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FUHERAL SERVICES IN PIRE SWEFT EILLS

AMID SCEHE OF DESOLATION BODIES OF NIHR
.PIRE VICTIMS BUB%ED ON HEADWATERS OF BIG

With the bleak fire swept hills aB a setiing, a party
of 10 men stood sbout newly made graves st the hesdwaters
of Big creek yosterday and with bowed heade listened to
the funeral services of the Rev, Mr. Carter of the Congre-
gational church of Wallace over the bodies of eight of the
Big creek fire viotims, who had been only temporarily bur-
led a week ago, when their bodies first were discovered.

Rev. Mr. Carter acoompanied the party sent out by the
foressry department to bury the vietims of the great disas-
ter. The party wes in charge of E. E. Hale, one of the sur-
vivors of the Bullion tunnel disaster, in which eighé men
loat their lives during the fires of 10 days ago. The
rarty left here Monday and Mr. Carter and sunother one of
the party returned last night, the other members remaining
over for s day.

On account of the condition of the bodies it was not
possible to Rdentify all of them. All of the bodies were
given as good a burial zs possible under the circumstances.
Under the conditions it was an impossibility to bring the
bodlies ocut to Wallace for burial.

Mr. Carter says that the fire about Big oreek has left
& goene of desolation. Vhere before was one of the mogt
magnificent forests in the United States there is now noth-
ing bdut a blackened wilderness. NHoi even & dbird hovers
over the fire-swept hills of that dlstrict. How and then
a butterfly can be seen f1litting about, but that 1s about
8ll of the life in that former beantiful reglon. The great
trees have been uprooted by the wind and cast down by the
fires, making it a most dreary looking scene.

Mr. Carter says that the heat of the fires must have
been most intense for even the ranges in the cabins have
been melted. The homesteads of the setilers have all been
ruined.
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The men who were found dead in there to escape the
falling trees. The hole had been dug by one of the set-
tlers to bury his belonginge when he feared that the fire
would wipe out hie c¢laim. A number of his rersonal ef-
feots, cooking utensils and provisions were rfound beneath
the bodies. They had evidently been placed there just
shortly before the men fled there and met their deaths.

SPOKANE HEARS OF CONDITLORS
IN FIRE DISTRICT

5

Advices received by the chamber of commesrcs from Wal-
lece nynte that eonditions there are well under contrel,
there beinz plenty of money snd supplies on hand. Xo more
agcietance will be gliven Wallsce unless the request 1is
made, seys the Spokane Chroniale.

Hewport is slso in good shaype, a request raeceived on
Londay from the mayor of ithat citiy for underclothing bdeing
acoompanied with the statement that the town is now uble
to care for its unfortunatie. Hewpori's guick recovery is

due in a great messure to the practice of her merchants
allowlng those burned out 10 get supplies without dsmand-
ing money, but wglting until they azain gain a2 foothold.

With the towns of Wallace, Hewnort and other emaller
placee taking care of themselves, the Spokane Chamber of
Cormerce is devoting its atiention to the care of those
1iving outeide the citles who have lost their 211 in the
fires. There ie much suffering ic relieve amonz these peo~
prle, and as fast aa advices are rzceived of chese casges,
ald 1is sent.
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PRAISES WORK OF PHONE GIBLS

@. A. MARSHALL, J.R.& N. ACHNT,
TELLS OF EXIRRIENCE.

Wiallace, Idaho, Aug. 31, 1910.
To the Edltor of the Idaho Daily Tress, Viallace, ldaho.

Desr Sir: In the coiumhs of your wvaluable paper of
the 29th inst. I notice with some astonishment the Horih
Idaho Telephone company has been censured at the ingtance
of the coroner's investigation in relation to the desth
of a man at the Coeur d'Alene lodging house, in Wallece,
during the holocaust on the evening of the 20th instevi.

On that eventful night, @1l must admit the inhahitants
of VWiallace had their burdens to bear snd it seeme to me to
be lame loglc for individusls to reach conclusions after a
show of argument has been made, simply because reascning
ieg based on srnearances instead of common senre. Since
the recent affliction has been daid uyon our comemnity, I
have encountered sophisis, who may be reasoners, but under
the cohditions existing, had not a grain of common sense.

Now, in justice to the lady operators of boith tele-
pnone companies I heve to sey, between the hLours of 6:30
and 10:30 >n the 20th instant every request T made upon
them was met with admirable prompiitude. Repeatedly I
had to eall for persons whose phoue numbers I was unacquainted
with, yet in every instance I met with methodiecl and prompt
attentlon. Betwecn the hours named I venture to say I had
several hundred calls mede uvon me, in fact was besieged
and %ook npon myielf 4o attend to them personally the great-
er part orf the time, and I can say withoul impartiality
the operators were zealous in the extreme. It would have
been impossible for thenm 1o have been more assiduous, al-~
though they must have baen laboring under high tension.
Instead of a vote of censure i1t seems to me they are en-
titled tc a vote of thanks for the admirable and devoted
manner in whieh they attended to their duties undexr such
trying conditions,

Whem the fires were approsching thefoity with alarm-
ing rapidity and threatening destruction %o all, 1 ingumited



FRAISES WORK OF PHONE GIRLS (Cont.)

on two ox three oceasions of the operators if they were not
becoming alarmed and was promptly informed, "We will remain
at our posts until driven out.™ Under such unselfishness

1% is unjust for informaifon %o go before the public re-
flecting upon the rectitude of one of our leading utilities’
smployees, and I feel sure all unprejudiced people will ac-
¢ord eommendation iastead of censure.

When writing on this questilon 3 wish %o say Jusw g
word or two about my own immediate assistants. They all re-
tained their equilibrium and worked like heroes. Although
heavily handicapped, nevertheless the O.R.& N. with the as-
sistance of 1t 8 competitor, took every jperson out of dan-
ger's way who desfired to go, free of chargse. 3ut even,
although thie les a fact, I have beaon informed several iimes
that gome evil minded busy-body is taklng upon himaelf to
et3ligize my want of action and foresigai on thig occamion,
and he throws out his chest and says I would have done 8o
and 80. In regard to such a oritic all I have io say is,

I bhad many hondred lives in my hands and slthouzh they were

not removed out of danger's way in the expeditious manner

I had 1llned up, neveriheless they were safely removed. On

the other hand my oritic had & handful of papers o take

sare of and allowed them to be consumed in the flames. How

needleas comment ia in this ocase. Actions are commendable

and worthy of commendation instead of condemmation. I an

n>t 8 believer in a quack doetor's crusade. Yours faithfully,
‘ G« As Harshall,




DAILY IDAHO PRESS
Wallace, Idaho, Thursday, Seviember 1, 1910.

BOISE ARARS OF WAITACE DISTRESS

CHILDRIN'S HOME SUPERINTENDEBRT TELLS CAPI-
TAL QF CONDITIORS.

Rev. 0. P, Christian, surerintendent of the Children's
Home mociety, who was sent to northern Idaho a2 a special
represenistive of Governor Jee. H. Brady to toke charge
of the relief work in behalf of refugges snd sufferers in
the foreet fires, hae returned home.  He declsres that
conditions are even worse than set forth in {the yress re-
rorts, in fact, belng almost indescribsble. The hospitals
are fiiled 1o overflowing end distreesing scenes are being
enzoted es the lict of ossurliies grows, ssys the Boise
Capltel Hews.

The fires in the viciniily of wWasllace were =0 hot that
fish were cpoked in the stresms, it being necessary to
send out a party of citizene to clear the streams of dead
bodiee of animals, birde, fish and debris, in order %o pro-
tect the city from even greeier loss frow pollution of ihe
drinking water. [The worst dietricts were at St. Joa,
Avery and Vallasce, which were personelly visited by Rev.
Christian, who found that the great loss of life was due
with few exceptions to inexperience in fighting forest
firee end through lack of knowledge of the country.

"There ie & great deal of destitution all through ihe
burned dietricts which will grow worse as tilme goes on,"
sald Hev. Christian. "Many families are homeless with 20
sourcee of income except from doastions which are now being
gent in and it will be but a short time before they -~re so-
tuelly in wart. Many children have lost one or both par-
ente in the fire. Every effori 1s being made by ithe Chil-
dren'’s A4 roclety to keep the famllies together, 1f 1%
ie poesible. In some cases it will be necessary for the
soclety %o place the children in the home, but wherever
it is poseible the family will be kept intact. This work
will require =z immenss amouni of funds and I trust the
reople in the more favored sections,of the atate will give
thelr heerty support. I have instirpcted the disirict su-
perintendent of that section not. to allow a single case
0 suffer if poseible, and I am depeniing upon the people
. of the state to help us in the work. . .
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FIGET 2 MONTHS T0 SAVE HOME

COHSTAN 1LACE II DANGER O
FOREST YIRE ALL THIS TIiME.

Prenk Consian, father of J. ¥W. Constan, undersheriff,
who is in the city from Pine ereek, says thet his home-
stead is £t11]1 seved from the fire, and with the spproach
of the rainy seacon he believes that there 1s now not
much danger of the place going up in the flapes.

For two months the Constan family has been batiling
with the foresy fires on Plne cresk. All this time sheir
place hae been in danger of being destroyed. The fire
has apyroached from sll directlons and at one time 1t was
only 10 feet dictant from one of the lines. Unceering
work, though, has xert the fire from doing any damage 1o
the property thue far.

The Constan homerte=d is on uprer 3aldy creek, a
branch of Pine ereek, and none of the ccutlera on that
ereek have 1loet their pleces from the fire. TIThere &re
about 14 settlers there. : ‘

The Iatour oreek fire, however, now 1s threatening
the peorle on urper Baldy. A heavy fire ie sweeplng latour
and it hues come up to the summit and is now causing eome
worry for fear 1t mey get down into 3aldy creek.

SMOKR AT OCBURK.

Pire Is Hot Close But Is VWatched
All the Pime.

OSBURK, Aug. 27.-- The gmoke is bad around here and
it is impossible %o see only /a little wey. The fires are
on the hills near here thougg not so close o8 to glve
mach worry. If no wind arises things will be all right.
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