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A rare

portrait of

a fireman
Relative’s visit -
reveals what
happened to man

in- photograph

BY RON ROIZEN

and JIM SEE
Specia? to the Nelyvs-Press

It's one of the best known photo-
graphs deriving from the Great 1910
Fire (below).

SATURDAY, JUNE 4, 2005

- Here are two men with bandaged
heads and hats, standing next to

each other - one with heavily ban-

daged hands as well.

The photo comes from the
Barnard-Stockbridge collection at the
University of Idaho (8-X545H).

Ttis almost certainly a studio por-
trait.

Carl Ritchie, Forest Service arche-
ologist and Blg Blowup hlstonan
says it's the only post-Big Elowup
portrait of injured ﬁreﬁghters known
to exist.

“Their attlre, says Ritchie, “is
standard dress in early 1910. Pictures
of other crews readying for the fire

- line show similar dress.”

“Yet, their clothes might have been
donated to these men once they were
discharged from the hospital or they
were furnished by the studio just for
the photo.”

* Both men’s names are known, says
Ritchie. “Anton Canjar is on the right
and a man named Zeller on the left.”

Nellie Stockbridge probably took
the photo - T.N. Barnard turned over
most of the operation of the studio to
her years earlier.

See CANJAR, Page 4

 CANJAR

Continued from Page 1

Did Stockbridge seek the
men cut and take this photo
as part of her ongoing docu-
mentation of Wallace’s turbu- .
leat history — now inchuding

- the Great 1910 Fire?

Or did the mien come to
Stockbridge - wanting a com-

" memorative photo, perhaps
. one suitable for use as a post-

card, to send to family, and
marking their participation in
and survival of 2 momentous

“and terrifying event?

“More likely,” suggests
Ritchie, “the men got their
photos taken as documenta-
tion and proof that they were
injured in the Big Blowup
while in service to the U.S.
Forest Service.”

“This photo” continued
Ritchie, “could be used later
should evidence for compen-
sation be required....A picture
is worth a thousand words.”

- Who were they, these
dignified men - who bore

' the injuries of trying to fight

an overwhelming fire and
Whn doubtless, were hmbv fg
escape with their lives?

- Last week, Jih See, presi-
dent of the Pulaski Project,
was enjoying a social hour at
a local watering hole when he
happened to meet Ivan Canjar,
a visitor in town from British
Columbia.

_Canjar, as it happened,

had come to Wallace and the
Silver Valley to check out the
place where his grandfather,
Anton Canjar - the man on the
right of the photo ~ as a young
man had onceé fought in me

redt 1910 Fire. -

Ivan, a fit looking and
friendly man in his mid-fifties,

was born in Croatia and spoke
with a moderate accent. He'd
lived in Canada, he said, since
the 1960s.

Ivan brought with hun
a collection of old letters,
stained copper brown where
paper clips had once held the
pages together.

The letters compnsed the
Forest Service’s side of a long
exchange in which grandfa-
ther Anton had sought com-
pensation for his badly burned
hands as well as for time

spent in Wallace's Providence
‘Hospital and, thereafter, for
_ time during which he was -

unable to work. The cor-
respondence stretched into
1912, when the Forest Service
was still assuring Anton that
they were seeking appropriate

- relief for him.

Grandson Ivan also had
a post-Big Burn picture of
grandfather Anton. It showed
a man. with Badly burned
hands, now unbandaged.
. Who was Anton Canjar?
‘What happened to him?

Tvan knew very little of his -

grandfather, though what he

“knew was enough to define -

the deep structure of a human
drama.
Anton had arrived in the

" US., at Ellis Island, in 1904

at the age of 17. Somehow,

he made his way to Montana
and Idaho - doubtless, Ivan
said, following the Tead and
advice of other Croatians who

 had also come to the Inland

Northwest.

He fought in the Big
Blowup.

(Carl Ritchie informs
that Canjar faced the fire at
the head of Boulder Creek,-

south of Mullan, in James
Danielson’s crew. “Danielson
and his créw took refuge on
a large talus slope,” Ritchie
added, “but the fire intensity
was so great that every man
on the créw had their hands,
face and head burned by the
searing heat. One crew mem-
ber panicked and died in an
attempt to flee.”)

Anton Canjar survived but
with badly burned hands.

Ini due course, Anton trav-
eled back to Croatia, where he
met and martied [van’s grand-
mother. A son, Ivan’s father,
issued from the union. .

Then Anton headed back
to America, promising to
bring his wife and child over

“when he had settled.

Letters arrived for a time,
but then they stopped coming.

Anton disappeared in a dis-
tant and vast continent.

“I think he ended up in_
Tacoma,” says Ivan, “but
no one in the farm]y really
knows.” =

Ivan’s grandmother,
Anton’s wife, never retmarried.

She never spoke ill of

- Anton, Ivan said..

.“She was too dignified to
do that,” he added, with a

smile.

Ron Roizen and Jim See

" are mewmbers of the Pulaski

Project, which group has part-
nered with the U.S. Forest
Service to save the mine and
trail where Big Ed Pulaski’s
heroic rescue of his crew was
carried out in August, 1910,



THE Bic BLowup’s IMPACT ON AN

ibAHO Town”™

Ron Roizen and Jim See

In 1916, the Idaho mining town of
Wallace was served by a weekly
newspaper called The Wallace
Miner. lts motto: “Devoted o the
best interests of the entire Coeur
d'Alene district, giving only _ -
authentic information and aiming
to accomplish this without fear or
favor.”

On August 25, the paper’s front-
page story announced, in big, bold
letters, that “FIFTY LOSE LIVES
IN FOREST FIRES THROUGH
DISTRICT.” The actual number
killed in the fires now knoun as the
Big Blowup, which had hit the
Northern Rockies 5 days earlier,
would later prove closer to 90.

The story placed the number of
men in Ed Pulaski’s crew who sur-
vived the night in the Nicholson
Mine at 31, a figure lafer revised to
39, Despite such problems, The
Miner offered a gripping and
detatled account of the fire’s
encounter with Wallace, reprinted
below.

Town Seemed Doorned

or weeks the forests in every

direction have been burning,

and it was known that only a
heavy falf of rain would ultimately
put them out. With a high ahd fit-
ful wind Saturday afternoon and
evening, the flames headed for the
south toward Wallace, and for a
time the entire town seemed
doomed. Arrangements wereé quick-
ly made to get the women and chil-
dren to places of safety. The rail-
road companies assembied their
locomotives and rolling stock
preparatory to caring for evéryone.
Nestled in the heart of high sur-
rounding hills, with egress limited
to a narrow canyon, it was realized
that it might become necessary for
all to flee, as a general conflagra-
tion would mean certain death for
any who remained.

As the flames neared town on the
southwest, they followed the hill-
side on the south, and for a time it
looked as if the town might escape.

Ron Roizen is the executive director and
Jim See is the president of the Pulaski
Project, Wallace, ID.

* The article first appeared in the Shoshone News-Press

on October 23, 2004.

Suddenly a sheet of flame, which
appeared to be a hundred yards
long, burst a hundred feet high into
the sky, and it was only too appar-
ent that the danger was graver than
ever. Within a short time a brand
from this lighted on a framed
building and started the fire in
town. The hills on the opposite side

Nestled in the heart of
high surrounding hills,
with egress limited to a
narrow canyon, Wallace
seemed doomed to
destruction.

of the city then took fire, and on
the south side the main hill was
burning in 20 places. The resi-
dences on this hill took fire and
were quickly demolished. It seemed
as if the town could not be saved,
but after several hours of valiant
effort by the fire department, assist-
ed by a large force of volunteers,
the flames were stayed, and the
damage is variously estimated at
from $500,000 to $1,000,000, the
actual figures being probably some-
where near $800,000.

Among the destroyed buildings are
the Coeur d’Alene Ironworks,
Sunset Brewery, Coeur d’Alene
Hardware Company’s warehouse,
Worstell Company’s Furniture
Store, O.R. & N. station, Corner
and Fisher’s office and warehouses,
Wallace Times, Wallace Cigar com-
pany, Turner Music Company,
Pacific Hotel, Pacific Annex, several
rooming houses and a large num-
ber of dwellings.

For a time it was feared the
Providence Hospital and the
Standard and Mammoth mills were
destroyed, but they remained unin-
jured. The fire followed the hills to
Mullan and Burke, and grave fears
for both these towns were enter-
tained. The damage will not be
great in either place.

No Panic

In an editorial titled “Our
Calamity,” The Miner defended the
town from the charge in a compet-
ing newspaper of a panicked reac-
tion to the fire:

While we regard this as no time for

denunciation, we cannot refrain
from criticising [sic] the

Fire Management Today

v

The hills on the opposite side of the city then taok

fire, and on the south side the main hill was

burning in 20 places.

Spokesman-Review for an article in
its issue of Tuesddy morning; which
starts by saying ‘we have passed the
first stage of wild, unreasoning
panic.’ This was written by & special
correspondent sent in here after

Volums B5 ¢ No, 4 » Fall 2005

the fire had been controlled and
consequently ignorant of the cir-
curnstances. There was no panic,
wild or otherwise, and never was
more reason displayed in an emer-
gency. Every able bodied [sic] man

was active, going from one point of
danger to another, to be of assis-
tance to the best of his ability.

Acknowledgment

Thanks are due to Bernie Ludwig, -
librarian at the Wallace Public
Library in Wallace, ID, for her
generous help in preparing this
article. B
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Project Status Report

Pulaski Tunnel Trail

Idaho Panhandle Natienal Forests
(July 11, 2005)

Trailhead Area:

A subcontract for the trailhead was awarded to Wesslen
Construction of Spokane, Washington with a scheduled
completion date of September 30, 2005. The
subcontractor has started work at the site and has been
concentrating on constructing the two bridge abutments.
Concrete for the first abutment was placed during the
week of June 27" and for the second abutment on July 7™,
Concrete for Abutment No. 2 will be required to cure for
seven days, after which the subcontractor will be allowed
to set the bridge superstructure.

On July 6™ the Moosman Bridge was delivered to the
project, was off-loaded, and is currently stockpiled on
site. At present the subcontractor anticipates setting the
bridge on Monday, July 18™. i

In addition to the work on the concrete abutments, the subcontractor has set the vault for the
toilet and has excavated for the parking lot retaining wall. The current schedule is to
continue working on the parking lot area. It is anticipated that concrete for the footings will
be placed during the week of July 11%.

WORKERS FORMING ABUTMENT NO. 2

N

Trail Reconstruction:

KD Construction of Pinehurst, Idaho has been awarded the subcontract to construct the
non-ADA portion of the trail with a scheduled completion date of September 15, 2005. The
subcontractor has completed approximately 80% of the brushing for the trail, but still has to
scatter the resulting slash.

The current schedule is to continue working on the grubbing of the lower, new section of
trail, and re-constructing the non-timber elements of the original trail. Treated timber

'materials are scheduled to arrive on site by mid-August.

H "
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CONCRETE BEING PUMPED FOR ABUTMENT NO. 2

MOGSMAN BRIDGE STOCKPILED ON SITE
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Stories from the Pulask1 Project: Blg Blowup

of 1910 produced her

Old photo. of
Burke women
in time of fire
speaks volumes

By RON ROIZEN
and JIM SEE

WALLACE —— This photo-
graph (above) appeared on
page 9 of the Spokesman-
Review on August 25, 1910,
five days after the firestorm
known as the Big Blowup
swept mercilessly through

northern Idaho and western

Montana.

. The two women in the
photo seem to be looking
directly at us, as i, serenely

'”Wc:zien Rﬁfuge@ Waik Qver Mei.mtam

and with satisfaction, to
memorialize the1r heroic
ordeal.

‘Both women, Mrs. Henry
Henderling and Miss Lillian
Dube, were residents of
Burke, Idaho; they were cous-
ins.

" According to the
Spokesman’s account, at 11
p.. Saturday night, Aug. 20,
word reached them that “the .

.town was sure to burn.”

They “immediately gath-
ered up a hittle food, took what
clothes we are wearing and
with the children started out
on the tramp across the moun-
tains.”

Mrs. Henderling brought
her two children, aged two
and three years old. Miss

Dube, age 20, traveied with
her siblings, Emma, age 18,
Philip, 23, and Arthur, 19.
Their account of the trek
was brief and plainspoken:
“The boys. did not know the
way, but as we were leaving
Burke we.ran across another
party in which was aman ~
who knew the mountains well,

| . and he acted as a guide. We,

got well up on the mountains
and stayed for the night, and
sperit all day Sunday walking
at intervals and spent Sunday
night in a cabin near the:
Arlington prospector mine,

. which buriied shortly after -

. we left Monday morning. We .
" arrived at Montana Standard

at 12 o’clock and were met
there by rigs which another
party.which had outdistanced
us, owing to the children hav-
ing to be carried, had sent
back for us from Thompson.
‘We arrived in Thompson at 5
o’clock Monday and Mayor

" Hoglan took us to his home,

gave us supper and kept us
until Tuesday: afternoon,

when we boarded a Northern
Pacific train for Spokane.”

~ We checked the North
Idaho telephone directory for
possible descendants of the
two women.
~ There is no listing for a
“Henderling.”
" But the “Dube” name lead

~ to Mr. Arthur Dube, Jr. of

Hayden Lake. Lillian Dube, on
the right in the photo, was his
aunt. Lillian’s brother, Arthur,

"who is mentioned in the

escape actount, was his father.
“My father wore a coat
when the little party left for
Thompson,” Arthur said.
“Others in the group chided
him for that because it was

oines as well as heroes

mid-suminer, my father told

 me, but the coat proved to be

useful when the night turned

©ocold”

Lillian was no stranger to
suffering and hardship. Her
father, John Baptist Dube,

. a Frenchman or French
Canadian, had come out to
the Coeur d’Alene mining
district from Wisconsin - he
was attracted, said Arthur, by
“the huge salaries.” He bu_ﬂt
a small house by the high
school before calling for his
wife and children tofollow
him to Burke. John Baptist
and his wife Celine had five
children, three hoys and two
girls. Sadly, Celine and the
children were in Burke only
two or three months when
John Baptist was killed by a
“short fuse” blast in the Tiger-
Poorman mine on July 1,
1900. He was 46 years old

Celine took in laundry to
support herself and her fami-
ly: She mariied a second time,
t0 a man named Maurice
Lajeunnesse. Once again,
however, tfragedy struck’
Lillian’s family. Celine was:
rushed by train to Spokane
for an emergency appendec-
tomy, but died of Blood poi-

soning. The gravestone in her |
gated grave site at Nine Mile |

Cemetery gives Dec. 15, 1904
as the date she passed away.
Lillian must have married

relatively soon after the Big
Blowup in 1910. She mar-

ried a mine carpenter named
Thomas Shields. They had
four children, from oldest to
youngest: Margaret, Lewis,
Albert, and Rita. Only Rita stifl
lives, in Malta, Mont.

See FIRE, Page 4

Continued from Page 3

Liflian’s husband, Tom, died
in Moscowin 1939. Lilkian,
who would have been about.50
when Tom died, worked for a
time at the Beanery in Burke.
In 1942 or thereabouts, how-
ever, she moved to Spokane.
She moved into what Arthur
Dube described as“a nice litile
house” near what would later
become Gonzaga University’s
music hall. Lillian did custodtal
work at the hall.

Lillian Shields is buried at
the Holy Cross Cemetery in
Spokane County. She passed
away on Feb. 16, 1968 at the

- age of 79.

But Liliian’s farmly line
has not left the Sitver Valley

e S-Sy
Ciitireiy.

Jim. Shields, Shoshone.

' County Sheriff’s Department

dispatcher and volunteef fire-

fighter -~ and Lillian’s grandson
- lives in Wallace with his wife
Rema. ) .

The two brave women,
Henderling and Dube, offered
a final comment about their
-harrowing ordeal in the
Spokesman article: “We were
treated nicely everywhere
they said.

Editor’s note: Ron Roizen
and Jim See thank Reference
Librarian Dennis Bergstrom
and the Spokane Public Library
Jor their generous assistance.
Ron Roizen and Jim See are
members of the Pulaski Project,
which group has partnered with
the U.S, Forest Service to sive
the mine and trail where Big ..

- Ed Pulaski’s heroic rescue of his”

crew was carried outin August,
1910. The public is cordially
invited to the dedication cer- -
emony for the Pulaski Tunnel
Trail at the trailhead a half
mile south of Wallace at 1 p.m.
on Saturday, August 20, 2005

" — please contact ron@roizen.cons

Jor more injo.

"y
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Most evidence of the massive blaze is long gone but the Forest Service will dedicate
an Idaho trall in honor of Ed Pulaski, who led his fireflghtmg crew to safety

U.S. FOREST SERVICE -

Ninety-five years after Ed Pulaski led

_ his men to safety, the Forest Servica wil

dedicate a trail in his hame.

in memory

On Saturday, the 95th anniversary
of the fires of 1910, the Forest
Service will dedicate the Pulaski Trall
atalp.m. PDT ceremony in.
Wallace, idaho.

To find the trailhead, head south

out of Wallace on Moon Pass Road,
The traithead is well-marked, and is
the site of a memorial to the 1910 fires.

By SHERRY DEVLIN
of the Missoulian

he wind hit first, a hurricane force that
uprooted entire forests, dropping them — like -
‘matchsticks - across the Bitterroot crest.

The fires had been burning for a month or

‘ more, some ignited by passing trains, some
apparently set by men hoping for 25-cent-an-hour
firefighting jobs.

When, early on the afternoon of Aug, 20, 1910, the
wind hit the dozens of backcountry fires, the result was
an inferno of almost nnimaginable intensity,

One fire after another and then another merged
until the flame front reached 50 miles from side to side.
Modern-day fire scientists have documented the likely
power of the blowup: runs of more than 56,000 acres,
fire brands thrown 10 miles from the flame Font, |
explosions the equivalent of a Huosh;ma—type bomb
exploding every two minutes.

Thtee million acres of forest land burned in two
days, reaching from the Nez Perce National Forest of
north-central Idaho into the Flathead and Kootenai
national forests of northwestern Montana, consurming,
the towns of Taft, DeBorgia, Henderson and Haugan in
Montana, and Wallace in Idaho.

At Jeast 78 firefighters and seven civilians died in the

 firestorm. Thousands of others survived by diving into

creeks, lighting daring, last-second backfires and
steering trains across burning trestles as the fire turned
day into darkness. -

Among the most enduring, and heroic, stories of the
blowup came from the mountains just outside of

Wallace, where a U.S. Forest Service ranger named Bd -

Pulaski led 45 firefighters into a mine shaft, then stood

v el 2 ion
guard at the entrance to tirn Dack those thU, in u.g.eu

‘ pamc tried to flee.

On Saturday, 95 vears after Pulaski led hismento "
safety, the Forest Service will dedicate a new trail to the
old mine site, forever preserving the story of Ranger
Pulaski and the fires of 1910. :

See HERO, Page C3

U.s. FORES’T SEHVICE

The wind that whlpped the flames mto afrenzy Aug. 20, 1910 flatiened enfire sections

of forest in northern Idaho and Montana,

“The men wete in a panic of
fear, sonie crying, some
praying,” he said.

Pulaski stood at the entrance

* to the adit, assuzing all who

miight try to leave that he would
shoot them should they rise, all
the while dousing the flaming
mme timbers with water scooped
into his hat.

The cold air of the mine -
tunnel rushed out, drawn into

the fire outside. Fire, and more
‘§moke peured’ inside.

“Many of the men soon -

‘ became unconscious from the

terrible heat, smoke and fire

I gas,” Pulaski said. “1, too, finally

fank down unconscious. I do not

know how long I was in this
¢ondition, but it must have been
@or hours.”

The next thing he - :
nememhered .was the voice of
ene of his men. :

i “Come outside boys,” the

- fnan said. “The boss is dead.”

i “Like hell be is,” came -
Pulaski’s reply. - s
I . . .
| The trail was once well-
worn, a main line for foot and -
borse traffic from Wallace to the

St. Joe country. Ed Pulaski knew

it frorm his years hunting the hills

i forsilver and gold.

| Over the decades after “The

‘ Big Blowup,” the frail was
: largely forgotten and
* gonsidsrably evergrown.

! Jim See started }ukmg the

t

 hills south of Wallace in the mid-
i 19805, occasionally picking liis

i Tl RN o WS L 724

‘ way along West Placer Creek to -

e long-abandoned mine adit

" where Pulaski and his crew rode

dut the fire.
! “The trail was more or less -

¢ abandoned, and it crossed |

! Qr iyate property several tunes S0
¢ iwasn’t a true trail even,” ” said
©Bee, a guidance counselor at-

ullan High School, six miles
down the road from Wallace.
! But the more See learned

* §bout Pulagki’s story and the
- fires of 1910, the more he

became convinced that the trail
was testimony to a significant
. évent — not only in the histo
northern Idaho, but of the
nation and its public forests.
¥ N .

Hero

COntinued

After the “The Blg Blowup ”
"Pulaski told the story to his wife,
-who took his words down
- longhand. He was 40 years old,
and had prospected throughout
" the St. Joe and Coeur d’Alene
country for 25 years before
signing on as a ranger with the
- fledgling Forest Service in 1908.

In 1910, he was put in charge
of 150 fueflghters working a -
series of wildfires in the
mountains outside of Wallace.
When the firestorm hit, they
were scattered all along the |
divide between Big Creek of the
St. Joe River and Big Creck of

- the Coeur'd’Alene..

. “On Ang. 20,” Pulaski said,

" “a terrific hurricane broke over
the mountains, The wind-was so
strong it lifted men-out of their -
saddles. The smoke and heat
became so intgnse that it was
difficult to breathe. Under such
conditions, it would have been

. worse than foolhardy to attempt

to ﬁght the fire.

“I got on my herse and went
where I could, gathering my .
men.”

Pulaski’s voice was gone by .
the time he had found 45 of the
men, so incredible was the roar
of the oncoming fire and the din
of crashing trees. Not a tree -

" remained standxng in front of

the fire. |
Because of his many years

prospecting the hills, Fulaski

knew they were near two old
mine tunnels. But it was almost
mmpossible to see through the
smoke and just as hard to find a
path through the fallen forest.
He headed for the longer of the
adits; the rag-tag firefighting
crew followed.

“We reached the tunnel just
in time,” Pulaski later told his
wife. “I ordered the men to lie’
face down upon the ground and
riot dare to sit up, unless they -

‘wanted to suffocate, for the

tunnel was filling w1th fire, gas
and smoke”



Thus was born The Pulaski
Project, a private-public effort of
See and others in the Silver
Valley and the Idaho Panhandie
National Forests. They
negotiated easements across the
private land, secured a .
congressional appropriation of
$300,000 and $147,000 in private
money, and went to work
interpreting Pulaski’s story.

“Ranger Pulaski was a true
hero of the 1920 fires,” said
Dave OBrien, an information

" officer for the Idaho Panhandle

forests. “He could bave stayed in
Wallace with his wife and child, -
but he went up inio the woods

and saved a ot of lives that day.’

For the Forest Service, which -

marks its centenniaf this year,
the fires of 1910 were pivotal,
(O’Brien said. “At the time of the
fires, there was a big argument
going on about what to do with
these big tracts of land. The
mission of the Forest Service
wasn’t tremendously clear.”

“After 1910, fire Euppreésibn

became a major goal for the
.. forests in the West,” he said. “As
¢ aresult of 1910, there were fire
- policies put in place that strongly

resemble what happens even
today.

“011 the Panhandle Lolo,
Bitterroot and Flathead forests,

" the suppression of fire has’

+ shaped the ecology we have
i today more than any other single

thing that has happened. More

_than bark beetles. More than-

" timbér management, More that
- blister rust. It’s the suppression-
- of fire that has shaped the

ecology of the Rocky Mountain
West.”

On the Pulaski Trail, visitors
will be able to feel that history
underfoot, See said., There’s not

_much evidence left of the great

fire itself, but interpretive signs

along the two-mile route win tell .

the story.
‘Of Edward Pulaski: “Pulaski
left school in Gréen Springs,

" Ohio, at age 15, seeking fortune

and adventure out west. Before
becoming a forest ranger, he
learned many frades, from
mining and ranching to logging.”

FROM PAGE C1
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A Ranger Piddaski was a true hero of the 1910 fzres He could have *stayed in Wallace with
- his wife and child, but he went up into the woods and saved a lot of lzves that day.”’

- Dave O’Brlen, lnformation offlcer, ldaho Panhandle forests

Waiiace, ldaha, sufferad the brunt of the. 1910 wﬂdfnres with most of the town leftin smokmg shambles
| When, twe' years before “The

Big Blowup,” Puylaski signed on
. with the Forest Service, his
i supervisor described him as “a

i man of most excellent ]udgment '

| conservative, thoroughly -
} acquainted with the region” and
U A bho et el Lo
Lub UL i€ O€8t and Sa1est men
| that could have been placed in
| charge of a-crew of men iri the
| hills.”

| Of the 1910 fires: “How imany

' people died in the Big Blowup?
| The conservative official tally
| stands at 85, but the final toll
i could be as hlgh as 133. Seventy-
two firefighters.died on the
_Coeur d’Alene forest, four on’
- the Cabinet National Forest and
twa on the Pend Oreille
National Forest. The other
casualties were homesteaders,
townspeople and minérs trapped
in the flames in Idaho and
Montana.” .
. Ofthe aftermath: “The most
profound impact of the 1910
fires was political. In 1911,
Henry Graves, the chief of the
Forest Service, stated that the
1910 fires clearly demonstrated
that the first task of the Forest

Service had to be fire pro_tection.
For him and the next three
chiefs of the Forest Service,
suppressmg ledﬁre was ]ob
one.?

Of course, there were -

nnnraradentad fmnante nf tha O
unpreceaented mpacts or ing Yu

years of aggressive wildlaiid
firefighting, as fire'was an
essential element in westérn-

forests — and, without fire, those -
forests changed in character and °

cornposition. ’
That history, toe, will be -
marked along the Pulaski Trail,

and during Saturday afternoon’s”

dedication ceremonies af the

. trailhead on Moon Pass Road

just outside Wallace.
Agriculture Undersecretary

" Mark Rey will be there, as will

* promised, running two miles in

“the adit, which is blocked off for

! in ruins, having been overtaken

by the flames during the night.

~ Pulaski led his men to the .
hospital, where their burns were
bandaged. Then he set out in
search of his wife and little
daughter. They, too, had
survived to tell the story of the -
great fire. -

Eventually, See hopes for an
overlook giving visitors a good
~ view of the tinnel opening,

“One of the beauties of this
story is that it’s not.ancient -
history,” O’Brien said. “You can
take the old photographs of the
adit and see the same log that’s
in the photos from the day after
the fire lying there on the
‘hillside today.”

“Ranger Polaski was an
incredible hero,” hesaid, “and
those fires were moge than -
mcredlbie T

It was 4 a.m. onthe
morning of Aug. 21; 1910, when
Pulaski and his men came to
consciousness in the burned-
overmine tunnel —called the
‘Nicholson Adit.

“We tried to stand up, but our
legs refused to hold us,” he said .
 {ater. “So we dragged ourselves
outside to the creek fo ease our
.parched throats and lips. Our
disappointment was terrible
when we found the stream filled
Sen. Larry Craig, R- Idaho and with ashes and the water too hot -

various Forest Service-and Silver  to drink. We counted our
Valley dignitaries, number. Five were missing.
The trail itself is still being Some of the ten went back and

rebuilt, so isn’t yet ready for the  tried to awaken them, but they

public. (The Forest Service were dead”
expects the trail to be 'Fn“v open The air cleared, SlOle, and

s, FOREST SERVICE"'

R obon 2 TET the men began to stagger down
by g’cstz%ega)uty O’Brien the mountammside into Wallace.

“When walking failed us, we
-crawled on our hands and

n b of which knees,” Pulaski said. “We were
Same path, MUCK 01 WIICATUNS i, 5 terrible condition, all of us

through a lush, creek-bottom o o hurned. T was blind, and
forest. my hands were burned from
There’s a beautiful httle ) trying to keep the fire out of the

bridge right off the trailhead, , ~ tunnel. Qur shoes were burned
he said. “I’s really ameat trall.” - off our feet, and our clothes

The trail maintains an easy 4 were in parched rags.
percent grade along the route to “Those who died later were
brought in on pack horses.”

They returned to find Wallace

and two miles back afong the

obvious safety reasans.

,\&}.,%‘
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Project Status Report

Pulaski Tu-nnel Trail

Idaho Panhandle Natienal Forests
{August 16, 2005)

Trailhead Area:

The subcontractor (Wesslen Construction) placed the
prefabricated Moosman bridge on the cast-in-place
abutments during the third week of July. Other major work
during the past month includes placing concrete for the
parking lot rétaining wall. Now the subcontractor is
concentrating on constructing the concrete footing for the
first segment of modular block wall. All of the concrete for
this section of footing should be placed by Tuesday, August
16", For the remainder of the month, the Subcontractor will
be placing blocks and backfilling te complete this initial 175
foot segment of trail utilizing a modular block wall.

The upper section of the concrete CXT Cascadian toilet building was damaged during erection
and it is the intent of the Subcontractor to have the replacement section in place by the first of
next week (August 22M),

Construction of the parking area
concrete retaining wail.

S g

Setting the prefabricated Moosman Bridge on cast-in-place abutments.

ot

Concrete placement for modularblock wall footing. _
(Note: new trail will be constructed on an elevated grade to the right side of photo)

Trail Construction:

The subcontractor (KD Construction) has roughly completed approximately 4500 lineal feet of
trail. This includes approximately '% mile of new constriiction and 1200 feet of reconstruction.

The subcontractor is still waiting on timber materials to construct the four small timber bridges
and three puncheon sections. Surfacing remains to be placed over the new section of trail
construction. Surfacing will not be placed until the first bridge has been constructed to
facilitate delivery of crushed aggregate material.



“Full Bench” section of new trail

Trail construction through talus slope areas and placement of trail tread material

Interpretive Signing:

Grady Meyers has done an
exceptional job with the completion
of the 12 proofs for making the

porcelain interpretive signs that tell _xﬂﬁmﬁﬁnf o

. R orwanckling et ey ity

the Pulaski story as will as the Great A bt bt by et e
psodbey's o1 et

1910 Fire and its impacts on the
local community, the Forest Service
and many generations to come.

Steel interpretive sign posts have been
fabricated, powder coated and will be b it i
installed by the Contractors by late i
September.

Dedication Ceremony: )

Although the Pulaski Tunnel Trail project is still in its early stages of construction, the
scheduled August 20, 2005 dedication ceremony has been scheduled due to the significance of
this date, On the night of August 20, 1910, Ranger Ed Pulaski secured his crew in the
Nicholson mine, and held them there with the threat of using his revolver on any man who

tried to leave.

The story became the best remembered event of the Big Blowup and, according to historian
Stephen I. Pyne, also became the defining symbeol of the U.S. Forest Service’s subsequent
disposition toward the suppression of wildfire.

Pulaski Tater refined the “Pulask’i tool,” a combination axe and mattock, which is the most -
popular implement used by wildfire fighters to this day.

Senator Larry Craig, key sponsor of this project, will attend the dedication and offer some
remarks. Under Secretary Mark Rey has also indicated he will attend this dedication
ceremony to commence at 1 p.m. on Saturday August 20™ at the Pulaski Trailhead, located
approximately a half-mile south of Wallace on the Moon Pass Road. '

Larry Shepherd
Construction Engineer/COR
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PULASKI TRAIL DEDICATION TOMORROW

AUGUST 19 -- WALLACE, IDAHO: On the afterncon of August 20, 1910, when the wind
‘hit dozens of burning backcountry fires, the result was an inferno of almost unimaginable,

intensity. The fires merged till the flame front was 50 miles from side to side. Three million
acres burned in two days, from north-central Idaho to northwest Montana. Five towns were
destroyed, and at least 78 firefighters and seven civilians were killed.

Featured today in the Missoulian is the story of the U.S. Forest Service ranger named Ed
Pulaski, who led 45 firefighters into a mine shaft, then stood guard at the entrance to turn
back those who tried to flee in panic. '

Tomorrow, 95 years after Ed Pulaski led his men to safety, the Forest Service will help
dedicate a new trail to the old mine site. The trail was once well-worn by people and horses
from Wallace to the St. Joe country, but over the decades the trail was forgotten and became
overgrown. Jim See, who's been hiking the area's hills since the mid-1980s, said the trail was
more or less abandoned, not even a true trail. But the more he learned about Pulaski's story
and the fires of 1910, the more he became convinced that the trail was historically significant.
He and others launched the Pulaski Project, a private-public effort to negotiate easements
across private lands along the trail, and secure a congressional appropriation of $300,000
and private funding of $147,000 for the trail.

See said there's not much evidence left of the 1910 fires along the trail, but interpretive signs
along a two-mile route will tell the story.

Tomorrow's dedication ceremony will be held at the trailhead on Moon Pass Road just
outside Wallace -- one of the Idaho towns devastated by the 1910 inferno. The trail itself is not
yet open to the publie, but should be fully open by October. The dedication's scheduled for 1
p.m. at the Pulaski Tunnel Trail trailhead. Note that there is NO PARKING available at the
trailhead; school buses will pick up passengers at Wallace High School and the Northern
Pacific Depot starting at 11:45 a.m. The same buses will return visitors after the ceremony.
For more information on the dedication and the project, check out the Pulaski Project
website.






* » FripAY, AUGUST 19, 2005

‘By ERIKA KIRSCH
Staff writer

WALLACE — After years of prepi-
ration the Pulaski Tunnel Trail will
receive an official dedication 95 years
to the day after the 1910 fire forced
Edward Pulaski and his crew into an
old mine. ‘ )

The Pulaski Project was named after
Tdward Pulaski, a United States Forest
Service ranger during the 1910 fire-
storm between Wallace and Avery. He
led a 45-men team of firefighters to the
abandoned Nichelson mine south of
Wallace to reach safety. The men sur-.
vived the firestorm that trapped 1,800

men between Wallace and Avery.

The 1910 Fire burned for three
months and burned 9 billion board feet
of timber across 3 million acres of land.
Tt was the largest wildfire in United
States history.

In 1511, Pulaski presented a tool he -
invented to U. 8. Forest Service super-
visors. The tool was a cross between an
ax and a mattock. The tool remained
in Wallace until the last of the Pulaski
family members moved to Washingto.
The tool returned to the Silver Valley
in April and was on display at the
‘Wallace District Mining Museum. The

Pabst family, who cwn the Pulaski tool,
will have it returned to them following
the dedication. .

Jim See, the Pulaski Project presi-
dent, had the idea to rehabilifate the
Pulaski Trail about 10 years ago. In
2002, See and Mullan School District
Superintendent Robin Stanley orga-
nized the Pulaski Project committée
and they held their first meeting on
Oct. 31 of that year, The Pulaski

See DEDICATION, Page 4

DEDICATION

Continued from Page 1

Project is partnered with
the USFS, the Bureau of
Land Management, HECLA,
Stimson Lumber and East
Shoshone County Water -
Company and the proj-
ect is'also a part of the
Greater Wallace Commiunity
Development Corporation.
The project has not been
completed as of yet, but a pre-
fabricated bridge was placed
at the site in July. A parking lot
will also be constructed in the
future. ’
. The Pulaski Tunnel Trail,
which is two miles in length,
will be officially dedicated on
Saturday at 1 p.m. at the trail-
head, located approximately
one-half mile south of Wallace
on thé Moon Pass Road. Those
interested in going to the
dedication. are asked to meet
at ¥1:45 a.m. at the Wailace Jr./

“Sr. High School to get a shuttle

to the site, as there will be no
parking available at the site,
Several organizations will be
represented at the dedication
ceremony. Senator Larry Craig
and his wife, Suzanne, will
be present at the event. Also
planning to attend are Craig’s
Regional Director John Martin,
his Communications Manager
Dan Whiting, Department of

"Agriculture Under Secretary

Mark Rey, U.S. Forest Service
and Region I representative
Ranotta McNair, U.S. Bureau
of Land Management repre-
sentative Eric Thomson, the

and Recreatio

- Ron Garitone, ght Opp of

Shoshone County
John Cantamessa of

~ Panhandle Resource Advisory
Committee and Shoshone County
comumissioners, Shoshone County

Commissioner Sherry Krulitz,
Pulaski Project Board members
Harry Magnuson and Dale
Lavigne and Mary Lou Shepherd
of the Idaho State Legislature.

To celebrate the 100-year anni-

versary of the USES, there will be
a film called “The Greatest Good”
about the history of the USFS.
‘The film will be shown at 10 a.m.
on Saturday at the 6th Street
Melodrama in Wallace. At 3 p.m.

S

on Saturday, Jim Petersen, a for-
mer resident of Kellogg and pub-
lsher of “Evergreen” magazine,
will be speaking at the Wallace
Inn about his experiences grow-
ing up in the Silver Valley.




 Fulaski leads
~ men to safet

in mine nel -
Pulaski

. .:TheSpmkés’man’-Réﬁew_

Pagess . Seturay, August20,2008 - . TS s

,dn'c was theu cond1t10n that they
accepted only water.”

“When the grotip reached -
* Wallace, according to Williari

back ap the trall in the dJrectlou

. away from Wallace, for the -
Nicholson mine. Once Pulaski:
located the mine, héyeturned and

o By Ron Reizen and J:m See of the fire 1tself many mien were whoily |
- Specialzo Handle Exira - - unfamiliar with the area, sofe were™ " %
- A'half-dozen or more accounts were . _illiterate-or unable toread maps or

written by crew members of ranger Ed ~ unable to connect their current locanon o VCOntmued from 8 - " stationed Folzand anotherman. - Chance's account, “Those who

Pulaski’s crew’s expenence in the Great " "to a point on 4 map: Some may even-. © number of men Had reached the along the route from the J1.C. 1o - . were hungry, Pulaskl took to the

1910 Fire, some written: soon after the: have confused-the expericrices of- other Y cam p when Pulaski rode into the . . the' Ni¢holson in order to guide 1 the- one restaurant not destroyed by the

fire, some later on, and some even many crews with that of Pulaski’s crew.” - - .- camp and took charge.” - ¢rew thiough the smoke and | . _ fize. The rest, he took to the

‘years later. - “Incidentally,” Ritchie adds, “all, the *_ Pulaskitold his men that they - ¢onfusion. - o hospital. Then he.weiit home; to his
_U.S. Forest Service archeologlst and sources of confusion and panic make it " had to try to'make it to Wallace. By “It showed cons1derab1e wife and 7-year-old daughtef.”

“Big Blowup” historian Carl Ritchie -

ot CUUI‘EE

. _ all the more important that the crew .-

the [IODJCSIS&EL

§ supplies: He'returned on the morning of

7 miles'to Waflace and back. -~ -«

| The'cook at the base-camyp, a man

¢ named Fo]z offered adifferent ‘account
of the crew’s.departiire from. the. -
Stripped Peak area. Tt was wriften in

¢ 1951, Folz said men retreated from the-
base camp to the north-side of the Coeur
| d°Alene/ St. Joe River divide in.the Iate
| morning of Aug. 20. s

| There, thinking they were outof
' danger,-a temporary field kitchen was

| established. Worsening smoke and fires, .

ckton was definitely a member of f

the 20t His trip covered approxtmately =

late aftérnoen the crew became

timber that might block the horses. ‘

refuge .
Prilaski began a desperate search

. 'presence of mind,” commiénted

- convulsions, and he attempted to
étrangle another man “but freed his -

hours m the tunmel LLEOtgn auOmﬂi' .

outside, boys, the bossis dead.”
?uiaskl rephed “lee hell he ist”

pmeth'krw Qm'lth o

1IWYG 1}1\,;. OLGIULY V. Al

way down the creek. The men were

offered whlskey and coffee, but so

" “T have my doubts about the

Lranielsll

collated these accounts into an - - could rely on 4 knowledgeable-and - ) s A a8 " des " restaurant detail,” said Ritchie.’
. approximate sequence of the events for lévelheaded leader hkzd]%d Pulaski” - - m%gﬁﬁ;vgfs ;f:;g Soc:];gf? ﬁ:ﬂ? iheif g&lﬁ fopost g " “Thé men would have ‘boen in
- Palaski and his firefighting crew iri the". By the middle of Amngust, 1910, . refuge may have beeirblocked by - circumstances.” T ‘ - pretty poor shape for a restaurant =
}::ad article of a documient titled . - - firefighting crews were scattered along " backfire from, Wajiace » explamed -~ .All but'one.man reached the o - but perhaps one or twocrew -
Pulaski, Two Days in August 1916 * *.- the ridge tops of the Coeur d’Alene " Ritchie. . . Nicholson ming. L .members would have been in good ’
The document was: pnvately pubhshed . River/St, Jog River divide, fighting : a. ot Pulaskl change d plans and tcld “The next day, » sa1d R1tch1e “]ns enough shape to do s0.” .
by the Forest Service in 1954 on the . multiplicity of fires on. soveral fire lines. the men they would try to make it - body was so charred thatitwas ' Ritchie’s accoumit of Puiaskl s
~accasion of tie dedication of a On Aug. 19 and 20, winds began to to the War Eagle mine, the mine . jnitially Imstaken for a burned tree toute taking him and his crew down
monument to Pulaski and his crew. ‘enliven these fires, causing them to j jump closest to Wallace on the West " stump.” : .the West Fork of Placer Creek,
* The monument is located in the. - - fixe kines and pose an increased Tisk to - Fork, . Tt had taken the men fully five past the Nicholson mine, and theﬂ
&arkmg areai‘acrosls ,{.r gﬂl, ﬂll)e trailhead of fircfighters. * © : * “THuminating their path was the- - panicked hours to travel to, find;. doubling back in a desperate search -
- the Pulaski Tunnel Trail, about a - Pulaski’s crew was working the fire i o for the same mifi¢ is lent supportin =
- half-mile south of Wallace on: Moon - theStripped Peak area. Accgrdmg to o 'Eﬁﬁi?ﬁd"f.a “m fixe,” ?g;gﬁfﬁﬁe fves n the Rulns °f a man’s house are al ﬂaat nemain after ﬂm ﬁre 'l'he man d'ed trylngh: a hand—drawn illstration thi?q\]z ;
- Pa‘s‘s Road, - -CW. Stacktor’s account, Pulaskiwas - Upon-reaching a s ali dweEhng . “Inside, the tupnel wasa . save his pamt, Wallace: RU accompanied Pulaski’s 1923 article.
Tt should be understood ” sa1d Lot present when the fnen began . ' known as the JX.C. cabin, Pulaski  * -madhouse,” wrote William Chance. 'gﬁp in the final throes of dcath_ » After the men started regammg _ The illustration shows twomen :
Ritchie in a telephone interview; “that retreating to their camp because of- the -+ realized there was no hope of “Some men went berserk, < "EWo unconscioys men drowned consciousness, og¢ of another - hﬂstemng uphﬂi and up the canyon, -
there is a lot of confusion surroundmg increasingly dangerous situation. . reaching the War Eaglé, which wag clamoring over the prostrate - - ' ini a-pool-of water that collécted - emerged from thé tunnel. Accounts ar in other words in the direction -
N ae?‘ounts of.these events. . . 'The oldest member of Pulaski’s crew, appmmmately th:ee—quarters ofa . -badies, cho]cmg, gasping. Others -  ‘behind the body of a horse lying on' - différ as to the order of their . away from Wallace as Ritchie’s
7 “Above and beyond the inaccuracies "60-year-old Stocktan, told the men of a . mile farther down.- . praying, Others laughing: I'll never - - the mine’s floor. _ emergence. The men appaiently ,a:[ncle descnbed
created by the smokefandcircutastnces. nearby clearing at McPhee’s homestead. Pilaski procured a cross-cut saw - forget one man lustily singing, The ~ In all, five men perishedin the . - crawled a short distance to.a small - —_—
; : 2500 The men fled {o thislocation and took> - :  “Hom the cabin and gave it to.a Pride of the House is Mama’s - tunnel, and 39 or 40-survived. - - poot in the-creek created by fallen - Ron Roizen and Jim See are
4 a spall stream that ﬂowed " crew membet in order to clear Baby.’” C - They spent appmmmately three - trges. . - members of the Pulaski Project,
; Tt wiis it this context that F K.l ] S P, B 7% RN N . ich-has nartnared with the U.S.

Fores! Semce 1o save the mine and.

- -The saw was the-onfy ool they had, drew his pistol t6 keep oneman - " source says five hours). One man and L. Couter —walked to Wallace -

Pulaski’s crew,” adds Ritchie, “but his ., everythmg else having been left: - from trying to escape the mine. -said “jt seemed like only 15 mmutes to get help, arriving there at - Arail where Big Ed Pulaski’s heroic

- account miay have confused the - - - “behiind in their hasty retreat from ' Pulaski and twoother men tried  had passed.”. .- . approximately 1 am. on Aug. 21. " tescue of his crew was carmied out in
-experience of John Bell’s crew, Whlch the temporary camp. . - toextinguish burning mine imbers. - Asxeported inPulaskisown - Atdam, the remaining crew August 1910. The public is invited to:
“was also-on Stripped P eak aud tOOk - _At first, Pulaski had lns mentake Men buried their faces in the wet  “accotnt, written in 1923, at some- " members began leavmg for the degitca’qon ceremony for ’Ehe -
refuge:in a creek.” - - - refuge in the J.LC. ‘tubnel Bufhe dirt on the ming’s flvor and in " point in the awakening process the ~ Wallace. - ' . Pulaski Tunnel Trail at the trailhead

On the night of Aug, 19 Pulaski rode. - soon recognized that the TLCi was - wetted clothing and hats. famous exchange occurred in which - ‘A yescue party from Wallace met - -2 haif-mile sout of Wallace at 1
-to Wallace t6 secure food and first-aid- ot deep. enough to offer safg. Suffocation brought orie man into . ofig.crew meémber said, “Come the men as they were making their ~ p.m. today. Please contagt

ron@roizen.com for more..-
informatian.. -

Edward C. Pulaski poses in fron€ of the mine nuts:deo
- Wallace, where in 1950 he forced his crew by gunpoin
take cover in the shaft. - )

however, soon sowed confusmn and
fear. -
Accordmg to F olz “An unknown

k5

Continued: Pulaskl/ 15



On Aug. 2¢; 1910, Edward C. Pulaski, the U.S. Férest Sendce’s ﬁré{-wailéca_ 3

trict ranige, led more than 46 fiefighters Into this mine during the Idaho fire. Many miners were saved by huddiig in the mine funnel in,

The gravés of move than two dozen forest ﬁﬁﬁgmefs killed in the 1910 fire ars arranged in a circle é*t a cemetéfy in Si. Mares.

the égntéf.lof ih_q phote: .

St

Photo coudesy US Forest Service

Phaoto céunesy of US Forest Service
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