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By DAVID GOiNS
Political correspondent

BOISE — North Idahe bipartisan support
emerged at the state level Friday for legisla
fion designed to encourage the Pulaski
Project. . ’

The Pulaski Project is a package of Silver
Valley-based efforts to honor the memory of
Edward C. Pulaski — an early 20th century
North Idaho firefighting hero and inventor —
" and educate the public on modern forest man-
agement practices. o
" Dén Pischner, a former Republican legisia-
tor from Coeur d’Alene, and Rep. Mary Lou
Shepherd, D-Wallace, on Friday expressed
support for the Pulaski Project legislation.

With Pischner looking on, Shepherd pre-
sented the measure endorsing the Pulaski
. Project to the House State Affairs Committee

— which jntroduced the legisiation to print.

. That committee action made the legislation an
actual House Concurrent Resclution.

“This {project) could even become an eco-

nomic factor for our currenily depressed
Silver Valley,” Shepherd told the cominittee.

“I¢s (the state legislation) just a symbolic
gesture,” said Pulaski Project Director Ron
Roizen, Wallace. “But symbolic gestures help.
And we're grateful to Mary Lou for carrying
the ball on this.” . ,

The project’s main components include the
future development of an historic museurn
highlighting the Pulaski story, the renovation
of the Pulaski Trail near Wallace, and the pro-
motion of an Internet Web site (www.pulaski-
project.org) on the subject. )

“The citizens of Wallace came up with this
Pulaski Project idea,” said Pischner, now a lob-
byist for Coeur d’Alene-based Stimson Lumber
Co. “And I think it’s a marvelous idea and pro-
ject, and I want t¢ support them in every way.l
can,” i '
Pischner, still active in Republican politics,
said Stimson Lumber is also supportive of the
Pulaski Project. i

At the federa] level, Idaho Republican Sen.
Larry Craig earlier brought home $297,000 in

congressional pofk for the trail improvements

- pertion of the project.

“Sen, Craig was the hero of that appropria-
tion,” Roizen said.

The U.S. Forest Service is the lead agency
on the Pulaski Trail improvements project.

Executive work on the trail portion is ongo-
ing, accerding to Roizen Actual physical labor
on the project is expected to begin during the
summer, he said. T

The Pulaski Project originates from
Pulaski’s hereic efforts during what the legis-
lation describes as, “the worst forest fire in
American history,” which broke out in the

mountains of North Idaho and western

Montana 93 vears ago. The fire, driven by
freak, hurricaneforce winds, peaked on Aug.
20,-1910 and when it was over, 3-million-plus
acres of Himberland were gone—along with
part of the city of Wallace itself.

It was Pulaski, the story goes, that helped

‘save 39 men on a 45-man firefighting crew by

directing them to shelter in the abandoned
Nicholsen Mine, now known as the “Pulaski
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Tunnel.” Legend also credits Pulaski for
inventing a unique firefighting tool that is still
in use today.

“Pulaski was kind of a hero as a person,”™

Pischner said. “I grew up with the name. I
never met him. For his (Pulaski’s) time period,
he was very welllmown and welkHliked. And I
don’t think it was just because he was 2 heroin
the disaster. It was because he was liked as a
person.” ' .
Shepherd emphasized the Pulaski Project’s
planned development of a National Wildfire
Fducation Center and Museum in either
Silverton or Wallace. The U.S. turned to 2
“total {fire) suppression model” after the 1910
disaster, Roizen noted. “We feel the nation is
going through a paradigm change ... about
how we see our forests,” Roizen said. .
Launched in 2002, the Puiaski Project goals
also include mmproving the “Pulaski Tunpel”

mine entrance and upgrading the two Nine'

Mile Cemetery gravessites where victims of
the fire are buried.
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Memonal proposed for srce

of legendary fire rescue -

By Betsy Z Russell

) Smff writer

-:BOISE — Bd Pulaski may be best known
fof the firefighting tool he invented, a cross
between an ax and a hoe that beafs his name
gnd still is used in firefighting today.

-'But “Pulaski’s heroics during the 1910

* wildfires that deévistited the forests of North

Idaho, Eastern Washington and Montana tell

dn’ éven more compelling story — one that-

Silver Valley residents hope will draw tourists

aid others to -a . historic site, trall and

mterpretlve center. -
*.Long before he invented the ‘handy tool
th’at kept forest firefighters from having to

‘Gitry both an ax and a hoe, Pulaski was a
" Forest Service ranger :in Wallace in August -
1 10 when the woods exploded into a fire-

" storm, trapping 1800 ﬁreflghters between
’ Wal]ace and Avery. - )

Drawing on his knowledge of the area,

. Pulaski led his 45-man crew to safety in an

abandoned mine, now known'as the Pulaski
Tunnel. There, they lay face down through a

" suffocating night of smoke and heat. Their

leader kept some from panicking and heading
outside to certain death with the end of his
pistol He beat out flaming timbers at the
mine’s entrance with horse blankets and mine
water he pathered in his hat.

Though the whole group lost consciousness -
diring that night, including Pulaski, nearly all-
_survived, and crawled back through the

smoking, charred woods to Wallace in the

‘morning. _
“The fire was so hiot that 1t kJ]led the fish
in the creek,” said Jim See, a gunidance"
- counselor and teacher at Mul]an High
‘Schoot. “When the firefighters came out, they
could not sit on the rocks because they were -
- 50 hot bestde the ereek ? ‘

lst0r|an's‘ work to preserve Pulask

See is an avid hiker and amateur historian
who noticed that the historic tunnel site and
the trail leading to it have been deteriorating,
and féared they could soon be lost forever.

-Now, a Silver Valley group is working to

restore the historic site and trail, build a new
trailhead and historic markers and eventually
create a national wildfire education center
and museum at the trailhead site.

- “It’s already on the 'National Register of

-Historic Places " See sald “And so is the.

escape route.”

The projest is. now knowg as the Pulaski
Project, and work is séheduled to start this
summer on réstoring, realigning and marking
the trail and the tunnel entrasice.. At the

" behest of Idaho Sen. Larry Craig, Congress
has appropriated nearly '$300,000 for the

Forest Service to take on the project.

On . Friday,’ Rep. Mary' Lou Shepherd'

D-Prichard, toid the House 'State Affairs

Committee about the project and the story..
: Evcntually, a $15 million mterpretwe center

“the sights, sounds and smells of a ragmg

“ the Pulaski project, and acknowledge the

“In my generatlon Ed Pulaskz was thlS big

and museum is env:smned to serve ds a:
national center for wildfire educatlon A “fire
room” would give visitors the experience of

wildfire, she said. _
The House committee agreed to mtroduce

a resolution Shepherd proposed to “express .
support and encouragement for the efforts of -

dedication of the wildfire flghters, past :
present and future.”

Former Rep. Don Pischner, R-Coeur d’A»';
lene, has been working with the project.

“My dad knew Ed Pulaski,” Pischner sald .

here.”
When the backers had access problems to’
part of the trail, Pischner discovered that the
land is now owned by his employer Stlmson . : Photocuurtesy of Musaiim of North igaho
Lumber. Soon, there was a letter of agree- ln Ihis undated photo, Joe Helm, left, and a man'
) oo o -+ identified ds Mc Kay sit at the mouth of the mine,
Cantinued: Pulaski/ _32 where Ed Pulaski saved a crew c! ﬁrefghters '

It



| Pulaski Yadility
~could costup
to $15 million

Continued from B1
‘ment for' access, including ease-
ments and possibly a larid sale. |

“We're working with them See
said. “We need to gct a survey
done.”

* TIdaho Historical .Society Director

Steve. Guerber said he thinks the,

Pulaski Project is “a great idea,”
that could both presewe and make

- more accessible “the site where a

sngmflcant h:storic event took
place.”

The trailhead is about half a mife
. south of Wallace. From there, the
_trail runs about two mlles to the
“tunnel 0 e o L

See said, “We're gomg ona hike
r\with the engineers in April, once

the snow allows that to happen, so
_we can identify exactIy where the

e }tra;l is.”

The tunnel itself is too dangerous
for public access, he said, but
" . possibilities include an overlock or
. Structure where visitors ‘would be -

* able to peer into the old rhine.: -

WWW, pulaskl-prqect org.

REGION .

Eventuallyz e, Pulaskl gject
could include the Pulaski trail and
memorial, the interpretive center,
and another historic site at the

" Wallace cemetery where victims of -

the 1910 fire are buried. .
“You could have a number of

things that people could come and
-see related to Pulaski and the 1910

fire,” See said. “This would be-a
world-class hiking trail, for people
to come and enjoy the .story and
learn about the 1910 fire and the
history of Pulaski.,”

The interpretive ceater and mu-

seum could be a $15 million boild- -

ing, and it’s uncertain at this point
how the project would be funded.

But already, the Pulaski project

has gotten several grants, county
-funding and the federal appropria-

tion. The project has a Web site at

‘Ron Roizen, a Wallace sociold-
gist who has been writing grants for

.-the project, said, “Up here in the

Silver Valley, these are struggling
economies, @nd people are looking
for new institutlons to develop in

the valley, So this seemed like a-
_ good shot.”

,

B BetsyZ Russell can be reached to!];free'

- at(866) 336-2854, or bye- marl at .
bzrussei!@Rmc: net
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f took spemal secunty ,
clearance, but Rep. Mary
Lou Shé:pherd, D-Prichard,.
and formér Rep. Don
Pischner of Coeur d’Alene

. brought in a réal Pulaski to show :

the House State Affairs

Committee, as. it considered a _
tesolution suppo:tmg the Pulaski -
Project in the Silver Valley. .

--Lawmakers )
. Pulaskl tribute
| gets go-ahead

The Spoke.mun Rewew

‘ BetﬁyZ. .

Russell

T

The ax-and-hoe combination fireﬁghtmg tool

- never made money for its inventor, Ed Pulaski,

because it was in use for a year before Pulaski
thought about trying to patent it. By then, it was

toe late. But it did immottalize ‘the Fotest Service -

ranger and firefighting hero’s name.
‘Now Silver Valley residents want to

imemorialize Pulaski’s hieroics in the great fire of

1910 with 2 restored trail, memorial and possibly

an interpretive center to draw tourists and others.

The legistative committee encorsed the idea
unanimously, approving a resolution Shcpherd

proposed

2”‘.
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Alegendary firefighter who was -
| both mventor and hero is to be

By Betsy Russell

Idaho Spokesman-Review

Ed Pulaski may be best known
for the firefighting tool he in-
vented, a cross between an ax
and a hoe that bears his name and
still is used in firefighting today.

But Pulaski’s heroics during

the 1910 wildfires that devastat- -

ed the forests of North Idaho,
Eastern Washington and Mon-
tana tell an even more compelling
story — one that Silver Valley
residents hope will draw tourists

. and others to a historic site, trail

aiid interpretive center.

Long before he invented the
handy tool that kept forest fire-
fighters from having to carry both
an ax and a hoe, Pulaski was a
Forest Service ranger in Wallace

in August 1910 when the woods -

exploded into a firestorim, trap-
ping 1,800 firefighters between
Wallace and Avery.

Drawing on his lmowiedge of
the area, Pulaski led his 45-man

crew to safety in an abandoned -

mine, now known as the Pulaski
Tunnel. There; they lay face
down through a suffocating night
of smuoke and heat. Their leader
kept some from panicking and
heading outside to certain death

with the end of his pistol. He beat -

out flaming timbers at thé mine’s
entrance with horse blankets and
mine water he gathered in his hat.

"Though the whole group lost
consciousness during that night,
including Pulaski, nearly all sur-
vived, and crawled back through
the smoking, charred woods to
Wallace in the morning.

“The fire was so hot that it

killed the fish in the creek,” said’

Jim See, a guidance counselor
and teacher at Mullan High
School. “When the firefighters

<came out, they could not sit on -

the rocks because they were so
hot beside the creek”

See is an avid hiker and ama- .

teur historian who noticed that

the historic tunnel site and the

trail leading to it have been de-
teriorating, and feared they could
soon be lost forever.

Now, a Silver Valley group is
. working to restore the historic

site and trail, build a new trail-
head and historic markers and
eventually create a national wild-
fire education center and muse-
um at the trailhead site.

“It’s already on the Natlonal '
Register of Historic Places,” See -
said. “And s is the escape route.”

The project is now known as
the Pulaski Project, and work is
scheduled to start this sumnier on
restoring, realigning and matking
the trail and the tunnel entrance,
Atthe behest of Idahié Seri. Larry
Craig, Congress has appropriat-
ed nearly $300,000 for the'Forest
Service to take on the project.

Rep. Mary Lou Shepherd, D-
Prichard, this month told the
House State Affairs Committee
about the préject and the story
Eventually, a g5 miflion inter-

_pretive center and museum is en-

visiohed, to serve as 2 natiozal
center for wildfire education..
A“fire room” would give vis-
itors the experience of the sights,
sounds and smells of a raging

wildfire, she said.

The House committee agreed

:to introdiice a resolution Shep-
“herd proposed to “express sup-

port and encouragement for the
efforts of the Pulaski project, and

"acknowledge the dedication of

the wildfire ﬁghters, past, pre-
sent and future.”

Former Rep. Don Pischner, R-
Coeur d’Alene, has been work-

hoto murtesy of Museu

Thls undated photowastaken atthemoutho War Eagle Mirie, nowknown &5 the Pulaski Tunnel, near
Wallace. The tunnel is named for Ed Pulaskt who invented the ‘handy tool that kept forest flreﬂghters

- from having to carry both anaxand a hoe. He was a Forest Service ranger in ‘Wallace in August 1910
“when the woods exploded into a firestorm, trapping 1,800 firefighters between Wallace and Avery,
Drawing on his knowtedge of the area, Pulaski fed his 45-man crewto safety inthe abandoned mine. -

Pictured are Joe Helm, left, and a man identified only as McKay

ing with the project. "

* My dad knew Ed Pulaski,” Pis-
chner said. “In my generatlon Ed
Pulaski was this big hero.”

‘When the backers had access’
problems to part of the trail,

Pischner discovered that the land
is now owned by his employer,
Stimson Lumbet. Soon, there was
a letter of agreement for access,
including easements and possi-
bly aland sale.

{daho Histerical Society Di-

rector Steve ‘Guerber said he
thinks the Pulaski Project is “a
great idea,” that could both pre-
serve and make more accessible
“the site where a signiﬁcant his-
toric event took place.”

The trailhead is about half a
mile south of Wallace. From
there, the trail runs about twe
miles to the tunnel.

See said, “We're going on a
hike with the engineers in April,
once the snow allows that to hap-

pen, 50 we can identify exactly
where the trail is.”

The tunnel itself is too dan- .
.gerous for public access, he said,
but possibilities include an over- .

look or struchiure where visitors

would be able to peer into the old .

ming.

Onthe Meh:

*Pulaski Tunnel:

wwwi pulaski-oroject.org.

o
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'7 By DAVID GOINS -
. Pohtlcal correspondent

" BOISE — Don Pischner _got real‘ :

with the Pulaski Project.

., Aformer Republican state 'lawmak—..
er from Coeir d'Alene; Pischner on’

.. Monday. morning brought an actual

- iron-bladed, wood-handled Pulaski tool -
. to show members of th_e House  State:

Affalrs Committee.-

- After obtaining clearance from the :

. Statehouse security corps, of course,

- Promoting. legislation that encour-.

ages the Silver Valley’s Pulaski Project,

‘P1$chner made- an unusual exhibit of

the Polaskl tooi he borrowed from

“Idaho State Liquor Dispensary Supt.

Dyke Nally, a former firefighter.

“That tool has been well-used,”’

Pischner said. “It's been bailed out of
an airplane many times with (Nally).”

Around the committee table, legis-
lators passed the classic. Pulaski fire-

fighting tool — said by many to have’
been invented by early 20th century

North Idaho ﬁreﬁghhng hero Edward
C.Pulaski.
.. Pischner. used the powerful visual

aid to testify in. favor' of House

Concurrent Resolution 39 — non-bind-

- ing. legistation- that" supports: the

Pulasln Project The PuIask: Pr(uect is
apackage of Silver Valley-based efforts
both to henor the memory of Pulaski
and educate the public on modern for—
est management practices.” .

* Pischner’s exhibit was ‘partiafly in

. response to.an erroneous request Feb. .

6 by committee chair Bill Desl, R-

Nainpa, to, “hear about the Pulaski

shovel,” at Monday’s pubhc hearing.
The tool actually is"used dually on

“grubber” (hoe), Pischner said.

“I would like to believe that Mr..

Pulaski invented that tool,” Pischner

’ saxd “Ijke all mventlons there aré con-

it”

THE NEWS-PRESS. Tuesday February 17, 2004

Pulaskl Project measure clears House ___,},anel

u’adlctory stones about who mvented

Sponsored - by Rep Mary Lou

Shepherd, D-Wallace, HCR39wassenti
to the House floor on a unammous-'

committee vote.

The Pulaski PrOJeet orxgmates from- |

Pulaski’s heroic efforts during what
the legislation describes as, “the worst

. forest fire in American history,” which liv
. broke out’in the mountaing of North
the fire lines as'a “hacker” {ax) and a

Idaho and western Montana. going on .

94 years ago. The fire, which peaked- =
on Auig. 20, 1910, déstroyed three fnil-
Tion-plus acres of tlmberiand and- wxped.

out part of Wallace

PULASKI

Continued from Page 3

- from the projéct’s historic

Pulaski Tunnel, and creat-
ing a National Wildfire
Education Center and
Museum in either Silverton
or Wallace. )
Shepherd said two

“grﬂﬂts” from Kootenai

FHES) b LaUUiciiar

County have totaled $60,000.

Additionally; $297,000 in fed-

eral money, has been gained
through the work of senior
US. Sen. Larry Craig, an
Idaho Republican. That fed-
eral appropriation is primari-

ly for renovatmg the Pulaski
Trail. -

- Shepherd said an éco-
nomic stimulus could result

interest. Tourists often are
attracted to such novelties.
But the Pulaski Trail and
entrance to the Nichelson
Mine (where many of the
firefighters went to survive),
“have fallen into severe dis-
repair;” Shepherd noted.

“We're not delusional,
however, that this {project)
will be completed over
night,” Shepherd said. “It
could take as many as 10
years.”

“One wrtness descnbed it as a thou-

. sand trains going across a thousand

trestles,” Pulaski Project Director Ron

Roizen, Wallace, sa1d durmg Monday's‘

meeting. -

With knowledge of the mines and
mountains in the Wallace area, Pulaski,
aforester; led his créw of more than 40
men info a mining tunnel, saving many

“And Fie held ther with his pistol so
,they could Dot leatve,” Shepherd sa:d

. . See PULASKI Page 10
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Lawmakers’
~ Pulaski tribute
I gets go--ahead
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Planning
starts now

3 : harvest, culvert upgradlng and 0 THE NEWS- FRESS Saturday, March 6, 2004

t took spec;al se\éunty
clearance, but RepsMary
Lou Shepherd, D- Png\hardf
B and formér Rep. Don’,
Pischner of Cocur &’ Alenef\

. brought in a réal Pulaski té show . Betsyz. |
the House State Affairs/ hY - Russell
Committee, as it considered a A :

. fesolution supporting'the Pulaski
Project in the Silver/Valley. \

“The ax-and-hoe éombination ﬁreﬂghhng tool
- never made money for its inventor, Ed Pulaski,

Sherri Lionberger,

I Ecosystems Staff Officer for
the Coeur .d’Alene River
Ranger District, outlined some
of the projects which include
brush field burning, timber

the relocation of traithead of

the Pulaski Trail.
Llonberger said the three

main goals of the work will be

do this once and walk away,™
we'll have to keep coming.
back over the years to’ mam—f

~ for possmle PLACER

Continued from Page 1 »
because it was m;use for a year before Pulaski = ; V tain the area.
, to reduce fiiels, promote the .
thought about tring to patent it. By then, it was - . P I a c e r growth of more Jarch, which' funhor;)fe;gtire s;:)cl 1ihat pggtr:l%.

|/ toolate. But it did immottalize the Forest Service
‘ *é; “ranger and ﬁreﬁghtmg hero’s name. :
Now Sitver Valley residents want 0 .
:memorialize 'Pulaski’s herbics in'the great fire of
1910 with a restored trail, memorial and possibly
-an interpretive center to draw toutists and others.

_ are less susceptible to fire and.; _
* disease and the improve the Pulaski Trail for use as a fire
- education tool.
See PLACER, Pager10‘_ Among the proposed pro-
_.ijects will be the controlled

from the sale of the trees .
which will be harvested but
additional funding sources are
being sought. ‘ o=
“One timber sale will not

Ron Roizen visits with Dawd Bond at the Pulaski Project booth at Expo
: 2004 on Saturday at Sunnyszde Elementary

Creek fire

2Bt 0l ale,

The legistative committee endorsed the idea
unanimously, approving a resolution Shepherd
proposed )

2w

By DON SAUER
Staff writer

WALLACE — It was nearly

a century ago when fire roared ,

th o
u1r0h5u wie J.cgwu, at.u.lu.u.ug

three million acres and killing
86 people in August of 1910.

One of the hardest hit areas
was Placer Creek near
Wallace,” -where - Ranger
Edward Pulaskx led his crew of
firefighters to the War Eagle
mine portal and saved'many of
them from the inferno.

‘With the specter of that cat-
astrophe still looming over the
area, the U.S. Forest Service,
Bureau of Land Management
and local agencies are address-
ing the possibility that the
another fire of that magmtude
could happen again.

Representatives from those

agencies were in Wallace "

Thursday night to discuss pro-
jects which are planned for the
Placer Creek area to reduce

fire fuels throughout the -

drainage,

burning of approximately
1,200 acres of brush fields, the
harvesting of 360 acres of

- lodgepole pine, 420 acres of

thinning to promote larch
growth and the clearing of
150-foot fire breaks along the
Placer Creek road.

~ Also, there will be several
culverts replaced to improve
fish habitat and the trail head
of the Pulaski trail will be

*moved a short distance for

easier access, Lionberger
said.

Joe  Stringer, District
Ranger for the Coeur d’Alene
River Ranger District, said
that once the clearing and
burning is done, the process
of protecting the area will not
be over.

“This is a continuing
process, the brush will grow
back, other trees will die,”
Stringer said. “You can’t just

be-able to pay for evervthing,”.
Lionberger said. j

She added that the entlre_,j
process, from initial studies ta™
completion of clearing, burg-:
ing and harvesting, will také |
around five years with the first_
work planned for later this
spring. N e

THE NEWS PRESS Thursday, March 11, 2004 3

benate OKs Pulaski legisiation

BOISE — The Pulaski

. Project legislation, House
¢ Concurrent Resolution 39, has
¢ gained -the Idaho Senates
: approval.

HCR39, which encourages

| the Sﬂver Valley’'s Pulaski

Project, passed the Senate
Tuesday morning on 4 unani-
mous veice vote. The legislation
now needs only the signature of
Idaho Lt. Gov. James Risch, the
Senate’s presiding officer, to
become law.

Sponsored in the Senate by

Sen. Marti Calabretta, D-
Osburn, the non-binding mea-
sure encourages a package of
efforts in the Silver Valley to
enhance the historic value of the
story of early 20th century
North Idahe firefighting hero
Edward Pulaski.

Major objectives of the
Pulaski Project include restor
ing the Pulaski Trail, the Pulaski
Tunnel, and creating a National
Wildfire Education Center and
Museum in either Silverton or
Wallace.

17



“We need to mmmuﬂicate better about the impormﬂce of fres. ”

Lauren FIns, Universiy of ldaho fee genetioist o :

- plays lead
role in Ul
dramas

Students write, stage plays
aboust role of fire in forests

By lames Hagengruber .
Staffwriter o .

MGSCOW, 1daho — The budding
playwrights couldr’t borrow much from -
Shakespeare or Tennessee Williars when they
created a series of wildfire-themed
performances, but therewas no lack of
available stage music. T

Between each of the seven original plays that -
debuted Wednesday night at the University of
Idaho were well-known fire songs.

There was James Taylor’s “Fire and Rain.”
And Billy Joel's “We Didn’t Start the Fire,” Of -
course, The Doors’ “Light My Fire” was als
used, ’

The music and drama were part of the'

_university’s Night of Fire, the capstone project
"~ for afreshman seminar class on wildfire and.
society: -

The 38 students had spent the semester,
studying the science, history and politics behind
wildfires. They took field trips to the National
Interagency Fire Center in Boise and to
“Wallace, where massive wildfires in 1510
prompted-a revolution in the country’s fire
policy. The final class project was putting it all
together in an original play. ’

“1 don’t know any other university that offers

_ somsthing lke this,” said Bill Loftus, one of -
three ipstructors who teach the class.

Most of the plays Wednesday evening wers
iess than 10 minutes long. In “Blowup,” an
inexperienced crew boss meets the ghostof 2
fallen firefighter during a dangerous day on the
fireline, Another play, “Flames of Our Lives”
includes what is probably the only plotin
history that focuses on wildland-urban
interfaces. ‘

All of the plays were based on a general
theme of society’s troubled relationship with
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Cedy Hatch and Amy Grimmet porform “Flaming Misconceptions,” a play about the necessity of forest fives as part of UF's Care Discovery 102 course. '

“We need to communicate better about the
importancs of fizes,” Fins said. “Foresters are
nototiously introverted, Mahy of these students
have never been on stage before. Thisis a great
leap forward for them.”

The class reading list includes articles from
technical forestry journals as well as John

Lauren Fins, a tree geneticist with a love of
theater; and Nancy Lee-Painter, a theater and
Hlm profsssorwith a passion for natural
TESOUICE ISSUES.

wildfire, which happens o be the heart of the
" course. ‘

Fire, Myth and Markind was first taught two
years ago under the notion that wildfire isa
complicated topic hest studied through
mitiple disciplines, said Loftus, a longtime
Idaho journalist and science writer,

‘Two vther professors share teaching duties:

Fins said she hoped the marriage of drama
and forestry science would give students the
tools they need to shiare thelr new knowledge of

wildfire. continued: Wikdiire/A8
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Wildfire: Flames
usually took
leading role

Continued from Al

* Maclean’s account of Colorado’s
1994 South Canyon Fire, “Fire on
the Mountain.” The students also
read from Norman Maclean’s
classic “Young Men and Fire,”
which told the story of the 1949
Mann Guleh blaze near Helena.

Alihough the students dip their
toes into drama, journalism and
silvicutture, the entire course is
based on a single premise about
weildfire, Loftus said, “‘Simple

"answers can get you into dangerous

" territory.” :

The lesson wasn’t lost on Joseph

Melior, an English majorwitha

- tufty goatee. “Previous to this class,
1 atways thought of myself as an
environmentalist and was critical of
the Forest Service,” Melior said. “It
opened my eyes to the complegities
of the issue. There are no easy
answers.”

This was all reflected in the plays.
Fire was granted a leading role in
most of the productioss. ,

1n “Tragedy on the Mountain,”
fire took the form of a menacing
character dressed entirely in black.
The actor danced in the darkness
just off stage, tossing orange

ribbons at the firefighters.

Another play featured a dialogue
between fire -— this fime a young

" man wearing a bright orange shirt

~-and a tired firefighter deep in the
forest. ‘ ‘

“What are you goingto do, -
smother me with a fistful of dirt?”
Fire asked.

Fire erupted in laughter when the
firefighter told himhewas
destroying the forest. )

“T haven’t laughed that hard
sinee 1910,” Fire exclaimed. “1
bring life and nutrients to this place.
. ;. The forest would be beiter if you
would just let me do my job.”

The stage was littered with dead
weod during “Ma.and the Boys,”

- which opened with a youthful

Mother Nature telling her two. -
companions to clean up the forest.

“Oh my Lord! Look at this mess.
Fire and Lightning, getin here,”
she said. “I need you boys to start 2
fire.” ]

The loudest applause went (o
“Aqua Team and their Adventures
in Burnsville,” in which Burning
Man and Burnjng Boy attack a
smatlTown to seek revenge on the
11.S. Forest Sexvice for a century’s
worth of wildfire suppression -
policy. ‘

Chris Sermon, a freshman

chemical engineering major, played

a dead firefighter in one of the

productions.

. “T've not done anything like this
before,” he said.
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