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the ‘reserves as qulte a: few home~
steads 'Were taken: before the forestJ
reserves 'We're created cdnd: bemg
practlcally surrounded by the- goy-
ernment forests the settlers are at
the mercy of the fires. wh‘ch find un-
limited -fuel  in’ . the wilderness  in
which they are obliged -to lly‘e
For more than a month ‘settlers, in-
,cludlng Women ‘and: chlldren have
been ﬁ“htmg to save their-  homes
and in nearly every 1nstance the fires
“have orlgunated on the - government
lands; The fire whigh started  sev-
eral weeks ‘ago-about-twenty miles
northwest of Kalispell: on the foot-
‘hill ¢alled Pilot Knob; is “still - burning
and from this fire several .others have
' been started by 'burnmg brands car-
ried a mile or more by the ‘winds;:-The
“settlers living along the eastern line
. of the .reserve at this point" have
‘been fighting fire#Mth on their own
tlaims and cn the government lands.
- Afew men have been sent out by the
government forester to ﬁght the fires
but  they have refused to ass1st in
controlling the fire on any land - not
owided. by the government the man
in charge of the work for the govern-
ment saying that settlers would have
to take care of the fires on.their own
" ¢laims. This is a“very shortsighted
policy as aadang'er“to one is a danger
to all; but it is directly; in line with
the weak and inefficient. management
“-of the whole fire situation on the
* government timber ' reserves. In-
stead of sending men enough to cope
" .with the situation and keeping them
to patrol the fite after it.is under
" control, a few men are sent and at
the ﬁrst moment the fire is under
contrel the men are laid off 1n order
m—sa_v'e expense..” After the rain early
- in July ‘all: of the extra men in_the
governmént”emhloy were - discharged
. and-in about a week the fires were
- again eburmng fiercely.” If the forces
had been kept a work after the rain
~all e ﬁres-could have been kept
under: control e
_If this part of the country is to be
Jheld . by the government as an unde-
veloped Wllderness it should at least
be so managed as not to endanger
the lives and property of the settlers
“@ho reside here.




