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MEN WHO FACE DEBATH I I[HE REGUL4R LINE OF THEIR WORK FOR UNCLE 3aM
We Ae DuPuy

Tuke, for instance, the case of Ranger Zdward C. Pulaskis. Ranger
Puiaskl is s direct descendsnt of Oownt Pulaski, the PFlish exile who fought §
#0 long and well during the revolutimuary war in behalf of the nstion that
was t0 bo. In faot, the descent of this young forest ranger is sush that
to him womnld come the title of count were it the habit to keep trsok of sush
things in demooratic imerice. The forest ranger cares nothing for the sitle
which he might elain a8 a descendaut of the Rilsh exile, but he gives abun.
dant evidence of the fighting spirit of that gentlemen.

It wea three years ago that forest fires were rwmming riot in the high
mowitaine of ldsho end tiat fighters wore belng recrulted from railrosd gangs,
wllitsry posts and wherever odse able-bodied xen were to be hade, This was
the dissstrous year for fire fighters. Hundreds of them gsave their lives in
& single seuson to :fighting these battles of the wilds. 1t wes sm expedition
to fight a battle of this sort whiop Puluski led when he met & dig emergemoy
such as sear the souls of lesser Dele

Palaski snd his forty mem had besn fighting hsnd in hand ageinss the
flazes es they pushed up a stesp mountsin side and lioked into the heart of &
forest of great virgin trees, suwsh 85 is the prids of every ranger. Not until
the heat Mecsme unbearable would these ren retrest and begin the erestion of
& now line of defense. But the very effectiveness of their fighting proved
their omn undoing.

The flmues whioh they had held badk o @ long stretoh of mountain side
boat sround them t0 right and left, and thns cutflmuked and ntterly dafoated
them, B0 busy were they wiith the ememy in fremt that they 4id net realiss
that the flames had met behind them and out off all yetreat wntil thay found

- thexselves on & stesdily vanishing island of green in a red ses of fire., PFu.

laski ordared his men %0 oling together while he reconmoitered in all dires.
tioas t0 see if thare mas sny avenus of esospes He found Shat there was noue,
Wt he also found the'twmed of an ancient snd sbendonsed mine. This offered
She only hope of escape from the flsmes that were rapldly closing im upom

the band of fighterse

Pulaski bhurried the men into this twmnel. The flames roared through
the great pine trees cutaide, and the maoke of the fire drove the men far.
ther and farther into the tumnel. The timbers of that passage caught fire
i the tunnel itself steadily bwrned immard. The mooke thus gradual ly
bhore down upom the forty. Panio seized the men snd they rushed toward the n
mouth ¢f the tunnel, tlms fleeing minowingly into the flood of flame that
wes still outside. Pnlaski blooked the way. He threw the men back into the
tumel, and ordered them to lie wpon their faves, for the wir was dest near.
est the ground. Revolver in hand he drove them back from cerssin dcath tine



tize, mmd maintained his post wpright while the other members of the perty
sought solane in the better air on the grounds After five hourse the tun.
nel becams s madhouse, and its cocupants bdeat themselves intc insensidili.

ty againet 1ts walls. .

* *

Pinally the flsmes Wfus past and she indemitable rnger pileted his
party to thelimathwshls air on the ontside. Not all his men survived.
Mve had not sufficient strength to sndure the tortwre, snd dled in the
tannels Pulaaki®s eyes were barely sarved by bdeing given the promptest of
medioal attentiom



