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Appendix A Wilderness Act

PL 98-550, OCTOBER 30, 1984, 99 Stat 2807

(Cite as: 99 Stat 2807)

UNI TED STATES PUBLI C LAWS
98t h Congress - Second Session
Conveni ng January 23, 1984

Copr. C) West Group 1998. No Claimto Oig. U S. CGovt. Wrks

DATA SUPPLI ED BY THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI CE. ( SEE SCOPE)
Addi tions and Del etions are not identified in this docunent.

PL 98-550 (S 543)
OCTOBER 30, 1984

An Act to designate certain national forest systemlands in the State of
Wom ng for inclusion in the National WI derness Preservation System to

rel ease other forest lands for multiple use managenment, to wi thdraw
designated wi |l derness areas in Woning frommnerals activity, and for other
pur poses.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
of America in Congress assenbl ed,

TITLE | -- SHORT TITLE, FINDI NGS AND PURPOSES
SHORT TI TLE

SEC. 101. This Act may be cited as "The Wom ng W I derness Act of 1984'.
DECLARATI ON OF FI NDI NGS AND PURPOSES
SEC. 102. (a) The Congress finds that --

(1) certain areas of undevel oped national forest lands in the State of
Wom ng possess outstandi ng natural characteristics giving them high val ues
as wilderness and will, if properly preserved, be an enduring resource of

wi | derness for the benefit of the American peopl e;

(2) review and eval uation of roadl ess and undevel oped | ands in the Nationa
Forest System of Wom ng have identified those areas which, on the basis of
their landform ecosystem associated wildlife, and location, will help to
fulfill the National Forest System's share of a quality National W] derness
Preservation System and

(3) review and eval uation of roadl ess and undevel oped | ands in the Nationa
Forest Systemin Wom ng have also identified those areas which should be

speci al | y managed, deserve further study, or which should be available for
mul ti pl e uses other than w |l derness, subject to the Forest Service's |and

managenment pl anni ng process and the provisions of this Act.

(b) The purposes of this Act are to --
(1) designate certain National Forest Systemlands in Wom ng for inclusion
in the National WIderness Preservation Systemin order to preserve the

wi | derness character of the land and to protect watersheds and wildlife
habi tat, preserve scenic and historic resources, and pronote scientific
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research, primtive recreation, solitude, physical and nental challenge, and
inspiration for the benefit of all of the American people; and

(2) insure that certain National Forest Systemlands in the State of Wom ng
be made avail able for uses other than wilderness in accordance wth
applicable national forest |aws and planning procedures and the provisions of
this Act.

TITLE I'l -- ADDI TI ONS TO THE NATI ONAL W LDERNESS PRESERVATI ON SYSTEM

SEC. 20 1. (a) In furtherance of the purposes of the WIlderness Act (78 Stat.
890) 1116 USC 1 13 1 1, the followi ng National Forest Systemlands in the
State of Wom ng, as generally depicted on maps appropriately referenced
herein, are hereby designated as w | derness, and, therefore, as conponents of
the National W/ derness Preservation System

(1) "16 USC 1132' certain lands in the Bighorn National Forest, which
conpri se approxi mately one hundred ninety-five thousand five hundred acres as
generally depicted on a map entitled "Cloud Peak W | derness Area -- Propose,
dat ed Septenber 1984, and which shall be known as the Cloud Peak W/ derness;

(2) " 16 USC | 1 32' certain lands in the Shoshone National Forest, which
conpri se approxi mately one hundred and one thousand ni ne hundred and ninety-
one acres, as generally depicted on a map entitled "Popo Agie WI derness Area
- Propose, dated Septenber 1982, and which shall be known as the Popo Agie

W | der ness;

(3) 1116 USC 11321 subject to valid existing rights and reasonabl e access to
exerci se such rights, certain lands in the Bridger-Teton National Forest,

wi nch conprise approximately two hundred ei ghty-seven thousand acres, as
general ly depicted on a map entitled "G os Ventre WIderness Area --
Proposed, dated Septenber 1984, and which shall be known w the G os Ventre

W | der ness;

(4) " 16 USC Il 32' certain lands in the Bridger-Teton National Forest, which
conprise approxi mately fourteen thousand acres, as generally depicted on a
map entitled, "Wnegar Hole WI derness Area -- Proposed, dated Septenber

1984, and which shall be known as the W negar Hole W /I derness;

(5) "16 USC 1132' certain lands in the Targhee National Forest which conprise
approxi mately one hundred sixteen thousand five hundred and thirty five acres
as generally depicted on a map entitled, "Jedediah Smth WI derness Area -
Proposed', dated Septenber 1984, and which shall be known as the Jededi ah
Smith W derness;

(6) subject to section 201 (c) of this Act " 16 USC | 1 32', certain lands in
the Medici ne Bow National Forest which conprise approxinmately thirty-one

t housand three hundred acres as generally depicted on a map entitled, "Huston
Park W1 derness Area - Propose, dated Septenber 1984, and which shall be
known as the Huston Park W derness;

(7) subject to section 201 (c) of this Act " 16 USC 1 1 32', certain lands in
the Medici ne Bow National Forest which conprise approximtely ten thousand
four hundred acres as generally depicted on a map entitled, "Encanpnent River
W | derness Area - Proposed, dated Septenber 1984, and which shall be known as
t he Encanpnent River W derness;
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(8) subject to section 20 1 (c) of this Act " 16 USC 1 132', certain lands in
the Medici ne Bow and Routt National Forests of Wom ng and Col orado, which
conpri se approxi mtely twenty-three thousand acres as generally depicted on a
map entitled, "Platte River Wl derness Area -- Propose, dated Septenber 1984,
and which shall be known as the Platte River W/ derness;

(9) certain lands in the Bridger-Teton National Forest, which conprise
approxi mately twenty-ei ght thousand one hundred and fifty-six acres as
generally depicted on a map entitled, "Corridor Addition to the Teton

W | derness Area Proposed, dated September 1982, and which are hereby

i ncorporation in and which shall be deened a part of the Teton W/I derness as
desi gnated by Public Law 88-577 "16 USC 1131';

(10) certain lands in the Bridger-Teton National Forest which conprise
approximately thirty-six thousand acres as generally considered and passed
Creek Addition to the Bridger Wl derness - Proposed', and "Newfork Lake
Addition to the Bridger WIlderness -- Proposed', dated Septenber 1984, and
whi ch are hereby incorporated in and which shall be deenmed a part of the
Bri dger W/ derness as designated by Public Law 88-577;

(11) certain lands in the Shoshone National Forest, which conprise

approxi mately six thousand four hundred and ni nety-seven acres, as generally
depicted on a map entitled, "G acier Addition to the Fitzpatrick W/ derness -
- Area Proposed', dated Septenber 1982, which are hereby incorporated in and
whi ch shall be deemed a part of the Fitzpatrick WI derness as designated by
Public Law 94-557 and Public Law 94-567 " 16 USC | 1 32': Provided, That
within the area referred to in this subparagraph, occasional notorized access
for adm ni strative purposes and related activities as determ ned necessary by
the Secretary for habitat management, trapping, transporting and proper
managenment of the area's bighorn sheep popul ati on may be all owed;

(12) certain lands in the Shoshone National Forest, which conprise
approximately ten thousand acres, as generally depicted on a map entitl ed,
"South Fork Addition to the Washakie W/ derness -- Proposed', dated Septenber
1984, and which are hereby incorporated in and which shall be deened a part
of the Washaki e W/ derness as designated by Public Law 92-476 " 16 USC 1132’
and

(3) certain lands in the Shoshone National Forest, which conprise
approximately twenty-three thousand seven hundred and fifty acres, as
generally depicted on a map entitled, "Hi gh Lakes Addition to the Absaroka-
Beartooth W/ derness -Proposed', dated Septenber 1984, and which are hereby
i ncorporated in and which shall be deened a part of the Absaroka-Beartooth
W | derness as desi gnated by Public Law 95-249 " 16 USC 1132’

(b) The previous classification of each of the followi ng is hereby abolished:
the Cloud Peak Prinmitive Area, the Popo Agie Primtive Area, and the d acier
Primtive Area

(c) The designation and continued existence of the Huston Park, Encanpnent
River, Platte River and Savage Run W/ dernesses shall not, under any Federa
law, in any way inpair or affect any present or future water rights for, and
shall not prevent, inpair, or in any way affect construction, operation or
mai nt enance of, the Stage 11 or Stage Il water devel opnent projects as
presently defined in Wom ng Statutes, section 41-2-204(a)(iii) and (iv)
(1984 Cum  Supp.), (Wom ng Laws 1979, ch. 126, sec. 1), or any subsequent
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nodi fication thereof, including the water rights required therefor, to the
extent that such nodification provides for the diversion and transportation
of water in the Little Snake River Basin for storage or use in said basin or
in Womn ng east of the Continental Divide. No termor condition shall be

i rposed on any permt, license, right-of-way or other authorization for said
projects on the basis of any present or future wlderness characteristics,

wi | derness desi gnations, or wlderness studies or evaluations of |ands in the
Medi ci ne Bow National Forest or in Natrona, Sweetwater, or Carbon Counties in

Womi ng.
LEGAL DESCRI PTI ON AND W LDERNESS BOUNDARI ES

SEC. 202. As soon as practicable after the enactnent of this Act, a map and
a legal description of each area described in titles 11 and |1l shall be
filed with the Coormittee on Energy and Natural Resources of the United States
Senate and the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the House of
Representatives, and each such map and description shall have the same force
and effect as if included in this Act, except that correction of clerical and
typographi cal errors in each such |l egal description and map nay be made.

Each such map and | egal description shall be on file and available for public
i nspection in the Ofice of the Chief of the Forest Service, Departnment of
Agricul ture.

APPLI CATI ON OF THE W LDERNESS ACT OF 1964

SEC. 203. Subject to valid existing rights, each wi |l derness area desi gnated
by this Act shall be adnministered by the Secretary in accordance with the
provi sions of this Act and the Wl derness Act " 16 USCI| 1 3 |I' except that
any reference in the provisions of the Wlderness Act to the effective date
of the Wl derness Act shall be deemed to be a reference to the effective date
of this Act.

TITLE 11l -- WLDERNESS STUDY AREAS

SEC. 301. (a) In furtherance of the purposes of the WIlderness Act, the
Secretary of Agriculture shall, upon revision of the initial |and managenent
pl ans for the Bridger-Teton, Targhee, and Shoshone Nati onal Forests required
by the Forest and Rangel and Renewabl e Resources Pl anni ng Act of 1974, as
anended by the National Forest Managenment Act of 1976 " 16 USC 1600', review
the following lands as to their suitability for preservation as w | derness:

(1) certain lands in the Bridger-Teton and Targhee National Forests of
Wom ng, which conprise approximately one hundred and thirty-five thousand
ei ght hundred and forty acres, as generally depicted on a map entitled
"Pal i sades W derness Study Area -- Proposed', dated Septenber 1984, and
whi ch shall be known as the Palisades WI derness Study Area;

(2) certain lands in the Bridger-Teton National Forest, which conprise
approximately thirty thousand acres, as generally depicted on a map entitled
"Shoal Creek W/ derness Study Area -- Proposed', dated Septenber 1984, and
whi ch shall be known as the Shoal Creek W/ derness Study Area; and

(3) certain lands in the Shoshone National Forest of Wom ng, which conprise
approxi mately fourteen thousand seven hundred acres, as generally depicted on
a map entitled "Hi gh Lakes W1l derness Study Area -- Proposed', dated

Sept enber 1984, and which shall be known as the Hi gh Lakes W/ derness Study
Ar ea.
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(b) Subsequent to such review the Secretary shall subnmt his reports and
findings to the President and the President shall submt his recommendations
to the Congress within three years of the date of receipt of the Secretary's
report.

(c) Subject to valid existing rights and reasonabl e access to exercise such
rights, until Congress determ nes otherw se, the Palisades, Hi gh Lakes and
Shoal Creek W/ derness Study Areas shall be admi nistered by the Secretary of
Agriculture so as to maintain their presently existing wilderness character
and potential for inclusion in the National W/Iderness Preservation System
Provi ded, That --

(1) with respect to oil and gas exploration and devel opnent activities, the
Pal i sades W derness Study Area shall be adm nistered under reasonable
conditions to protect the environment according to the |aws and regul ati ons
generally applicable to nonw |l derness | ands within the National Forest
System

(2) subject to valid existing rights, the Palisades W/ derness Study Area as
designated by this Act is hereby withdrawn fromall fornms of appropriation
under the mning | aws;

(3) the provisions of section 308 of the Interior Departnent Appropriations
Act for fiscal year 1984 (Public Law 98-146) "97 Stat. 95-1'. or simlar
provi si ons which nay hereafter be enacted concerning oil and gas | easing,
exploration and devel opnent in further planning or wlderness study areas
shall not apply to the Palisades W/ derness Study Area; and

(4) within the Palisades, H gh Lakes and Shoal Creek W/ derness Study Areas,
snownobi ling shall continue to be allowed in the same manner and degree as
was occurring prior to the date of enactnent of this Act.

TITLE IV -- RELEASE OF LANDS FOR MULTI PLE USE MANAGEMENT
ADM NI STRATI VE AND CONGRESSI ONAL REVI EW OF ROADLESS AREAS

SEC. 401. (a) The Congress finds that --

(1) the Departnment of Agriculture has conpleted the second roadl ess area
revi ew and eval uation program ( RARE 11);
and

(2) the Congress has nmade its own review and exam nation of national forest
roadl ess areas in Woning and the environnental inpacts associated with
alternative allocations of such areas.

(b) On the basis of such review, the Congress hereby determ nes and directs
that --

1) without passing on the question of the I egal and factual sufficiency of
the RARE 11 final environmental statenent (dated January 1979) with respect
to national forest lands in States other than Won ng, such statenent shal
not be subject to judicial review with respect to National Forest System
lands in the State of Womni ng;

(2) with respect to the national forest lands in the State of Womn ng which
were reviewed by the Departnent of Agriculture in the second roadl ess area
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review and eval uation (RARE 11) and those |lands referred to in subsection (d)
except those lands remaining in wlderness study upon enactnent of this Act
and subject to section 301, that review and eval uation or reference shall be
deened for the purposes of the initial |and managenent plans required for
such lands by the Forest and Rangel and Renewabl e Resources Pl anni ng Act of
1976 (Public Law 94-588) "16 USC 1600' to be an adequate consideration of the
suitability of such lands for inclusion in the National W/ derness
Preservation System and the Departnent of Agriculture shall not be required
to review the wilderness option prior to the revisions of the plans, but
shall review the wilderness option when the plans are revised, which
revisions will ordinarily occur on a ten-year cycle, or at |east every
fifteen years, unless, prior to such tine, the Secretary finds that
conditions in a unit have significantly changed,

(3) areas in the State of Womi ng reviewed in such final environmental
statement or referred to in subsection (d) and not designated wi | derness or

wi | derness study upon enactnent of this Act shall be managed for nultiple use
in accordance with | and managenent plans pursuant to section 6 of the Forest
and Rangel and Renewabl e Resources Pl anning Act of 1974 as anended by the

Nati onal Forest Managenent Act of 1976 " 16 USC 1604': Provi ded, That such
areas need not be managed for the purpose of protecting their suitability for
wi | derness designation prior to or during revision of the initial |and
managenment pl ans;

(4) in the event that revised | and managenent plans in the State of Wonm ng
are i nplenented pursuant to section 6 of the Forest and Rangel and Renewabl e
Resources Pl anni ng Act of 1974 as anmended by the National Forest Managenent
Act of 1976, and other applicable |aw, areas not recommended for wi | derness
desi gnati on need not be nmanaged for the purpose of protecting their
suitability for wilderness designation prior to or during revision of such
pl ans and areas recomended for w | derness designation shall be managed for
t he purpose of protecting their suitability for w | derness designation as may
be required by the Forest and Rangel and Renewabl e Resources Pl anni ng Act of
1974 as anended by the National Forest Managenent Act of 1976, and ot her
applicable | aw, and

(5) unless expressly authorized by Congress, the Departnent of Agriculture
shall not conduct any further statew de roadl ess area revi ew and eval uati on
of National Forest Systemlands in the State of Woning for the purpose of
determining their suitability for inclusion in the National W] derness
Preservati on System

(c) As used in this section, and as provided in section 6 of the Forest and
Rangel and Renewabl e Resources Pl anning Act of 1974 as anended by the Nationa
Forest Managenent Act of 1976, the term"revision' shall not include an
"amendnment' to a plan
(d) The provisions of this section shall also apply to:
(1) National Forest System roadless areas or portions thereof in the State of
Wom ng identified by unit plans listed at the end of this subparagraph
whi ch are not designated as wilderness by this Act:

TABLE HAS BEEN OM TTED

(2) that portion of the Beartooth-H gh Lakes Area not included in wlderness
or wilderness study by this Act; and
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(3) national forest roadless lands in the State of Wom ng which are |ess
than five thousand acres in size.

(e) The provisions of this section shall not apply to the area referred to in
section 5 of Public Law 92-476 (86 Stat. 792)" 16 USC 1 13 2' and generally
known as the Dunoir Special Mnagenent United, which shall continue to be
managed pursuant to Public Law 92-476.

TITLE V -- M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS
GRAZI NG | N W LDERNESS AREAS

SEC. 501. The Secretary of Agriculture is directed to review all policies,
practices, and regul ations of the Departnent of Agriculture regarding
livestock grazing in national forest wilderness areas in the State of Wonm ng
in order to insure that such policies, practices, and regulations fully
conformwi th and i nplenent the intent of Congress regarding grazing in such
areas, as such intent is expressed in the Wlderness Act " 16 USC 1 13 1', as
interpreted by Public Law 98-406.

STATE WATER ALLOCATI ON AUTHORI TY

SEC. 502. As provided in section 4(d)(6) of the WIderness Act, except as
provided in section 20 1 (c) of this Act, nothing in this Act shal
constitute an express or inplied claimor denial on the part of the Federa
Governnment as to exenption from Wom ng water | aws.

STATE FI SH AND W LDLI FE AUTHORI TY

SEC. 503. As provided in section 4(d)(7) of the Wlderness Act " 16 USC I 1

33", nothing in this Act shall be construed as affecting the jurisdiction or

responsibilities of the State of Woning with respect to wildlife and fish in
the national forests in Wom ng.

PROHI Bl TI ON ON BUFFER ZONES

SEC. 504. Congress does not intend that the designation of wlderness areas
in the State of Woning lead to the creation of protective perineters or
buffer zones around each wilderness area. The fact that nonw | der ness
activities or uses can be seen or heard fromw thin any w | derness area shal
not, of itself, preclude such activities or uses up to the boundary of the
wi | der ness ar ea.

PROTECTI ON OF ARCHAEOLOG CAL RESOURCES

SEC. 505. (a) Wthin the areas described in sections 201 and 301, and within
any previously-desi gnated conponents of the National WI derness Preservation
Systemin the State of Woning, and in furtherance of the purposes of the

W | derness Act, section 6 of the National Forest Managenent Act, the

Ar chaeol ogi cal Resources and Protection Act, and the Historic Preservation
Act " 16 USC 1604, 470aa, 470', the Secretary shall cooperate with the
Secretary of the Interior and with agencies and institutions of the State of
Womi ng, in conducting a cultural resources nmanagenent program

(b) Such program shall have as its purpose the protection of archaeol ogica
sites and interpretation of such sites for the public benefit and know edge,
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and conpliance with all Federal and State historic and cultural resource
preservation statutes, regul ations, guidelines, and standards, insofar as
these activities are conpatible with the purposes for which the affected

| ands were designated as w | derness or special managenent areas.

SEC. 506. If any provision of this Act or the application thereof is held
invalid, the remainder of the Act and the application thereof shall not be
af fected thereby.

Approved Cctober 30, 1984.

LEQ SLATI VE HI STORY -- S. 543:
SENATE REPORT No. 98-54 (Comm on Energy and Natural Resources).

CONGRESSI ONAL RECORD:
Vol . 129 (1983): Apr. 13, considered and passed Senate.

Vol . 130 (1984): Cct. 2, considered and passed House, anended.

OCct. 3, Senate concurred in House anendment.

PL 98-550, 1984 S 543
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