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Press.2ines, Yallaoce, Idaho, August 21, 1912
AFRRIVERSARY OF THE GBEAT FIRE W0 YEARS AGO
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It waR two years azo yesterday, August 20, that the grest forest fire
swept over tais dimtriots MNore thenm sixty lives were lost in Wsllace

i e inmediste vieinity, scores of men were badly bumed, a large
seasion of the city wes destroyed, and the amount of standing timder
destroyed wae beyond oslonlatiom. ¥o one who was in Wallece that fatal
August evening cen ever forget the awful spactasle. he wind from the

west and sonthwest rspidly inoressed in briskness indicating the spe
proash of the fire, the first real epprehension for their omm safety

tock possession of the peocple of ¥allace., It was evidemt that the eily
wes in zreat dunger, and steps were taken at once to remove women snd ohil.
arer to a place of safety. Five treins were Tede up by the two reilresd
acmpanies, and defore they got started the flames were lesping over the hill
south Of the city end brands snd anhes were diropping everywhere. Adous
this time fire bdeeks out mear the Times effice on Baxlk street, between
Seventh and Bighth streets, and although the firemen wers waiting for

Just swech en emergemsy emd were out im record time, they were poweriess

% even cheek it in the face of the awful wind., 50 when the trains pulled
ntvam_mmnmtumoityzntm:maietemm
ted to find their homes in ashes shen they roturned,
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1t was & night of terror for those who remaluned, tut the real trage.
the oconflagrstien 4id not appear matil the next day. Nem who for
: Rad beem fighting the fire wnder the direstiom of the forestry eer.
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$0 Sell the story wes iittle short of the mirasulous. All during
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1iterally passed through the “jaws of death.” '

A8 usugl whan the lives of men are plased in jeopardy in the presense
of some oversheiming disaster, whem death seenms the certain fate of all, the
man 7ith the cool head and the iron nerve came to the rescus. Nany aots of
oourage sad heroism wers reperted, dut the ame whieh stirested the moet nnu-f;;
$i0n was that of E. C. Pulaski, the forest ranger of this eity. The story
1s familigr S0 most of the people of this district, but by a ceinoidence it [
appesrs in $he last iseus of the Yomth:' Qempaniom which arrived en the .
niversary of the zrest fire. The msoene of the story is a few miles from !
this city, up the west fork of Placer oreek, and the aocount here reproduwded
from the Youths' Compenion is in general terms trus and sorrescty ‘
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Professor Welling, tanned and toughened bty his susmer's work in the
Copur d'ilens national forest ressrvation, held his ecstern visitors spelle
pound with stories of the fight he had helped to meke sgeinst the fearful
forest fires, He had gone out wilh two others, wnder government commission,
%0 study the forest and coming back in iugunat, they hed mat the fires snd
spent almost s month in fishting their way out of tham.

*Phere are resl men mmong those forest rangers,” he went ans “In
fast, there is no place for anything that is not geruine up there. The most
thrilling story of herolem that I sve heard in s long time is the story of
Renger Pulasitd, It &1d not happen in the pert of the reservation where I
was, tut I can vomh for its truth, for I have talked woth some of the men who
wore with him. .

wpglaski Bed gartyimen under him, snd they had been fighting a ¥ig
fire for hours. Suddsnly the wind rose umtil it blew s gale. The fire
2ot weyond them, and it bacems a question of saving the lives of the men,
There were many miles from s railresd or s clearing.

spuisski remsmbered thet adous a mile from vhere they ware working
wss sn sbendomed mins twmel that ram back abomt forty fest into the hilleidqs
s ordered the msa to snsteh thair blankets from the osp and run for this
shaft. Onoe,thers, they pmsked themsslves iike ssrdines into the hole.
Palesii plsced himself in the opsning and stretohed a blaxie’ aoross 1%.

_ "in o fow mimtes the fire overtook them, The blanket at the openiag
ssught five, and Pulaski bherked it sway. Azein and again this was done, mnd
mmmp&ye:mumm.mmmmmwmumunm
mouth of the tunnel with his bare hwnds.

*fhe suffering of the men from the hest and smoke was pitiful. They
were falirly maddened hy it, snd some of them nade a wild attempt $0 push
their way out of the shaft. for s while Pulaski held them back by sheer
physical strength, for he wes an wmeually strong mane But he Mnew thad
he smst soon be Overpowered, smd that the mem, in thelr frensy, would rush
out to certain death. He drew his revolver, and told them tha$ be would xille
the first men who attempted 50 break ewsy. The men kmew that he mant 1%, %0,
snd that mowledge Wrought them dack ¢ roason.

It wes n'S more than twenty mimutes vhen the®SE3J.ef the fire Ded
passed the le When it was safe to oraml ous, they fuuad thet five of
the man wore dead from suffoostion, mt the other thirty.five were all
rights Pulaski himself was blinded and seriously durned, tmt his sight
was partly restored. He 10s% five men, t0 be sure, Wt wilh less ooursge
sod presence of mind he would have lost them alle I take off my het %0
such a mans He is a real here."



