
Volunteer Opportunity Description—Santa Fe National Forest 

Naturalist 
…for the Espanola & Pecos/Las Vegas Ranger Districts 

 

What would I do?:  The Volunteer Program  as well as the Districts would greatly benefit by adding nature programs to 
the opportunities offered to the volunteers and general public.  During volunteer events (day and week-long), volunteers 
perform a great service to their public lands and one way to thank them is to provide a brief or longer program related 
to nature of this area.  It is also an opportunity to get more people engaged with their surroundings through 
understanding and connections made during the nature program.  Topics include animals and their habitat, plants of the 
area and identification opportunities, endangered species, water/stream ecology, astronomy (basics), etc.  In addition, a 
school or other group will occasionally ask for a nature hike; and the Districts would like to provide these opportunities.    
Volunteers that benefit may range from 5-80 years of age.   
 
 

Who may enjoy this opportunity?:  Anyone with a desire to help with a very important component of the 
Volunteer Program.  

What qualifications do I need?:  This volunteer should have previous experience teaching and leading others 
in nature-related activities in a formal or non-formal setting.  It is preferred that this volunteer can provide 
programs for people of all ages.   
 
 

How often should I be in contact with the District Volunteer Coordinator during my time as a volunteer?:  
This will depend on the needed nature programs for a group.  Touching base and planning programs on a 
monthly basis would be ideal.     

How much of a time commitment is this opportunity?:  The amount of time required would depend on the 
time of year and what events are being offered.  Individual nature programs may be as short as ½ hour in the 
middle of a workday on a trail to a few hours for projects spanning two or more days.   

How would I benefit from this opportunity/?:   The volunteer would gain additional experience in providing 
quality and meaningful nature programs to those that also volunteer and to the general public.  During 
preparation of the programs, the volunteer may also learn more about the area if they are new to New 
Mexico.  This experience is a great addition to a resume for those pursuing a teaching degree or for those who 
may be entering the field of biology or botany, etc.  It’s also a great way to get out and meet people!   
 



Is there an interview/training?:  Yes, the District Volunteer Coordinator will conduct a phone or in-person 
interview.  Three references will be required and should include co-workers, supervisors, and members of the 
community (please no family or friends).   
 
A volunteer agreement with an attached Job Hazard Analysis will be filled out and signed by the individual and then 
followed up for review and signature from the District Ranger.   

What time of year is this opportunity offered?:  Year-round.   

Whom do I contact for the opportunity?:  Please contact Jennifer Sublett, District Volunteer Coordinator, at 505-
753-7331 or jasublett@fs.fed.us  
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