Albert Pike Recreation Area
Ouachita National Forest
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Fishing  Hlking Swimming

Facilities
* Closed to camping.
» Swimming and wading area
* 1-mile Bluff Mountain Hiking Trail
* Access to the 15-mile Little Missouri Hiking Trail
» Water faucets-seasonal
* Flush toilets and showers-seasonal
(Portable toilets provided at other times)
» Amphitheater

For a Pleasant Trip

» Respect the rights of property owners. A portion of
the shoreline of the Little Missouri River is privately
owned.

« Although hunting is permitted in most areas of the
Ouachita National Forest it is not allowed in recre-
ational areas.

« All State hunting and fishing regulations, fees and
seasons apply to national forest lands.

* Please read and follow the posted regulations and
rules.

« Visitors are responsible for their fires. Build them
in stoves, grills and fire rings only.

» Use only dead and down wood in or near the
recreation area.

For More Information
Womble Ranger District
1523 Hwy 270 E.

Mt. Ida, AR 71957

(870) 867-2101

Ouachita National Forest
P.O. Box 1270
Hot Springs AR 71902

Phone: (501) 321-5202
TDD: (501) 321-5307

Floating the Little Missouri River

Starting at Albert Pike, visitors can canoe a distance
of 20 miles over challenging rapids, through spectacular
scenery to the bridge on U.S. Highway 70 near Lake
Greeson. Typically, the floats are divided into two sections
- Albert Pike to Highway 84 bridge, a distance of 8.5 miles,
and Highway 84 bridge to Highway 70 bridge, covering
11.5 miles.

This float, with twisting drops and rapids up to Class
IV (very difficult) on the first section, and large, standing
waves on the second section, is for experienced paddlers.
Though floating conditions depend on suitable amounts
of rainfall, the Little Missouri can be a challenge. Massive
bluffs and tree-covered banks along the first section create
a sense of complete isolation. The float ends in a pleasant
pastoral flatland as the Quachita Mountains are left behind.
The river offers fishing for trout, bream and smallmouth
bass.

Come and Enjoy

Nestled in the forested splendor of the rugged Ouachita
Mountains, this recreation area is located in the southern
portion of the national forest. Visitors are invited to swim
and fish in the refreshing cool steam, picnic in a secluded
spot near the towering trees, camp in a secluded spot near
the water’s edge, hike the nature trail or experience the
excitement of a canoe trip on the Little Missouri River

Directions

From Hot Springs take Highway 70 west 36 miles
through Glenwood to Salem. Turn west on Highway 84 and
go 13 miles to Langley. At Langley turn north on Highway
369 and go 6 miles to the recreation area.
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In accordance with Federal civil
rights law and U.S. Department of
Agriculture  (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and
employees, and institutions
participating in or administering
USDA programs are prohibited
from discriminating based on race,
color, national origin, religion, sex,
gender identity (including gender

expression), sexual orientation,
disability, age, marital status,
family/parental  status, income

derived from a public assistance
program, political beliefs, or
reprisal or retaliation for prior civil
rights activity, in any program or
activity conducted or funded by
USDA (not all bases apply to all
programs). Remedies and
complaint filing deadlines vary by
program or incident.

Persons with disabilites who
require alternative means of
communication for program
information (e.g., Braille, large
print, audiotape, American Sign
Language, etc.) should contact the
responsible Agency or USDA’s
TARGET Center at (202)
720-2600 (voice and TTY) or
contact USDA through the Federal
Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.
Additionally, program information
may be made available in
languages other than English.
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Albert Pike Recreation Area

Ouachita National Forest

Hiking the
Little Missouri Trail

This trail provides several
glimpses of the spectacular
Little Missouri River, a desig-
nated wild and scenic river.
Cascading waterfalls, stately
hardwoods, old-growth pine
stands, wildlife, and seasonal
leaf colors are just a few of the
natural  delights  awaiting
hikers.

The section of trail that
winds downstream (4.0 miles)
through an area known as
Winding Stairs, features
breathtaking  views of the
forest, river and large novacu-
lite rock outcrops. This seg-
ment of the trail is probably the
most popular trail on the Oua-
chita National Forest. It is
rated “most difficult” and
includes a river crossing.

The segment of the trail
which travels upstream to the
Little Missouri Falls (6.3 miles)
is also very popular. This
section is fairly level and
includes two river crossings.

Use caution when crossing
streams during periods of high
water. This trail has many
water crossings.

Open Schedule

The area is open for day use activities
seasonally. This is a no-fee area.
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