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Dear Mr. Michelich: 

This letter is in response to your objection dated May 5, 2006, to the Placer Resource Area 
project located on the Idaho Panhandle National Forests.  I have read your objection on behalf of 
the Kootenai Environmental Alliance, The Lands Council, and the WildWest Institute.  I have 
also reviewed the Environmental Assessment (EA), the analysis in the project file, and I 
understand the disclosed environmental effects.  I have also considered the comments submitted 
during the public scoping for this project.  My review was conducted in accordance with 36 CFR 
218.   
 
On December 3, 2003, President Bush signed into law the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 
2003 (HFRA) to reduce the threat of destructive wildfires, while upholding environmental 
standards and encouraging early public input during planning processes.  The legislation helps 
further the President’s Healthy Forests Initiative pledge to care for America’s forests and 
rangelands, reduce the risk of catastrophic fire to communities, help save the lives of firefighters 
and citizens, and protect threatened and endangered species.  
 
This project clearly demonstrates compliance with the Healthy Forests Restoration Act (HFRA).  
The primary purpose and need of the Placer Resource Area project are to: 

• Reduce dense fuels so that there is less risk to life, property and natural resources. 
• Increase the proportion of fire-resilient species so stands are healthier with less fire risk. 
• Create a mosaic of healthy stands that vary in age, height and patch size to help disrupt 

the spread of a wildfire. 
 
The HFRA provides for a predecisional administrative review process in which the objector must 
provide a sufficient narrative description of the project, specific issues related to the project, and 
suggested remedies, which would resolve the objection (36 CFR 218.7).  The Responsible 
Official and I have reviewed the project in light of the issues and suggested remedies presented 
in your objection letter.  I have considered your issues and suggested remedies in the following 
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two categories:  1) violation of environmental laws, regulations and policy; and 2) HFRA 
specific concerns related to this project.   
 
1.  Violation of environmental laws, regulations and policy. 
 
Your assertions of violation of environmental laws and regulations, including the NEPA, CWA, 
Idaho Water Quality Standards, ESA, NFMA, and implementation of the Forest Plan have been 
reviewed.  Issues related to these laws are addressed in the EA, and I believe the project is in 
compliance with these laws and regulations.   
 
2.  HFRA specific concerns related to this project.   
 
In your objection you raised concerns related to the implementation of the project and its 
consistency with the Healthy Forests Restoration Act.  I have reviewed the project and believe 
that it clearly demonstrates how the project is consistent with the Healthy Forests Restoration 
Act, including use of a Community Wildfire Protection Plan, preparation of an annual program 
of work, retention of large trees, and monitoring requirements.     
 
This response is not subject to further administrative review by the Forest Service or the 
Department of Agriculture [36 CFR 218.10(b)(2)].  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

 

/s/ Kathleen A. McAllister   
KATHLEEN A. MCALLISTER   
Reviewing Officer   
 
cc: 
Responsible Official 
Forest Coordinator 
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