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1. FOREST PLAN INTRODUCTION 

A. PURPOSE OF THE FOREST PLAN 

T h i s  Forest P l a n  will guide a l l  natural resource management a c t i v i t i e s  
and establ ish management standards and guidelines f o r  the Ashley 
National Forest. I t  describes resource management practices,  levels  of 
resource production and management, and the ava i l ab i l i t y  and s u i t a b i l i t y  
of lands f o r  resource manapement. 

The Forest Plan embodies the provisions of the NFMA, the regulations, 
a n d  other g u i d i n g  documents. 
guidelines a re  a statement of the Plan 's  manaqement direct ion;  however, 
the project outputs, services,  and ra tes  o f  implementation are dependent 
upon the annual budget al location process. 

The prescr ipt ions,  standards, and 

B. RELATIONSHIP OF THE FOREST PLAN TO OTHER DOCUMENTS 

Development of the Forest Plan takes place w i t h i n  the frantework of 
Forest Service regional and  national planning e f fo r t s .  The relationship 
among the different  planning levels  i s  shown as follows: 

Congressicnal Acts (Law) 

Natirnal level 
Forest Service planning t h r o u g h  the 

Renewable Resource Assessment and Program (KPA) 

Regional planning level through the 
Regional Guide f o r  the Intermountain Region 

Forest level planning t h r o u s h  the 
Ashley National Forest 

Land and Resource Management Plan 

The RPA Program establishes t h p  national direction and  o u t p u t  levels  f o r  
the Kational Forest system lands. 
comparability information from each Forest Service Region. 

Each Forest Service kegion distributes i t s  share of national production 
ta rge ts  t o  each of i t s  Forests. 
i s  based on detailed information gathered a t  the Forest level .  

The Land and Resource Management Plan val iaates  or provides a basis f b r  
changing production levels  assigned by the Regiori. 
projects are planned and implemented by the Forest t o  carry o u t  the 
direct ion developed i n  the Forest Plan. Information from a l l  the 
National Forests i n  the Region has used in developing the Intermountain 
Resional Guide. 

I t  i s  hased on s u i t a b i l i t y  and 

The share each National Forest receives 

Act ivi t ies  and 
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l h e  Fores t  P lan 7s t h e  se lec ted  a l t e r n a t i v e  and i s  bdsed on the  var ious 
cons idera t ions  which have been addressed i n  t h e  accompanying Environmen- 
t a l  Impact Statement ( E I S ) .  The p lann ing  process and the  ana lys is  
procedure which were used i n  develop ing t h i s  plan, as we l l  as the  o the r  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  t h a t  were considered, a re  descr ibed o r  referenced i n  the  
E I S .  
out  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  i n  t h i s  plan. These l o c a l  p r o j e c t s  w i l l  be ' t i e r e d  t o '  
t h e  accompanying E I S  as prov ided f o r  i n  40 CFR 1502.20. 
p r o j e c t  environmental ana lys i s  w i l l  use t h e  data and evaluat ions i n  t h e  
p lan  and E I S  as i t s  bas is .  

Assessment o f  t h e  environmental  consequences o f  l o c a l  p ro jec ts  i s  done 
i n  conformance w i t h  t h e  Nat iona l  Environmental P o l i c y  Act (KEPA) o f  1969 
and implementing regu la t i ons  (40 CFR 1500-1508). A l l  prc j jects on 
Nat iona l  Fores t  System lands w i l l  meet NEPA requirements. 

- 

A c t i v i t i e s  and p r o j e c t s  w i l l  be planned and implemented t o  c a r r y  

The l o c a l  

C. PLAN STRUCTURE D. FOREST DESCRIPTION 

This  p lan  prov ides t h e  l ong  term d i r e c t i o n  f o r  managing the  Ashley 
Nat iona l  Fcrest .  It conta ins  t h e  o v e r a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  and a c t i v i t i e s  
h h i c h  w i l l  be requ i red  t o  achieve t h e  des i red  c o n d i t i o n  o f  the Forest .  
Management area maps i n d i c a t e  where t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  occur. 

The E I S  descr ibes t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  considered i n  a r r i v i n g  a t  t h a t  
d i r e c t i o n  and prov ides assessment o f  t h e  ewironmentt , l  e f f e c t s  o f  
implementing r h e  p lan  dnd o t h e r  a1 te rna t i ves .  

The Fores t  Plan i s  organized i n t o  f i v e  chapters:  

Chapter I. Fores t  P lan I n t r o d u c t i o n  
Chapter 11. 
Chapter 111. 

Chapter I V .  Fores t  l'lanagerrent D i r e c t i o n  
Chapter V.  

Ana lys is  o f  t h e  Management S i t u a t i o n  Summary 
Plan Responses t o  Issues, Concerns, and 

Implementat ion o f  t h e  Fores t  Plan 
Appendices 

Oppor tun i t ies  

D e t a i l s  concerning t h e  var ious  subsect ions and page numbers are found i n  
the  Table o f  Contents. 

Chapter I V ,  t i t l e d  "Fores t  Management D i rec t ion , "  deals  w i t h  the  
m u l t i p l e  USE goals and ob jec t i ves .  I t  a l s o  l i s t s  t h e  management 
p r e s c r i p t i o n s  and standards and gu ide l i nes  f o r  management o f  s p e c i f i c  
areas. 
t h e  means t o  implement t h e  p lan  and evaluate and mon i to r  the  e f f e c t s  o f  
management p rac t i ces .  

F4aps d i s p l a y i n g  management a c t i v i t i e s  can be found i n  Chapter I V .  
s tudy ing  t h e  maps concur ren t l y  w i t h  t h e  Fores t  Plan, the  reader can 
b e t t e r  understand t h e  proposed ac t i on .  

The " Implementat ion o f  t h e  Fores t  Plan," Chapter V,  deals w i t h  

By 
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- 
The Ashley Nat iona l  Fores t  i s  l oca ted  i n  t h e  nor theastern p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
S ta te  o f  Utah and t h e  southwestern p o r t i o n  o f  the  State o f  Wyoming. l h e  
area admin is tered by  t h e  Fores t  con ta ins  approximately 1.3 m i l l i o n  
acres. The Fores t  l i e s  w i t h i n  the  boundaries o f  s i x  count ies:  Uintah, 
Duchesne, Daggett, Summit, and Wasatch count ies i r i  the  S ta te  o f  Utah, 
and Sweetwater ccunty  i n  t h e  Sta te  o f  Wjoming. 

The Ashley Nat iona l  Fores t  i s  bordered by t h e  Uintah and Guray I n d i a n  
Reservation, t h e  U in ta ,  and the  Wasatch Cache Nat icnal  Forests,  p r i v a t e  
p roper ty ,  and lands admin is tered by t h e  6ureau o f  Land I’lanagement and 
t h e  Sta te  o f  Utah. 

The Forest  headquarters a d  one Ranger D i s t r i c t  are loca ted  i n  Vernal, 
Utah. Ranger D i s t r i c t  o f f i c e s  are  a l s o  loca ted  i n  Elanila, Roosevelt, 
and Duchesne, Utah. 

The Forest  i nc ludes  lands l oca ted  i n  t h e  U in ta  Mountains, t h e  Wyoming 
Basin, and t h e  Tavaputs Plateau. 

The p lanning area covered by t h e  Fo res t  Plan i s  the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t  
cons i s t i ng  o f  and known as the  Ashley Nat ional  Forest. 

1-4 




