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IV. FOREST MANAGEMENT DIRECTION 

0 INTRODUCTION 

The fu ture manaqement d l rec t lon  fo r  the  Ashley National Forest I s  expressed 
In  t h l s  chapter In  terms o f  the  Manaqement PrescrlDtlons. Goals and 
Objectives t o  be accomDllshed. and the Standards and Guldellnes f o r  t h e l r  
accomolishment. Thls d l rec t l on  and quidance w l l l  be used by fo res t  
Dersonnel t o  achieve the outputs and resu l t s  the plan DroDoses. Thls 
chapter w l l l  fur ther Inform the  Dubllc. other aqencles. and cooperators of 
the planned future Droqram d l rec t l on  and manaqement a c t l v l t l e s  w l t h l n  each 
desiqnated manaqement area on the  Forest. 

A. DESIRED FUTURE CONDITION 

Thls sectlon Is a descriptton o f  the  deslred fu ture condl t lon o f  the Forest 
resu l t inq  from lmplementatlon o f  the  Dreferred a l te rna t ive  described I n  the  
Flnal  Envlronmental lmoact Statement. 

B. COMPARISON OF MANAGEMENT AREAS AND'PRESCRIPTIONS 
Each a l te rna t ive  In  the  Envlronmental Impact Statement Is dlsalayed i n  
terms of  d l f f e r e n t  combinatlons o r  mlxes of manaqement prescrlpt ions. 
the Forest Plan, manaqement orescr lot lons have been equated t o  sDecl f lc  
manaqement areas f o r  the  Dreferred a l ternat lve.  The s i m i l a r l t i e s  and 
dif ferences o f  the manaqement areas and the  assoclated DrescriDtions are 
displayed I n  t h i s  sectlon. This Information served as the basls f o r  the  
development o f  the qoals. objectlves, and standards and quidel lnes 
contalned In  the next sectlon. 

For addi t ional  lnformatlon reqardinq the  manaqement Drescrlotlons. see 
Appendix B o f  the Envlronmental Impact Statement. 

I n  
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C. GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES 
Forest manaqement qoals def lne the  d l rec t l on  of Forest-wlde manaqement. 
They are broad de f i n l t i ons  o f  what w l l l  be achieved. 

The object lves fur ther  def lne and specl fy the  manaqement a c t l v l t l e s  t o  be 
accomp 1 I shed. 

The standards and quldel lnes def lne and speci fy the  condlt ions t o  be 
msintalned o r  achleved throuqh the  manaqement ac t l v l t l es .  
occur between standards and auldelines. t he  c o n f l i c t  w l l l  be resolved I n  
favor of the d i rect ton whlch produces the qreatest  deqree o f  mul t lD le use 
value. 

The standards and quidel lnes are Intended t o  suDDlement. not reolace. the  
National and Reqlonal standards and quidel lnes found In  Forest Service 
Manuals and Handbooks and other appl lcable laws and requlations. A l l  
apDl lcable Federal and State laws w l l  I be met. Caws out1 in lnq qual l t y  

Should conf I I c t s  
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standards and/or procedures f o r  adequately protect  Inq the  resources w 1 1  I 

with n d a i l t y  standards are saectf led i n  Chapter V, Section B Monltorinq and - 
- 

also be followed. The procedures t h a t  w l l l  be used t o  monitor comaliance 

Evaluation. 

D. OTHER MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES 
Thls sect ion Includes several manaqement p r inc lp les  and quldel lnes tha t  
w l l l  be consfdered In  a l l  manaaement a c t l v l t l e s  durlnq the imolementation 
of  the pian. 

E. PROJECTED ANNUAL OUTPUTS, ACTIVITIES, AND 
COSTS FOR THE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE 
This sect ion dlsoiays the  Drojected annual outouts. a c t l v i t l e s  and costs 
f o r  the  Dreferred a l ternat lve.  

F. MANAGEMENT AREA MAPS AND SCHEDULING 
OF ANALYSIS AREA ENTRIES r 
The Forest has been divlded i n t o  14 manaqement areas based on the 
prescr ipt tons tha t  most nearly maxtmlzed the pub l ic  benef l ts .  
sect ion the  manaqement areas are dlspiayed on maps accordlnq t o  Ranqer 
D l s t r l c t  boundarles. There are four Ranqer D l s t r l c t s  and two o f  the 
D l s t r l c t s  have two subdlvlslons. Most manaqement areas have only one 
arescr la t ion but  a few areas have two orescr ipt ions due t o  the  mlxture o f  - 
lands n l t h l n  t h a t  area. 

In  t h i s  - 

The prescr ipt ions t h a t  most near ly maximized oubl lc  benef l t s  were developed 
In  the  preferred al ternat lve.  Therefore. some o f  the  manaqement area 
headfnqs are not Included. 

A matr ix showinq manaqement areas, by Ranqer D l s t r l c t  and acreaqe, and a 
schedule of acres lmaacted w i t h i n  each analysls area for each decade, Is 
also included I n  t h t s  section. An exDlanatlon o f  the  process fo r  
formulatlon o f  the anaiysls areas i s  contained In Appendix E. 

G. SCHEDULE OF PROPOSED AND PROBABLE PRACTICES 
Thls sect ion l i s t s  the DroDosed and probable manaaement a c t l v i t l e s  
scheduled f o r  accomollshment durinq the  f i r s t  ten-year Derlod a f te r  Dian 
imolementatlon. 
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A. DESIRED FUTURE CONDITION 

Ey the end of the next 50 years there will be a change i n  the  overall  
appearance of the Ashley National Forest. Timber stands wil l  change from 
predominately mature and overmature t o  younger age classes.  
half of those acres currently stocked with the mature and overmature stands 
will be converted by the end of the f i f t h  decade because of the p ine  beetle 
and proposed management a c t i v i t i e s .  

Even age management will be practiced i n  a l l  species except i n  special  areas 
where the objective f o r  management necessi ta te  other  management practices.  
Uneven age management will be applied t o  portions of stands where practical  
t o  improve o r  maintain divers i ty .  Visual qual i ty  objectives will be 
maintained according t o  management area direct ion.  

Development of areas as a result o f  timber harvest a c t i v i t i e s  and associated 
roading will occur a t  about the same r a t e  as in the past. 
roads will be temporary and will be closed upon completion of timber 
a c t i v i t i e s .  About the same number of miles of roads will be open f o r  public 
use, b u t  access will be more uniformally dis t r ibuted across the Forest ,  t h a t  
a t  present. Several a r t e r i a l  routes serving the Forest and other public 
lands will probably t ransfer  t o  CountylState ju r i sd ic t ion .  Cr i t e r i a  f o r  the 
Forest Travel Map has been incorporated in to  the Forest Plan and will be 
updated annually. 

Special emphasis f o r  recreation i s  provided because of this Forest's unique 
charac te r i s t ics ,  public demand, and management direct ion.  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  including the t r a i l  system as  dispersed areas and developed si tes 
will be upgraded and maintained a t  acceptable standards and new improvements 
added t o  provide f o r  meeting public resource needs. 
various recreation a c t i v i t i e s  and opportunities t h a t  exist  today a r e  expected 
t o  continue into the future. 
demand will be met even though FORPLAN outputs shown i n  various locat ions of 
the Forest Plan and FEIS are  s l i gh t ly  l e s s  than esticiated demand figures. 
Management of the Hish Uintas Wilderness will be emphasized. 
Natural Areas a re  being evaluated f o r  t h e i r  s u i t a b i l i t y  and special 
management needs. 

The Forest will be managed t o  maintain vegetative d ivers i ty ,  providing 
wi ld l i fe  habi ta t  f o r  a large variety of wi ld l i fe  species. Special emphasis 
will be given t o  habi ta t  such as winter range, r ipar ian zones, reproductive 
areas,  c l i f f  habi ta t ,  t a lu s ,  caves, snags, aquatic sjstems, and o l d  growth 
timber. Winter foraging areas f o r  b i g  game will begin t o  show an increase i n  
the amounts of shrubs and other plans avai lable  f o r  forage. 

The Forest will maintain a qual i ty  range program, managed t o  optimize the 
production and use of forage on a l l  su i tab le  range t o  the extent i t  i s  cos t  
e f fec t ive  and i n  harmony w i t h  other resource uses. 

Approximately 

Many o f  these 

e 
Recreation 

The  present mix of 

Developed site and dispersed area recreation 

Research 
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- 
The quality of water y ie ld  will  be consistent w i t h  current  standards s e t  by 
law. 
acres will be completed by the year 2000. 
replaced by other storage projects  will be s tab i l ized  a t  optimum levels  f o r  
f i sher ies  and recreation use. 

The number of buildings wil l  be fur ther  reduced from present inventory where 
they are seldom used o r  uneconomic t o  maintain. 
only a t  remove locations,  o r  where su i tab le  quarters a r e  not available i n  the 
private section f o r  employee purchase o r  rental .  

The water resource improvement and rehabi l i ta t ion backlog of 1,031 
High mountain reservoirs which a re  

Housing will be provided 
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