-. gl\e irnpohtanee of. wetlands

e Wetlands are among the _rnost.productive P

~ecosystems in the world. 'Wetlands

e ;-capture and store large amounts of the

~ sun'senergy which is used to maintain -
' an1mal and plant life.

CJﬂood contnoﬂ

Wetlands serve as temporary storage

during floods, reducing the potent1al for | 3

) dCStI’UCthH and CI'OSlOIl

Jcmmaﬂ habttat

. When you think of Wetlands , you usually |

‘think of ducks, muskrats, and beaver.

~ These animals, along with many other 2

 kinds of wildlife, are absolutely

~ dependent on this habitat. Many fish

. species require shallow water for
4 breedmg and feedmg X

| 'CQecneahon and Sducahon

* Wetlands are 11v1ng museums filled W1th

~.aquatic plants and wildlife you can

_ observe, study, and enjoy. A short tra1l
- leads from the parkmg area to the
waterfowl observat1on deck ‘

* Directions to Dyox Pasture

From Greensboro, take Highway 278 .

west for eight miles. Turn right onto
‘Greshamville Road and go one mile to -
'Gres_hamvﬂle. Turn right onto C,ope_land
- Road and go two miles. Cross Greenbriar
Creek concrete bridge and go 1/8 mile
~and turn right on a dirt road through a
~ pastureto the Dyar Pasture Waterfowl

Conservat1onArea
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Dyar Pasture

' aspeczal place for wzldlzfe .

~Oconee Natinnal Forest

' 'Southem_ ‘
Region

~ Forest ‘
Service

Umted States Department of Agnculture -

' in cooperation with :
GeorglaDepartmentofNaturalResources -
and Ducks Unlimited M.A.R.S:H. Program




‘This 60-acre freshwater wetland is a water- ok

- fowl conservation project made possible
through cooperative efforts of the USDA
- Forest Service,GeorgiaDepartment_of. 53
' Natural Resources, Georgia Power Com-
~ 'pany, and Ducks Unl1m1ted's MARSH i

- Program. :

 The area was once a bottomland ha'r'dweed

- forest along the Oconee River. Flooding
of Lake Oconee killed the trees and the

 rising and falling lake level created a large
‘mud flat. A dike and water control struc-

. ture were installed so valuable marsh

habitat could be created.

Variety
- ,These lands and wetlands are home to an
amazing var1ety of birds plants and ani-
mals. During your visit watch for great
~ blue herons and osprey, muskrat and bea-
ver. Many of the birds and animals you
see depend entirely on wetlands for sur- -
vival.” | ‘

~ the spice of lfe

Qontmg it out

Ducks and geese can be sorted by their
feeding habits. Some dabble some dive,

‘and some graze. -

Dabblers, such as mallards, tip tail-upin -
the water to feed on aquatic plants and
- animals on or near the bottom. Their’

flattened bills stram Water S0 food can be Y

eaten.

_ Divers, like mergansers, are built for their
. underwater maneuvers. They are aided
by having short legs placed farther back
* on their bodies than those of dabbling |
“ducks. Divers' long, narrow billsand =
toothed plates make it easy to grasp
" ‘sl1ppery ﬁsh ‘

- Geese and swans are grazers Geese eat _
tender grass and sprouts of grain found on
land. Their sharp blllS can shear off"
tough vegetat1on

Wading birds’ use different methods to
.catch prey. The great blue heron stands
‘motionless in the water until its dinner of

~ fish, frog, or snake comes by. Some

~ spread their wings to lure prey into the
‘shade before grabbing them with the1r
‘spear-hke bills. |

Why do ducks waddbe?

The position of a duck's legs‘var'ies ac- -

- cording to species. Divers' legs are

placed well to the rear which impedes" ‘

walking on land. Some ducks are so
~ handicapped in walking they seldorn |
‘ leave the water. £hes :

Grazers such. as geese and swans, have

legs centered under their body, making it

eas1er to travel by land
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Freshwater Wetlands '

~ Wetlands are areas where water isamajor

habitat component--acombinationof
shallow water and soggy soil. Wetlands

are transitional zones between terrestrial =

and aquatic environments. They have
characteristics of both and the richest

biological diversity of any ecosystem. ;

"F'u_ilc-t'io‘ns of a Wetlan'd.

Groundwaterrecharge
Nutrient retention and removal
~ Flood storage | ‘
Erosion control
| Sedimenttrapping
| Water quality '
 Wildlifehabitat
Food chain support
Recreation ~

- Dyar Pasture's diverse habitat is hometo

* many different animals and plants. How
many canyou identify?
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Wood Duck

‘Mallard

Green Winged Teal |
Ring Necked Duck =
Canada Goose -
- .Black Duck

Pintail

‘Gadwall

.'CWadmg inde '

Great Blue Heron
Green Backed Heron
~ Great Egret

White Ibis
Little Blue Heron
Louisiana H’eron '

1 @theu CBuds

Red-headed Woodpecker
Pileated Woodpecker
'Red-shoulded Hawk
Marsh Hawk
Bald Eagle
Osprey =
- Carolina Wren
Kingfisher
Killdeer -
Red-winged Blackbird

~ Yellow Crowned nght Heron |
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Turtles
Beaver
Coyote
Rabbit
Muskrat -

“Raccoon

Opossum
Gray Squirrel
Fox Squirrel
White-tailed Deer.

ante

Sweetgum
Wild Grape
Poison Ivy
Smilax

Cut-Grass

Virginia Creeper .
Sedges -

Rushes

Red Maple

- Winged Elm -
- Cattails

Smart Weed
Sumac
Button Bush-

Common Persimmon

Wild Rice

‘Loblolly Pine



	DyarPasture-1-1
	DyarPasture-2-a
	DyarPasture-3-map-a
	DyarPasture-4-list-a



