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Construction Begins on  
Wallowa Mountain Loop Road  

(Forest Service Road 39)  
 

Baker City, OR - The Wallowa Mountain Loop Road, also known as Forest 
Service Road (FSR) 39, will be receiving some much needed reconstruction 
beginning this fall. Tidewater Contractors from Brookings, Oregon was 
awarded the contract for 3.6 million dollars. Funding for the project is through 
the Federal Highway Administration.  

“The Hells Canyon Scenic Byway is extremely important to the businesses of 
Wallowa County and surrounding counties. We are very pleased that this 
project is getting the attention it deserves, even though there is significantly 
more work to do on the 39 road. This project will move us in the direction that 
we need to go to assure a safe and enjoyable trip for the visiting public, while 
providing needed economic benefit to Wallowa County”, stated Mike Hayward, 
County Commissioner for Wallowa County.   

The construction work is scheduled to begin Thursday, October 31 and is to be 
completed by 2015. The contractor will reconstruct FSR 39 beginning at the junction of 
Highway 86 (10 miles east of Halfway) and head north for 13 miles on FSR 39 to the 
junction of FSR 66 (Duck Creek/Fish Lake Road), which will be referred to as the 
construction zone.  The construction work will include subgrade repair and paving.  

Traffic control measures, which will keep traffic moving during construction, have been 
carefully determined to minimize impact to our Forest visitors. Forest Service Road 
(FSR) 66 will be the detour route that is available during the closure periods and/or 
delays, depending on snow levels. FSR 66 begins at the junction of FSR 39 and FSR 
66 (sometimes also referred to as Duck Creek, Fish Lake Road, Twin Lakes Road, or 
Clear Creek Road) and continues west then south before connecting with Baker County 
Road 999, just north of Halfway. The detour route is 30 miles in length and is a well-
maintained single-lane gravel road with pullouts. The route is suitable for 
vehicles with trailers; however it is not recommended for motor homes. If 
unsure of suitability, please contact the Wallowa Mountains Office at 541-
426-5546.  Visitors should be aware that the Wallowa Mountain Loop 
Road and FSR 66 are often closed by snow from late October through late 
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May or early June, and are not passable by automobiles during this time period. It is a 
snowmobile route. 

In the portion of FSR 39 ONLY (13 miles), under construction when traffic measures are 
in place, travelers should expect the subgrade surface to be a rough, gravel surface for 
travel at low speed.  The contractor has the permission to initiate the following closures 
and/or delays; with the detour open to allow for visitors to navigate around the 
construction zone:  

• October 31, 2013 through June 15, 2014 (basically through the winter) closed 
on an as-needed basis;  

• June 16, 2014 to June 30, 2014, the road will be closed from 8:00 a.m. Tuesday 
morning through 5:00 pm Thursday evening at which point it will be open for 
thru traffic. The 13 miles will remain open to visitors on Friday, Saturday, 
Sunday, and Monday for campers and others to travel this route on the 
weekends. 

• July 1, 2014 to October 15, 2014, visitors can expect up to one hour delays. 
  

“We are really pleased that many partners and agencies have come together to work 
with us on the repair of this Scenic Byway, which is very important to many visitors to 
northeast Oregon”, stated John Laurence, Wallowa-Whitman Forest Supervisor.   
“There will be long-term gains for a short-term inconvenience for the local communities 
in order to share our piece of northeast Oregon with our visitors”, added John. 

Wallowa Mountain Loop Road was first designated as a National Forest Scenic Byway 
in 1992, and then as a State Scenic Byway in 1996. Eventually in the late 1990s, the 
Hells Canyon All-American Road was proposed for designation by the Wallowa-
Whitman National Forest, Baker County Visitor and Convention Bureau, La Grande-
Union County Visitor and Convention Bureau, and Oregon Department of 
Transportation. In May of 2000, the Federal Highways Administration established the 
Hells Canyon All-American Road for its qualities of exceptional scenery, widely varied 
terrain, recreational opportunities, and historical significance. 

For more information about the upcoming construction project, closures, and detour 
information, please continue to visit the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest web site at: 
www.fs.usda.gov/wallowa-whitman or contact your local Ranger District office. 

 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/wallowa-whitman

