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Appendix J – Response to Comments on Draft EE/CA 
 

Appendix J includes responses to comments on the Draft EE/CA for the Mike 
Horse Dam and Impounded Tailings, Lower Mike Horse Creek, Beartrap Creek 
and Upper Blackfoot River removal areas (Hydrometrics  August, 2006). The 
Draft EE/CA release was accompanied by a letter containing project summary 
information, a press release, articles in area newspapers, two public meetings 
and a public field trip. Meetings were held with local, State and Federal agency 
stakeholders, including the Natural Resources Damage Trustees for the Clark 
Fork Basin prior to the development of the Final EE/CA.   
 
The Forest Service received approximately 1958 comment responses on the 
release of the Draft EE/CA. The responses include the following: 
 
1) Received 10 letters which advocated for one of the removal options for the 
impoundment and the other sub areas and included details and/or specific 
technical items to consider. These are further broken out as follows: 

• Four letters from conservation or environmental groups; Clark Fork 
Coalition (CFC), Montana Environmental Information Center (MEIC), 
Montana Wilderness Association (MWA) local Wild Divide Chapter, and 
Trout Unlimited (TU). 

• One letter from Senator Max Baucus’ office. 
• Two agency letters; US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and Montana 

Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) on behalf of all state 
agencies. 

• Three letters from the mining industry; Chris Pfahl from ASARCO, the 
ASARCO legal department and the Atlantic Richfield Company legal 
department. 

 
2) Received approximately 28 letters from individual citizens. All spoke to the 
merits of complete removal of the impoundment. 
 
3) Received approximately 1870 identical email comments supporting full 
removal of the impoundment. 
 
4) Received approximately 50 identical postcards supporting full removal of the 
impoundment. 
 
Responses to the significant comments are provided in Table J-1. The 
Administrative Record File, located in Lincoln Montana, contains the complete 
text of the original comment letters for further reference.  
  
The commentors whose letters resulted in a response on Table J-1 are identified 
in the first column of the table using the following abbreviation:  
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CFC – Clark Fork Coalition 
Asarco – ASARCO 
Pfahl – Chris Pfahl 
FWS – US Fish and Wildlife Service 
MEIC – Montana Environmental Information Center 
MWAC – Montana Wilderness Association Wild Divide  
  Chapter 
TU – Trout Unlimited 
DEQ – Montana Department of Environmental Quality (on  
 behalf of all State of Montana agencies) 
AR – Atlantic Richfield Company 
 

Numerous acronyms are included within the text of Table J-1. Refer to the List of 
Acronyms on pages xi-xii of the Table of Contents and the main text of the 
document for additional information regarding acronyms.   
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