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IEWISTON COUNTHY SWEPT BY FLALE

kiany fire Fighters Reported in Danger Surrounied by
Conflagrations

Lewiston, Idaho, Aug. 2 6--Late Teports over the long distence tele-
phone-oy ,

phone from kajor Feen, supervisor of the Clearwater
National forest, at Kooskis are to the offect that seven fire
fighters are surrounded on all sides by burning Vimber, near iioose
oroek. They are camped in g clearing not more than 100 yards square
and Major Feen hss started s special relief party with supplies in
hopes of resching then, thouszh he declsres he feers the worst. The
naries of those in the party are;

Charles Wilcox, FT. B taylor, Al retorsorn, william Teebe, J.
Brooks, L. Halkins snd one other whose name is not availsble., All
mer. are residents of the Clearwater country.

Arother party of five nen is surrounded on Cook Lountain at
the head of Weitus Creek, one of the streanms emptying into the
Locksew, and anothrer relief party has been started for thst point,
which is 70 miles distant from hcoskia,

Though five days have rassed, Hajor Penn hesg hesrd nothing from
his two parties neer 014 ian's crocek, who have b:oen missing and are
without provisions. All nen at Camp 62 have been cslled in, as they
are also completely surrounded by fire. kajor Fenn 8ays conditions
are extremely serious, snd that he is not meking so much effort to
extinguish fires in tirber ashe is to save men who have been out
0ff and surrounded by fires and sre witiout provisions.

Ma Jor Fenn reports that fresh fires heve broken out on Obi oreek
and that the wind is so strong $hat it would be impossible to check
the flsmes. The new fires are tributary to Locksaw,

A pall of dense smole envelopes Lewiston, throush which the sun
looks like & ball of rod fire. 1Ii is an indicetion of tle density
and extent of the fires, which are more than 50 miles distant,

According to reports received from the fire zone in the Clear-
water country alarming conditions 8t1l1l exist in the Clearwater
Hetional Roserve, while from the country north of Orofino, within
the confines of the Clearwater Proteciive Assoclation, the o tuation
is reported improved, the fires in the latter district being under
control. Accordine to advices from wajor Femnn, hetween 40 %e and
50 fire firhters arc unheard from snd are cut off from all communi-
cation. Many are without provigions, with tihe pog.ibility of scome
of the men having b-en burned to death,

kaJor Fenn has recnived authority from tre district forester at
Missoula to secu-e all the men e needs without regard to limit, and
he hes sent J. H, Notfszor, a well-known packer, to Lewiston to
8ecure all the men he could. lir, Notfasger has sent a large party
to Xoogkia.

According to Lajor Fenn, the fire situstion is sti1ll bad, no
rain having fallen, though cooler weather brevails.

£2 %gl%ef gaak traing have left Looakia from the interior, in en
eiio © f0roe their way through the burning foests.
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REPLACE BURNED RAILWAY BRIDGES
Burned Fire Fighters Being Treated in Wallace Insthtutions

kissoula~~The reconstruction work on the Northern Pacifio is being
rushed with all poasible haste and throuzh trains are
once more passing over the bridge st Tuscor whioh has been out for
several days. Superintendent Fowler of the Northern Pacifie is
at DeBorgia superintending the work on bridge 48. Ten bents of
the bridge bave been replaced and it is thought that trains can
be gotten over the new bridge by Saturday. The lorthern Pacific
has lost five bridges including the S trestle., There is a switoh-
back at the 3 trewtle, which was put out of service when the new
trestle was built and by laying rails it will be in condition for
use. M. L. Porkins, engineer msintenance of way, went up today to
mpke an estimate of the loss. The general situation is much im~
proved, the fires are smouldering and it is thought that the
greatest danger has passed now. The bridges across Fish and (uartsz
oreeks are in good condition and there is no danger of thelr going.

ESTIMATED PROPERTY LOSSES BY FIRE.

Wallaae, Jdaho o o« o« ¢ ¢ o o ¢« » o ¢ o & sVe o o % 1.000,000
Coeur 4° Alene ® 8 & 8 2 8 5 % 8 5 5 e 5 8 e =2 @ 260 ,000
Bailroada 4 ® & 4 B & & & & & & 5 5 ¢ e+ 5,000 ,000
Settlers in three 8t8te8 ¢« « o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢« o o« ¢ o o 750 ,000
Timber Ve o 5 5 o = 5 8 & & & s & & & = 16,000,000

§ 20,000,000

Various estimates of losses to timber ranse between $10,000,000
and $20,000,000. Supervisor Weigle to-night deolinem to give an . .
estimate, saying it is imposaible to do so until fires abate.

REDING LOSS $3000.

In the fire Saturday night P. J. Reding, the grocer, lost
three horses, three delivery wagons, a barn, a warehouse, feed
and so forth, the damage bein~ estinsted at ;3000.00. There was
no insurance.

OPEN KISSOULA LIBE.
Agent licKkenna of the Northern Pacific announces that he ex-
pects to resume trsin service to kissoula on Sunday next when he
will transfer at the D'Orsay tunnel.
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SCOURGED BY FLAME, WALLACRER GRIEVES FOR BiAVE uEH XKILLED
Day of Danger rasses with Destruction of East End of City~-
Total Loss Amounts to §1,000,000.

Scourged by {lame, the city of #¥alluce today mourns hany brave
men who saorificed their lives fighting to stem the progress of
forest fires. liany citiszens have lost the savings of years of toil,
but nowhere is heard a note of complaint; everyone is lookint for-
ward to renswed effort. The burned district in the city will be
rebuilt and industries wrecked by the rush of flame on Saturday will
be rehabilitated,

The saddest feature of the unparalleled conilagration of the
past week is the toil of lives lost in the all devouring element
of fire, which is estimated to have destroyed upwsrds of $20,000,000
worth of timber in the Coeur d'Alenes, which has awept away mine
buildings snd homesteads and has left in its path a blackened and
wasted country snd the unrecorded graves of many brave men.

An Ominous Day.

Long before Wallace received iis second baptism of fire the
forests were aflamn throughout the territory, but on saturday the
danger to the city became irminent.

The day broke dark, smoky and ominous. The sun appeared merely
ag a red ball set in a pall of smoke., Ashes fell in the streets,

As the day wore towards itsclose darkness fell upon the oity and at
4 o'clock the eleotrie liglkte were turned on. The rising wind be-
came a hurricane. Dust, smoke and ashes swept the streets and
finally flame burst over the hilltops to the west and south, and the
people whispered that the city was doomed,

But there was no panic, lany citizens prepared to more their
familiee out of the stricken city. 3Both railroads announced that
special trains would leave for points of safety during the evening
and the oity waited, expectant, for the fate that seemed to be
approaching, beralded by the red flames ereeping down tihe hillsides,

Outbresak of Fire.

At 9:15 fire broke out between the Times andi the Whalen building,.
Byatanders deolare that they saw a fire-brand, swept fram the burning
forests, alight between the two wooden structures, and in a moment
the buildings were sablaze. The terrific gmle sweeping down the -
street from the west to east carried & tongue of flame acroas the
street, igniting the liiechigan lodging house, and within fifteen minutes
the whola of the east end of the eity from the court house and Samuals
HEotel was ablaze. The flames eat up the wooden buildinge on Bank i
3treet and rushed down Canyon Creek destroying everything in their pat#.

The ocity fire department wes promptly on the scen® but all the
energies of the fire fighters necessarily were directed toward prevent-
ing the spread of the fire westward. The Worstell Furniture Company's
new brick building was the first fighting line and if the water pressure
had not failed this building would have been saved. But the water
supply gave out at the critical moment and the flames eat thelr way
through the roof, slmost gutting the building snd destroying everything
on the second floor.



Soourged By Flame, Wallace Griwes For Brave lien Killed.
East End Destroyed.

Mearwhile the fire had swept away all the buildings below
Seventh Street and in the "Y" including the O. Re & N depot,
the conorete walls of which, however, resisted the flame end stand
today., The Sunset brewery and sll the realdences end warehouses
inoluding thmat of the Coeur d'Alene Hardware Com: eny, the Iron-works,
everything went down to blackened ruins, only the Federal mills, the
Providence hospital asnd one or two residences on the hill north of
Canyon oreek emcaping, :

Three terraces of recidences on the south hill were swept, only
one building remsining east of the laundry. The total loss is esti-~
mated at nearly ¢1,000,000.

Two lives are knwwn to have been lost., John C, Soyd, & ‘pioneer
of the oity, threw away hisqlife in an endeavor to save a pet bird,
returning to his home too lste to be able to escape. An unidentified
man or boy asleep in the lilchigan house, was killed, only his skull
being found in the ruins Sunday. Other lives mey have been lost but
no evidence remains.

Hospital Patients Protected.

A 50 soon as the danger to the city became apparent precautions
were taken by the Wallasce and Providence hospitsls Tor the safety .
of their patients. Livery rige were stationed in front of the
Wallace hospital ready for immediate flight, while the patients
in the Providence hospitsl were placed on & train and sent %o
Kissoula. The best of order prevailed at the Wallace hospital, Dr.

howery~gee - .

St. Jean went to each patient, explained the situation and showed

that all would be taken from the city, if it was considered edvisable.
 But this was not necessary. Beckfiring up the Lills to the west and .
ungessing vigilance on the part of many citizens prevented fires

from reaching that part of the oity end Dr. st. Jean and Dr. hiowery
gsoon devoted their energies to caring forinjured firefighters who
began to 4rift in from the forests. Extrs nurses arrived from Spo-
kane and the burned men received prompt attention.

lo ?2anie in City.

The situamtion in the city when the trains presered to pull out
wes remarkhhle., #hile nothing approaehing punic prevailed, there
were, of course, scores of frightened women and children and some
men who lout thelr nerve. But, on the whole, the city has no cause
t0 be sshamed of the record Satnrdag'night. The g:loons and restaurants
were among the first places deserted but towards mid-night cendles
ware placed on the bard and drinks were served. The Sundsy law was
set aside but there was no drunkenness., Although half of the resi-
dences in the city were deserted there practically was nothing stolen
ang the sheriff's force and the police had no difficulty in keeping
OTQAGY .

A% 11 o'clook imminent danger to the city was over and il was
possible to take toll of the loss. Protection of the west end was
then the principal consideration, cltizens and members 0of the Twenty-
fifth infantry participated in this work. With day-light 3Sunday 1t
was evident that the danger had passed and Wallace was saved.
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FIRES INVADE COAsT COUHNTRY
Small Settlements and Ferm Houses Burned in Washinglon.

Seattle, Wash. Aug. 26=~Within the last 48 hours forest fires of
gerious proportions have broken oud in all sections

of Western Washington, Fanned by a strong Horthwest wind, the

fires have spread with alarming rofiity and the state foreast range

and the patrols of the lumbermen's association have been impressing

all available men to aid in combatting the flames. Thua far they

heve been successful in keeping the fires away from the larger

sawmill towns, although many outlaying houses and a fow small settze-

menis have been wiped out. In no case, however, has there been Tr6-

port of loss of 1life,

Fires on the line of the Tacome Eastern near Ashford have interrup
ted railroad and automobile traffic to snd from Mount Rainier,
Fatlonal park. This fire js burning in the tree tops in the forestis
between Ashford snd Elbe. State Fire Warden Welty considered the
situation so serious thet Le has gone to Ashford to take personal
charge of the fire fighting. Other fires that are causing much
alarm are burning in the foothills of the Cascades in the eastern
part of this county. The railroads, the city water end light de-
partments, whose pipelines and power plant are threatened, =:nd the
Washing.on Forest Fire Agsooiation have large forces of men in the
£ e1d seeking to control the flemed.

Fires are also reported from ihe Grays Harbor country and from
the Olumpian peninsula where a gtubborn fire has broken out in the
national forest.

Portland, Aug. 26--With the entire region for thirty miles about
Portland under s thick hlanket of smoke, penetrated here
there by the glow of fires whieh are destroying hLomwes, timber and
property of all kinds, the fire situstion this morning is one of
unrelaxing vigilance and in some instances desperste efforts to
keep the flames from gpreading.

It is estimated that in Clark and Cowlitz counties, Washington,
$2,000,000 no more than represents the azgregate loss. Eight hund red
persons have been rendered homeless and 2000 men have been thrown out
of work temporarily. HNowhere in the district sround Portland or
VYancouver, Wash. has there yet been known loss of 1ife. oix men,
however, are belleved to be dead at Wild Boy camp hear vancouver.

In southern Washington the worst fires are now under control, with
the exception of that at Etns, pason rlain, Cowlitz county, where ihe
settlers fled after bdurying thelr furniture. At Lucia dpur, north
of Vancouver, the family of F. ki Lettenring spent the night on &
log raft. At Eureks (Hoskinson) several were saved only by wrapping
wet blankets about them and running throfgh fire. B.kis Faller and
his daughter who were in the Larch mountain fire near Camss, wash.,
and who were considered dead, are ganfe after s terrifying experience.

The destruction east of Portlsnd is hard to estimete. At least
two summer hotels have been burned es well as a number of ranch

houses.



Pires Invade Coast Country (Contd)

A company of militias left Albany, Ore., early today for Browns-
ville, where a fire that has already covered several sections of
timber land continues to spread.

Along the lower Columbia river several destructive fires are
reging; one having destroyed a lumber mill valued at $30,000 at
Goble, Ore.

One hundred soldiers and thirty volunteers are trying to keep a
fire from Prospect, on the Rogue river in southern Oregon.

Sensational rumors t0 the effect that Ashland, Oreg., is or was
yesterday in danger, appear to be the outgrowth of an overwrought
imagination. There was some slight danger to both Ashland and led~
ford two days ago but the flames were diverted and whateger danger
there was appears no longer to exist. :

1
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DAKAGE TO WlIHES I3 ROT EXTERSIVE
Many Lose Buildings But These lere hot Very Valuable.

Kullan, Aug. 25--liany mining properties near here have rad their

buildiags wiped out by the fire of Sunday, but the loss
has not beeu particularly heavy because the buildings were not
valusble. The Lucky Calumet and the Reindeer are the heaviest
logserss Both lost their compressor buildings but the amount of
damage to the mmohinery is still problematical. It is believed
that the loss to the Lucky Calumet will reameh $5000 and to the
Heindeer aubout $2000., All the buildings about the sroperties have
been wiped out.

Other companies, thet lost their buildings are the Carney
Copper company, the ldaho Gisnt and the Argenta. The fire slso
visited the Copper (ueen, but that company's buildings wers
demnged by s snowslide last winter and thers was nothing more
to dsumge.

The 0ld upper workings of the Gold Hunter were swept clean by
the forest fire, but the loss there will not smount to £1,000.
They have been sbandoned for some time.

The Copper King sustained some damage %o its flume and to the
power line, but it will be working again in a few days. 'Trees
foll across the power line and put it out of commission. About
1000 feet of flume was consumed by the flsmes. The fire raged
flercely avout the company's property. In the vicinity of the
mine were great quantities oi dead timber that had been piled up
by o snowalide last winter. This added greatly to the flsmes,

It was 80 hot on the dump at the mine that the miners who were
fighting the flames from thai point wers ouly with difficulty
able to hold their ground.

Other properties that eacaped the blaze with littie or no
damage are the snowstorm, kissouls Copper, the Hational and the
Butte & Coeur d'Alene. The fire was all awut them but they manuged
to escape.

The wountain about the Copper King Las been wiped clean of
timber and brush and it is now possible to ride a horse anywhere
over tiie mountain, where beiore one was able to make one’s way :
only over well beaten traiis, so thick and heavy wes the underbrushj




Lewliston Country Swept By Flame (Contd )

From Orofino comes the report that Ben k. Bush, state land
slector, acting on instructions from Qovernmor Brady, has left
by saddle horse for a long ride through the state timber and in-
tends working his way to the St. liaries country end harble Creek
ssoction, where 18 families are reported missing. uis trip will
be for the purpose of becoming thoroughly informed on the extent
of the fire over state timber lands.

B. H. Brown, head of the Clemrwater Protective Association,
hes reached Orofino from the interlor with Theodore Fohl, chief
fire warden, and scnt out to several fires in his district some ;
A0 men., Word has been sent to Lewiston that fires in that districu
are now under control, and that no more men are needed., Reports
from the Craig hiountain section and Webb Ridge are to the effect
that forest fires in those sections are under control. A like
report comes from the Anatone sountry.
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INSURANCE FIRMS ARE SETTLIKNG UP
Prompt Payment Being kiade by Agencies Interest in District Burned.

Activity is fast resuming in the district visited by the fire and
it will be accolerated by the fact that the insurance agencles have
been prompt in settling their policies. It is estimated that $50,000
has already besen peid out throuch the severel sgencies in the city.

The totel insurance leid in the fire stricken district, The
Times bukiésme finde to be from 550,000 to $600,000. Of this amount
Herman Rossi holds sbout $350, OOO 1. L. Hiocholson {115,000, Joseph
P, Whalen $75,000 to §100,000 and A. H. Featherstone %20 000, .

The Whalen sgency has been paying out from {3,000 to §5,000
daily and hes paid to date over $15,000. The Rossi agency has paid
out over $20,000. and the others smaller amounta. 4ll the insurance
paid haes been on small losses on dwellings and household affects.

The money will continue to be distributed for many days and will get
into the channel of trzde snd increase the sctivity in reconstruoting
a city on the ruins of the one just burned.

TI..E3 PRIRBING PLANT BURNED

Ip common with hundreds of other people in businees in Wallace,
The Times suffered loss in the conflagrstion that swept over the
city last Seturday night. The building which the paper occupied,
the machinery and fixtures stock =nd equipment all went up in the
fierce flames that destroyed at least a trird of the buginess and
reaidence section.

This is the first sppearsnce of the publications since the fire
snd continues the regular weekly edition of the paper. The Times
ie under obligations to the Idaho Preas for mechanical equipment
and to the Wsllace Liner for office rooms znd %o both for many
courtesies extended which make it possible t0o continue the 3ublioatioq
of the Times until such time as the paper is ready to resume its
usual business.

FOREST FIRES CAUSE CLIMATIC CEANGES.

Denver, August 26==A drop in temperature of 19 degrees, thirteen of

“whioch oeeurrea in 10 minutes, was the record estebliched here
yesterday between 1 s'clock and 8:20 p.m. 4t 1 o'clock the tharmome-
ter stood at 92 degrees, at 4 o'clock it was 78, At b o'clock a 42
mile gele swept the aity end & fow minutes later the town was enveloped
in a pall of smoke from the ldsho-lontsna forest fires, 600 miles dis~
tant, From then on the temperature fell stesdily until it reached 48
dogrees at B:30 puinm.

According to United States Weather Forecaster Brandenburg, the

smdden change in temperature was casused by atmospheric disturbances re-
sulting frum the contest between the hot sir from the fire-~swept dis-

tricts and the snow-covered mountains of the continental divide,



Forest Pires Cause Climatic Changes (Contd)

Reports of remarkable changes in temperature come from all
parts of the state and neighboring territory. 4t 6 p.m. Cheyenne,
Wyo., the thermometer register 38, the lowest reported on the
weether map,

LOOKING BACKWARD BUT FACING FORWARD

Since the last issue of The Times a great calemity has visited
not only this community but has swept over the greater part of the
inter-mountain region. The unexpected has happened and the terrorg
of the forest fires have swept over the country taking toll in the
loss oi valuable property and still more velusble human lives. The
pall of smoke bas not yet lifted from the soene &nd the pall of
oppression is yet weighing on the spirit of the people, but thers
is s genase of relief that the worst is past and feeling that re-
action bas set in bringing with i1t that iarger hope that always
8prings eternal in the human breast.

#hile the weight laid upon this community is heavy there is a
feeling of thankfulness that it has been no worse, and a souree
of eongratulation for the fine spirit with which it is borne.

The great productive interests of the country have fortunately
searcely been touched by this calamity. The producing mines have
escaped any serious injury end labor oan as usual be profitably
employed in this, the chief industry, and other interests allied
to this will be enabled in sonsequence to gradually recoup their
losses and continue in business to the upbuilding of the city and
a greater Wallace will result in the comumnity of interests which
will be awakened,
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MULLAR WOMAR TELLS OF THRILLIRG FLIGHT THROUGH BURHIHG(WOODS.

Missoula, Mont. Auguat 25--The most thrilling story of excape from ;
fire that has made its way 16 iiissoula 1s that of Mr. and krs., Georgd
Cook of Kullan. .

George Cook and Gus lieyers, two contraectors, are working the
S8ilver Cable mine in the mountains near Kullan. Some time ago Mrs.

. Cook went out to visit her husband. There were but three persons the

Cooks and Myers, within ten miles of the little camp. About the
middle of the afternocon Sunday krs. Cook, who was at her cabin, dis-
covered s fire on its way up a 1little gulch., She ran to the mine and
warned the men., She and lr. Cook nmade a get~away toward Mallan,
leaving Myers, who said he would cateh them, but never did. On the
way out they came fmce to face with another fire and had to change
thelr course. They walked all night, meeting fire sfter fire, and got
to Thompson Falls at noon the next dsy. Lrs, Cook walked 30 miles
before they found any way for her to ride. 3he had to cover her face
several times to protect it. liyers has not been heard from.

Ber storye.

lirs. Cook 1s at the home of Jozeph Grenier, an old Iriend of the
family, at 213 East spruce St. Her husband is at Lullan, where he
went yesterday to look after iir. liyers,.

"I gave up several different times," said krs. Cook, last night
when sren by a ilissoulian reporter. "Had it not been for the op-
timism of George I do ndt belleve that 1 could have kept going. My
feet were sore, my limbs badly swollen snd my pbor body so tired that
I could hardly drag one foot after {he other.

"Exaotly at 3:45 o'glock Sunday afternoon, while alone in our
little cabin at 3ilver Cable mine, 11 miles fromkiUllsn, where I went
10 days ago to spend some time with my husband, I saw a fire coming
up Borax Creek, a little stream that runs right up to the cauwp. I
did not know that there was another fire in the country as we were
shut in on three sides by mountsina. I had not heard of the Wallace

disaster. We were clear out of touch with the outside world; the
only way to reach us was afoot; no horse could climdb the mountains
there. Hence, when I saw the flames msking their way to the blagl-
smith shop, where our powder was stored, right at the entransce to
the tunnel of the mine, where George was at work, first thought
was $0 notify him so he sould get out before he smothered. I grabdbed
my hat and a candle and put out for the mine. Fifteen minutes later
George, lir. Lyers and I came out, and the fire was within ten feet
of our cabinl We 4i1d not have time to debate ways of eseape, but
started for kullan, where we have & home., Lir. Myers said that he
would stay and fight to save his bunkhouse. We begged him to come
with us, but he would not do it, He said, however, that he would
oateh us. That is the last we heard of him. George has gone %o
hynt him, but I fear that he did not escape.

leet a Fire. ,
"We think that the fire we saw was the one that burned Wallace.
"We did not have time to get snything but & handbag and a plece
of breasd. By 4:10 we were going down the mountain, George in his
wet mining elothes and I in a gingham dress, traveling the Copper



¥ullen womsn tells of thrilling flight through burnihg woods (CONTD)

mountail trail, Two and & balf wniles frow camp we met the Mullan
fire, coming roaring up the ridge., Then we olimbed back to the top
through the woods, On the summit he told me that we would go %o
Thompson Falls, which, he declared, wae but four miles away. fThia

is the first story--a Justifiable one~- he t0ld me. 1 learhed from
experience that Thompaon Folls was 856 miles from that point, Oud
firat drop was to Copper Creek, whioh we followed, going as fast as
we oould lowards Thompson Fslls, and we orawled under a bush, where I
expected to dile. 4 log within 20 foet of us was burnedi, The flames
were passed on two sidea ol us, e lay perfeotly still, with bLlases
playing all avout us, uutil 2:30. The fire was 80 Lright in the trees
that George could sce his watch. A8 soon as we could plok our way we
went to the top of the ridpge, where we ocould see in every direction,
and the entire country seemeld to be aflame. Theu we descended to
Copper oreek, which we followed for two miles, dodging through the fire
ag we wontie.

"I shall never forget that trip. On either aside on the mountain
trees were burning from botiom to top. #ar eway on the very crests
of the hille, we could see flames whioch were hardly distinguishable
from stars.

"Ir was five when we got thoughs At two or more places I had to
throw my apron over my fmoce to protect my hair, eyes sud mouth. Lany
hours prior 10 that I had discarded my hat and the grip.

3aved by Creek,

"Zach time afier we ran through the {lames we had to go into the
oreek to oatch our breath. We would have suffered had not water been
80 close, The laast rush George made he lost his six-shooter snd a
hendful of silver that Le had in his pockets That i3 the kind of eall
we had, Ly spron saved me., Ceorge used a hLandkerchief, The olosest
sub we had was the very last fire. To escape we rushed into the creek
f81ling head long over the bank., Hecoverinz we found & road and followed
it for four miles when we found a farm house. HOw glad we were. I
would not have known myself in a mirror. iy dress was torn and my
shoes akinned and misshapen. i

"A8 we approsoched the buildings we heard horses moving in the barn%
- We wakened the owner and asked him to take us to town, but & sorxy
thing, he refused. ELs said he waa going about 11, and could take me
but not George. Hot caring to wait 80 long we moved on. 7Two miles
away we came Lo the shamrock mine, where we were taken in by the sSuper=
intendent and treated royally, being fed and cheered in other ways.
While we tarried there the farmer who was 80 inhospitable to us, anme
along, and the miner pursuaded him to let me ride. I was glad to get
in with hiia, even though he had behaved s0 shabbily toward us. George
had 10 walk tlLe other eleven miles alone.

"1t was then 7 o'cloock,

"By this time we huad seen a number of refugees from Burke. At 12:;30
we drove into Thompeon Fulls. Last nicht I came herse, and today got a
change of olothes,”

"Did you thihk you were gone?" someone asked,



lMullan Women Tells of Thrilling Flicht Through Burning Woods.

"1 thought it was all over, but every time I gave up George would
say 'Don't worry, girlie, we will get through.' He encouraged me ;
and I kept going. I never dreamed thet I could zo 80 far rnd so long."

Mrs. Cook does not look any the worse for her jaunt., ushe is
tender-footed and sore, but otherwise iz all right. She is a bright,
clever little women of the blonde type, with plenty of courage and
determination. 3She will not live long enoush to forget her rarvelbus

experience,
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DBSPERATE RIDE OF FOREST RANGER
Watson of Mtes Travels 82 lilles Through Fires to save Camp.

Stites, Idaho, August 24~--Reeling with exhaustion, elinging with
both blistered hands to the pommel of his fire~orisped
saddle, his olothing almost burned from his body, C. He Watmon, a
forest ranger, tonight rode into imjor Fern's headquarters at looskia
on a Jaded horse from whick every hair had been singed snd begged for
& relief party, whioh ke volunteered to lead, to 80 $0 the rescue
of six men, surrounded by fire in 014 wsn's Basin, near camp 62, and
12 miles beyond the selway.

The men, whose names the forestry officislas refuse to give out,
are purt of %ha erew at camp 62, but became sepmrated from the main
body sevaral days ago and have not been heard of since, but are
supposed to s8ti:l be alive, unless overcome from smoke or dead from
starvation, as they are in an extensive area not yet involved in the
eonflagration sweeping through the mountains in that region,

The remainder of the orew are surrounded at Weitus meadows with
LioFherson's paek train, which reached there Sunday, but are safs
fram the flames and have supplies to last several days.

: Rides Through Iire.

Watson left oamp 62 Londay morning at daylight, after working
four dayas and nighte without dleep snd has been ever since £ishing
his way 82 miles to kooskis, ke passed through foreats for 25 miles
and for five miles was compelled to ride through blazing troes from
which masses of burning bark end limbs were constantly falling upon
him and his horse,

The smoke was so dense thot he was compelled to dismount at
intervals and lis flat on the ground in order to get a breath of
air, and his mount was several times so overcome that it foll,

Watson report: the survivors of eamp 62 prostrated with ex-
beustion =nd suffering withk dysentery and for days they rave been
ooughing up blood. He will leave tomorrow with a roliof party carry-
ing supplies, for in aspite of his pitisble condition Le reruses %o
‘8llow any one else to pilot the rescusrs, becsusoc he thinks .e slone
cen locate the beleaguered men.

A party of 15 ig surrounded 12 miles beyong wWeitus meadows, but
is supposed to bs safe. They will be token out e€ by the rartygoing
to camp 62,

, There are also 180 men surrounded in tho mountelns between the
Lolo pase and the 3%, Laries, and iinjor fenn today received instruce
tions %o send men to pillot them oute Eeo L. Clark, Jin 3oyd and
Irdian Dick Brown, three of the most trusty of the foresters in the
Clearwater, were dispatched on thip mission this afterncoh.

HOZPELESS 1H TrE CLEARWATIR
Conditions in the Clearfwater reserve tonight are hopeless and .
ke Jor Fenn hes roccived instructions from the forestry headouarters
at ilgsoula to reecsll all the firefighters from the interior of the
stricken region and set them to work onm the outskirts of the fire
zone. The message said: :
"3ave the lives of the men and let the timber go."

"The situation in the rlk Clty distriot is still uncontrolled,



gu:parate Ride of Forest Ranger (Contd)

o .

Jthere is little differsnbe in conditions since yestorday, except
that the summer resort at the Hot Springs on Red River, owned by
Mrs. Elizabeht lilenert, is reported to be burned tonight.

Several new fires were reported today in the vicinity of Plerce
City, and while the town is not endangered the situation there is
conaidered serious, and kisjor Fenn has dispatched Deputy District
Forester Durant to the scent to orgenize the settlers to fight the
fires until rangers cen be sent from Kooskia.

The fire on Eldorado creek prevents the men from being sent
across the mountains and they will have to be brought to Orofino and
sent in from there. oeveral of the largest fires are in the domaln
of the Clearwater Timberman's Protective Association and the associa-
tion patrol will cooperate with the government rangers.

Thirty-five Big Fires.

There are a number of thousands of sheep owned by Lewiston men
ranging in the mountains east of Plerce and these are cut off, Some
of the sheepmen are ~oing to the scene tomorrow. :

Ma jor Feman tonight, for the first time, admisé that the situation
is hopeless, and says that it will require at least four inches of
rainfall to extinguish the flames. He refuses to make an estimate
approximate of the area involved. There are 36 major fires existing
and smaller ones without number.
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HALM'S PARTY LAY BE SAFE.
Poreater Silcox Brings Good Newas from the St. Joe Country.

A reassuring word as to the fate of Ranger Halm's party at the
head of the St. Joe was brought to Wallace today by Chief Forester
3ilcox, who arrived from Missoulas via Spokane. Forester sileox is
of the belief that the party will suffer little or no loss of life.
He says, in the first place, thak Ranger Halm had only 16 men in his
orew and not 85 as persistently reported, Halm had 85 men in the
beginning but on the non-arrival of the Haines' pask train he sent
out all but 16 men in order to conserve his vrovisions,

Forester Sllcowm i1s also in possession of inowledge that Hanger
Halm did not move his camp as was reported and was in a better po-
gition to get his crew into places of safety. Rang:r Roscoe Haines
is trying to communiocate with Halm. He took three men and went ahead
but is followed with & paok train of 20 horses and a orew cutting
trail. It is estimated that it will tako two days to reach Halm.

There is still another missing party. Rorestery Sileox reports
that the party lead by Ranger Louis Pitting who took 34 men and went |
into the Clearwater Porest by the way of Lost Horse pass, The Pitting
party has not been heard of since the big wind storms of Satulday and
Sunday and a rescue party is seeking to reach tiem,

Silcox reports that the general condition in the fire districts
in national forests along the Great divide sre better in the last two
daya. Word just received by him from Supervisor Fern is to the effect
;h:t the situation in the Clearwater and Bitterrocot forests is mmch

atter,

PROVIDE AID FOR THOSE 1IN HKED. -
Relief Committee is Looking After People Who require Assistance.

#inllace citizens appreciate the mundredspf odfers of assistance
received shortly after the conflagration of Saturday. liessages were
roceived from Boiseq Spokane, Lewiston, Walls Wallas and many other
cities tendering assistance in money and provisions,

On lionday a committee was appointed to l.ok after the needs of
those who are homeless and a relief headquarters opened up. There,
food, shelter and dothing is aveilable for all whko are in need.

Boise sent $2,000 and Governmor Brady $500. B.F. O'Neil, who was
campaigning in Central Idaho last weck, hurried home on receipt of
news of the fire and psaid over §1,000 as his contribution to the relief
committee. ’

United States Senator Heyburn has started a movement looking to
the relief of men injured while fichting the forest fires and ssid
he would introduce a bill in the senaste next session making provision
for them. He has asked President Taft to keep the men on the payroll
80 long as they are in the hospitals.
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SEVERTY THREE ARE KNOWN TO HAVE DIED
IN THE FPOREST FIRES
Government Officials Hope that List will not be Greatly Added to
When all Camps are Heard from. .

With s known death list of73 men it is believed that the worat

news is told of the fire fighting camps in thia part of the coumtry.
Encouraging information was received Priday regarding Ranger

Halm's party from Chief Porester Sileox, who believes that the party,

which was recently reduced from 85 to 16 men, at the head of the

St. Joe river, is safe. There remsin several parties to be heard

from bdbut forestry officials hope that the death list will not be alded

to very considerably. : '
The 1ist of known dead is placed as follows by Supervisor I.G.Weiéh

Setser Cresk 24
Big Creek 29
Placer Creek 6
Borth ifoxrk 1
Stevens Feak 1
Bullion 8
fiallace 3
Taft 1

Total - » 73

In addition to the men killed probably over 100 were more or
less seriously injured, many being almost blind, and the hospitals
are crowied with the sufferers, who are receiving every possible
attention. The Wallsoe hospital wasin shape to handle the injured
men 80 soon as they begsen to arrive in town, extra help having been
secured from Spokane hospitals.

The ms jority of the men killed and injured came from Spokane
;:s:e ;hey were hired by the forestry officials and names of many are

oubt.,
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MANY INJURED IR HOSPITALS
Northern Pacific Rushing Work on Line in Kontana Swept by Pire

The full 1list of patients suffering from fire injuries and ad-
mitted to the hospitals are as follows: .

At the Wallace hospital:-

Received Sunday--iA.R. Sullivan of Wallace, Tony Varieh, Charles
Webb of Spokane, B.k. Britten, Percy Stewart of Blackfoot, Idaho,
disobarged J. G.Denielson, P. W. Sullivan, T. G. wuyers, Wm. Christen-
gon of Recine, Wis., Mike Darrick of Spokane, Robert LoGinnis, Thomas
Honan, Charles Ryan, M. J. Carrahan, li. Juregens, Akone Canyar, Ce.We.
Panning, Jack Flynn, Herbert Brown, lr. Hickman, O. Tucker of Kinga-
ton, kr. Rickey.

Received Tuesday--A. L. Case of North Yakima, G. W. Ward of
San Francisco, Charles Hansan of Whitefield, 3. D.,George Williams
of Spokane, Charles Frank of lafayette, Indiana, Herbert Henmss, of
#ardner, Joe Deliarco of Murray, John Morrissey of Independence, lowa,
Gustaf Reisinge of Wallace. ~ ‘

Received #7ednesday--Peter W. Schmidtz of Avery. Knute Berger,
Niek Rossa,

Received Thursday--John Casey.

At the Hope Hospital--~

Received Sunday--Hugh Morrison, E. G. Pulaski, John Hasker,
Re Coombs.

Received Tuesday--Edward Conroy, Clarence Bush, Mike Sukie.

Received Wednesday--E. W. Stewart, Wellace, Jaoobd Viasgic from
Big Creek.

CARKOT FPIGURE TILBER LOSSES .
Until Smoke Clears Amgy Forestry Officials Will not Know Extent
of Hire.

"It is imposeible to give any estimates on areas burned over or
probable values," sald Forester Silcox when asked about this feature
of the fire results yesterday. The smoky condition of the atmosphere
prevents our learning just where the fires have awept, and it not
$i11 after rains have come to clear the smoke away that we can begin
to make caloulation as to actual damages.

"We know though that the 100,000,000 feet recently sold on the
Lolo at {4.50 per thousand making a total of $450,000 is swept away,
In addition to this loss is the additional losa of cutting and market >
ing the timber whish is estimated at §10 per thousand f8et making
another $1,000,000 loss to the community.

"There is & similer loss of the 100,000,000 feet recently sold on
Big oreek, the purchase of which was $@00,000 and the marketing loss
another $1,000,000.

"Some of this may be saved by selling the logs for dead timber but
tﬁg saving will be comparatively smell. As soon as the rains come and
the atmosphere clesrs, orews will be sent to estimate losses by town-

ships and the forestry bureau will tabulate lo
area of the burned districta.” ° losses and the'?xfent at
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TIWMBER MBER FIGURE IOSSES
Expert Cruisers Believe Destruction Has Been Exagerated.

Spokane, Wash. August 25--Expert oruisers in Spokane, who are now
e compiling reports from the burmed districts in Idsho,
Washington, Oregon and Montana, estimate that the recent fores$ __
fires destroyed or damaged more than 750,000,000 feet of timber in
the four states. ,

Converted into merchantable lumber, it is estimeted this timber
would have supplied building material for the construction of from
60,000 to 55,000 four or five-room cottages, or enough to house the
entire population of any city in the four states named.

To reduce this timber to commereial uses would keep 400 saw~
mills in the Inland Empire busy from five to six months, while at -
the present army of skilled and ordinary laborers would have received
$7,500,000 in wages.

F. J. Davies, secretary of the Coeur d'Alene Tiuber Protective
Association, says that while the loas of life has not been ss large
a8 the dispatchea have indicated, he estimstes the timber loss in
that part of northern Idaho is not less than 500,000,000 feet.

James P. koWYoldriok of Spokane, president of the iestern Pine
Kanufasctuwwrs' Association, believes the fire losses in Idaho have
been greatly exaggerated, though he admits the situation probably
is the worst in the history of the Pacific northwest.

"According to recent estimates, there wsas 350,000,000,000 feet ;
of atanding timber in the Inland Empire forests,"” says lir. iicGoldricki
"The lumber interests have been hit hard and the losses are enormous,
but 1 am of the opinion that many of the reports sent oul were gross
exaggerations. Of course I do not believe this was intentionsl on the
part of the newspaper sorrespondents,” »

Offiocers of the Western Forestry and Conservation Association say
it is impossible to ascertain the total loss st present.




