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Pulaski project moving a

. — Courtesy of Continental Bridge

aridge similar to this one has. been puidhaSed for the Pulaski =
gggld'lead and is expe(:_ted 1o be placed just off the Moon Pass -~

‘andr there was “a strong sense
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t good pace

WALLACE — A spirit of
cooperation between the U.S.
Forest Service and a group
working to restore the Pulaski
:I‘raﬂ has an ongoing project to
improve the trail on course and

_moving ahead at a brisk pace.

According to Ron Roizen, a
melpber of the Pulaski Trail
Project organization, a second
meeting- with USFES - officials
was held May 6 and the feeling
at the meeting was “upbeat”

See PULASKI, Page 3'
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of mutual cooperation.”
Jack Dorrell, who is the
USFS project director for the
Pulaski Trail, said the work is
moving along at a good pace
and could be completed by the
-end of the summer. -

Dorrell also reported that
while the Forest Service’s view
that funding for the project be
dedicated strictly to the
Pulaski, should there be 4 bad
fire season; funding could be
“borrowed” from the project
and replaced next year.

‘While the main work on the
trail would continue, Roizen
said the rerouting of funding
for firefighting could slow the
development . of trail sign
designs. . '

Roizen said a bridge for the

" trailhead crossing has been

selected and will be placed just
o{f the Moon Pass Road.
Work on-the design of the
trail is ongoing, Roizen said,
adding that a few of the design
elements which are beginning
to emerge will be determined
by the natural characteristic
of the site. - :
He also said that there is
ongeing - discussion as to
whether the front of the
Pulaski Tunnel, which is also
known as the Nicholson Mine
adit, should be restored to its

appearance before or after the -

1910 fire.
‘When signage is completed

fot the trail, Roizen said it is

likely many of the signs will
feature stories of the 1919 fire.

He added that USFS
Archeclogist Carl 5. is
researching information for
the signs. :

Roizen said there is also the
possibility an observation deck
may be built across the West
Fork of Placer Creek which
will overlook the mine adit.

‘The Oscar Weigart Mystery

By RON ROIZEN and JIM SEE

- Special to the News-Press

in

There are many forgotten
or unfinished stories, and

loose ends, associated with
. the Big Blowup that scorched

Fa

‘

e

North Idaho and Montana in

; August of 1910.

This is one.

A young man named Oscar
Weigart was one of more than
80 firefighters who perished
in the Great 1910 Fire.

Weigart died in the Setser
Creek fire, near Avery.

Weigart did not, however,

. die by burning, suffocation,

. Service’s. account, Weigart-

or any of the other direct

_ effects of fire.

According to the Forest

committed saicide —specifi-
cally, by shooting himself
twice in the chest — when he
became. separated from his

_ firefighting crew and pan-

icked at the oncoming blaze.
But Oscar Weigart's moth-
er, Mrs. Antoine Weigart, vig-
orously disputed the Forest
Service's account. She
claimed instead that her son
had been shot by Torest
Service personnel “because

he flinched in the face 'of dan- -

ger.”

Forest Supervisor W.G. |

Weigle called Mrs. Weigart's

claim “absolute madness” and |
was quoted as asserting: “I:
dow’t see that there is the’

least chance in the world for
her to prove anything that is
charged.”

Mis. Weigart, on

hand, was equally resolute.
She declared that “a bundle of
affidavits” supported her
claim.
* A November 26, 1910, arti-
cle in The Wallace Times
(available on microfilm at the
Wallace Public Library) col-
ors in some of the elements of
Mrs. Weigart’s angry and
anguished charge.

the other

“According to  Mrs.
Weigerf's [sic] own state-
ient, ever since the death of
her son she has been haunted
by a strong conviction that
the young man did not meet
death by an act of his own. So
strongly had this feeling pre-
vailed that two weeks ago she
called upon some of the coun-
ty officials and explained her
conviction; the result being
that a week ago last Monday
the body of Oscar Weigert
[sic] was exhumed and exam-
ined by Coroner Kendrick,

Dr. E.'E Pease:and Dr. . J.

Fiynn. -
“The examination showed
that two .30-caliber bullets

had entered the body in the
region " of the heart, one,
believed to have been the

first, striking slightly higher

and to the side of the heart,
coursing somewhat down-
ward and striking directly
against the fifth rib, which
was shattered. The bone

Stories from the Pulaski

dered the wounded man

.utterly unable fo repeat the

shot. The bullet which sev-
ered the artery produced
instant death.

“Asked -for his opinion
regarding the manner of
Weigert’s death, Coroner W.
D. Kendrick said there was
not even a small chance that
the voung man killed himself,
but believed that the shots
which ended his life were
fired by another person.”

The Wallace Times quoted
another newspaper’s account
as follows:

“Mrs. Weigart claims it

tol and Weigart was shot
down when he showed cow-
ardice.”

+ The contested story of
Décar Weigart’s unfortunate

" death throws new -historical

deflected the ball which found .

final lodgement in the lett
lung. The
struck just above the heart,
“passing through the main
artery and then finding a rest-
 ing place in the tissues of the
“'back, imimediately. opposite

body. :
“When questioned con-
cerning the position of the

bullets, Dr. Pease declared

that in his opinion Weigert

di¢ not commit suicide. He - > d,
‘ . Oscar Weigart actually did

" shoot himself with his own

said that it was practically
impossible for a self-murder-
er to hold a pistol in such a
position that the projectile
could pass straight though
the body. The bullet which
shattered the rib might have
been fire by Weigert {sic], but
were that a fact, the shock
would have produced a paral-
ysis which would have ren-

second bullet

the point where it entered the |

wounds and the course of the .

light on Ranger Ed Pulaski’s
famous rescue of most of his
crew in the Nicholson mine
(AKA “Putaski Tunnel”).

Pulaski drew his pistol te

keep his men in the mine.

Mrs. Weigart’s claim sug-

gests that fire crews were not
entirely unfamiliar with stern
discipline — eveti the threat
of deadly force — especially
in the battle-dike conditions of
araging fire.

It follows that when
Pulaski drew his revolver, his
men may have regarded the
act as no mere theatrical ges-
fure. : '

On the other hand, if

pistol — incidentally, a pistol
was included among his post-
mortem effects — then it fol-
lows that other frontline fire-
fghters may also have car-
ried sidearms.

And in that case, when
Pulaski drew his pistol he
might not have been entirely
sure that someone in his 45-

Project

man crew wasn't going to
draw another pistol in reply.

Who can say if this possi-
bility crossed the 40-year-old
ranger’s mind in the excite-
ment and terror of the situa-
tion? .

It is another of the histori-
cal loose end in the complex
drama that was the Great
1910 Fire.

Thanks are due to librarian
Bernie Ludwig, at the Wallace
Public Library, for her gener-
ous help.

. was the practice of the .-
_ forestry officials to enforce

obedience during stress of .
i great fires at point of the pis-

Lot
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" Residents work to pm‘éme mine shaft where
1910 crew survived still-influential blaze

.. By .lz;mgs 'Hagén_gmh;‘ar J Staffwriter

-ghaft. -

Until recently, the steep trail

leading to the Nicholson Adit up
- Placer Creek’s west fork was tangled

by brush and deadfalls. The U.S.
Forest Service had given up trying to
maintain the path, even though it led
to a place considered sacred by many
within the agency and the larger
firefighting community.

The narrow shaft is where Ranger
Bd Pulaski and 45 firefighters found

ALLACE - No markets or monuments grace the mine

- Not even crosses for the men who died inside the
* tunnel of rock on that terrible, fiery night 94 summers ago.

refuge from the “Big Blowup” of
August 1910. Although five died in the
tunnel, some consider it the birthplace
of the nation’s troubled firefighting
policy —a generation of foresters were Phata courtesy of the Pulaski Project
imprinted with the tale and vowed that  Ed Pulaski poses in front of the mine

never again would such an incident where he led his crew to take cover.
happen. .

Several residents from nearby wildfire education center, a place
‘Wallace have been working to where a wiser wildfire policy can be

preserve the tunnel and bojld a shaped to help prevent a repeat of

. leaders of the so-called Pulaski-

 trail to the Nicholson Adit. The Forest”

SPORTS, C1

BUSINESS, D1

ucing home-grown grain

Infand Mortinwest whaat farmers unite to eep their product in local stores

history, said Ron Roizen, one of the

Project. . . S
“Our philosophy is, if the Pulaski
story and the 1910 fireg fot us into this,
maybe the Pulaski story can get us out

of it,” Roizen said. “We have to-
somehow emancipate ourselyes.”
Members of the Pulaski Project
worked with Idaho Republican Sen.
Larry Craig to secure $300,000 in
funding from Congress to rebuild the

Service expects to begm construction
later this summer on a twe-mile
interpretive trail, ending at an
overlook above the tunnel. The trail is
now lined with orange surveyors’
stakes. It is expected to be finished by
the end of next summer, said Jack
Dorrell, who is leading the -
construction effort for the Forest
Service. Because of safety concerns,
the mine shaft will be blocked with

Continued: Fire/AS



roar of a thousand freight trains,” . COMINGUP - " over the country and continues

Hre ’1 001 Pulaski later wrote. “Many thought : today,” Pyne said, speaking from his
it really was the end of the world” Author to speak home in Arizopa. v + , .
Author Stephen Pyne will be in

) named fOI' thI]_ Old-growth white pines and - Bvery Forest Service chief
Py o : ' Wallace next Saturday to discuss

(I cedars exploded from the heat. L. through 1939 served on the lines of
. St Ranger' Ed Pulaski and the 1910

Burning logs rolled down the steep -

211 CSSEHUQI hillsides. The smoke was thick

the Big Blowup, Pyne said. “They
Big Blowup, His talk is free and were determined it would never
begins at 7:30 p.m. The lecture is

enough in Billings, 400 miles to the

. happen again.”
east, that it blocked the sun. Entire .-

Agency attitudes toward fire -

Continued from-AL

_ towns across the border in Montana part of the city s Theadore began changing in the 1960s, but 2
were being overtaken by flames. A Roosevelt history catebration, - fierce debate continues today over
S =Te being ¥ - which.marks the 1903 visit to . . Hlext A loday
steel bars! | third of Wallace burned. P fire’s place in the forests of the

Wallace by the president. -~ .

Other talks fnclude a discussion..." " p o aod home wo uid bea ﬁtting 7

A e o ooy - Sit for a national wildfire education
‘Bethine Church, wife of the late - - ‘center, said Roizen, with. the Pulaski

Pulaski probably would have Pulaski led his men to an old West. - -
scoffed at so much money for such 2 mine shaft he knew. As the
short trail. In 1908, after he was firefighters fled the advancing

appointed as.the area’s ranger, he . flames, they were joined by a bear ~

-was given a federal alfotment of

- $1000 to carve 26 miles of trail. The -

famously taciturn ranger probably
also would have balked at the

. retelling of the story. He kept silént
about i, except for submitting an
_gssay on his experience to. a writing
contest 13, years after the fire.
Pulaski used the $500 prize money

_to pay for as operation for his )
fire-damaged eyes. .

".Much of Pulaski’s fame came not
from the fire, but from a too! he
invented that beats his name. The
combination ax and hoe remains a
fyndatiiental tool for wildland

- firefighters.
" Some of the brush and ferns have

. been cleared away in secent weeks

from the entrance. to the Nicholsort |
Adit. Inside, the 70-foot-ong tunnel
is like any other cave: cold, datk
and damop.. Water drips from cracks
and collects in pools along the
_ baulder-strewn floor. In 1910,
Pulaski scooped water from the
poois with his hat to pour on the -
burning timbers at the entryway. -
Some belicve the dead firefighters
tight have drowned in the shallow
pools after they passed out from the
hot gases and lack of oxygen.
" Forest Service archacologist Carl
Ritchie extensively explored the

- . mine shaft in the early 1980s in his’

successful quest to have the site

placed on the National Register of

"Historic' Places. “There’s nothing in.
there that says, ‘Pulaski was here,””
Ritchie recalled. “Just old mining
equipment and the remnanis of an
old dynamite box.”’ ‘ -
+ Apart from a few charred stumps
along the trail, there are few
abvious signs of the fires that tore
_through the area. The Big Blowup,
as it"s known, happened during the
afternoon of Aug. 20, 1910, when
gale-force winds tore through the
forest, causing hundreds of small
fires to merge. Pulaski was on his
way up the west fork of Placer.
Creek with a pack string to resupply
a firefighting crew when the wind
hit Pulaski eventually rounded up
45 ‘men. The wind and fire swept
through the mountains “with the

also running out of the forest.

The crew and two horses
squeezed into the tunnel. One man
panicked-and tried to run for the

entrance. Pulaski drew his revolver

and said, according to numerous

. accounts, “The first man who tries

to leave this tunnel T will shoot.”
Pulaski then attempted to cover
the entry with wet stock blankets.
“The men wete in a panic of fear,
some crying, some praying,”
according to Pulaski’s account.
“Many.of them soon became
unconscious from the terrible heat,
smoke and fire gas. The wet
blankets actually caught fire and I
had to replace them with the others
soaked in water. But I'too finally
sank down unconscious. I do not
know how long I was in this
condition, but it must have been for
hours. I remember hearing a man
say, ‘Come outside boys, the boss is
dead.’ I replied, ‘Like hell he is.” "
It was dawn. The men dragged
themselves to the creek, about 10

. feet from the tunnel entrance, but
found the stream filled with ashes

- and too warm to drink, Pulaski

‘wrote, The horses were alive but -

needed to be shot. Five members of

the crew never awakened.. Another
could not be found until days later -
search crews had repeatedly ‘passed
his charred body, but had mistaken
it for a stump. Pulaski had been
blinded and badly burned.

‘The Big Blowup killed 85 people;

- many were firefighters. Three
- million acres with 8 billion board.-

feet of timber burned.
Pulaski remained the ranger in

" Wallace until his retirement in 1930.

Apart from hounding Congress for
a proper monument for the fallen .
firefighters, Pulaski rarely spoke of
the fire, said Gerald Williams,
national historian for the Forest
Service. Many of the firefighters
were buried in Wallace or St.
Maries, Idaho. . - .

“For years he was the only person
who regularly tended the graves of
the firefighters,” Williams said,
speaking from his office in
Washington, D.C.

four-térm Idaho senator Frark - . °
Church and author of the recent
* memoir “A Lifelong Affair My
Passion for People and Politics.”
The lectures wilt be held at the -
Wallace Elks Club, 419 Cedar St:

For the Forest Service, the fires
would not soon fade from the | .
spotlight, Williams said. The agency .
had only been founded in 1903. )

" «jt all of a sudden made stopping

" fire ong of the big goals of the

agency, which it remains today,” -
Williams said. “In that sense, it was
a turping point.” T 0 e .

Before the Big Blowitp;ifop:s:,
officials in the Taft administrations®. .
had been debating the beSt’.vﬁ%%q?w
deal with fires in vast tracts of = ..
Western forest, said Stephen Pyne,” -

a professor at Arizona State’;
University and the nation’s. -ze. =
foremost fire historian. Pyne’s, 2001

book, “Year of the Fires: The Story

§,

of the Great Fires of 1910,7-explored.

how the fires shaped national policy:
for years to come.y . T

Taft’s Interior secretary believed

that some wildfires should be

“ allowed to burn. The Forest Service

chief, Gifford Pinchot, bad another : -

-view. He called wildfire a “dragon”™

that needed to be tamed. “Like the -
question of slavery, the question of
forest fires may be shelved for some
time at an enormous cost in the "~
end. But sooper or later it must be -

" met,” Pinchoet wrote. *

The debate split the Taft

' administration. “Whether to light

fires or fight fires becomes part of
the political scene,” Pyne-said. -
There was little debate-in the

" aftermath of the Big Blowup. For -

the Forest Service, the event
became a “Valtey Forge,” Pyne -
said. The only good fire was a dead
fire. . :
“Iistory is the result of lots of
things happening. It’s very rare you
can point to one person, one -
moment or one event, but I think’
the 1910 fires really weic a catalyst.
It affected how fire was managed all

Project. The groﬁp hopes to raise
enough money ~ §15 million is the -
* high-end goal - to open the center

- by 2010. “It’s truly a sliding-scale

proposition,” Rojzen said. “We

area at the end of the trail.”
TIdeally, the center would serve as
a showcase for wildfire technologics
and a place where Forest Seivice
officials, timber company
representatives and efvironmental
groups could meet to help shape a
new fire policy, said Jim See;a
‘Wallace resident and founder of the
Pulaski Project. “We would love to

plop ourselves right in the middie of
the different sides and try to '
enhance communijcation. Our -
feeling right now is they really talk

- past each other.”
could end up with a kiosk at a flat. .

Although the Forest Service
already has extensive wildfire

-research facilities in nearby '

Missoula, “they don't have Pulaski,”
Roizen said. - ‘ -
“Our theory is if-you build it they
will come,” he said. “Particelarly - -
with people who have any =~
connection with wildfire fighting,
this story is sacred. People.will -

come and do a kind of pilgrimage.” "’
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Best of Tuck to all Silver
Yalley athletes competing
in Hoopfest and the
Ironman!

—Photo courtesy NORTHERN PACIFIC DEPOT FOUNDATION

President Theodare Boosegvelt | i
B, Inosovelt Is welsoimed into Wallacs in May 1903 during a very festive

" By CAROL ROBERTS .
Staff writer

WALLACE — Because of the
1qrge amount of interest in the
history of the Silver Valley, the
Second Annual Theodore
Roosevelt Commemoration
Days will be held the last week-
end in June.

"I‘fne event will be heid on
Friday, June 25, and Saturday,
]u{;e 286, and will include presen-
tations from five different speak-
ers on a variety of topics.
Admission is free to all of the
events.

“We received z Iot of positive

" response from last year’s event,

and everyone enjoved it and
ment.loned they would like us to
do . it again,” sai¢ Dennis
(Brien of the Northern Pacific
Depot Foundation, one of the
sponsors of the event.

O’Brien also sald that

Rooseveit local 'h‘istory celebr’étib i
n brings
speakers and authors to Wallace °

because the Forest Service is
currently working on the trail to
‘_che, Pulaski Trail, there is a lot of
interest in this subject, and the
1910 fire will be the topic of one
of the presentations. ’
The presentations begin on

Friday at 4 p.m. with a 40-minute -

ﬁlr.n. produced by the Idaho
Mu_ung Association called
“Minerals: Idaho’s Hidden
Resource”, shown at the
Wallace Civic Auditorium, 412
River St. At 5:30 p.m. at the
Wallace Elks Roundup Room at
419 Cedar St, Tony and
§ugang1e Bamonte will present
Slide"Show: The Murray Gold
Belt — The Great Gold Strike in
the Coeur d’Alenes.”

That evening at 7 p.m. in the
same room, Bethine Church,

author of “A Lifelong Affair: My -

Passion for Pecple and Politics”

See ROQSEVELT, Page 6

ROOSEVELT

» Continued from Page 1

will be speaking. Church’s
memoir & based on her life
with her husband, the late
four-term Idaho  Senator
Frank Church and her politi-
cal family. Church will discuss
her experiences in
‘Washington, D.C,, and Idabo
politics. There will be a hook.
signing to follow.

On Saturday, at 7:30 p.m.
upstairs in the Wallace Elks
Club, Professor Stephen Pyne
will lecture on U.S. Forest
Service ranger Edward C.
Pulaski and the Great 1916
fire. Professor Pyne is the
nation’s leading authority on
the cultural and natural histo-
ries of wildfire. He has
authored numerous bocks
and essays, including “The
Year of Fires: The Story of the
Great Fires of 19107 which
focuses on the enduring
impact on the Forest Service
after the 1910 fire and the
Pulaski crew’s heroic rescue.

The Big Blowup burned

& THE NEWS-PRESS Thursday, June 24, 2004

the eastern one-third of the
City of Wallace to the ground.
Now, just south of Wallace,
the Forest Service is begin-
ning work to restore the trail
and the mine used by ranger
Fd Pulaski and his crew to
escape the 1910 fire. To this
day the 1910 conflagration
remains the worst wildland
fire in U.S. history.

Also on Saturday, at 1 p.m.,
Dr. Rodney Frey, Professor of
American Indian Studies and
Anthropology at the
University of Idaho, will speak
on American Indian Studies at
the Wallace District Arts
Center, at 612 Bank St. Dennis
Colson, a Ul Law Professor,
will speak at 4 pam. at the
Wallace District Arts Center
on “Tudge William Clagett.”

The first event, held last
year, marked the 100th
aniniversary of Roosevelt’s
1903 visit to Wallace. This
event is Degin co-sponsored
by the 1daho ~Humanities
Council, the Magnuson
Family Foundation, the
Northern  Pacific Depot
Foundation and the Wallace
District Mining Museurm.

X
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Pulaski Pro;ec%
finds remains
of namesake

as

Qqntin.ued from Al

450 adds a colorful twist to the story:
the marker bears a nobleman’s title,

Saved 40 firefighters

“Year of the Fires: The Story of the
Great Fires of 1910.”

‘When Roizen learned from Pyne
that Pulaski was buried in Coeur

nobleman. Ed Pulaski likely scoffed at
the notion - Casimir Pulaski was
mortally wounided in battle and had
no known children -- but Emma had
other ideas, Casey said. “She was a
countess in her own mind.”

S,

Casey was born and raised in Coeur { J
d’Alene, but he was only a toddler
when his Uncle Ed died. Casey’s

The inscription, Count Edward C.

d’Alene’s Forest Cemetery, he tried to
Putask, piqued Roizen’s curicsity and

Hero of 1910 five, inventor pinpoint the location by calling the city

sént him on.a mission to learn the full

. Parks and Recreation Department, father later told him that Ed Pulaski
of popular toef rests in CdA story. “Iretish these types of thmgs,” which manages the cemetgry. was a kind-hearted, quiet man who
’ e said. “We had noidea,” said the loved the forests of North Idaho and
By Jamas Hagengruber Roizen is one of the leaders of the department’s director, Doug whose lungs were forever weakened
Siaff writer .- ‘ ;  Pulaski Project, which aims to createa  Bastwood. “We know the name, We by the 1910 fire,
A minor mystery of North Idaho ' 'national wildfire education center in have his tcol and use them in city Emma Pulaski ived 17 vears after

higtory was cleared up recently
when the grave of firefighting folk
hero Ed Pulaski was traced toa
cemetery plot in Coeur d’Alene.
Pulaski was an early-day ranger
for the U.5. Forest Service andis
famous for helping fo save dozens
of firefighters near Wallace during
- amassive wildfire 94 summers ago
today. He alsoiavented a
firefighting tool that bears his
name and remains popular.
Locating his grave doesn’t
compare with finding the Dead Sea
Scrolls or a Lewis and Clark .
campsite - a handful of distant
relatives and Forest Service
officials knew where he was buried
~but the fact had long eluded Jocal
history bufls, including Ren

Wallace. The group helped secure
i $300,0001n federal funding recently to
. buildan interpretive trail to the
* hillside mineshaft where Pulaski and
. 45 firefighters found refuge in the “Big
Blowup” of 1910, The men were trying
o escape a fire that raged up the West
Fork of Placer Creek. When one of
‘the men panicked and tried to escape
‘the cramped quarters, Pulaski drew
his revolver and said, according to
numerous accounts, “’The first man
who tries tc leave ﬂ'llS tunnet I will
shoot.”

The fire was hot and suffecating
enough that the entire crew passed out
in the tuanel. Five never wakened. In
later years, Pulaski faithfully tended
the praves of the dead firefighters, but
e rarely spoke of the event. Pulaski

parks.”
Clty officials were doubly mtnvued

" because they are putting t_ogethe_r a

walking tour of the historic
Government Way cemetery, which
they hope to have ready by next
summet. But until Pylaski’s name was
unearthed, only local celebritiés made
the list. Although Pulaski’s grave isn't
as famous as, say, Grant’s Tomb, the
site could attract a fair number of
firefighters and Western history
enthusiasts, Eastwood said. “This got
everybody excited. He'srevered asa’
hero.” .

Pulaski’s royal title makes the grave
even more interesting, Bastwood said.

Roizen helped clear up the giestion
by contacting Pulaski’s grand nephew,
Doug Casey, 77, of Woodland, Wash.

her husband’s death. Casey has fond
memories of visiting Countess
Pulaski’s downtown Coeur d’Alene
home, She wore fine clothes and
always served her guests tea, he said.
She also told fortunes with palms,
cards or fea leaves.

As a young man, Casey worked asa
firefighter and spent countless sweaty,
smoky hours chopping fireline with
the tool bearing his uncle’s name.
Back then, the mention of a Pulaski
made Casey and his friends think of a
torture device. Today, the name
prompis colorful memories o a
dignified matron and her modest hero
of a hushand,

There’s one other twist tothe
Puiaski grave story, Casey said. Not
only did Emma outlive her husband

Roizen, of Wallace. Even cemetery remair;ed the ranger in Wallace until Pulaski and his wife, Emma, adopteda  and have anobie title engraved on his

officials had noideaa he retired in 1930 ' daughter but had no direct headstone, she also rmade sure that
uasi-celebrity was resting undex e Not much has been published on descendants. Although the title is neither marker listed a birthdate.
tqheir care. v James Hagenguber/The Spolesnan feven Pulask{’s final years, Roizen said, and  written in stone, Pulaski’s blood “She never wanted anybody to

£4d Pulaski’s gmve is In the Forest Cemetery in Coeur d’Alene. He is famous for saving the lives of firefighters during the 1910

few people seemed to know where the
fire in Waltace, and fer inventing the tos! used by wildiand firefighters.

ranger was buried. Arizona State

Umvers;-‘y Professor and five expert
Stephen Pyne shed light on the

smestion during research for his bock,

“I’s a discovery, but only sort of
adiscovery,” Roizen admitted.

The granite tombstone stands a3
a bookend for Pulaski’s life and it

probably dida't run blue, Casey said.
Fmma Pulagh skl nciseveﬁl her -
husband came from the same line
Brigddieru reral L%n‘m‘?u" sk
Revolationary

kaow how old she was,” Casey said.

# james Hagengruber can be reached at
{208) 765-7126 or by e-maii at . B
{amesh@spokesman.oom,

Mantiniad- Pulacki 74170



Pulaski Project
gets mention in
Preservation
Magazine

SILVER VALLEY —
Preservation Magazine, a
naupna] publication of the
National Trust for Historic
7 Pr.eservation,_ - recently

_printed an article about the

;I;’;]étsln Trail and Nicholson

The article appeared in
the “May/June -issue of
Preservation Magazine and
includes background infor-
mation about the . trail's
Tamesake .. ranger Ed

manzilged to save all but six
of _hxs 45man firefighting
crew (§urmg the 1910 forest
fires in the Silver Valley
area. It also touches on cur-
rent efforts, led by See, to
restore the trail. o
To view the article and
for more information about
the Pulaski Project visit
“www.pulaskiproject.org.

'Pulaski Profect, an effort -
started by Jim See of ||
Wallace ' to preserve the |

‘Pulaski “who™ heroically
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By James Hagengruber
Staff writer i

Coeut d’Alene Parks Department’
officials were surprised to learn that
famous U.S. Forest Service Ranger
Fd Pulaski was buried in the city’s

" Forest Cemetery on Government

‘Way. They are now hoping to leamn

- about other notable figures in the

cemetery’s 17,000-some graves.
Last yeat, the city began compiling

information to incfude in a proposed

walking tour of the gemetery, said

Doug Bastwood, the department’s
. director, Much of the. research was

| “conducted by Mark Puddy, an intern
from the University of-Idabo. Pud- .

dy’s work,, combined with the fresh

" knowledge of Pulaski, has added mo- .

- mentum to the project.

«“Ye’ve scratched the surface, now
we'te getting down fo the really good

" gtuff,” Bastwood said.

The city hopes to have the self-

ided tour ready by summer. East-
Srood would ultimately like tosee the
cemetery host a living history event
duting which actors in petiod cloth-
ing wouid help set the scene.

- The cemetery was given to the city

in 1905. 1t was part of the abandoned

. Port Sherman grounds. Among the

“puried local luminaries is the founder
of Sitverwood Theme Park, aswellas
soeional raitroad baron F.A. Black-
welt, The tour would include the bu-
ried big shots, plus afew tighter stops,
such as the grave marker bearing the
‘epitaph, “I told you 1 was sick.”

There's also a mysterioys monu- -

Friday, August 20, 2004  Page All

®

dy’s first name is incorrectly mscribed
as Betsey. And the monument makes
reference to a descendant of Ross,
B.M. Ross, whose birthdayis listed as
1834. This would mean Mother Betsy.

_ Ross was jn her 80s..

“We've never been able to make;
the connection. Betsy never had any
sons,” Bastwood said.

Anyone with information on the, .

Ross monument, or any other Forest,
Cemetery irivia, is asked to call the
Parks Department at (208) 769-2252."

B James Hagengruber can be reacnes

. at (208) 765-7126 of by emailat

v

jamesh@spokesman.com.

| City réadies tOuf of cemetery celebs -

ment to Betsy Ross; but.tlie flag la;

aan he reached o
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COEUR D’ALENE (AP) —
The rediscovery of a firefight-
ing folk hero’s gravesite has
local history buffs and city offi-
cials hoping it will raise inter-
est in Western history.

Ed Pulaski was an early-day
ranger for the U.S. Forest
Service and inventor of the
firefighting tool that bears his
name. The ranger was also
known for helping to save
dozens of firefighters during a
major Wa]lacearea witdfire 94
years ag

Though a handful of distant
relatives knew where Pulaski
was buried, the fact had long
eluded local historians, includ-
ing Wallace resident Ron
Roizen. Even officials from the
Coeur d’Alene’s  Forest
Cemetery did not know he was
buried there.

“Is a discovery, but only
sort of a discovery,” Roizen
said.

Roizen is a member of the
Pulaski Project, a group that
hopes to create a national wild-
fire education center in
Wallace. So far, the group has
secured $300,000 in federal
funding to build an interpretive
trail to the hillside mineshaft
where Pulaski and 45 firefight

ers found refuge during the

“Big Blowup” wildfire of 1910,

‘When one of the men pan-
icked and tried to leave the
cramped quarters, according
to several accounts, Pulaski
drew his gun and said, “The
first man who tries to leave this
tunne] I will shoot.”

They all stayed inside, even-
tually passing out from the suf
focating heat. Five of the men
never woke up.

Pulaski rarely spoke of that
day, but tended the graves of
the dead men faithfully and

Great Fires of 1910.”

Coeur d’Alene’s Parks and
Recreation Department was
also excited to learn that
Pulaski had been buried at the
Forest Cemetery. The city has
added Pulaski’s grave to a wallk-
ing tour of the cetnetery sched-
uled to start next suminer.

“We had no idea. We know
the name. We have his tool and
use them in city parks,” said
the depariment’s director,
Doug Eastwood. “This got
everybody excited. He's
revered as a hero.”

The granite tombstone also
adds a colorful twist to
Pulaski’s life story, said
Roizen. The mname on the
inscription is Count Edward C.
Pulaski.

The ualikely royal fitle sent
Roizen searching for more
facts.

“I relish these types of

things,” he said.
He contacted Pulaski’s
grand-nephew, 77-year-old

Doug Casey of Woodland,
‘Wash. Although the iitle is
written in stone, Pulaski’s

blood probably didn’t run blue,
Casey said.

Pulaski’s wife Emma
believed her husband came
from the same line as
Brigadier General Casimir
Pulaski, a2 Revolutionary War
hero and Polish nobleman. Ed
Pulaski likely scoffed at the
notion — Casimir Pulaski was
mortally wounded in battle and
had no known children — but
Emma had other ideas, Casey
said.

“She was a countess in her
own mind,” he said.

Pulaski Project ready to move

By DON SAUER
Staff writer .

. WALLACE — The possibili-
ty of designating part of the
Silver Valley as a “National
Herifage Area” could be the
cornerstone for the develop-
ment of a national Wildfire
Education Center and Museum
near Wallace.

The Pulaski Project, whose
members are working for the
development of the center,
received confirmation this

- week that the project has been

remained the ranger im .

Wallace until he retired in
1930. His lungs were forever
weakened by the fire, relatives
said.

Roizen said information on
Pulaski’s final vears is limited,
and few people knew where
the ranger was buried. Roizen
learned of the location from

" awarded a $15,000 grant from

the U.S. Forest Service which
will be used to initiate three
major projects, according to
Jim See.

See said the grant will allow
the group to move forward with
three jmportant projects,
including pursuing the possible
designation as a National
Heritage Area. See said the
NHA program is part of the
National Parks Service which
helps areas of the counfiry

forward with gram from USFA

which have rich historic back-
grounds develop ways to show-
case that history and share it
with the rest of the nation.
“We've made preliminary
contact with the Idahe Heritage
Trust to begin working on this
project,” See said. “We under-
stand there is as much as $1
million in funding available

- through the Heritage Area pro-

gram and that would allow us to
do so much as far as developing
the Wildfire Center.” '

Not only would the story of
the 1910 fire be told, but See
said the Heritage Area designa-
tion would allow the vailey to
highlight its entire mining her-’
jtage.

“One plus we see right now
is that there are no Heritage
Areas in the Northwest,” See
said. “That might give us a leg
up on gaining a designation.”

The grant will also allow fur-
ther research into the develop-
ment of a “fire room” at the edu-
cation center where visitors
would literally be taken into the

THE NEWS-PRESS Saturday, August 21, 2004 B

Pulaski Project tracks down gravesite of fire hero

Though Ed Pulaski died
when Casey was just a toddler,
he remembers visiting- his
“countess” aunt at her down-
town Coeur d’Alene homeé.
Emma Pulaski wore fine
clothes and always served her
guests tea, he said. She also
told fortunes with palms, cards
or tea leaves.

As a young man, Casey
worked as a firefighter and
spent countless sweaty, smoky
hours chopping fireline with
the tool bearing his uncle’s
name. Back then, the mention

of a Pulaski made Casey and
his friends think of a torture

device. ~Today, - the --name .| -

prompts colorful memories of a

dignified matron and her mod-

est hero of a hushand, he said.
There’s one other twist to

the Pulaski grave story; Casey

said. Not only did Emma have a
noble ftitle engraved on his
headstone, she also made sure
that neither marker listed a
birthdate.

“She never wanted anybody
to know how old she was,”
Casey said.

THE NEWS-PRESS Friday, September 3, 2004 3

Eeart of an inferno Iike the 1910
re.

“We wantt to be able to recre-
ate the sights, sounds, the
smells, - within safety limits of
course, of a raging fire,” See
said. “We want a Disney World-
like experience, virtual reality
because we feel it would
become a major tourist attrac-
tien for the region.”

See said the Pulaski project
has been in contact with the

Chicago Museum of Science
and Industry to gather defails
on the design, operation and
cost of a display like the fire
room.
~ Athird project which will be
made possible by the grant will
be to look at projects similar to
the Fire Education Center to
see which ones have been suc-
cessful or have failed and what
factors made them a boom ora
hust.

it
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Pulaski trail project faces long hike, but first steps being taken

— Photo by DON SAUER

Jack Dorrell of the USFS spoke to the Historic Silver Valley Chamber of
Commerce on progress on the Pulaski Trail project Thursday.

By DON SAUER
Staff writer

KELLOGG —A national trend of
increased public interest in historic places
bodes well for the Silver Valley’s Pulaski
Tunnel project.

Jack Dorrell, recreational planner with
the United States Forest Service, told mem-
bers of the Historic Silver Valley Chamber of
Commece Thursday that more and more
people are using their vacation time to visit
places such as Civil War battlefields and
other sites where the nation’s history was
shaped. : ‘

“Historic tourism is on the increase all
across the country,” Dorrell said. “The
Pulaski project will fit right in with this and T
think it has tremendous potential to pull peo-
ple off the interstate and info the area.”

While the ulitmate goal is to turn the
Pulaski Tunnel area into a complete destina-
tion site with a wildfire education and visitor
center, Dorrell said the work that is current-
ly under way is a major step in preserving

the site and turning it into a major tourist|
draw.

The first work to be undertaken will be
the construction of a parking area at the trail
head approximately one mile outside of]
Wallace on the Placer Creek/Moon Pass
road. Dorrell said the parking will be paved
with room for six vehicles, a turnaround
area for buses and restroom facilities will
also be installed.

A 90-foot wooden bridge crossing Placer|
Creek will be built next, Dorrell said, with
interpretive signs to be constructed all along|
the trail leading the 1.8 miles up to the tun-
nel audit. Dorrell said the actual trail wilt be
30 inches wide and will be constructed using
a modular, concrete retaining wall. The trail
will cross Placer Creek in three places.

He said the contract for the work will be
awarded before the end of the year and work
will begin next spring with this portion of]
the project expected to be completed by fall
of 2005.

Visit us online at Www.shoshonenewspréss.com

Steel framing
helicoptered

up to Pulaski
Tunne

By RON ROIZEN
Special to the News-Press

WALLACE — On Monday, Oct. 4,
under a clear blue sky, a helicopter
transported steel framing, welding
equipment, and a generator up to the
"Pulaski Tunnel,” also known as the
Nicholson mine.

The tunnel is located about two

miles up West Fork Placer Creek from

the big green water tank up Moon
Pass Road, south of Waltace. It is the
place where ranger Ed Pulaski saved
39 of his 45-man firefighting crew in
the midst of the Big Blowup — at least
once drawing his pistol to insure that
no man panicked and tried to flee into
the raging 1910 fire.

See PULASKI, Page 3

PULASKI

Continued from Page 1

The Forest Service, in part-
nership with the community-
based Pulaski Project, are
engaged in a two-year project
‘aimed at securing and recon-
structing the mine adit's 1910
appearance, and restoring and
‘developing the "Pulaski Tunnel
Trail! which travels from
Moon Pass Road to a viewing
site directly across the creek

Xfrom the adit,

. There are three steps in the
Forest Service's plan for the
Pulaski Tunnel. .
i First, create a steel closure
roughly 30 feet inside the tun-
el. Monday's helicopter deliv-
ery supplied the materials for
this step. New timber sets
inside the mine will also be con-
;structed, which Jay Price is the
contractor for.
" Second, a batfriendly gate
will be buili at the mouth of the
mine. A bat gate is comprised
of a series of horizontal bars
spaced so as to allow bats unim-
peded enter and egress.

Third and finally, a repre-
sentation of the entrance and
exterior look of the mine in
1910 will be recreated.

Monday's helicopter trips
signaled the beginning of actu-
al construction related to the
Pulaski Tunnel.

Tha whhala meniact — finnel
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Five Days After:

The Wallace Miner’s account
of the Great 1910 Fire

" By Ron Roizen and Jim See
- Special to the News-Press

WALLACE — A yearly sub-
scription to The Wallace
Miner weekly newspaper cost
$2 in 1910. The paper was
published every Thursday out
of its quarters at 5th and Bank
Streets. Its motto: “Devoted
to the best interests of the
entire Coeur d’Alene district,
giving only authentic informa-

"tion and aiming to accomplish
this without fear or favor.”

Though primarily focused
on the local mining industry,
the Miner (not surprisingly)
ran a front page story on the
Great 1910 Fire in its regular
Thursday, August 25, 1910
paper. Five days had elapsed

- since the fire struck on the
previous Saturday, Aug. 20.
Yet information on injury and

- loss was still incomplete.

“FIFTY LOSE LIVES IN
FOREST FIRES THROUGH
DISTRICT” was the story’s
title — though the actual

 count would later prove to be
closer to 90 deaths.

The story placed the num-
ber of men who survived the
night in the Nicholson mine
in Ed Pulaski’s crew at 31 —
later estimates would move
the figure up to 39.

The Miner offered a grip-
‘ping and detailed account of
the fire’s encounter with
Wallace.

“For weeks the forests in
every direction have been
burning, and it was known
that only a heavy fall of rain
would ultimately put them
out. With a high and fitful
wind Saturday afternoon and
evening, the flames headed
for the south toward Wallace,
and for a time the entire town
seemed doomed.

A v e sarman aniale by

made to get the women and
children to places of safety.
The railroad companies
assembled their locomotives
and rolling stock preparatory
to caring for everyone.
Nestled in the heart of high
surrounding hills, with egress
limited to a narrow canyon, it
was realized that it might
become necessary for all to
flee, as a general conflagra-
tion would mean certain
death for any who remained.
“As the flames neared
town on the southwest, they
followed the hillside on the
south, and for a time it looked
as if the town might escape.
Suddenly a sheet of flame,
which appeared to be a hun-
dred yards long, burst a hun-
dred feet high into the sky,
and it was only tco apparent
that the danger was graver
than ever. Within a short time
a brand from this lighted on a

framed building and started

the fire in town. The hills on
the opposite side of the city
then took fire, and on the
south side the main hill was
burning in 20 places. The
residences on this hill took
fire and were quickly demmol-
ished. It seemed as if the town
could not be saved, but after
several hours of valiant effort
by the fire department, assist-
ed by a large force of volun-
teers, the flames were stayed,
and the damage is variously
estimated at from $500,000 to
$1,000,000, the actual figures
being probably somewhere
near $800,000. ,
“Among the destroyed
buildings are the Coeur
d"Alene Ironworks, Sunset
Brewery, Coeur d’Alene
Hardware Company's ware-

house, Worstell Company’s
N R & N

Tivnitiea Qtara

station, Corner and Fisher"
office  and  warehouses
Wallace Times, Wallace Ciga-
company, Turner Musi
Company, Pacific Hotel
Pacific Annex, several room
ing houses and a large num
ber of dwellings.

“For a time it was feare«

the Providence Heospital anc
the Standard and Mammot]
mills were destroyed, bu
they remained uninjured. The
fire followed the hills t
Mullan and Burke, and grave
fears for both these town:
were entertained. The dam
age will not be great in eithe.
place.” )
. One page 4, an editoria
titled “Our Calamity” offerec
further images of the fire anc
the town’s reaction. At one
point its text paused to take
umbrage regarding  ar
account of the town's collec
tive response to the fire pub
lished in Spokane:

“While we regard this a:
no time for denunciation, we
cannot refrain from criticising
the Spokesman-Review for ar
article in its issue of Tuesday
morning, which starts by say-
ing ‘we have passed the firs:
stage of wild, unreasoning
panic.’ This was written by :
special correspondent sent ir
here after the fire had beer
controlled and consequently
ignorant of the circam
stances. There was no panic
wild or otherwise, and neve:
was more reason displayed it
an emergency. Every abl
bodied man was active, going
from one point of danger

another, to be of assistance t
tha heat of hig ahilite”

H
i
i

|
1
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‘Newspaper gave detailed account of 1910 fire

. Front-page story was

published five days
after blaze struck

By RON ROIZEN
and JIM SEE

! .Special to the Coeur

.d'Alene Press

:  WALLACE - A yearly sub-
scription to The Wallace
Miner weekly newspaper cost
82 in 1910. The paper was

published-every Thursday out

of its quarters at 5th and Bank
streets. Its motto: “Devoted to
the best interests of the entire
Coeur d’Alene district, giving
only authentic information
and aiming to accomplish this
without fear or favor.”

Though primarily focused
on the local mining industry,
the Miner (not surprisingly)

ran a front-page story on the
Great 1910 Fire in its regular
Thursday, Aug. 25, 1810,
paper. Five days had elapsed
since the fire struck on the
previous Saturday, Aug. 20.
Yet information on injury and
loss was still incomplete.

“FIFTY LOSE LIVES IN
FOREST FIRES THROUGH
DISTRICT” was the story’s
headline — though the actual
count would later prove to be
closer to 90 deaths.

The story placed the num-
ber of men who survived the
night in the Nicholson mine in
Ed Pulaski’s crew at 31 —
later estimates would move
the figure up to 39

The Miner offered a grip-
ping and deiailed account of °
the fire’s encounter with
Wallace.

“For weeks the forests in

every direction have been

burning, and it was known that
only a heavy fall of rain would
ultimately put them out. With a
highi and fitful wind Saturday
afternoon and evening, the
flames headed for the south
toward Wallace, and for a time
the entire town seemed
doomed. Arrangements were
quickly made to get the
women and children to places
of safety. The railroad compa-
nies assembled their locomo-
tives and rolling stock prepara-
tory to caring for everyone.
Nestled in the heart of high
surrounding hills, with egress
limited to a narrow canyon, it
was realized that it might
become necessary for all to
flee, as a general conflagration
would mean certain death for
any who remained.

“As the flamés neared town

on the southwest, they-fol-
lowed the hillside on the
south, and for a time it looked
as if the town might escape.
Suddenly a sheet of flame,
which appeared to be a hun-
dred yards long, burst a hun-
dred feet high into the sky,
and it was only: too apparent
that the danger was graver

" than ever: Within a short time

2 brand from this lighted on a
framed buflding and started
the fire in towi, The hills on
the opposite side of the city
then tock fire, and on the
south side the main hill was
burning in 20 places, The resi-
dences on this hill took fire
and were guickly demolished.
It seemed as if the town could
not be saved, but after several
hours of valiant effort by the
fire department, assisted by a
large force of volunteers, the

flames were stayed, and the
damage is variously estimated
at from $500,000 to
$1,000,000, the actual figures
being probably somewhere
near $800,000.

“Among the destroyed
buildings are the Coeur
d’Alene Ironworks, Sunset

- Brewery, Coeur d'Alene

Hardware Company’s ware-
house, Worstell Company’s
Furniture Store, 0. R. & N, sta
tion, Corner and Fisher’s office
and warehouses, Wallace
‘Times, Wallace Cigar-company,
Turner Music Company,
Pacific Hotel, Pacific Annex,
several rooming houses and a
large number of dwellings.
One page 4, an editorial
titled “Quy Calamity” offered
further images of the fire and
the fown’s reaction. At.one
point its text paused to take

umbrage regarding an
account of the town’s collec-
tive response to the fire pub-
lished in Spokane:

“While we regard this as
no time for denunciation, we
cannot refrain from Criticizing
the Spokesman-Review for an
article in its issue of Tuestay
morning; which starts by say-
ing ‘we have passed the first
stage of wild, unreasoning
panic.” This was written by a2
special correspondent sent in
here aftér the fire had been
controlled and consequently
ignorant of the circumstances.
‘There was no panic, wild or
otherwise, and never was
moré reason displayed in an
etmergency. Every able-bodied
man was active, going from
one point of danger to anoth-
er, to-be of assistance to the
best of his ability.”
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