .
In 1910, the terntory nowin -
the Coeur d’Alene and St. Joe

Forests was undér the direction

of Supervisor W.G. Weigle,
with headquarters at Wallace. -
Owing to proximity to-
settlements and the large
number of fire crews out atthe
* time of the big blowup, the -
Coeur ¢"Alene (National

Editor’s-’note:The 11.S. Forest *

and %0 help celebrates its

-~ centennial, you'lt find in-the Handle .

Extra throughout 2005 a series of
reminiscences by people who joined

.. the agency in its youth and served it

and the people of the United States. -
‘through its early years. The . .
reminiscences were compiled by
Handle Extra camespondent Cadl .
-Gidlund, a retired smokejumper and

" former public relations officer for the

Idaho Pandhandie National Forests. - -
" -Today's Installment is by Elers =
Koch, a native of Bozeman who was

a graduate of the Yale Schoot of
Forestry. He worked for the Forest

. Semvice from 1903 (when it was

" under the Department of the
Interior) until his retirement.in 1943 -
as supervisor of the Lalo Nationat
Forest in Missotla. He assembled -
accounts of the 1910 fires in 1942.
William G. Weigle was supervisor
“'of the Coeur d’Alene National Forest

"in 1910. Shortly after the disastrous

“fires, he transfemed to Alaska
The account is from an undated
miimeographed brochure tided

- “Whenrthe Mountains Roared.
. Statfes of the 1910 Fire,” published

by-the Idaho Panhandle Natianal
ForesB :

s Forest) suffered more in loss of Life and propesty than any other

forest.

Through May, June and thc first ha]f of July, numcrous fixes were.

 Blowup

- Contmued from 9

started from lightning, campers
. and two raflroads that traversed

the forest. Most of these’ were put

" under control. Quiside the forest;
the Pine Creek Fire to the west. -

burned all through the latter part '
. of July and was a continued threat.

Qn July 23, a severe electric
storm passed over and set
numerous fires. Thése were
manned-as rapidly as possible, but
with new fires starting daily and
high winds that threw.brands a
great distance, conditions got -

Contmued' Blowup/lti

 steadily worse. On Aug, 13, éven
~ though the nearest fire was six

miles from Wallace, aumerous
p;eces of burning bark aslarge as a’
man’s hand fell in the streets,.-
setting awnings on fire in three
different cases: By this time there

- were 1,300 men fighting fire on the
. Coeur &’ Alene besides two-

companies of soldiers, .
With Pine Creek 10 or 12 miles
west of the city afire all through -

__the latier past of July and the first

of August, and with numerous
fires fo the south, just across the
St. JToe divide, the people of

“Wallace were badly worried. On

Aug. 14, a newspaper reporter
stated that all insurance men had
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«Photo ourtesy of US Forest Senvice -

A trall crew swnds where they were assngned 1o .open trails through the )
" massive deadfall left by the 1910 fires that swept acrass the West.

On}u@y 23 a severe .
“electric storm pmed over.

 and set mumevous fires. :

_ all their clerks busy writing fire .
" insiirance poticies but were not |
-refusing any busmess N
On Aug. 20, 4 high wind arose -

about noon. All existing fires
flared up and new ones were
started, Great thunderhedds

showed to the south and west as

the fires rushed to uncontrollable

preportions. It was obvious that a -

i

holoéaust was impending. -
Since the -greatest danger to-

" Wallace was from fire coming

down Placer Creek, Supervisor
Weigle took a saddlehorse and
started up the creek to -
reconnoiter.- He was caught in the
rush of the fire and'had to

- abandon the horse.and take refuge
" in a'mine tuonel: Heé did not
‘succeed in getting back to Wa]lace

until 10:30 that night, with his
eyebrows and clothes scorched

- from his close encounter Wrch the

flames.

‘With the adj acent h.llls1des all -
ablaze, the fire broke info town at
915 Saturday night. The whole

- eastern part of the city burned,

. and before the flames were under

control by the Fire Department,

" approximately 100 buildings were

burned, with an estimated loss of-

_$1 million. Two Iives were lostin

the fire.

A relief train on the Northem
Pacific started from Waflace about
10 p.m., Joaded with women dnd
chlldren They picked up many
more refugées at Multan and .
Saltese.and arrived in Mlssoula

“Sunday morning.

‘All day Sunday new reports of

terrible loss of life came in, as the

scorched and burned survivors of ~

various firefighting crews stumbled
wearily into town with fales of

terror and disaster.

[
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'Ranger a hero of huge
e site honors wﬂdland ﬁreﬁghters

‘ ?y Jamee Hagengruber .
" gruff, no-nonsénse woodsman, would have probably felt uneasy
1~ at Saturday’s ceremony natning 2 trail in his honor.

tariés described him in miythical terms, White-gloved honor

- Near the very same spot on the'same day 95 Augus%s ago -

- torm that unleashed as much enerpy every two minuies 4s the

" ‘million acres along the Montana-Idahc border. -

1910 blaze

taff writer . v :
WALLACE, Idaho - Ranger Eci Pulaskl known ‘to be a

Speechies were read recounting his heroic deeds. Top dlgm-r :

guards and a bagpiper were on’hand at the. mouth of the West )
Fork of Placer Creek.

Pulaskl and his mén were running for their lives from a fires-

atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima. The “Big Blowup” of 1910
kilied at Jeast 85 people, destroyed entire towns ané burned 3

Pulaski

- the Nicholson Adit.

-Moments aftet Pulaski and ‘s crew- reached the riarrow;
abandoned mine shaft, fire swept over the creek valley. The
- tunnef filled with gas andsmoke. Some ticn panicked and eried,

- fire, which ws about the only time he ever publicly described
the ‘event. One of the firefighiers tried to fleg; prompting Pu-

man. who tries to leave this tunnel I will shoot.”
“Inside the mine, timbers'canght fire, Pulaski and the crew
passed out, waking hours later, burned and suffering from lung

firefighter rethatking, “Come .on outside boys, the boss is
| - dead.” Pulaski famously replied, “Like hell he i5.”

early October; butleaders of the Pulagki Project said they want-

; o JesseTinsley/ The Spokesman-Ravizw - ed to hold the dedication on the anniversary of the fite: A nar-
- Rene McCormick of the L. S Forest Service Honor Guard, holdlng,
‘The event became the 911 of wildland firefighting, prompt- * a pulaski tool, stands guard at the Pulasld 'i'rail dedimtmn
- ing the young 1J.S. Forest Service to declare total war on wild- -
- fires for the better part of the next century. On Saturday, the credlted for saving 139 of his 45 firefighters from the ﬂames .
* anniversary of the blowup, a new two-mile. trail was dedicated “History was made here,” said U.S. Sen. Larry Craig, R-Ida- -
that feads, to the remnaﬂts of the mine shaft where Pulaskiis  ho, who helped secure $300 000 from Congress to pay for the

row, steép path.had previously fed to the site, but the path
- crossed private land and:dangerous talus slopes, and the Forest
Service stopped maintaining it abou five years ago.

‘ Cont_lnued Pulaski/Bz

Pulaskl Stump from ﬁre mcluded

) !_saud

Contmued fmm B1

i creek valley, said Jack Dorrell, the For-
~est Service employee who helped de--

sigii the-new toute, “It’s going to be a
_Dice trail, a pretty wa!kmg trail,” he

** Ihe Pulasii Frail aso includes nter-
. pretive signs. The mine shaft where Pu-

" laski and his men took refuge is now

_blocked with steel bars for safety rea-

-.soms, but portions of the route pass trees”
~that were charred in the fire.

 The dedication ceremony featured a
massive, burned cedar stump from the
1910 fire: ‘A, green ribbon circling ‘the
stump was cut with a holy relic of wil-
dland firefighting: Pulaski’s own pulas-

" kitool. The combination ax and hoe in-

~vented by Pulaski is the main tool of
thousands of wildland firefighters to-

" day. The sight of thie weathered tool -

stil razor sharp prompted some gasps
inthecrowd of atleast 125 people. After

the ceremony, Forest Service officials
posed for photos with Pulaski's pulaski,
During ‘the ceremony, members of

the Forest Service honor guard carried. -

shiny chrome-covered pulaskis with
military-ike precision and revérence.
One such tool was presented at the

© event to Jim See, the Mullan High
School guidance counselor who spear- -
. héaded the th.ree—year effort to secure

funds and build an interpretive trafl to

-the site.
The trail is nieant to honor the fire-
' ﬁghters lled in 1910 and ensure the-
events of the day do not fade into his-~

tory, See said. “We honor them with

~this trail,” he said. “We honor all wil-

dland ﬁreﬁghters past, present and fu-
ture with this trail.”

The trail is central to the history of
the Forest Sexvice, which was only five
yeazs old when the fires took place, said
U.S. Department of Agriculture Un-
dersecretary Mark Rey. ,

- Thel910 ﬁres gave thenew agency a
deﬁ.nmg purpose: To demonstrate that
destructive wildfire could be controlled .
and prevented,” Rey said at the dedi-
cation eremony. “In hindsight, per-
haps based on what we know now, they
performed that particular task a bit too:
well. But upon that single achievement
rests the whole practice and the entire -
science of sustained forest manage-.
mént, and that we must never forget.™

Unitil the Forest Setvice couid dem-
onstrate thet fires could be controiled,
the - notion -of replanting trees on
charred land was viewed as a “fool’s ex-

 rand” and not worth a dime of tax dol-

lars, Rey added. Only recently has the
federal governoent begun rethinking

" its ways. Today, the Forest Service is
.struggling to find a way to restote fire to
the West’s overly thick forests while

trying to prevent fires with the same
force as those of 1910,

“Wewill be judged and rexx_lembered
on the basis of whether, during the re-

- mainder of our watch, we- meet this
challenge,” Rey said.

. trail Another $147 000 in pnvate funds was ralsed for the traxl to. -
and others prayed, according to Pulaski’s 1923 account of the-
. laski to pull his government-issued revolver and say, ‘The next
© damage. Pulaski’s men actua]ly thought he was dead, with one -

The trail to the mine starts about a half-mile south of Wallace B
on Moo Pass Road. Construction won’t be. completed until

The new trail is safer, flatter and fol.lows the boi‘toﬁl of the .
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USES ),dedicates Pulaski Tunnel Trail

Forty-six men survived ‘The Big
Blowup’ in 1910 by staying in
Nicholson Mine

DEDICATION

Continued from Page 1

of this event is extremely
important to the community
and the state,” Craig said.
“We need to grab a hold of
these historical sites and I'm -

extremely happy to be a part

of this. It’s 4 Jot of fun.”
Jim See, president of the

Pulaski Project, first came up °

and future.”

“The fallen firefighters have
paid the ultimate price, we
honor them with this trail,”
See said.

The Pulaski Project came to
fruition with the cooperdtion

Eric Thomson of the U.S. .
Bureau of Land Management, ~ f any officials and groups
Ranotta McNair of the USFS including: the USFS, the
Region I, Wallace Mayor Ron Bureau of Ijan‘d Management,
Garitene and the USFS Honor HECLA’ Stimson Lumber
Guard was also on hand to axnd East Shoshone County
- ' T . 50 C give a bagpipe tribute to the ;ﬁ;ﬁi tcig?ﬁgngpa;% ctff}ihe
. . . dedication. )
Visit us online at www.shoshonenewspress.com &t ﬁe%ﬁﬁonal significance  Greater Wallace Community

Development Corporation.

A bridge has been placed
to access the two-mile trail
leading to the mine where
the men retreated during the
firestorm. There will also be
ipterpretive signs along the
viafinished trail. A parking lot
will also be located near the
trailhead.

) with the idea to rehabilitate 1 .
By ERIKA KIRSCH the Pulaski Trail about 10 Now there will be a place
Staff writer vears ago. But it wasn’t until where folks can come to learn
| 2002 when See and Mullan ~ What happened that fateful
WALLACE — It was a fitting tribute. Schoal District Supérintendent  92,” said Ranotta McNair
__On the centennial anniversary of the United Robin Stanley organized-the - from the USFS Region 1. ‘Yf,:s,
‘States Forest Service and 95 years to the day Pulaski Project commiittee., . we are proud that Ed Pul_aslg
after the worst forest fire in Amerjcan history, The grotip has been working ~ 7as 2 part of the USFS history
the Pulaski Tunnel Trail was officially dedicated - steadily toward thesgasiof :':Lnd the other men ar’}d Women
honoring the firefightersof in the forest service.

Saturday.

Several community and family members and
dignitaries ¢ame out for the ceremony honor-
ing the man, USFS Ranger Edward Pulaski,
who saved the lives of 39 men during “The Big
Blowup” of 1910 in the forested lands blanket-
ing the area hetween Wallace and Avery. The
firestorm trapped 1,800 men. The devastating
-fire forever changed the lives of the people In
the Inland Northwest. The firestorm that swept
through the land chased Pulaski and the 45 men
he could corral into an old, abandoned mine, the
Nicholson Mine south of Wallace.

The fire traveled at 60 miles per hour and
burned an estimated 9 billion board fest of tim-
ber across 3 miflion acres of land.

The men stayed in the mine with the threat
of being shot by Pulaski if any man attempted to
leave. Pulaski stayed at the entrance of the mine
attempting to keep the approaching fire at bay.
Six of the 45 men perished in the mine, the sur-
vivors suffered burns.

Pulaski and his men were honored Saturday
afternoon two miles from the mine where they
spent the night on Aug. 20, 1905. Several dig-
nitaries came out for the event to honor the
men who fell and the men who made it home.
U.S. Sen. Larry Craig helped secure funding
for the Pulaski Tunnel Frail. Craig spoke at the

event and was flanked by the Department of
Agriculture Under Secretary Mark Rey,

Above: Senator Larry Craig
addresses the crowd at the
Pulaski Tunnel Trail Dedicaiion
on Saturday afterncon in .
Wallace. The United States

Department of Agriculture Under

Secratary Mark Rey is sitting.
fight: John Amonsan chops
a ribben with a Pulaski tool
for the dedication ceremony
at the Pulaski Tunnei trail-
head on Saturday in Wallace.

Shoshone County Commissioner

Sherry Krulitz holds the rib-

— Photos by ERIKA KIRSCH

the 1910 fire ever since. Hee
gave a speech while the audio
of a consuming fire played in
the background at the dedica-
tion ceremony. See was then
presented with a certificate *
of appreciation and 4 chrome -

Pulaski tool. The Pulaski tool - 7

was invented and présented to
USES supervisors by Pulaski
in 1911. The tool is a hybrid
of an ax and a mattock and is
widely used today in fire sup-
pression efforts.

“Many of the reports said
the fire scunded ke 1,000
trains going over 1,000 tres-
tles, everybody talked about
the sound of the fire. The men
went stark raving mad. Some
ran straight info the fire, some
shot themselves,” See said.
“Men were crying and praying
and some were unconscious.”
[Puwlaski] had burns, he lost
his eyesight. We honor him
with this trail, we honor the
six men who died, we honor
all the wildland firefighters
with this trail past, present

A ribbon cutting christened
the site when a gréen ribben
was placed over a burned-
out: tree and chopped with a
Pulaski tool. The USFS Honor
Guard ended the ceremony
with a march and bagpipe
music.

" Areception was held at
the Willace Inn following the
dedication ceremony. Jim
Petersen, a former resident
of Kellogg and publisher of
Evergreen magazine, was the

keyniote speaker at the recep-

ton. Evergreen magazine,
established in 1986, was start-
ed to help advance the public
understanding and support for
forestry and policy.

“The Pulaski Project is
really a terrific forestry story,”
Petersen said. “It brings to
ight the health, productivity
and history of the forests. I
don’t know where we're head-
ed in this brave new world of
forestry, but I suspect we're
headed in the right direction.”

bon. Amonscn is on the Pulasks
Project board.

As.
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AN EDITION oF TRE SPORRSAAN-PEVIEW

The Spokesman REwew photo archive
Su‘ldance Fire, which biackened 55,910 acres in the oe“{ii’k and Cabinet Mountalns

1967: Downed timber and skeletens of trees marked the aftermath of the

Federal agency in Boise keeps rzmk]n gs
ased on :,pﬂar:é acreage burned, dea*i:hs

" By Tom Litey
Staffwriter

Some wildfires ate-remembered
for their size. Gthers for fivis lost.

And then there’s that rare.
measurement that puskes a blaze to
the top of the list - speed. North
Idzho’s Sundance Fire, a drag-race
of an inferne that narrowly missed -
Bonpers Ferry i 1967, was istarted
by lightning 38 veass ags today. The
blaze made its big run on. the first
day of Septembet :

The National Interagency Fire
Center in Boise keeps a'taily of the
worst fires; and the{ist g ; in
that - 50 far — this yeat’s fires -
haven’t been so bad. But we're not-
ot of the woods vet.

Larry Stone, a retired Forest
Service employee from Sandpoint,

1988 A
backfire,
intentionally set
1o protect Cooke
| City, Ment., from
{he Yellowstone
Fire, thisatened
e iBwn when
the winds
shifted.

remiembers the gﬁnda.lca F"'e well,

“It started its viin Sept. in
and grew from 4,060 acres t
283 than 12 hours, It bttl’!’i(:d a
are mile every six minutes from 5
-t 8 pam.,” he said,

The evening of the big bum,
Slone was dispatched to chase some
people out of the woods. Drought
had plagued North Jdaho that
season; ifs forest was a green
tinderbox. The pubiic had been
banned. A lookcat had 5poited i
headlights on a moudtainside. Stone
decided to inter cept the careless
travelers,

En route 10 the reported traveler )
sighting, Stone listened to the
progress of the Sundance Fire on his

5
o)

Coritinued: Firss/A12

2001: Ron Gross of Twisp, Wash takes Global Posmonmg System readmgs where fourf refi ghters d|ed in the Thn’fy.M e Fre

near Andrews Creek in the Okanogan National Forest. The }uly blaze blackened 10 000 acres.: ’ o . ,  i
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= The Spukésmén-Review

- Sunday, Auglist 28,2005 .

; ’ﬁ:es for the state Department

5 '-Resources wzth a chuckle; -

2L Many forest fires are named because
“" they’re close fo a certain:geographical -
locatmn ‘of they start near landmarks

\gomeé with catchy names, This summier,
e Dirty Face fire burned on the south
" “%ide ‘of Dirty Face Moitntain. The Sd
“fire gtarted ear School Canyon.

"t “There’s a Tot of geographcal places

out there with mterestmg mames, Wthh

: 'they’ll come up, ¥ wlth somethm
+* completely unique. o
o0 A legend ‘within ﬁre manager mrcles o
Forrest Ownbey had'his own methods

thatk {

S WORST

pe

“We thought for SUTE
- was. going to crack doy ;
‘said. “He was probably the most creative”
on ‘naming them,” :
“The search for: the best name; for a Ere
‘s an unspoken competition, said
“Carroll with the National It eragency
-Fire' Coordination Center.
‘o “We get some real creative’ ﬁrcﬁghters i
and. dlspatchers who look fot:some way
" to make it 'methmg other than

-












Project Status Report ' | .

Pulaski Tunnel Trail

Idahoe Panhandle National Forests
(October 31, 2005)

Trailhead Area:

The subcontractor (Wesslen Conistruction, Inc.) has completed all
winterization work on the trailhead area and has pulled off of the
project for remainder of this year. Recently completed tasks include:
construction of all segments of the block retaining wall, furnishing and
placing crushed agaregate base for the parking lot and trail, erection of
permanent signs, erection of sign bases for interpretive signs,
replacement and re-installation of the Cascadian toilet, installation of
the bollards at the bridge, minor landscaping, and general clean up.

All remaining work will be completed as soon as weather will allow in
the Spring of 2006. This work will consist of paving the parking lot
and trail, installation of pin-down curbs, and painting permanent traffic
markings for the cross walk and parking stalls.

7

Futash : B . : . 1DAHD PANHARDLE
sistomc STE : CE g . : Hatichat Foudt;

Workers placing concrete for upper
modular block retaining wall footing.

Compacting trail subgrade
after construction of upper
maedular block wall.

B



Application of Trammscrete poly
modified finish material on parking
lot retaining wall.

E A

R e
7

T

S

S

and curing of Trammscrete
product.




Trail Construction:

The subcontractor (KD Construction) continues to work on pioneering of the new trail and, weather
permitting, hopes to complete this work by mid-November. After completing roughing in the trail to the

overlook area, or when
weather prevents working

on the upper portion of

the project, the subcontractor
intends to begin erecting the
two lower treated timber
bridges near the trailhead
area. Final trail construction
is anticipated to be complete
by June 135, 2006.




