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Ed Pulaski:
Inventor, Norv_:h Idaho Firefighting Hero

By Dave Goins

“Towering flames burmed conifer stands like
prairie grass and came over the ridges, as one sur-
vivor recalled, with the sound of a thousand trains
rushing over a thousand steel trestles. One ranger
said simply, the mountains roared.”

_From Yedr of the Fires: The Story of the Great Fires of 1910,
by Stephen J.Pyne
Published by Viking Penguin, 2001

uring 2 mammoth fire more than ninety-four years ago,
forest ranger Edward Pulaski combined the guts to leada
retreat at the right dme with a working knowledge of the wilder-
ness in North Idaho's Silver Valley. It was in the midst of the
largest forest fire in United States history: It was no time for slip-
shod judgment and machismo actions. In guiding a crew of fire-

fighters into an abandoned mining tunnel about three miles
southwest of Wallace, Pulaski saved his own life, and an estimat-

ed thirty-nine others. Ringing true: the age-worn maxim that
discretion really is the better part of valor.

"The wrong attitude then would have been human arro-
gance in the face of nature, such as what was made evident by
the tragic decision of the fishing boat’ captain in the 2000 movie
entitled The Perfect Storm.

Facing the brunt of the “Grear Fires of 1910", which charred
more than three million acres in the western United States,
Pulaski the firefighting supetvisor understood what constitutes

In the aftermath: At the primitive Nicholson Mine entrance,

where Ed Pulaski and an estimated thirty-nine other fire:
fighters survived the “Big Blowup” fire of 1910.
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foolish behavior for humans caught in the jaws of some natu-
ral conditions. Pulaski and his firefighting crew; in the eary
yeats of the US. Forest Service, were confronted with an
dutdoor inferno, commenly dubbed, the “Big Blowup” of
August 20-21, 1910, that would claim the lives of more than
six-dozen firefighters in the forests of North Idaho. The fren-
zied blaze had gained momentum from hurricane-force
winds of up to eighty miles per hour, by some estimates.
Many firefighters were trapped between Wallace and Avery,
The ferocious, wind-fueled fire, that also torched large por-
tons of western Montana, scourged vast acreages in the
Coeur dAlene and St. Joe national forests.

Ron Roizen, director of the Silver Valley-based Pulaski
Trail Project—which aims to restore the escape area site, and
eventually create an interpretive center—put that dire situa-
tion into perspective. :

“The one thing that strikes me abour tha is the
immense size of nature, compared to man, Roizen said.“It
shows us truly how small we are in the face of a truly
implacable narural foe—the fire”

Pulaski and his firefighting

crew, in the early years of the U.S.

Forest Service, were confronted
with an outdoor infernoc.. . .

Roizen, who said that at feast one million acres of North
Idaho forestland wete burned by the fire, noted thar the gar-
gantuan wind-driven blaze sent a large firebrand sailing over
the town of Wallace. That firebrand Ianded in Wallace, and

- subsequently Jed to.the destruction of a large portion of the

town, a Silver Valley mining camp founded twenty-six years
earlier, Wallace was saved from burming entirely when che
wind shifred to the east, Roizen said.

Puilaski’s move on August 20, 1910, allowed most
of one crew (estimated by Roizen at forty-six men) to
escape with their lives amid the firestorm., Exacr counzs
are difficult to ascertain, because the public records
were sketchy in those days.

. One thing, at least, is certain: the raging fire had trapped
Pulaski’s firefighting crew on the West Fork of Placer

who we are

Creek—now on the National Register
of Historic Places.

So Pulaski direcred the crew
through the mountains, across a primi-
tive, thicketed trail, and into the
entrance at the Nicholson Mine, also
next to Placer Creck. Pulaskis decision
method wasn' a focus group. It wasn’t
a decision by comsmittee. Ir wasnt an
election. It was one leader doing the
right thing. Pulaski held the crew
inside Nicholson Mine at gunpoint to
keep them from running out, into the
fire. Ostensibly; that saved most of their
lives. The crew was furcher endangered
by-the wildfire when timbers at the
mine entrance canght fire. What was
Pulaski’s response? According to the
language of Heuse Concurrent

Wallace, by Pulaski’s own account,
most with shoes burned off their feet;
their dothes tumed to scorched rags.
“All of us were hurt or birned,” wrote
Pulaski, who fater spent nearly two
months in the hospital, suffering from
blindness and pneumonia.

Pulaskis earlier decision to act,
based on sound judgment and knowi-
edge, was the pure act to survive. But
even with Pulaskfs quick thinking, not
everyoni lived to tell the tale.

Five men died in the mining tun-
nel. One man died in the woods, on
the way to the tunnel. An educated
estimate of forty, a number including
Pulaski himself, sarvived.

Roizen reckons that the five men
who died in the mining tinnel may

District counselor Jim See, president of
the Pulaski Trail Project: "He did suf-
fer some permanent damage to his
eyes, and his breathing, and was never
the same, which he never did ger com-
pensated {or by the government, or the
Forest Service.”

In retrospect, See added about
the Pulaski Ttail Project: "And part
of it, working with the Forest
Service, is taybe to pay back a lictle
bit of 4 debrt they owe Pulaski. We've
discussed that”

By most accounts, however,
Pulaski was a reluctant hero, given litele
to talk about himiself, let alone the issue
of additional compensation for his
heroic deed. Tt was the consensus
among sources drawn on for this article

it was one leader doing the right thing. Pulaski held the crew inside
Nicholson Mine at gunpoint to keep them fror running out; into the fire.

Resolution 39, (a tribute to the
Pulaski’s heroism, and promotion of
the Pulaski Trail Project restoration
effort) passed by the 2004 Idaho

. . .
Legjstature: “Pulaski beat out the

flames with horse blankets and water
from the mine floor that he gathered
with his hat!” Spent, both from batding
the fire of now-mythic proportions,
and the camulative effects of the heat,
smoke, and gas, members of the crew
{including Pufaski himself) passed
out—unconscious, in the tunnel, After
having been mistaken for dead by a
messenger who left the old mining tun-
nel in the middle of the night, accord-
ing to Pyneé’s account, most woke up,
early the nexr moming, August 21.
They managed to stagger back to
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have actually drowned, after passing
out. Their deaths may have occurred
during attempts to cool themselves

down with pools of water inside the

mining tunnel.

“Interestingly, it appears that
the ones in the runnel who died,
actually died from drowning,’
Roizen said. “And I think that’s a
pretty good speculation.’

Would they al! have perished, if
not for Pulaski’s decisiveness?

“1 think thart's pretry certain,’
said Roizen, who has studied the
infamous fire.

Even though Pulaski saved the
day, as mentioned easlier, he definitely
didn' escape the experience physically
unscathed. Said Mullan School

that Pulaski, estimated to bein his
early 40s ar the dme of the fire, only
endured praise for his actions during -
the firestorm.

«
He never made muich of 2 deat

out of his heroic rescue of his crew,”
Roizen said.“He wrote about it only -
once, in 1923, when [American Forests
anid Forest Life magazine] actually held
a contest, for forest rangers to tell about
their most exciting experiences as forest
rangers. At that point, from the sources
that we have, Pulaski was still suffering
infirmities from the 1910 fire, and
owed medical bills”

Pulaski’s wife, Emama Pulaski, had
suggested that her husband enter an
eSSaY contest to feCOuP s0me Of hIS
medical expenses. He did. And won

ol
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An estimated two hundred houses were burned in eastern Wallace during
the “Big Blowup” fire of August 1910. in this photo, soon after the historic
biaze, the men near a wagon on the road work to clean up debris.

$500 for the essay entitled
“Surrounded by Forest Fires,” that was
published in the August 1923 edition

of American Forests and Forest Life
magazine. "I would guess that he actu-
ally penned it [the essay] himself)
Roizen said.

Despite his ongoing health prob-
lems, Pulaski invented a pick-ax device
that firefighters have now used for
decades, The dual-use invention came
to be known as the “Pulaski Tool”

And the legend grew.

Destiny, in the form of fame,
seemed to descend on Pulaski, despire
an austere personalicy that seemed to
endorse obscutity. Somewhere along
the way, he was lauded for his shirttail
ancestry relationship to American
Revolurionary War hero Casimir

Pulaski. The latter, 2 Polish emigrant,
died in 1779 at the bartle of Savannah,
fighting against the British. After
Edward Pulaskis death on February 2,
1931, his widow, Emma Pulaski, acted
to have the name: "Count Edward
Pulaski”-chiseled on his gravestone ar
Coeur dAlenes Forest Cemetery.

And the legend grew some more.

“The persomality of Emma Pulasld
was far different than her husband’s.
“Apparently;” Roizen said, in an
amnused rone, "Emma . . . felr quite
strongly that [Ed Pulaski] was from a
noble Polish line, and {Emma) liked
being called countess.” Roizen also
talked about Emma Pulaski posing for
a photograph, in formal attire, ar the
Nicholson Tunnel site.“Sheés dressed
almost like for an Easter Sunday,”

Roizen said. “T¢’s damn hard to
get up there. How did thar
woman ever go a total of three
miles, from Wallace to the mine,
dressed like that?” Roizen’s con-
jectute was that Mrs. Pulaski
likely had to have packed the
formal clothing separarely for
the trek.

And Edward Pulaski, a low-
key actor on the stage of life,
content with simply doing his

_job, might well have been embar-
rassed by the clamor of the 2004
Idaho Legislature—the group
that passed HCR39. The state
legislative ace followed the suc-
cessful drive by ULS. Sen. Larry
Craig, R-Idaho, to bring home a
$297,000 federal appropriation for the
Pulaski Trail Project. The state legisla-
ture’s legally non-binding resolution
was twofold in purpose. One, it was a
political tribute to Pulaski, HCR39
also exptressed suppott for the govern-
ment-financed Pulaski Project—an
effort that supporters hope not only
brings attention to the site of Pulaski’s
heroics, but how modern firefighting
practices have evolved. The heroic act
itself, through the persona of Ed
Pulaski, and the common culrure, long
ago took on a life of its own.

“It’s a lietle bit ironic that we want
to highlight [Pulaski], given that he
was pretty self-effacing,” Roizen said.
“But you know, we like our heroes that
way. We don like the ones that are
bragging, and puffing their chests up.
So, I think ir’s quite firting!”

Jim See corroborated Roizen’s

view of the likely discomfort Palaski’s

January200s 50
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heroism broughe him. Pulaski, a jack-
of-all-trades in both Idaho and
Montana, prior to becoming a forest
ranger for the nascent US. Forest
Service, was an unassuming but intelli-
gent man assigned the role of hero.

“He was kind of a quiet man who
would not like this whole idea of him
as hero in this situation,” See said. “He
contintied to work in Wallace and the
forest . . . He did work to gera
memorial for the fallen firefighters.”
Pulaski worked successfully, Roizen
said, to help obtain 2 $500 federal
appropriation to purchase gravestones
for the firefighting casualties buried at
two mass sites at the Nine Mile
Cemetery near Whailace. "Pulaski made
a case that the men who had died in

the U.S. Roizen noted that the 1910
North Idaho portion of the Big
Blowup brought national atrention to
firefighting practices, and how the
modern firefighters should proceed.
The 1910 disaster led to the now-out-
dated one hundred percent fire sup-
pression paradigm, that eventually-
caused what has been deemed forest
overgrowth—a prime breeding ground
for tree diseases.

“If that’s so; said Roizen, “then
perhaps relearning the historic story ...
will help us as a society; emancipate
ourselves from. that [one-hundred per-
cent suppression] paradigm, Aside
from the memorial purpose, thar's the
kind of social purpose we've seen for
our project” Now days, prescribed

the trail and the traithead done by
nexr summer [2005), which happens
to be the 100th anniversary of the
Forest Service!

Despite the federal appropriation,
the project remains $125,000 short,
Roizen said. Politicians and project
leaders have stated that the project,
when and if it’s completed, could give
the economically beleagnered Silver
Valley some financial therapy.

“We just decided we ought to
save the trail, and at the same time
look at ways that the Silver Valley,
and all of Idaho, could benefit from
this place,” See said.

Dave Goins is managing editor of
IDAHO magazine,

The North Idaho-based Pulaski Trail Project is working

to bring the events of August 20,1910 to life.

i

the 1910 fire . . . had died as heroically
as the men who had gone over to fight
[World War I],” Roizen said.

Author Pyne wrote:"Ed Pulaski
never claimed—in fact, ignored and dis-
missed—any thought that he was a
hero. Others made that assertion, and
there is litde evidence thar Pulaski
sought to boost that label or to play on
it, He declined ro become a celebrity.
He shunned publicity and bnl)‘f once,
thirteen years later, wrote down his
own account.’

The North Idaho-based Pulaski
Trail Project is working to bring the
events of August 20, 1910 to kife.

The Pulaski Trail Project, sup-
porters hope, will be a ficting effort to
highlighr the history of forest policy in
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burns in some forests are
considered to be more
responsible forest manage-
ment practices by many
people. The Pulaskd Trail
Project seeks to restore
the overgrown trail, the
Nicholson Mine entrance,
and create the Narional
Wildfire Education
Center and Museum in
‘Wallace or Silverton. Said
Roizen: “We hope 1o have

A suited Ed Pulaski near
the Nicholson Mine
entrance in September
1910, after saving forty
lives, including his own,
during the “Big Blowup”
fire the month before.
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Pulaski Trail Project moves forward

By PAUL BORING
Staff writer

" SILVER VALLEY — With legislative
support, the Pulaski Trail Project is
gaining steam, honoring the project’s
namesake and hoping to educate.the
public on a man who has becomea hero,

A recent article in Idaho Magazine
describes a self-effacing forest ranger in

and an estimated 39 others during.the
Herculean fire that ripped through the
forests of northern Idaho in 1910, in the
process claiming the lives of more than
60 firefighters.

“Facing the brunt of the ‘Great Fires
of 1910’, which charred more than three
million acres in the western United
States, Pulaski the firefighting supervi-
sor understood what constitutes foolish
behavior for humans caught in the jaws

of some natural conditions,” wrote Dave
Goins, managing editor for Idaho
Magazine and author of the article “Ed
Pulaski: Inventor, North Idaho
Firefighting Hero.”

Qiick and rational thinking by

Pulaski, coupled with his extensive

knowledge of the Silver Valley wilder-
ness, allowed the firefighters to escape
with their lives after the crew became

West Fork of Placer Creek. Pulaski led
the firefighters through the mountains
across an overgrown trail, finally arriv-
ing at the Nicholson Mine.

“Pulaski’'s decision method wasn’t a
focus group,” Goins wrote. “It wasn't a
decision by committee. It wasn't an elec-
tion. It was one leader doing the right
thing. Pulaski held the crew inside

See PULASK], Page 3

J Edward Pulaski, who saved his own life

pinned down by the raging fire on the

PULASKI

Continzed from Page 1

Nicholson Mine at gunpoint to
keep them from running out,
into the fire. Ostensibly, that
saved most of their lives.”
According to Pulaski's
account of the events, he and
the surviving members of the
crew managed to stagger bhack

to Wallace with severe burns
and injuries. The hero spent
nearly two months in the hospi-
tal following the escape.

Pulaski, who contended with
health problems after the fire
for the remainder of his life,
later invented a pick-ax device
that firefighters continue to use
that has come to be known as
“The Pulaski Tool.”

A resolution was passed by
the 2004 Idaho Legislature to
honor Pulaski’s heroism and

promote the Pulaski Trail
Project restoration project.

“The state legislative act fol-
lowed the successful drive by
U.S. Sen. Larry Craig, R-Idaho,
to bring hoeme a $297,000 feder-
al appropriation for the Pulaski
Trail Project,” Goins wrote.
“The state legislature’s legally
non-binding resoluticn was
twofold in purpose. One, it was
a political tribute to Pulaski.
HCR39 also expressed support
for the governmentfinanc

ed Pulaski Project, an effort
that supporters hope not only
brings attention to the site of
Pulaski’s heroics, but how mod-
ern firefighting practi¢ces have
evolved. The heroic act itself,
through the persona of Ed
Pulaski, and the common cul-
ture, long ago took on a life of
its own.”

The Pulaski Trail Project
seeks to restore the overgrown
trail that Pulaski used, the
Nicholson Mine entrance, and

created the National Wildfire
Education Center and Museam
in Wallace or Silverton, Ron
Roizen, director of the Pulaski
Trail Project, told Goins that
the project remains $125,000
short.

“We hope to have the trail
and the trailhead done by next
suramer [2005], which happens
to be the 100th anniversary of
the Forest Service,” Roizen
said.

The project could be a boon

to the local economy, as well as
serve as a valuable information
resource to give people a better
understanding of firefighting
practices and the quiet hero, Ed
Pulaski.

“We just decided we ought
to save the trail, and at the same
time look at ways that the Silver
Valley, and all of Idaho, could
benefit from this place,” said
Mullan School District coun-
selor Jim See, president of the
Pulaski Trail Project.

A
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Pulaski Project experiences financial boost

Pulaski Project experiences financial boost

The Pulaski "Tunnel Trail undertaking was recent-
ly awarded a $60,000 grant from the United States
Forest Service Region I to do historical signage on the
trail.

The new funding, which was announced by Jack
Dorrell of the Forest Service, will allow the creation of
trailside signs of a quality on par with the signs along
the Hiawatha bike trail. Members of the Pulaski
Project are jockeying to hire Grady Meyers, creator of
the extremely eyepieasing and weather resistant
Hiawatha signs.

“They're really a top-ofthefine sign,” said Jim See,
president of the Pulaski Project.

The grant money came from a special $1 million

fund that each region of the Forest Service was allocat-
ed to spend on projects associated with the agency’s
centennial observance this year. The grant was sub-
mitted by the Coeur d’Alene Forest Service office in

partnership with the Pulaski Project to the Region I

office in Missoula, Mont. Linda McFaddan of the
USFS played an important role in supporting the sub-
mission from the CDA Forest Service office.

“The Pulaksi Project also recently received a
$26,000 grant from the Panhandle Resource Advisory
Commission to go towards a bridge. In turn, the funds
are the chief part of the recquired niatch for a $60,000
proposat that the Forest Service has submitted to the
Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation’s
“Recreational Trails Program.” Pulaski Project memr
bers are waiting to hear if the latter funding will be

awarded.

Senator Larry Craig brought home a $300,000
grant for the trait in 2003-2004. The funding initially
appeared fo be sufficient to complete the project. In
due course, however, inadequate budgeting for a park-
ing area, where the two signs are now located across
from the traithead, and the discovery that a consider-
able stretch of the trail near the trailhead was on
ground too marshy to support conventional trail sur-
facing, led to a shortfall in excess of $100,000.

“We fell a little short because of unforeseen things,”
See said.

Due to the marshy area, a riew bridge and elevated
walkway will be included in the project.

“The frail is only one part of the project,” See said.

3/15/ 05"

Woman airlifted from Pulaski Trail

By GREG SKINNER
Staff writer

Koziuk said rescuers on the scene realized a ground res-
cue was off and called Fairchild Air Force Base.
“It would have taken untll morning to hike her out,” said

WAILLACE — Two miles up the Pulaski Tunnel Train, a
woman fell, injuring her hip Sunday afternoon while geo-
caching with her husband. Geocaching is a new world-wide
adventure game involving hand-held GPS units.

Around 3:30 Shoshone County got a call that Susan Fuller,
52, had injured her hip while crossing the creek near the
Pulaski Trail. She was unable to walk out on her own, said
John Koziuk, operations officer with Shoshone County
Sheriff's Office.

The rescue involved 16 people from five agencies includ-
ing Shoshone County Search and Rescue, U.S. Forest Service
Law Enforcement, Shoshone County Fire Department
District 1 Quick Response Team, and the Air Force.

Koziuk.

Fairchild responded with a helicopter and paramedic.

Fuller was stabilized at the scene and prepared for trans-
port, said Koziuk.

A zone had to be cleared for the UH-1 (Huey) to hover dur-
ing the rescue operation. Koziuk said that the Forrest Service
gave authorization to cut the trees, and taking only a few
select trees a deputy went to work with a chainsaw.

A paramedic was lowered and Fuller was placed in a res-
cue basket, loaded into the hovering aircraft and transported
to Kootenal Medical Center in Couer d’ Alene. Fuller’s condi-
tion was unknown as of press time, but Koziuk said, “She was
conscious and in good spirits.”

o



Project Status Report

Pulaski Tunnel Trail

Idaho Panhandle National Forests

| Pu[aski ‘

|Project”

{March 1, 2005) :

Trailhead Area:

Progress continues on the final design phase of the
irailhead area. A field review of the final plan set is
tentatively scheduled for the week of March 7 . Bids
will be solicited from selected contractors following
final approval of the plans.

After soliciting bids from two bridge fabricators, an
award was made to the Moosman Bridge Company to
supply the 70° bridge over Placer Creek at the trailhead
area. Shop drawings for the structure were reviewed
and approved on 2/9/2005, allowing the manufactarer
to begin fabrication.

Moosman Bridge

Trail Reconstruction:

Plans for the four timber bridges and three puncheon bridges have been completed, and
prices are being solicited to furnish, fabricate, and treat the timber materials for these frail
structures. Purchase of this material should be completed by the 2™ week of March.

Project Funding Strategy:

The Idaho Panhandle Resource Advisory Committee (IPRAC) approve $26,500 for the
Pulaski project at the February 18" meeting by funding the four treated timber trail
bridges along the trail system beyond the Pulaski trailhead area.

The Forest Service has submitted a $60,000 Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation
(IDPR) Grant Application to complete construction of the 1.8 miles of trail to the historic
Pulaski Tunnel. In conjunction with the RAC funding this should be adequate funding to
complete trail construction estimated between $85-90,000. With approval, this funding
should be available in June of 2005. Contingency plans are being developed for
completion of the trail should the Pulaski project not be approved under the IDPR grant
request.

The Forest Service has also very successfully competed for $60,000 under the Northemn
Region Centennial of Service Challenge Cost Share Program to cover major costs for
interpretive signs and exhibits. Signs and exhibits will be developed to interpret the
Pulaski story as well as element of the history of the Great Fire and its environniental and
social effects that remain an inffuence on forest management.



- The Pulaski returns to the Silver Valley
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— Photo by LAUREN MCKEAN

Wallace District Mining Museum employes Ed Ecke! {right) shows Wallace resident Mary
McGiynn the original Pulaski tool, hand assembied by Ed Pufaski, which was recently refocated
and placed in a case especially constructed for the piece in the museum.

Tool that made history on display in Wallace

By GREG SKINNER
Staff Writer

absence the original eight-
pound tool that changed wild-
fire fighting forever returned
to Wallace on Feb. 26. Bearing
the name of its credited inven-
tor, the Pulaski is on display at
the Wallace District Mining
Museum, .

in the wake of the great

Wallace — After a 15year

“Bitterroot fire blitz of 1910,

Edward Pulaski, ranger with
the U.S. Forest Service, per-
fected the tool that now bears
his name. He presented the
tool in a 1911 supervisors
meeting as, “The logical tool
for the work,” said John
Amonson, of the Wallace
District Mining Museumn.

Part ax and part Maddox,
the key to Pulaski’s new tool
was in the ease of use and its
balance when swung, said

Amonson. Balance to swing
the fire tool over and over all
day long, day after day.

In 1910 the tool would have
been well used during the fires
that burned for three months
consuming nine-billion board
feet of timber across three-mil-
lon acres of land; the largest
wildfire in U.S. history. News
accounts of the time say the
cloud of smoke spread one-
third the way around the

TuesDAY, MarcH 8, 2005

world. The number of people
kiled varies greatly in
accounts, frem 85 to 200.

The original tool, now 95
years old, remained in Wallace
until the final family members
moved Cto western
Washington. The return
comes in conjunction with the
100-year anniversary of the
U.S. Forest Service, this year,
and the opening of the Pulaski
Tunnel Trail set for Aug. 20.

‘The tunnel trail, just south
of Wallace, was the abandoned
War Eagle Mine that Pulaski

. ded his team of 45 men into,

avoiding certain death as a
firestorm. trapped 1,800 men
between Wallace and Avery
that August. :

WEDNESDAY, MaRrcH 9, 2005

Pulaski

o0l

demana

The Pulaski Project is
behind the August ceremony,
and their hope is to use the
tool to cut a ribbon laid across
an old stump recovered from
the 1910 fire as a way to open
the trail officially. New signs
and improved access make it a
proper historical site, said
Amocnson. The project asked
the owner of the Pulaski to cut
the ribbon, but he has politely
declined.

The Pulaski is on display at
the Wallace District Mining
Museum until Aug. 20. The
museum, is open
Monday-Friday 9 am. to 4
p.m. through May 1, there-
after seven days a'week, 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

still In

By GREG SKINNER

Staff Writer

Editor’s note: This article is & con-
tinuation of the Pulaski mticlq print-
ed in the Tuesday, March 8 edition of

the News-Press.

Seventeen years ago Ed Eckle was
surveying the Pulaski trail above
Placer Creek for the United States
Geological Survey when he stopped
‘to get a drink from a spring and
found something.

Half-a-mile above the old War
Eagle Mine were Edward Pulaski cor-
ralled his men to save them from a
brutal fire storm Eckle looked about
and noticed a brand new Pulaski lay-
ing near by. Eckle freasures the fire-
fighting tool to this day for t_he
serendipitous manner it came to him.

It is said that that the big fire sea-
son of 1910, the largest in U.S. histo-
ry, pushed Pulaski into creating the
firefighting tool.

“The ones they make today look
just the same as the one Mr. Pylaski
make inr 1910, said Eckle. “No
improvements have been made.”

Pulaski, originally from Ohio,
moved west and joined the U.S.
Forest Service just a few years after
Gifford Pinchot started the land man-
agement organization in 1905. The
name Pulaski is known in America
for ancther groundbreaking advance-
ment, Casmir Pulaski is credited with
introducing the battle drills that
turned American Minutemen into a
viable and fierce fighting force.
Edward Pulaski was a descendant of
the great general.

‘The key to Pulaski’s new tool was
that it combined two tools into one,
an ax and a Mattox together. The new
weapon against wild fire saved time
and weight, allowing a fire fighter to
switch from digging in the fire line to
cutting down branches and other fuel
with a simple flip of the wrist.

~ Even more important than com-
bining the two tools into one was the
balance of the tool, said John
Amonson, Wallace District -Mining
Museum curator.

Darrell Knoli, assistant fire chief
of Sheshone County Fire District 2
said that he and his men swing the
eight-pound tool for hours without
fatigue.

The original 1910 tool is on display
in the Wallace Mining Museum. On
loan from Pulaski descendents, it will
remain in Wallace until Aug. 20.

See PULASK], Page 3

PULASKE

Continued'from Page 1

Regarding the tool tcday
Knoll said, “I like it, but it's
only one piece of the puzzle.”
He and his firefighters stock
two or three Pulaski tools in
each of their trucks. The
Pulaski is the first tool
deployed when he or his fire-
fighters arrive at the seen of
any brush or forest fire. With
it they swing and scrape a fire
line completely encircling a
fire.

Pulaski fashioned the tool
and took it to a large gather-
ing of U.S. Forest Service
supervisors presenting it as
“the logical tool for the
work.” Pulaski locked into
having his tool patented
years later after it fell into
regular use fighting fires but
had missed a two-year win-
dow in which he could apply.

“It's used now around the
world by forest service peo-
ple,” said Eckle.

Later after his death col-
leges tried again to gain roy-
alties for Pulaski’'s widow; the
best the federal government
could do was declare that
regardless of others who
would claim credit, Pulaski
did invent the fire tool, and
applied his name to it forever.

The Pulaski remains “One of
the primary tools in fire sup-
pression today,” said Bill
Cowin, area supervisor for
Idaho Department of Lands.

In hope of keeping the-
story alive, a newly improved
interpretive trail leading to’
the site of the War Eagle
Mine spurred by a local
group, called the Pulaski
Project, is scheduled to open
on Aug. 20

Film producer Nancy
Hanks is currently working
on a new documentary that
inchides Pulaski and his con-
tribution to firefighting and
the local forests.

“He’s a real folk hero, and
shouldn’t be lost to time,” she
said.



Tribute to
forest fire
hero in &
historic
Wallace

Aforest fire in 1910
burned 3 million acres of
Northwest timber. In
1084, the Forest Service
dedicated a monument,
one mile south of
Wallace, to firefighter
Edward C. Pulaski.
During his group's
retreat from the flames,
they were caught in the
fire. )

Pulaski saved 37 of
the 43 men by leading

. them into two old mine
tunnels near where the
monument now stands.
Today's firefighters even
use a combined pick-ax
tool named after Pulaski.

In early 2005, the
Wallace District Mining
Museum in Wallace
received “Pulaski” num-
ber one, the first produc-
tion tool manufactured by
Ed Pulaski.

This vear, the Tdaho
Legislature is trying to
fund other efforts to pre-
serve information about
Pulaski and the fire.

Call the Coeur d’Alene
River Ranger District at

(208) 752-1221 for details
about the monument and
the fire.

Idaho Magaiine stokes Pulaski Trail project fire

WALLACE — With legislative support
the Pulaski Trafl project is gaining steam, hon-
oring the project’s namesake and hoping to edu-
cate the public on a man who has become a
hero. ’

A recent article in Idaho Magazine
describes a selfeffacing forest ranger in
Edward Pulaski, who saved his own life and that
of about 39 others during the great firestorm of
1910. The blaze raged unchecked across the
Silver Valley, razed half of Wallace, and killed
over 6{) firefighters.

“Facing the brunt of ‘The Great Fires of
1910" which charred more than three million
acres in the western United States, Pulaski the
firefighting supervisor understood what consti-
tutes foolish behavior for humans caught in the

. jaws of some natural coaditions,” wrote Dave

Goins, managing editor for Idaho Magazine and
author of the article “Ed Pulaski, Inventor,
North Idaho Firefighting Hero.”

Quick and rational thinking by Pulaski,
coupled with his extensive knowledge of the
Silver valley wilderness, alfowed the firefighters

to escape with their own lives after the crew

became pinned down by the raging fire on the
west fork of Placer Creek: Pulaski led the fire-

* fighters through the mountains along an over-
; grown trail, finally arriving at the Nicholson
" Mine. ’

. “Pulaski’s decision method wasn’t a

' focus group,” Goins wrote. “It wasn’t a decision

by committee. It wasn't an election. It was one
leader doing the right thing. Pulaski held the
crew inside the tunnel at gunpoint to keep them
from running out into the fire. Ostensibly, that
saved most of their lives.”

- According to Pulaski's account of the
events he and the surviving members of the
crew managed to stagger back into Wallace
with severe burns and injuries. The hero spent
nearly two months in the hospitaf following the
escape. o

Pulaski, who contended with fire-relat-
ed health problems for the rest of his life, later
invented a firefighting tool that combined a hoe
and an axe and to this day is called a “Pulaski.”
A resolution was passed by the 2004 Idaho
Legislature to honor Pulaski’s hercism and pro-
mote the Pulaski Trail project.

Sen. Larry Craig succeeded in obtain-
ing a $297,000 federal appropriation for the pro-
ject, which seeks to restore the overgrown trail
that Pulaski used, the Nicholson Mine portal,
and the National Wildfire Education Center and
Museum in Wallace or Silverton.

According to Ron Roizen, director of

the project, some $125,000 needs to be raised,
. “We just decided we ought to save the
trail and at the same time look at ways that the
Silver Valley, and all of Idaho, could benefit from
this place,” said Mullan School District coun-
selor Jim See, president of the Pulaski Trail
Project.

e
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Project Status Report

Pulaski Tunnel Trail

Idaho Panhandle National Forests
(April 1, 2005)

Trailhead Area:

A Consultant (DJ&A, P.C.) and Forest Service field
review of the final plans was conducted on March 15™,
As aresult of the field review the trail alignment was
shifted slightly to provide more separation between
pedestrians and traffic adjacent to the Moon Pass Road,
and to facilitate construction of the block wall segment
of the trail along Placer Creck.

Anticipated schedule for this phase of the project is to
send bid packages out to selected contractors on April
11" and open bids by the last week of April. This
should allow for construction on the Trailhead Area to
begin by the first week of June.

Moosman Bridge Company has purchased all necessary materials and has started
fabrication on the Placer Creek Bridge.

The two tone color Cascadian ADA
accessible concrete toilet with sweet
smelling technology has been selected
for installation in the trailhead parking
area. The unique texture and steeper
roof pitch gives the Cascadian a
distinctive look much like the old

CCC designed buildings and fits very
well with the theme of the Pulaski Tunnel
Tail project.

Trail Reconstruction:

The subcontractor performing this aspect of the work has purchased timber and hardware
for the four trail bridges and three puncheon bridges. Trail construction is also
anticipated to be i progress by the first week in June.

Project Interpretive Signing:

The Forest Service hag received approval of the $60,000 funding request under the
Northern Region Centennial of Service Challenge Cost Share Program to cover major
costs for interpretive signs and exhibit. Cort Sims (IPNF Archeoclogist) has completed a
significant amount of research to facilitate interpretation of the Pulaski story as well as
the Great Fire and it impacts on environmental, social and forest management issues.
The Pulaski Tunnel Trail Action Committee will play an important role in the helping
develop the theme for the twelve porcelain interpretive signs.
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Hello Mr. Canjar!

Relative’s visit reveals

what happened to
‘man in photograph

[ .

! BY RON ROIZEN
.and JIM SEE ’
Special to The Press -

It’s one of the best known
i photographs deriving from the
Great 1910 Fire (right).
Here are two men with ban-
daged heads, and hats; stand-
ing next to each other - one
with heavily bandaged hands
as well.
The phote comes from the
Barnard-Stockbridge collection
¢ at the University of Idaho (&
X545H).
: It is almost certamly astu-
dio portrait.
Carl Prfr}pp Fr\rpq'l‘ Qprm ce

wodll DRIWCERIC, TOTEsL OCE

archeologist and Big Blowup -
- historian, says it's the enly

post-Big Blowup portrait of
injured firefighters known o
exist. ’

“Their attire,” says Ritchie,
“is standard dress in early
1910. Pictures of other crews
readying for the fire line show
similar dress.”

“Yet, their clothes might

“I think he ended

“up in Tacoma, but
no one in the family

really knows.”

— lvan Canjar

have been donated to these
men once they were dis-

- charged from the hospital or -
. they were furnished by the

studio just for the photo.”
Both men’s names are
known, says Ritchie. “Anton
Canjar is on the right and a
man named Zeller on the le
Nellie Stockbridge probably
took the photo - T.N. Barnard -

" turned over most of the opera-

tion of the studio to her years
earlier.

Did Stockbridge seek the
men out and take this photo as
part of her ongoing documen-
tation of Wallace’s turbulent
history - now including the
Great 1910 Fire?

Or did the men come fo
Stockbridge — wanting a com-
memorative photo, perhaps
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one suitable for use as a post
card, to send to family, and
marking their participation in
and survival of a-momentous
and terrifying event?

“More tikely,” suggests
Ritchie, “the men got their
photos taken as documenta-
tion and proof that they were

. injured in the Big Blowup
. while in service to the U S.
- Forest Service.”

“This photo” continued

Vthchle “could be used later

should ‘evidence for compensa-
tion be required....A picture i
worth a thousand words.”

. Who were they, these digni-

fied men ~ who bore the inju-

ries of trying to fight an over-
whelming fire and who, doubt
less, were lucky to escape with
their lives? o )
Last week, Jim See, presi-

' dent of the Pulaski Project,

was enjoying a social hour at

. alocal watering hole when he

‘ happened to meet Ivan Canjar,

a visitor in town from British
Columbia.

Canjar, as it happened, had
come to Wallace and-the Silver
Valley to check out the place

-~ where his grandfather, Anton

Canjar — the man on the right
of the photo ~ as a young man

- had once fought in the Great

1910 Fire,

Ivan, a fit 1ookmg and friendly
man in his mid-ffties, was born
in Croatia and spoke with a
moderate accent. He'd lived in
Canada, he said, since the 1960s.

Ivan brought with him a col-.

_ lection of old letters, stained

copper brown where paper -
clips had once held the pages
together. :

‘The letters comprised the
Forest Service’s side of a long
exchange in which grandfather

Anton had sought compen-

sation for his badly burned -
hands as well as for time
spent in Wallace’s Providence
Hospital and, thereafter, for

-time during which he was

unable to work. The corre-
spondence stretched into 1912,
when the Forest Service was
still assuring Anton that they

~were seeking appropriate relief

for him.

Grandson Ivan also had a
post-Big Burn picture of grand-
father Anton. It showed a man

with badly burned hands now -

unbandaged. -

Who was Anton Ca:n]ar? o

‘What happengd to hit? -

Ivan knew very little of his
grandfather, though what he
knew was enough to define
the deep structure of a human
drama. :

Anton had arrived m the
1.S., at Ellis Island, in 1904
at the age of 17. Somehow,

. he made his way to Montana

and Idaho - doubtless, Ivan
said, following the lead and
advice of other Croatians who
had also come to the Inland
Northwest.

He fought in the Big Blowup.,

(Carl Ritchie informs
that Canjar faced the fire-at
the head of Boulder Creek,
south of Mullan, in James
Danielson’s crew. “Danielson
and his crew tock refuge on
a large talus slope,” Ritchie
added, “but the fire intensity
was so great that every man
on the crew had their hands,
face and head burned by the
searing heat. One crew mem-
ber panicked and died in an

attempt to flee, ’)
) Anton Canjar survived but
- w1th badly burned hands,

In"due course, Anton trav-"

met and married Ivan’s grand”
mother. A son, Ivan’s fathér,
issued from the ynion,
_ 'Then Anton headed back to
America, promising to bring
his wife and child over when
he had settled.
Letters arrived for a time;
but then they stopped coming.
Anton disappeared in # dis- '
tant and vast continent.
“Lthink he ended up in

" Tacoma,” says Ivan, “but no

one in the family really knows.”

Ivar’s grandmother, Anton’s ;

wife, never remarried.
She never spoke il of
Anton, Tvan said. .

“She was to0’ dlgmﬁed todo -

that,” he added, with a smile.

Ron Roizen and Jim See are
members of the Pulaski Project,
which group has parinered with
the U1.S. Forest Service to save
the mine and trail where Big Ed

‘eled back to Groatia, where e, .

Pulaski’s heroic rescue of his crew

was carried out in August,_ 1910.
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