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Comprehensive Review of the 1990 Sequoia 
National Forest Land Management Plan 
Mediated Settlement Agreement (MSA)
The MSA proposed wording changes for particular 
standards and guidelines in certain management 
emphasis areas. Where the proposed changes are 
still applicable to the Monument and comply with 
the Bush and Clinton proclamations, those standards 
and guidelines are carried forward in the Monument 
FEIS. Alternative E incorporates all appropriate MSA 
provisions. It includes current management direction 
from the Forest Plan and the MSA that was modified 
to comply with the Bush and Clinton proclamations. 
Each of the other alternatives includes applicable 
MSA provisions as well, as appropriate to the 
Monument and to the intent of the alternative.

The MSA recommended a number of modifications 
to, additions to, and deletions of standards and 
guidelines for vegetation management in the Forest 
Plan (USDA Forest Service 1990a, pp. 78-88, 
Exhibit N; USDA Forest Service 1988a, pp. 4-31 to 
4-33). The Clinton proclamation, in establishing the 
Monument, removed the Monument area, through 
force of law, from being considered suitable for 
timber production. In addition, the 2001 Sierra 
Nevada Forest Plan Amendment (2001 SNFPA) 
removed timber as a goal for the Sequoia National 
Forest. As a result, between the Clinton proclamation 
and the 2001 SNFPA, many of the provisions 
recommended in the MSA were satisfied for the 
Sequoia National Forest and the Monument. However, 
some of the recommendations regarding silvicultural 
systems, diversity, and sugar pine management are 
still applicable to the Monument, when clearly needed 
for ecological restoration and maintenance or public 
safety.

Management direction in the 2001 SNFPA addresses 
aquatic, riparian, and meadow ecosystems through 
use of the aquatic management strategy and riparian 
conservation objectives to protect aquatic species 
habitat. This amendment to the Forest Plan met the 
intent of the MSA with respect to habitat management 
for rare and endemic species in the Monument (1990 
MSA, pp. 5-6, 51-59, and 65-66).

Of the many sources of guidance associated with 
this plan amendment, the Clinton proclamation is the 
controlling direction. Direction, mentioned above, is 
followed only to the extent that it is consistent with 
the Clinton proclamation.

The following spreadsheet, while not all inclusive, 
identifies where interim direction from the MSA is 
addressed in this FEIS.
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