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Dixie National Forest, Escalante Ranger District

General Description: An access trail to Sand Creek and the Box-Death Hollow
Wilderness. Can be a day trip or multi day trip. For more
information on hiking in Sand Creek contact the BLM at the
Escalante Interagency Visitor Center at 435-826-5499.

Mileage: 2.8 miles one way
Difficulty: Foot: Moderate

Bike: Not permitted
Horse:  Moderate
OHV: Not permitted

Trailhead access: Graded gravel dirt road

Elevation loss / gain: 670 feet

Water availability: Water is available at Sand Creek. Bring water for day hikes.
Filter or treat all water.

Hazards / obstacles: Sections of the trail can be difficult to follow. Look for cairns
and blazes marking the trail. Weather can change quickly. Be
prepared for cold weather year-round. Ridges, saddles, view
points and open meadows are dangerous during
thunderstorms.

Topo maps: USGS 7.5 minute quads: Roger Peak

The Trailhead: From Escalante head east toward Boulder on highway 12. Between
mile markers 83 and 84 turn left on the road signed “Hell’s Backbone Road and Salt
Gulch.” This becomes Forest Road 153 (FR 153) after passing the Dixie National
Forest Sign. After 5 miles you will cross a small bridge and there is a pull out
immediately to the left. Park here, the trail begins to the left of the large boulder.

The Trail: The trail starts to the left of the large boulder and gently climbs for 1 mile
where you will come to a creek crossing. Immediately after crossing the creek the trall
jogs to the right and then left. There will be a Wilderness boundary sign on the right and
the trail begins to steeply climb. At 1.7 miles you will reach an open sage flat. The trall
crosses the flat to the south and makes its last climb up a saddle before descending into
Sand Creek. At 2 miles the trail begins the steep decent into sand creek. You'll notice
the change in the soil to red and white. When wet this soil becomes very slick. At 2.8
miles you will reach Sand Creek, the trail ends here. Traveling up or down Sand Creek
is possible but can be difficult because there is no maintained trail, the brush can be
very thick, and it requires walking in water. Stop in the Escalante Visitor Center and ask
for current conditions.
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