
Decision Notice / FONSI 
Designation Orter 

Uinta Shale Creek, Lance Canyon, Ashley Gorge, Timber-Cow Ridge 
Research Naturai Areas 

Ashley National Tarest 
Duchesne, Roosevelt, and Veri.al Ranger Districts 

Duchesne and Uintah Corcies . Utah 
By virtue of the authority delegated to me b:; =he Chief of the Forest Service. 
it is my decision to establish the following Zesearch Natural Areas (RNA's): 
Uinta Shale Creek, Lance Canyon, Ashley Gorge. Timber-Cow Ridge. These RNA's 
are located in the Ashley National Forest; Dcchesne and Uintah Counties, Utah. 

The establishment of these RNA's was recommenced in the Record of Decision for 
the Ashley National Forest Land and Resource "nagement Plan (Forest Plan) in 
1986. This recommendation followed an analysls of the factors listed in 36 CFR 
219.25 and Forest Service Manual 4063.41, the results of which are documented 
in the Forest Plan and Final Environmental I==act Statement. Both documents 
are available to the public. 

The RXA's have been re-examined to ensure the environmental effects of RNA 
designation have not changed since 1986. Thesa later visits and studies are 
documented in establishment reports and moni:aring reports. all of which were 
revieved and considered in preparing an Envircmental Assessment. Based on the 
analysis in the Environmental Assessment, it 5s my decision to adopt 
Alternative 1, to establish all of the above-centioned RNA's. Alternative 1 is 
selected because it provides long-term protec=ion and recognition of the unique 
natural resource environments found in these 2iA's. The areas will be managed 
in compliance with all relevant laws, regulations, and Forest Service Manual 
direction regarding RNA's, and in accordance vith the managemenr direction 
identified in the Ashley Forest Plan. 

The other alternative considered was Alternat5e 2, the "No Action" 
alternative, which would continue management c f  the areas as candidate RNA's. 
Alternative 2 was not selected because it would provide only short-term 
protection of the areas. 

The Ashley Forest Plan is hereby amended to c:-.mge the allocation of the RNA's 
from "Candidate RNA's" to "Established RNA's.' This is a non-significant 
amendment of the Forest Plan (36 CFR 219.10(f:). 

The Environmental Assessment prepared for the designation of Uinta Shale Creek. 
Lance Canyon, Ashley Gorge, and Timber-Cow Riige RNA's was released for a 
30-day public review period on June 26, 1996. Approximately 45 copies of the 
Environmental Assessment were mailed to a lis: of groups and individuals who 
were hovn to have or thought to have an intersst in this Environmental 
Assessment. In response, five comment letters were received. Four of the 
comment letters supported the proposal, and oze (from the Utah State Historic 
Preservation Office) provided official follov-up on the need to certify the 



l ands  regarding h i s t o r i c  o r  her i tage  p rope r t i e s .  These comments a re  addressed 
i n  the  enclosed comment ana lys i s .  

I t  has  been determined through the Environmental Assessment t h a t  the proposed 
a c t i o n  i s  n o t  a major Federal  ac t ion  which would s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t  the 
q u a l i t y  of the  human environment; therefore ,  an Environmental Impact Statement 
i s  n o t  needed. This  determinat ion i s  based on t h e  following f ac to r s :  

A .  Context 

Although t h i s  i s  an addi t ion  t o  the  na t iona l  system of RNA's, both 
shor t - te rm and long-term physical  and b i o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t s  a re  l imited to  the 
l o c a l  a r ea .  

B .  I n t e n s i t y  

1. There a r e  no known e f f e c t s  on publ ic  h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  

2 .  There a r e  no known e f f e c t s  on h i s t o r i c  o r  c u l t u r a l  resources,  ac tua l  
o r  e l i g i b l e  National  Register  o r  H i s to r i c  Places s i t e s ,  park lands. 
prime farmlands, wetlands, w i l d  and scenic  r i v e r s .  Ef fec ts  on 
eco log ica l ly  c r i t i c a l  a reas  a r e  minimal. 

3. E f fec t s  on t h e  human environment a r e  not  uncer ta in ,  do not  involve 
unique o r  unknown r i s k s ,  and a r e  not  l i k e l y  t o  be highly 
con t rove r s i a l .  

4 .  The a c t i o n  is n o t  l i k e l y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a precedent f o r  fu tu re  act ions 
with s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t s .  

5. There a r e  no known cumulative e f f e c t s .  

6 .  The proposed a c t i o n  would not  adversely a f f e c t  an endangered o r  
threatened spec ie s  o r  i t s  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t .  

7 .  The proposed a c t i o n  i s  cons is ten t  with Federal ,  S t a t e ,  and loca l  laws 
and requirements f o r  the pro tec t ion  of t h e  environment. 

This dec is ion  is  s u b j e c t  t o  appeal pursuant t o  36 CFR 217. Two copies of the 
Notice of Appeal must be submitted i n  wr i t ing  to:  

The Chief of  the  Forest  Service 
14th and Independence Ave.. S.W. 
PO Box 96090 
Washington, D . C .  20090-6090 

The Notice of Appeal prepared pursuant t o  36 CFR 217 must be submitted within 
45 days of t h e  da te  of l e g a l  not ice  of t h i s  dec is ion .  

ALE N .  BOSUORTH Date 


