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Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie 
 Welcome Center Hours 8am-4:30pm (Mon-Sat) 

Trail hours 4am-10pm  
 

30239 South State Route 53 
 Wilmington, IL 60481 

Phone: 815-423-6370 

       http://www.fs.usda.gov/midewin 
 

Midewin Meadowlark Messenger June-July 2012 
 

Here’s what the bird is bringin’ 
☆ Reminiscing with the Volunteer Staff:  Spring 

☆ Calling all Plant Geeks (I mean prairie restoration monitors) 

☆ A Day For Your Family to R.E.A.C.T.  

☆ Volunteer Spotlight: Mary Lou Jordan 

☆ Calendar of Volunteer Workdays and Events for June-Aug 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

☆   Reminiscing with the Volunteer Staff: Spring 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Huge Thanks to our volunteer staff for helping with Midewin’s largest ever event called Spring Into The Prairie!  It took 
25 volunteers a day to create an exciting experience for up to 500 students a day May 9-11. 
Students from Hufford, Gompers, Cunningham, Hadley, St Rose, Elwood, Coal City and Anna McDonald planted over 
2500 native grasses at the Iron Bridge Trailhead.  They learned how to decrease negative impacts on nature in the 
Leave No Trace session.  They also learned the importance of water quality and wetlands from the EPA staff.  To no 
surprise, the International Heritage Conservancy staff was very popular because they brought live raptors for everyone 
to meet.  During lunch, the students listened to inspiring stories from US Olympians, Barb Schaaf (hand ball) and Ron 
Urick (canoeing).  Music is always an added bonus, so thanks to Stephen Redner, executive director of Kids4Trees, for 
sharing his guitar sing-a-longs.  Of course we cannot forget to mention Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl showing up for 
lots of hugs and high fives!  

See photos below for a glimpse of the festivities. 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/midewin
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Back to Top 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

         Back to Top 

After their above mentioned 
lesson from the EPA, hopefully 
these kids better understand 
the importance of wetlands for 

amphibians too!  

As it turns out, Smokey is an excellent raptor handler. 
We hope the students want to come back with family 

and friends to see how their grasses are coming along!  
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☆ Reminiscing continued…….   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
                           
 

 

 

 

 

 

Midewin had a very successful Earth Day celebration on 
Saturday, April 21.  With a crew of 49 volunteers, we were 
able to remove 1155 lbs. of garlic mustard.  This is a 
record for Midewin in a single day!   We really enjoyed the 
weather and wildlife.  Many people learned a few new 
native wildflowers that were blooming like woodland phlox, 
swamp buttercup, spring cress, bluebells, jack in the 
pulpit, violets and spring beauties! 
 

 
Thanks to John 

and Sally Thomas 
for serving us 

hotdogs provided 
by the Midewin 

Alliance. 
 

I’ll have some 
ketchup, but hold 

the garlic mustard, 
please. 

 

Not only do our trained monitors, like Sally Wieclaw and John Field collect insects from streams to 
determine water quality, but volunteer educators teach students to observe water wildlife too. 
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☆ Calling all Plant Geeks (I mean prairie restoration monitors)   
 
It’s that time of year to start monitoring a few of our 
restorations to make sure the floristic quality is increasing.  
We are looking for volunteers that want to share and 
strengthen their plant ID skills.  This is a very effective and 
challenging activity to identify plants that are not in bloom, 
learn to press plants in the field and use a field guide and 
herbarium to confirm identification.   
 
Volunteers monitor 3 prairie restorations at South Patrol 
Road, Route 66 and Blodgett.  This usually works well with 
a team of 6 volunteers each day.  Scheduling yourself every 
day is not required, but once a week is a good commitment 
to strive for.  Plants are monitored within random quadrats 
along the same transects each year.  These plants are 
associated with floristic quality values so that when all 
calculations are compiled we can determine diversity and 
success of our restorations over time. 

 
See a full volunteer job description at http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5293622.pdf 
 
Monitoring sessions will be led by Justin Aaron, research 
assistant at Chicago Botanic Garden and seasoned 
volunteers.  Starting immediately, the schedule is on 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, Friday for about 6 
weeks from 8:30am-12:30pm.  Wednesday is a mid 
week break and of course some are cancelled for 
weather conditions.  Monitors meet at the Employee 
Entrance picnic area at the Supervisors Office.  Please 
email Gemma at gguenther@fs.fed.us to sign up or use 
Volgistics.  
 
This table represents floristic quality values at 3 Midewin 
prairie restorations compared to a high quality prairie 
remnant at Grant Creek Nature Preserve.  

 

☆ A Day For Your Family to R.E.A.C.T.  
Families can volunteer and learn together outdoors at a special event at Midewin 
on Saturday, June 23 from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm.  Meet at the Midewin’s 
Welcome Center 
 
Called a Day to R.E.A.C.T. (Restoration and Education for Adults and Children 
Together), the free event is open to children aged 7 and up, accompanied by an 
adult. This event is sponsored by the Wetlands Initiative and the U.S. Forest 
Service. 
 

Activities will include education stations, where kids will learn frog calls and see 
wild and weird wetland insects up-close, and restoration stations in which 
families will help remove seedheads of an invasive species and plant native 
wildflowers. Children will get a hands-on experience of Midewin and its unique 
wildlife, while doing their part to restore the site to health. Take-home items will 
let them continue their learning and restoration efforts at home. 
 

Dress in layered field clothes with sturdy shoes/boots. Please bring a water bottle and a picnic lunch. RSVP by contacting Vera Leopold at (312) 
922-0777, extension 130, or vleopold@wetlands-initiative.org.       Back to Top 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5293622.pdf
mailto:gguenther@fs.fed.us
mailto:vleopold@wetlands-initiative.org
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☆ Volunteer Spotlight:  Mary Lou Jordan 
Shadehouse Assistant and 2011 restoration volunteer awardee 

Written by Gemma Guenther, Asst. Volunteer Coordinator 

 
Pruning plants in one of Midewin’s shade houses on a hot 

June morning, Mary Lou Jordan reflects on her 

volunteer service. Midewin’s first shadehouse assistant 

has contributed over 300 hours in less than a year and 

a half. Under the leadership of botanist Jen Durkin, 

Mary Lou plants, weeds and waters the plugs that will 

eventually be transplanted into prairie restorations.  

 

Such nurturing is of second nature to Mary Lou. She 

was a nurse and teacher for 45 years before 

retirement. While searching Senior Corps for volunteer 

opportunities, she read Midewin’s listing and something 

clicked.  

 

“From the time I could walk my father would put me in a 

boat to go fishing. I spent almost every weekend of my 

life outdoors. We either fished, or he took me hunting. 

When I got in school, he would take one weekend day a 

month and we would go to a state park. He would teach 

me plant identification. He was big on the environment.”  

 

Having a deeply rooted passion for nature but spending 

her entire career indoors, Mary Lou found her perfect 

volunteer opportunity. She even has a family connection: Her mother worked on the property when it was an 

arsenal during World War II, while her father was a soldier. As an adult, she visited Midewin several times 

after it was transferred to the U.S. Forest Service, but, she said, “I didn’t know the scale or the magnitude.”  

 

There’s a lot to get done. Sometimes at the beginning of the day, she isn’t sure if she can get everything on 

her list accomplished, but she usually does. She has such an impact that horticulturist Eric Ulaszek has asked 

if he could clone her.  

 

So what’s the reward for such hard work? She enjoys giving back to the environment and contributing to a 

legacy for future generations. There are many good memories, including taking goofy pictures of Midewin’s 

resident grazers (the cattle) and finding baby robins in their nest.  

“If anybody likes to be in the outdoors and likes nature and likes plants, this is just the greatest place 

around. And you can give as much time as you want and you can pick the kind of activities you want to 

volunteer in…We (volunteers) couldn’t ask for anything better.”  

 

In the fields surrounding the shadehouse, insects hum and great blue herons fly by.  

 

“Even on your worst day, this is your best day, when you work here.”  

             Back to Top 

Jennifer Durkin (left) with Mary Lou 
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☆ Calendar of Workdays/ Events for June-August 

Tours and 
Presentations 

Volunteer 
Workdays 

Training 
Workshops 

 

Special Events Children are always welcome, but these 
activities are more appropriate  

 
Date  

 
Time 

 
Meeting Location 

 
Activity 

16 June 
Saturday 

8:00 am – 10:00 am Midewin SO 
(Welcome Center) 

Public Tour: Birds of Midewin  
Car caravan led by volunteer interpreters John Baxter and Lee Witkowski.   

16 June 
Saturday 

10:00 am – Noon  Midewin SO 
(Welcome Center) 

Midewin for Kids: Make a Prairie Fairy House  

18 June  
Monday 

8:30 am – 12:30 pm Midewin SO 
(Welcome Center 
Employee 
Entrance) 

Vegetation Monitor Refresher 
New volunteers welcome – those without existing plant ID knowledge but who are 
interested are welcome to start as scribes!   

21 June  
Thursday 

9:00 am – 3:00 pm Midewin SO 
(Horticulture Bldg) 

**General Restoration Workday 

23 June  
Saturday 

9:00 am – 12:30 pm Midewin SO 
(Welcome Center) 

Family Workday to REACT (Restoration and Education for Adults and Children Together) 
– Restoration planting, invasive removal, wetland activities with insects and frogs 
Coordinated by Midewin and The Wetlands Initiative. 

23 June 
Saturday 

10:00 am – Noon Midewin SO 
(Welcome Center) 

Public Tour: Cemeteries (Maple Hill & Klingler)  
Car caravan led by volunteer interpreter Marcia Baumgartner.  

23 June 
Saturday 

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm  Midewin SO 
(Welcome Center) 

Public Tour: Midewin by Bike 
Bike ride led by volunteer interpreters Connie & Jerry Heinrich.  Participants must bring 
their own bikes (fat/hybrid tires recommended). 

28 June  
Thursday 

9:00 am – 3:00 pm Midewin SO 
(Horticulture Bldg) 

**General Restoration Workday  

30 June 
Saturday 

8:00 am – 10:00 am Midewin SO 
(Welcome Center) 

Public Tour: Heron Rookery   
Car caravan led by volunteer interpreters John Baxter and Lee Witkowski.   

4 July 
Wednesday 

8:00 am – 4:30 pm  Midewin SO 
(Welcome Center) 

Welcome Center Closed 
Independence Day Holiday  

5 July 
Thursday 

9:00 am – 2:30 pm Midewin SO 
(Horticulture Bldg) 

**General Restoration Workday  

7 July 
Saturday 

10:00 am – 1:00 pm Midewin SO 
(Welcome Center) 

Public Tour: Ghosts of the Ammunition Plant  
Car caravan led by volunteer interpreter Marcia Baumgartner. 

7 July 
Saturday 

4:00 pm – 6:00 pm Iron Bridge 
Trailhead  

Public Tour: Midewin by Horse (Iron Bridge)  
Horseback ride led by volunteer interpreters Mike & Trish DeLucas and Donna & Greg 
Malanca. Participants must bring their own horses. 

12 July 
Thursday  

9:00 am – 2:30 pm Midewin SO 
(Horticulture Bldg) 

**General Restoration Workday  

14 July 
Saturday 

10:00 am – Noon Midewin SO 
(Welcome Center) 

Midewin 4 Kids: Making Seed Bombs 
 

19 July 
Thursday 

9:00 am – 2:30 pm Midewin SO 
(Horticulture Bldg) 

**General Restoration Workday  

21 July 
Saturday 

10:00 am – Noon Midewin SO 
(Welcome Center) 

Public Tour: Photography  
Car caravan led by volunteer interpreter Jerry Heinrich. 

26 July 
Thursday 

9:00 am – 2:30 pm Midewin SO 
(Horticulture Bldg) 

**General Restoration Workday  

28 July 
Saturday 

8:00 am - 10:00 am  Midewin SO 
(Welcome Center) 

Public Tour: Birds 
Car caravan led by volunteer interpreter John Baxter. 

28 July 
Saturday 

10:00 am - Noon  Midewin SO 
(Welcome Center) 

Public Tour: Restoration Rejuvenation Hike  
Moderate-level hike led by volunteer interpreter Jerry Heinrich. 

28 July  
Saturday 

1:00 pm – 3:00 pm Midewin SO 
(Welcome Center) 

Public Tour: War Plants to Prairie Plants (Intro to Midewin)  
Car caravan led by Environmental Education Specialist Wendy Tresouthick.  

28 July  
Saturday 

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm Midewin SO 
(Welcome Center) 

Public Tour: Midewin by Bike  
Led by volunteer interpreters Connie & Jerry Heinrich.  Participants must bring their 
own bikes (fat/hybrid tires recommended). 

2 August  
Thursday 

9:00 am – 2:30 pm Midewin SO 
(Horticulture Bldg) 

**General Restoration Workday  

4 August  
Saturday 

8:30 am – 10:30 am South Arsenal & 
Chicago Roads  

Public Tour: Midewin by Horse (South Side) 
Horseback ride led by volunteer interpreters Mike & Trish DeLucas and Donna & Greg 
Malanca. Participants must bring their own horses. 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/midewin/home/?cid=stelprdb5275177&width=full
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/midewin/home/?cid=stelprdb5275177&width=full
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/midewin/home/?cid=stelprdb5275177&width=full
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/midewin/home/?cid=stelprdb5275177&width=full
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/midewin/home/?cid=stelprdb5275177&width=full
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/midewin/home/?cid=stelprdb5275177&width=full
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/midewin/home/?cid=stelprdb5275177&width=full
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/midewin/home/?cid=stelprdb5275177&width=full
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/midewin/home/?cid=stelprdb5275177&width=full
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/midewin/home/?cid=stelprdb5275177&width=full
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/midewin/home/?cid=stelprdb5275177&width=full
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/midewin/home/?cid=stelprdb5275177&width=full
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/midewin/home/?cid=stelprdb5275177&width=full
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/midewin/home/?cid=stelprdb5275177&width=full
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To RSVP for Tours:  Advance registration is recommended to guarantee your spot either by calling 
our main number 815/423-6370 or at Midewin_RSVP@fs.fed.us.      
 
To RSVP for workdays: Please contact Gemma Guenther, Assistant Volunteer Coordinator, by 
phone at 815-423-2148 or email gguenther@fs.fed.us  
 
Half days are optional for certain workdays, please call and ask.  Knowing how many volunteers or 
visitors will attend an event allows Midewin staff to better organize the event, and we can inform you of 
any Changes or Cancellations.   
Midewin will provide tools, safety gear, and water. Please bring your own lunch.  Children are welcome, but 
must be accompanied and supervised by a parent, guardian.  Youth groups must come with chaperones.  
Please do not bring pets to workdays.  

 

**General Restoration Workday   
The activities for these days won’t be planned until a 
couple days beforehand and will be based on need and 
weather conditions.  Activities will contribute to the overall 
restoration of Midewin and may include seed cleaning, 
brush cutting, herbicide treatment, invasive plant pulling, 
seed broadcasting, and greenhouse planting.  Please be 
prepared for outdoor or indoor work, as we may do more 
than one activity on a workday.  

 

 
Directions & Map: 
Supervisors Office (SO) and River Road 
Seedbeds      
        
 
Back to Top 

4 August  
Saturday 

10:00 am – Noon  Midewin SO 
(Welcome Center) 

Public Tour: 150th Anniversary of the 100th Illinois Regiment  
Car caravan led by volunteer interpreters Marcia Baumgartner and Lorin Schab. 

9 August  
Thursday 

9:00 am – 2:30 pm Midewin SO 
(Horticulture Bldg) 

**General Restoration Workday  

11 August 
Saturday 

9:00 am – 2:30 pm River Road 
Seedbeds 
 

Planting and seed harvest  
 

11 August 
Saturday 

10:00 am – Noon Midewin SO 
(Welcome Center) 

Midewin 4 Kids: Hide and Seek 
 

16 August  
Thursday 

9:00 am – 2:30 pm Midewin SO 
(Horticulture Bldg) 

**General Restoration Workday  

23 August  
Thursday 

9:00 am – 2:30 pm Midewin SO 
(Horticulture Bldg) 

**General Restoration Workday  

25 August  
Saturday 

9:00 am – 2:30 pm River Road 
Seedbeds 

Planting and seed harvest  

25 August  
Saturday 

10:00 am – Noon  Midewin SO 
(Welcome Center) 

Public Tour: Cemetery Tour (Chicago Road & Starr’s Grove)   
Car caravan led by volunteer interpreters Marcia Baumgartner and Lorin Schab.  

25 August  
Saturday 

10:00 am – Noon Midewin SO 
(Welcome Center) 

Public Tour: War Plants to Prairie Plants (Intro to Midewin)  
Car caravan led by Environmental Education Specialist Wendy Tresouthick.  

25 August  
Saturday 

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm Midewin SO 
(Welcome Center) 

Public Tour: Midewin by Bike  
Led by interpreter Connie Heinrich. Participants must bring their own bike. 

30 August 
Thursday  

9:00 am – 2:30 pm Midewin SO 
(Horticulture Bldg) 

**General Restoration Workday  

mailto:Midewin_RSVP@fs.fed.us
mailto:gguenther@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5307966.pdf
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5307966.pdf
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/midewin/home/?cid=stelprdb5275177&width=full
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/midewin/home/?cid=stelprdb5275177&width=full
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/midewin/home/?cid=stelprdb5275177&width=full
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/midewin/home/?cid=stelprdb5275177&width=full
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/midewin/home/?cid=stelprdb5275177&width=full
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/midewin/home/?cid=stelprdb5275177&width=full

