N,

g

[ .
B T

/ff” b

/ 7 e FOREST FIRES

" THE ADVENTURES OF THREE MEN IN TS5 OREAT POREST FYRES OF 1910
By K4 Thenon, EKooskis, Idaho

In the year of 1910 while serving as ..asistant Forest
Supervisor on the Sglwéy Forest ieserve under the supervision of
Major ¥, «, Fenu with hesdguerters at kKooskle, Ideho, a susll town
on the Clearwater River, I received instructions in the latter part
of July thet ysar to make & trip throughout the Forest Reserve for
‘the purpose of establishing end surveying around choice areas to be
used ap Forest itangsr Stations, The objeot i doing thle was to
withiiold the ground from homsstesd entries for use as camps by the
Forest Service at strategic points for peck trains and fighters when
fires cceurred in that part of the Forest. The essentials required
of a well estadlished station are: an sbundange of grass, dry wood
and good water, Idsho County is sbout 90% mounteinous and has some
of the finest scenery in the United HStates,

In leavinz Kooskls with my two sssiestants, kr. John Kirchner
and ¥r, Charley 5trite, with our saddle and pook horses our route
to0k us up the Clearwater River, so named bhecause of the olearness
of its water the year around, Gur first night's camp was at the
Forks, lere the river il brunahta in two streeame, one, the Selway,
coming in from mouth e¢ast, the other, the Loohsa, from the northeast,
From thie camp our route led up the Selway and that night we cauped
at the Selway Falls, & rapids and fells formed at some prehistoric
date by & slide from the mountein whieh left boulders in the river
ehannel, some of which are twenty to thirty feet in diameter,
Selmon and trout sre unable to meke it over these falls except in a
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high stage of water. it the time we camped there the stage of water
was rather low and the eddy Just below the falls was just sdouths
full of salmon as it could reasonadbly be, The salmon were making
great efforts to ret over the top., The water was pouring over a roek
some six feet high and this partioular plaee seemed to be the point
for their efforts. e saw but one that was successful in making %
during the few minutes we were watehing them, The school of salmon
flosting around in the eddy reminds one of the sshools of smelt seen
around the mouth of the Celumbis River,

Hext morning we resumed our travel snd eamped st a place
eallsd the Three Forks, = sountry with several eresk bsrs and flats
where several homesteanders were located, This place dDeing asbout
seventy five miles from the nearest town or railrosd snd acceasible
only by a trall, the homestcaders soon move out. w#hy this plece was
named Three Forks 1 never was able tc lesrn us koose Creex is the
ounly strean flowing into the Selway st this plaee, Prom this camp
we had to plek out our route through the mountains to the Montana
tate line, there being no trail on the route we had to take., GCur
intentions were to follow the main ridge between Bear (reek and Noose
Cresk %o Bear Creek FPess on the Idaho and Nontane Utate line where
I had instruetions to investigste an irrigetion projeet. In leaving
the Moose Creek osmp we asscended the point of a very steen ridge
five or six miles to the top. There we saw s band of eight elk
feeding Just anoross the head of s guleh and sbout two hundred yards
distant from us, snd nesr where we discovered a small lake in &
save-like depression 1n the hille. Ve stopped here for s short time
to sxamine the plase ae a prospective rangasr station dut found it
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lacked some of the essentials necessary for that purpose, e had
meds no srrangements to camp here, Intending to go on s few miles
further before camping for the day, but when we got back to our
ousfit, we discovered what looked to us like a very bad storm
eoming up from the west In the wake of a very strong wind, I
figured it would reaeh us withia a half hour, so I desided to put
up camp there, 1 asked Strite to dig a pit, start o fire and try
to bake us a eouple hannooks before the storm reached us, if
possible, while Kirelner and I put up the tent and got the outfit
under covsr. The ground where we put up the tent was rather sloping
80 by bedding down with our hesds up hill 1t did away with sny need
for pillows, HZveryons was working fast but Xirehmer and I had
barely gotten the tent up snd the outfit under cover when the storn
struck us. 3trite had his pit dug, a fire started snd the bannoeks
ope in eesch pan, and set up in the rim of tie pit for baking., The
rain 418 not oome down in drops but in sheets and the wind was s
young bhurricene, <f course, we sll got under covsr in the tent
and then hed to hold the flaps shut and the teat down to keep 1t
from going up like a balloom. At that time none of us thought of
supper bdut ir 15 or 20 minutes as the storm began to die ocut and
rivulets commeneed to run through under the tent, I ssked strite
to look outside and gee If our hannooks were baked, e stuck hils
head out turough the flaps of the tent, then turned back to us and
said: "Just look at ‘em.” We looked out wnd saw the pit full of
water and running over the rim with the two bennocks boting arocund
like oorks and trying to meke thelr getawey over the top. This
taused our supper to be delayed some, John and I had the laugh
.



of our lives while Strite wes making a speesh in suoh words as to
leave to the reader to guess et,

In poingz on next morning we followed the ridge 3 or 4 nmiles
where it beeans 8o rocky and covered with lerge boulders as to be
impassible for our horses znd foreed us to change our rute, In
leaving the ridge we hurnaavaouthAand soon came to & laks situsted
in & most beautiful park-like sountry with sonsidersble meadow lend,
dotted here and there with dpine fir timber. As this place proved
to be an ldesl epot for & renpger station, we ran sut the lines and
established one here, the next morning, meming it the Park lake
Ranger Station, the name deing changed lester tc Indien Lake Ranger
Station,

One who has never had the opportunity to see a wild moune
tainous eountry has missed something if he is & lover of nature,
The alpine fir tree is one of the nost bBeautiful trees, in my os~
timation, that naturs produces. They are evergreens with the
branches extending from the ground snd gradually tapering to eone
shaped tops 160 feet or mors in height. The breanches are so dense
a8 to make it impossible for the trunk to be seen from sny side,
At 8 distance they very smeh resemble ehuxwh7s§iroa. They prow
only in mountsin meadow land s0 fsr ae T have been able to ohserve,

On arising and eoming out of the tent the first morning &t
this osmp, I saw some large enimal seross = narrow point of the
lake, It seemed to be standing in the water near the shors line
with its hend toward shore. A satisfactory view of it oould not
be had from camp, s0 we all went down the shore to a places direstly
opposite and only about 400 feet from it, It 414 not seen to pay
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any stteantion to us and proved to be a large moose that was feeding
on a fringe of grass along the water's edge., ‘e watohed it a short
time and thought we would see how socary 1t might be, so we 2ll
started to Jump up end dowr snd yell like an Indian wer dance,

¥r, moose slowly turned his hesd towerds us and seensd to asy: "Co
to he--, you oan't peare me,” then slowly walked out of the lske
and into the brush quite unconecerned.

Faving finleled our work here we were up =&rly next mﬂ#miﬁg
for z stert to Besr Creek Fass, Just ae I got ocut of bed [ heard
2 thumping moise sounding like somsone coming with s horse. ILook-
ing out of the tent I saw a blz Hull alk with n magnificent set of
horns standine off sbout 100 yards looking st the tent snd now and
then stomping with his front feet and shoking hils bead, After
watehing him & few minutes we deslded to try the seue zug ms we
41¢ on the moose, wo we Jumped out of the tent and started the saue
war dance, bubt ¥r, elk was no moose for he 4id not show any appre-
siation for our serformzancge, neither did ke stop to thenx us for
the free exhibition glven in nis homor., Is whirled around so quliek
on his hingd feet thzt he stryuck s tree 4irectly Hehind him with
his head with such fores es to knook him teo his inees dbut soson got
on his feet again and if there ever was anythine In this world
that wanted to get out of sight in s hurry ¥r., elk was it.

On lesving this earr we deoclded to abandon the rldge alto-
gether and attempt to eut aercss eountry in the general dirsetion
of Beer Creek Pass and in Tollowing snotlier ridge ws were foreed
%0 camp that night =2t a place where hores feed wes & sCarse ar-
tiele, tMNow anyone used to traveling in the mountalnas will know
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how 41ffioult it is to hold hormes at & strange camp where the
horse feed lsz poor, idout the first thing they will attempt to do
is to beck track to the first good feed and ofter will not stop
there but continue on to thelr hous plage, 3J0 we thouéht by campe
ing right on top of the ridge =2nd on ths traill, as is, and by takigc
the horses some distsnce ahead on the route before turning thex
loose to plok the sosttering grass, we could hold them for the
right., e figured that 1f they tried to bvacik treck we oould easzily
hesar tle bells and stop them before they passed our csnmp. e 414
this and then arranged camp for the rigkt, One to gather the wood,
one to stixr up the bannoeks. 3Strite took & bueket snd shovel end
went down the hill to look for water, ¥ireinsr and I finished our
work snd sat down to welt for the water mso we esuld make cur coffee.
8trite came in soon with a bucket of liquid-looking stuff that needed
considerable investigetion before we decided that 1t would make a
pretty darn good cup of coffes without using eny ouffse in the
makings. we all slept tist night ss 1 the angels were protecting
us. Next morning while the ohlef cook wes preparinz broskfast the
other two took ropes =nd went out to got the horses., In zhout two
hours the hoys ecame iIn leading nothins on the ende of thelr roves.
They sald the cuties were hsek-trecking and wers now well on their
way., The horses had gone well down the side hill &nd sfter passing
owr ¢anup had coze baek on the trall snd on thelr way., <o John end
Charley had come to cewp Tor g snesck before continuing on tidr
pleasant trip, About 10 a.m. they came in leedlng the prodipsl
sons, They overtook therx about three miles back st ¢ bad windfell
whieh had caused us mmach troubls in getting through the day »afeore,
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We immedistely packed up and moved on.

Out on this ridge esome three or four miles we osms to the
"bresk-off” where tLe demcent was so steepr as to make it. very 4iffi-
oult for us to get our horses down to the stream. From the size
of the oreek I sssumed it to be Hear Creek. This lster proved to
be trues, There had &b one tims been o good trail up this greekx but
at this time we found it well blocked with windfalls, However, we
were able to make Jear Crse: Fass rather late that night snd found
1t %0 be a fine camping place,

Next morning in looking around I discovered e newly dug diteh
whieh emptied into Lost Horse Creek on the Hontana slde of the State
line, 1In following up this diteh I founmd 1t led baok asross the
State line inte Idsho and along the side of the divide to = leke inm
Idaho, The water from this lske was taken down Lost Horse Creek
to irrigate a new orehard traet in the Hitter Root Valley, This
then was the projest I was to investigate,

The eontention was this: If the preomoters of the orehard
traots 414 not have a permit from the 5State of Idaho for this water,
they were appropristing this water {llegelly. Not finding snyone
at the pmss connected with the sompany, we went on down Lost Horse
Creek to the Valley. Before the Valley proper was reached we passed
through the orehard trsct., It lay asround the mouth of the Creek
well up on the slope or rim of the Bitter iicot Valley. e passed
direetly through it on our way to Bamiltom, Nontena, only a few
miles from the orehard trsct, and where the company office was
looated, In passing through this orcherd traet I took partieuler
painaz to note Just where the value of it might he as there was no
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s0il, vegetiables, vegetation or frult trees to be seen anywhere on
the route through it, nothing but a gravel bed, Later Hamlltonions
informed me that the promoters were selling these tracts sight un.
sesn to their eastern friends, I oconcluded thet th:ie was the only
way they eould be s0ld or even given eway. IHamilton at this tine
was & town of perhaps ons thousand inhabitants and the only indus-
t+ry I observed was farming whleh Insluded the whole valley. The
s0ll in the wvalley proper 1s rich but without suffieient water for
irrigation purposes it's a dud so far sas growing orops 1s conocerned,
#e passed many farms on cur way down the valley where the erops
were entirely burned up, while there were others thet had the finest
of growing erops. The reason for this was the amount of water

agcessible for each place,

The lady attendant informed me that tLie Fresident was very busy

snd $o have a seat, This meking it appear that business was drisk,
was an old joke to me., In sbout a half hour I was presented to the
official who was as affable as & map expsoting to 4o ten thousand
dollers wort: of business with a client, but after I stated my
objeet in calling his gled smlile dlsappesred altogether end all I
was able to get out of him was: *I mee, I see.” I got no inforaa-~
tion whatever that 41d me any good, so I reported the results of
my sfforts to my supervisor., Later I learned thst the matter had
been adjusted in a way satisfaetory to all.

I mey here state tiat the Bupervisor of any Forest leserwve
hes Jurisdiction over all things, or business matters withln the
boundaries of his Forest, while the Distriet Forester has the sane
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authority but eovering ell the Jjorests within his Distriot, whish
may inelude several States,

My next work wes to be et Blg Sand Lake on the Idaho slde of
the State line, In order to reach this leke we hsd to travel down
the Bitter koot Vallev to tl.e mouth of Blodgett Greek and follow
up this Creex to {its Lesd, go through Blodgett Pasas to Big Zand
Lake some two or three miles from the pass, e wers informed be-
fore leaving the walley that the trall up Blodgett Creex waa'not
open to travel with horses, as it had not been cut out for years,
but 28 it was the only route to the lake from the valley we had to
make the sttempt, The trall was fuirly open for several miles to
where tie ereck bed narrowed up to & width of 25 or 3¢ feet with
perpandicular ¢liffs on eas: side, Heres some water spout had fornmed
8 4drifs plle from eliff to ¢liff and ebout B0 feet high. Ve left
the horses and went to lnvestigste the cuances of gatiing by, e
found it ismpossidle to get around so I ¢limbed on top of 1t and
desided that the only way %0 get by was to "go over the top.” As
this was to be quite a Job we had to camp there, snd taklng our
axes and sawe we went to work. We first had to out a way over the
top then bulld up on both sides with drift wood and ohink up the
holes, After this work was done we were able to pass over it
next morning without any trouble and continue on our way feseling
quite gay over the success in oversuning our flirst hard obstacle,
Howsver, this funny feeling soon passed away as within 2 few miles
of our last scene of trouble we ¢ane to another 4Arift siles slmost
identionl cliffe, size of d4rift, and everything end sgein we had
to eaup to do the work, <e used the sene method 2z hefore snd
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built e bridge over the drift for a passage way for the Lorses
and were again on the way next moranlng,

“e followed the (reek to its extrerme hosd whioh lay in &
deep besin surrounded by z rim so stesp as to be 1m@oaaibla any-
where within our saight for horses to pass over, e knew at onge
that we had missed Slodgett Fass somewhere back of us., e left
our horses stend im the basin and pleked our way up to the top of
the rim to look sround, e saw lots of signs of mountaln gosats
and sheep but no Big Ssnd Lake im sight. In coming back down the
basin looking for ths pass we met 13 elk, In the lead was a large
bull with a magnificent set of horms. In coming back along the
trail sbout five hundred yards we found a very dim trsil lesding
off in the right direction =znd by following this s short way we
could see the pass. There were steps cut in the steepest places
for horses to anablavthn& to hold their footing in making the elimb,
Before these steps were made 1t is well known that trappers and old
mountein men had "lined” their horses over this pass, e made our
wey over the pess snd in a few miles e¢ame to the lake where we
camped trat night,

5ig Send Lace is perhaps balf = mile long and = quarter
mile wide and was teeming with trout et this time, 4 dense stand of
green timber surrounded it, My business here was to survey out the
houndaries of a twenty aere tract for some lady in Montane who
wished to lemse it for & summer resort. hile here we had visitors
who were ocamped at the other snd of the lake., Cne of them was
Ranger feholt of the Selway Forest, one was L. -, fenn, son of
our Supervisor, the other geutleman I did not regognige at onee
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but in being introduced he spoke up st once and said: "vhy, I know
¥r., Thenon, I met him out at Eooskia about & month age.,” This sur-
prised me somewhat, but as I gave him &2 closer serutiny J r=adlly
recognized hlu as Frof, Zhattuek of the University of ldaho at
Mowmeow, Idaho, .hen I met hizm in EKooskia he wss fresh from the
College while hers after he h@é mwade ¢ 3 or ¢ weeks hlke through
the brush snd tlmber without s valet, seamstress, or shave he wes
muck changed in appearences snd that is what caused my ignersnce,
If the Frofessor should ever agee this, I deg of himx to excuss ne,
The irofessor and Mr, Fenn were out on detail work =s "bugologists*
or in other words, were hunting bugs, worms, microdbes, beetles,
flees, or what 1z it that has been destroying timber in rlaces
throughout the forest, They were also taking samples of the 41f-
ferent tinbers for testing purposes to find what eseh kind is hest
adapted for,

Heaving finished mwy work hers we bagk—tracked to the 3itter
Root Valley, this being the best route to our next place of work
which was to be at Faokers Meadows, or perhaps better known as lLole
Pass situated on the divide hetwesn Idaho and Nontenas and nt the head
of lLole Oreex, Thls trip took us further down the Valley to the town
of Lolo or Lolo Station on the branelh rallroad running up the wvalley
to Darby. 'There was s good wagon road lesding up Lolo Creek about 12
or 14 niles from the station to & Hot Springs where a hotel, swimming
pool and a few other bulldings were. On our arrival st tils place
I stopped a few minutes to study the merits of tlie plece 28 & summer
resort, sfter making = close observation I wondersed why this would
attract much patronege but as 1 looked around and saw & man
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in the swimuing pool just having ome hil ariocus time with his bathing
suit pulled on over his other clothing I knew that this was the place
to come to when you wanted to meke yourself sn eligible Tor the Gold
Cure Hospitel.

Just =s we were about to leave here I saw soneone coming up
the romd driving &« span of horses hooked to & Duckdboard, «hen he
caxe up to us he inguired for three men that had left Lolo =Htation
that day and had come up this way, I told him that I guessed we
were the fellows he was looking for. EKe then introduced himself aa
We B, Oreaelsy of the District Office and said that he had wired our
supervisor for sny help he could spare for use on & large fire ixn
the 3t, Jos Porest snd Mr, Femn sald that he hed three men somewhere
in the Litter Root Valley and 1f he oould plek us up he could use us,
#e mssured him "outwardly” that we would be very glsd to help him,
but "inwerdly” we thought something else, I redgeived guite a lot
of my edusstion around forsst fires and never yet have I fallen in
love with one, Ur, GCreeley instructed us to return to lLole 3tatlon,
leave our horses somewhere in pasture, take the norning train to
KEissoula, snd come to the Offiee where we would recelve further
orders. |

e all returned to lolo Ztation. Being rather late when we
got there to look for pesturage we bvegun digging into our packs for
our supper and we head 2 most elaborated meal from a bucket of eold
beans that we had packed esround with us for a few days., Supper over
we hunted up a livery stable to put our horses in for the night.
when unpacking I ssked the proprietor if cur pseks would be safe in
the barn over night, e assured me that they certalinly would and to
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Just pile thes outfit in an empty stall, which we 414 and then took
our bedding and went out to look for s bded-ground, Next morning
while Charley and John went out to look for pasture I went hunting
a place to store our ocutfit for the time we might de at the fire,
In about an hour we were all back ut the barn, ¥ith errands all
done we were ready for hraakfact. In going through the ocutfit for
the peck that contsined the most of our grub I failed to find it,

I called this to the attention of Charley mnd Johm, After making =
eareful hunt around the barn without finding it we had to conolude
that it had heen stolen, “hiek it had been. e missed that parti-
sular pack sack &s well as our “reskfast s whole darn lot as every-
thing we needed sesued to have been in that pack saek., Of course,
when it was miszed we had a fair sized "set-to" with the proprietor,
but this wes tisze wested as =ll he would say was: "Look aroumd, you
might £ind 1t.,” e looked up an offieer, constsbls, marshal, or
something and all he xald was: "look around, you might find 1t,”

It just seexed to me that they Doth were well drilled in what to say
about it when we voleced our troudble, The pask sontained my survey-
ing outfit, compass and chaln which were guite valuable and for whieh
I waa held responsible., It rlso put me in a dilemms for doing any
more of the work I was sent out from Xooskia to do., The pmok saek
also eontained our dacon, sugar, riece and several cauns of milk, also
8 new sult of underwesr, shirt and socks Just bought and still in
the original wrapper, But other plessures were on the way whieh
caused me to forget this., Just before trals tizme 1 went over to

the barn and goached the proprietor up a little more on his history
espeslislly on bhis sncestors, This helped me some dut not enough.

2 Lo



We arrived at Llassoula that efternoon snd I Treported at once
at the Distriet Office where I found ¥r. Greeley snd hies assistant,
& Mr, Sileox. 'The District Forester informed me that I was waented
to teke oharge of about 40 men tiet they had gathered ﬁp around town
and take thex out to a station on the Lilwesukee railroad called
Adair., He asked me to oall at the office about 7 pem. that svening
and he would go to the depot with me to arrange for the transports-
tion of the orew whbich he had slready instructed to be st the depot
at trein time, later on herein it will be presumed thet the erew
hed many friends at Kissouls whose business seemed to De in Spokane
“ashington., At the appointed time we wers all at the depot and the
first thing ¥r, Greeley 434 was to eall all the men up in s bunech
80 thet he oould gount thewm, There were 48 of thes, He told them
to atay there until we came baok, e then went into the tlcket
office and xr, Greeley got 48 tickets and & pass for me and my 2
pels, “hen he hended me the pass he saeld thst it was mede out in
hi{s neme (W.B. Greelesy) but it would be all right for me to uss on
any reilroed in the 3tate, The train soon errived and as soon eas
the sonduetor csms down the steps Mr, Greeley stepped up and ex-
pluined to him that he had 46 men there, polamting to the buneh,
who were going to Adaiyr to fight the forest fire, and gave him 46
tickets for thelr fare, Then turning to the men he sald: "0,.K. boys
get on." The men were all in the ecach before the condustor got
through counting the tickets, Mr, Oreeley did not give each man
his ticket bescause his experience told him thst if he d4id this
seversl of them would sneax baok up town snd trade the ticket off
for something more to thelir liking.

After the traln got well under way the condustor came in
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from the ooaoch shead., 1 was seated In the back end of the car
where I eould observe all thet was taking place in the cer, I
heard the conduetor talking very loud and could see tnap he was
baving & fuss with ti.e men but 414 not know &t thot moment Just
what it was all about, As le moved down the alsle nesrer to where
1 sat 1 heard nhim demand two of the boys tickets or its equivalent
and told them they would be put off the train et the next stop irf
they 414 not gome through and finally ssked them: "iWhere iz that
darn boss who seems $0 have gliarge of everyone on this trein?
where 1s he?" Une of the men nearby knew ne by sight and pointed
me out, The two men 1n the seat directly behind Just st this time
poked me with their fingers and ssid; "Ssy buddy, when he gets up
here you tell him that we belong to your erew, 1ill You?" I turned
to ther with & sulle and asked: “"Well, don't yout" They quiekly
sald: "Sure and vou kpow 1t," und sdded, “vWe are trying to meke
Spokane mnd you know how it 1s." The conductor glared around e
woment and striding up to me demended: "Are you the man in cherge
of these de-- fire fighters:” (I will here stuate thet never bhefore
or since Lave 1 ever heard a sonductor swear and curse at nis pas-
sengers,) 1 told hin that I was, He then ssked: "How many men do
you ¢laim to have on this trein’® 1 seld "46 men." He saild: "The
hell you say, Thers are 585 men right now riding on this traln thet
slaim to belong to your crew, How about it?” Then he demended the
fare for those ext¥e men., shen I sald that there wes nothing doing
he sommenoced gestioculating lm sueh & rage that I thought he might
bAfLf me one alde of the head, so 1 took out my pass to show him
that we three, st lesst, had = right to ride on his train, I
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thought that he weas going to tear it Into bits but instead he looked
1t over but with so mush blood in his eye I don't believe he ocould
see to read it, Trowever, he tore off s nieee or punched it or
something I do nnt Just remerber what it was and hended it daek with
the remardk: ".inother dsrn fake," Then turned to the two wen di-
rectly behlnd ze end demended their tieckets. They pointed to me
snd sald they belonged to my erew, Jell, it wes resl Tunny, the
phantom-like exhibition he went through =t ttis polnt, It gave us
the time of our lives, le then turned to me asnd asked: "Are thess
two men golng?" I said thet I thought they were, it that he took
me by the sleeve and said: "You come with me through thie train and
polut sut to me everyone of those men you clesim as belonging to your
orew, Iio one is going to pley me for s sucker and every msn that
ia trying to put one over on me is going to be thrown off st the
next stop,” 1 tried to explain to him that I positively could not
identify ons of those 46 men giving him the ¢lroumstances of how
I happened to be in oharge of them, At that he turned on his hesl,
went out the bhack end of the oar for all the world iiks a man going
for 2 gun, 1 414 not learn jJust what his religion was but it was
very evident that he wes no descon Iin anyone's chureh, (211 this
trouble was cazumsed by his sllowing these men to get on the train
without glving them » eonduetor’s sheek and therefors, ns the trein
moved on, he Lrd no wey of krowing Just who had e right to ride
and whe had net,) During the balanes of the trip we had no further
exbibition frox the conductor,

on arriving at idalr 2% 2 p.m. in the morning where a Forest

Ranger wes to meet and sntertain us, we got off at a place where
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& heavy excavation for the rallrosd wae made, The embankment was
all rock and very steep for 20 feet down to the natural slope of the
hillside. 1t was very dark at thls hour and all the light in sight
seemed to be s lantern bobbing around further up the traek and a dim
light ahout 200 feet down the hillside which might ocowe from some
building, I paid no attention to the orew but Johm and I made ocur
way up along the trac: to the lantera, A men was exsamining a lot
of freight and bedding strewn mlong the track that had been thrown
off the trein, There wes no depot or any other bdbuilding here to be
used 58 s station snd I wondered why this place was given & name,
The man with the lantern happened to be the ranger, a Ur,
fuleki. 1 gave him all the informetion 1 thought it necessary for
bim to know and asked him wher@ to bed down the men, He waved hls
hand around snd seld: "Just anywhere. The eaunzry'ia ﬁil vaogsnt, "
1 sized this ranger up & minute so I would recognize hin ﬁh@ﬂ I
saw him egain, then John and I got our blankeis by thﬁ sid of the
lantern and picked our way down over the esbankment to the natural
slope of the hill where we both started to feel around with our
hands znd feet looking for & place on the alapﬁ'larso snd smooth
snough to lay down on without laying seross the roeoks and as nothing
like this eculd be found we sat down on s roek and waited for day-
light and then pleked our way down through the bhoulders to the
building of the dim light, Ue found it to be a boarding house for a
erew of men who were constructing a railrosd tunnel (Taft Tunnel) to
{mprove the road at that polint, There were also a few shaeks
sosttered arcund ceoupled by ledy gold diggers who were making thelr
living off the tunnel gang, «#e 2ll hed breakfeet at the boarding
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house where I was able to olieck up on the number of my crew and found
that 38 of them got off the train there which waz gonsidered pretty
good, \

1 have often wondered if those men staylng on the train were
able to work the conduetor sll the way into Spekane by clalming to
belong to my orew, but from the expression on the man's fage when
1 lest sew him I would say thst he wes unworkable,

Breakfast over, Renger Iulask! invited us all to pask the
freight snd camp outfit, put off the train the night before, one
fourth mile up the hill to & small level spot Jjust large enough to
establish a fire camp near the fire line, John was ment to amother
Samp near a auartz mine (The lonitor) and Cherley =nd I worked on
the fire line here o few days,

Une morning Pulaskl looked me up znd sald that 1 was to take
oharge of a crew soming up the Ht, Joe River from Avery with a pack
train. Avery is = small town being on Sie other side of the divide
snd it would be severasl miless from here to where the cany was %o be
looated, I hed Charley g0 with me snd we followed the gulde up &
ereek, without & trail, to its head and over the divide to the head
of another eoreek whiel the gulde seld was the campiﬁg place, 1
noted at once thet thie wes no place for & fire camp if safety was
sonsidered, being on the east side of the fire with 21l high winds
usually coming from the west, However, ag we hLad no eholce in the
matter Just then we had to meke the best of 1t. The gulde left to
return to hie ecamp snd we took our shovel and ax and cleared off
some ground for the cemp, dug a weter hole in the ereexk where only
a trickle of water was in evidenoce,

The paok train was to be here by 2 o'slock bhut 1t was now
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3 o'elook with no sign of them yet, I declided to go down the trail
towards the river to meet them thinking that perhaps they may not
heve heen fully informed as to Just where 1o camp., Down the trail
shout 3 miles I saw & man coming up on foot, hen we met I found
1t %o be our Distriet Forester lir, Oresley. He seemed much pleased
%o meet me and as:ed me how I ocame to be 1n that locallity., I ex-
plained the reason and told him the camping place hed been selacted
and made ready and I had ceme down the trall to meet the outfit,

He said thet the paek train wes sbout one mile back of him, that he
had eoms up on foot from Avery shead of them for tLhe very rurpose
of establishing their camp s=nd there being no ssddle horse avell-
eble ut ivery he was forced to mske it om foot, KHe sat down on a
rook remarking thet he was in grest luck by meeting me there ss it
would esave hlm three miles e¢llmd end baeck s he had to be In Avery
egain thet night, which wes a twelve mlle hike from here. .ihile we
were tslling here he took » knep seck from off his daok, dug out
half a loaf of dbread =znd s husk of chzese and commenced eating,
offering me gome, As I observed him setting there munching on bread
and cheese, my opinion echanged somewhst of the so-cslled white
collared ducks sometimee &t the head of CGovernment Departments, For
here was a man, = real he men, whoe was not slde stepping any hard-
ships in meking good the administration of hls department, Ur,
Greeley is & very five man snd is well liked by all wieo know him,
(4% this time, 25 years lster, ke is Chler Forester for the North
Jest Lumbering Assosclation with heedquarters at Seattle, ashington,)
Mr, Greeley soon left for his hike baek to Avery snd I led the pack
train up to the eammp ground,

Kext morning after 1 had the men soattered out on the fire
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line on each side of eamp, I toek a long hlke_aleng the lines on
both sides of camp to hetter get the situation in hand, I found
that the fire line within two miles of oamp at esoh slde hal exten-
ded well past ceamp, leaving the camp situasted in rether a creseent
of the fire lines, This, of course, worried me oconsiderably as s
great desl of the standing timber wad dead snd oaused the fire to
often jump the fire ling treneh work,
Une morning a» few daye later 1 had Charley take charge of
the men as I was going down to a ranger station about 12 miles away
on the :t, Joe itiver to phone Avery for s pasex traln to move our
samp to & safer plaee, Arriving st the station I took down the re-
eeiver snd at once leard soweons say: "sho is 187" before I ocould
say wore than my name they out in with: "You're just the man we
beve besn trying to get in touch with, You are wanted at the
Missoula office just as soon as you cen get there, They cre having
bad rires over on your Forest and your Supervisor wants you over
there. You will be further instruoted when you get to ilssoula,"
I then informed him of my business in calling him up, telling him
of the danger the cemp was in end that the semp should b@lwovud at
once o a point nearer the river, He promised to sené up a pask
train jJust as soon s one wse available and for me %o go baeok %o

eamp, put who I thought was the best msn there in charge of the men
and then go onr in tc the Distriet Cfflce,

It was darsx when 1 got baex to oamp, I gave Charley the
news ol our ¢hange in the work s«nd next morning I selected two men
to tuke eharge of the ommp each to taxe part of the corew and trenech
the fire line both ways from oamp, euad to cut down all stumps and
standing dead timber withiz reaeh of the riré line end to bo sure to
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keep this part of the fire line completely killed out until the
burned over ares inside of the firs line had burned ocut and was
ecoled off enough to ensbls them to move ocaump over the fire line on
the burned out ground, and If the pack train 41d not srrive by that
time to move the oamy over by hand, This was all I ecould do for
thelr safety in case of 2 had wind sterting up.

In the mesntime Cherley had rolled cur dlankets, subt up &
luneh for eaeh ané we were on our way,., I may hers state that during
a high wind storm a few days later thers wers several men burned up
at this Tire & few miles frox the csmp we were now leaving, slse two
men were Tound ir a short prospector’s tumnel who were suffocated by
the heet end smoke ecaused by this wind,

ie pleked our way eross country to the Jonitor Eine Intending
to get John there and take him =ith us, dut 2 men thers ssid John
hed beeove wvervy slck and thought he needed to be operated on, =and
that he had gons to Yissouls, 4 good wagon road led down fron the
Konitor jine to Saltese, » amsll town on another brﬁnah of the reil-
rond, e followed this rosd for paerhaps ¥ miles to the statien., On
the way down to the statior I remarked to Charley thst it seemed
very strange to me that John should bepone slek so suddenly, ss I
had known him for twenty years and hed never known of his belng
off his fesd even for one mesl, Charlsy snswered by saving: *I
don't believe John was ¢ darn bit sicker at his canpy than we were
at oure snd we didn't need sny opernstlion either.”

We pot to Zaltese at 7 p.m., inguired the price of supper
which wae 38¢ each, pooled our resourees and found that we had one
dollar and twenty certas, got our supper and found thet our train
was dus at £ e.m. in the morning., As we w«fc afrald to bed down
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for fear of missing the train we decided to sit up for it, On being
dirested to the depot ws strolled up there to walt for the train,
The depot was 2n old box ear, There were no lights in evidence any-
where exoept down town., ¢ sat down st the end of the station
meditating on the heppy 1life of s fire [lguter,

about 10 o'clock we heard someocns Goming up the path, He
was trying to sing, He ran fairly into us., He had a plstol in one
hend and waved 1t befores my fmee and demended fifty cents, 1 be-
lieve that 17 I had had it 1 would have given it to him, but not
having it 1 had to 8o state, This 414 not seen to affect him in
the lesst 88 hs turned to Gharley menadingly with the sane reguest
and I expectad to ses soue trouble now, However, he took Charley's
answer Just as agreeably us hs hed mine snd walked off im the darx
sround the station., Hoon obher jecple bagan $o appesr and we could
heur the fellow making the sene reguest and saying that he wes golng
to the next town and wanted fifty cents to pay his fare and was
going to get it. le must have elthor gotten it or run Into sone
hard luck =5 we 4id not see or hear of Lim asualn,

Around P ea.m, the train came along end we got golng agaln.
“hen the eonduetor ueme along I handed him my psse. Le looked 1t
over carefully then looked at me with rather sn amused smile and
agked: "ire you . H. Greeleys” well, thls sosewbst etumped me and
put me in doubt es to Just how I hLed better enswer hiw, I thought
thet 4f I seid no he might put we as well ee Charley off, and if I
snid yes he would kxnow that I was lylmg snd put us both off snyway,
I eoncluded to ey George Jeshington nnd geve him sll the pertleu-
leps in the cass, je doectored the pess, handed it bacs with a
sulle end mavad&onA good fellow 1 thought. ‘ﬁoulén‘t you?
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At the Distriet (ffiee I found ir, Sileox in charge, ir.
Greeley being out on the fire line somewhere. Mr. Sileox ordered
me to take the first train going up the Bitter Root Valley to the
Lolo Stetion, gather up our horses and outfit, get them into & box
gar he would have the down-coming freight spot for us and early
the next morning we would be taken up to Hamilton, theredby saving
a dey’s time In travel, Ee sald there was a pack train with 45 men
leaving Darby this morning going in ower lost Horse pass to a fire
on koome Oreek, and these men kad no one in charge, that I was to
overteke them before they reached the {ire and have charge of them
snd that the guide with the pack train informed him that he would
reach the fire from Derdy in two dayes. 1 sald: "Mr, Sileox, I came
through on this same route a short time ago and it will be impos~
sible for this gulde to resch the fire in two days from Darby.” He
waved ny argument aside by saying: "This gulde is an old trapper and
he knows Ywhat he is talking about, and he knowe the country.” vell
as ny fish were too small to fry in his pan I let it go st that, |
I ssked him sbout John. e said he knew nothing sbout him,

I left with Charley for Lolo Station that sfterncon and about
the first thing we saw on arrivel there was John sitting on the
platform in front of the atore and upon recognizing us the smile on
his face wae a first prisze winner,

I went to the depot to ses the mgent sbout the box e¢ar, e
sald it would be ready in the morning. John had slready visited the
horses and reported them to be OK. John being the only ocapitaliet
among us he bought » few days grud snd we ate lunch and retired for
the night, - hen I left fooakis on thils trip I did not expect to
have any need for funde until 1 returned, ua'I 4id not tske any with
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In the morning we had some trouble in getting the horses into
the car as there was no stosk yard or chute at this pluce, so we had
to build up ome to get our stock in the caer, This was done and the
outfit in the ca® by the time the train came along. #We all got in
and were taken to Hamiltorn and our esr spotted at the chute st the
stock yard whers we unloeded snd started to pack up to continue on.
Being yet early in the dey we intended %o go on at once. A man was
fussing around there snd when he saw us packing up he osme over to
us and wanted to know what we intended to do, I gsve him the neces-
sary explanation und told him we intended to go on at once, He
informed ms that he was there to see that none of the stock or out-
it was taken ocut of the stoek yard until the trensportation charges
were pald. I ecould say nothing for a minute, Just stared at him, for
again our eream pie was made of sour milk., He seld that I must go
%o the agent snd settle all charges before I could take the outfit,
I told the boys that thers was some misteke about this, that I would
g0 up to the depot and see about it, and for them to stay there aand
watoh that man, polinting at the fellow, to ses that he did not
steal the horses while 1 was gons.

A% the station the agent said that the bill for the box ear
had not been pald and that he had orders to hold the stuff until 1t
was peid., As he did not sees to be meking sny use of my explans-
tion I left him and went out looking for & phone offlee, Then I
ssked the lady in charge if the Forest Serviee had an amecount with
them. B5She sald yes, so I asked to be somnected with the District
offiee, Soon someons sald: “"Helle, who is 117" I seid I wanted to
talk %o ¥Er, B5ileox. In » moment somsone asked: "hat is 1t?" I
gave him my name and wanted to know Just why he had gotten me ell
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balled up down here. He sald: "“What? What 1s the matter with you?
Why sren't you on your way?" I was delighted to tell him that he
had us hung up down here like a bBunch of thieves, that the agent
$014 me the transportation on that box sar hed not boan‘yaid and our
outfit would be held here in the cattle pens until it was paid, He
seened much surprised at this and said: "You go right baocz to that
agent and tsll him to relesse that stoex at once,” I went back to
the agent and reported this messsge., The sgent sald: "You go right
baok ond tell that fellow thet I em running this office and the
stuff is going to stay right where it is until the charges are peid.”
S0 baei to the phone office I went and reported what the egent ssid,
The Distriot Cffice ordered me %o go and tell that agent that that
bill would be paid, to let me have that stook so I oould be on ny
way, and they then oriticized me for leafing around Hemilton wso
long.

By this time I was getting prettv tired, it deing s quarter
mile between the phone offiee and the depot, and I thought it a good
fdea to ¢all for one of my assistants to come and help me a while,
However, I went baok to the depot and found it c¢losed up for the
night. 1 went baeck to the stook yard and rsported tie pleasant
results of my work., fe sat down on our packs and lunched on our
eraockers and cheese, 1 asked John if he had money enough to pay
the freight bill whiahltha agent sald was twenty-one dollers, so
we could at least get out of Hamilton, He sald he hed dut 414 not
like to do it for fear of having trouble in getting baek the refund.
So we commensed figuring on our bed-ground. It wasa't 50 plessany
inelde the stook yard so I sald let's take our blankets and olimd
over the fence and find s place outside, Une of them spoke up and
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said that fellow is still hanging around here, and If he saw us he
might have us arrested for stesling and throw us in the detsiner for
ten days, so we bedded down inside for the night,

Next morning dright and eerly I was at the dopat‘but the agent
had not yet arrived, I smet down on the platform nnd waited, and in
sbout an hour he came along. I told him that the sharges were paild
snd I wanted a release for my outfit, He asked: "Where 4o you get
this - the gharges palds™ I said:‘“That was the last report from
#issouls last night,” He seid he had not hsard adout it but would
find out right away., lie wired the agent at iissouls snd sot & re-
turn at ones that the bill had been settled, and aguin I was on the
waY .

1 hustled back to the oublfit and we were soon on our route
to Lost Horse Pass, The distanee from Hamilton or Darby to the
mouth of Lost Horse {reek were about the mane., The trell up this
oresk by taxing the right hand forxk, led through Lost Horse Iass,.
This was the route the pack traln was on thet I was to overtake,

#e had been delayed ome day at Hamilton, ‘e could heve made detier
time hed wo left Lolo on foot and led our horses, The pack train
ahead made n trall plain ts follow, Ve camped a few miles beyond
the pass that nlght.

In the morning we went on and st noon as we stopped for
lunech we saw a bunch of wman coming slong the treil in front of us,
They stopped and gathered sround us, There wers perhaps 18 or 20
of them, They sald that they had left Darby, with the orew ahead,
two mornings before snd that the gulde had lost hils way and had lost
e day's time before he got baok on the trall ageln thls moming, that
they had decided that thay haé all the fire fightling they wanted
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and were on their way back to Darby. They ssid they hed all left
Darby on foot and each had hed & tool to pack, saws, axes, shovels
snd grub hoes. I notieed none of them were pasking enything bhere
not even a lunch as they ate up the grud we had before they went
on., The tools these men had been packing turned up missing later,

That night we oaught uy with the paek train, three days
after tiey had left Darby and two deys sfter we had left Hamilton
snd we were still & dey's travel from the fire,

4t the Three Forks Ranger Station, next day, I metl rRanger
Loue Fitting who was to take us to s e¢smping place ebout elight miles
up Zest Koose Creek nesr the fire line, I had been up this ereek
before and knowing there would be #c horse feed near where we might
eamp, Charley, Johmn and I thought it best to leave our horses
around the station, which wes e gravelly flat of 30 or 40 aores.
4B rengers’' horses had been feeding sround there all sumser 1t was
guite barren of grass, sc we decided to taxe thew Jdown Lhe ereex a
mile or two where there was o swampy slough snd then welk the elght
miles to the cemp., As Louie Fittinmg iuntended to oome back from
the gamp next mm\mg he took his paek and saddle horssswith him,

Pitting snd I left the station well shead of the pack irain
to have time t0o seleect the caup slte before the train arrived, A%
a distanee of about elght miles the trall left tle ores: and led |
up the hill about one mile, here we found the fire line and nearby
was 8 very smell spring of water, Fittlng thought it e good place
to eamp as it would be handy to work from camp., I looked around
some bub 4ld not like the eamp site and not knowing the conditions
of the firs lines I declded to go back down to the oree: and stop

-1



the outfit then for the night and hold the pack train long enough
to enable me to look around in the morning for a more sultable
plaee if one could be found, ¥e got down to the ereek in time to
stop the train there snd proceeded to mske camp, Zveryone got
busy. I was putting up my Sent and giving the plece an inspection
and found it to be m very large cedar flat with a heavy growth of
large gree: cedar tress, The smoke was 80 dense in this loeality
as to make it impossible to discover a fire until one wes practi-
cally on the fire line, The apreading crowns of these large cedars
were so dense as to ¢lose up sny view of the sky overheed,

Atter getting my tent up, in looking around 1 missed the pack
train, as they had grain with them for the horses I supposed they
were to he with us over night and rituru‘autaida in the meraning,

I asked about them and one of the men who bed helped them unpack
spoke up and said one of the packers told hiwm that back three or
four miles along the trail they hed heard a fire eracking up on
the side of ths hill, snd they intended to pull back out of there
at onee, vell, this was something elee again,

1 started at once to g baek down the trall to investigate
the report. MNr, Fitting had left his horees at & smsll slough baok
down the trall aund he went slong. e traveled down the trail about
three miles, well back of where his horses were, keeping s sharp
look out but found no signs of any fire, and I coneluded that the
packer had heard e bear or slk moving around in the brush,

In going back to camp Fltting deeided to lead his horses
along and tie them up for the night s0 as to have them handy for
his return trip in the morning. On our way bask to camp iz began
$0 get deark and within perhaps a guarter wmile from camp it hecame
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so dark that we eould no longer see the treil., e stopped and I
11t a mateh to look at my wateh, It was & o'clogk p.m, n?d neither
one had ever known of anything like this ever to happen before,

ie sonsulted each other for the raaéan. #hile the smoke was very
dense and the overhead orown heavy, we could not believe that this
was the sole cause of itas bue@ning piteh dark at this time of day.
#hile there may hsve bHeen a total eclipse of the sun at this time,
we never 4id learn for certain the causs of this phenomena.

We oalled out from here to ses if we oculd be hesrd at camp.
Someone there 4id hear ws snd we oslled for a palouser (s homes made
flash light made by inserting = eamndle through s hole mede in the |
side of a lard dusket with the bail hooked through the rim at the
top and bhottom for a handle) We 414 not know if they unﬁtrtto&d
us or mot, dut as they could not find us without a palouser they
scon same and led us into cemp., Here, everyone who was doing mny-
thing was using a candle, The sook and helper were having diffi-
culties in getting our supper, Fitting tied hLls horses st the edge
of the ereek. ihen the oall "Come and get it" was heard, we each
got 2 tin oup sand plate and helped himself, pay and take it styls,
and sat on the ground to esat,

There were thirty men st thls camp., Soon efter supper the
. men began to retirs, all dbut ﬁyualf. Being one of thomse persons
; who use the bed extensivély a8 a plase whers lots of time can be
spent in thinking over one's troubles, I bedded down at 10 o'clock
dut 414 not @0 to slesp. A short time thereafter 1 heard some-
thing dropping on the tent and bhelieving it to be raln drops I
Jumped up end went outside to see, I turned up my face but not
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feeling anything I spresd out my hands but gtill ecould feel no ruin,
I reentered the tent snd lay down again 2nd soon heard what I
thanght was & shower of rain, On going outside the tent sgain I
discovered thet there was a strong wind blowing through ihu tree
tops and needles snd refuss from the tree tops were dropping on

the tent, I niﬂ: "Dasm, why eouldn't it just as well he rain,"
want in and lay down again,

Hot long after this 1 heard someone just outside my tent
calling, "B4.," I recognized the wice as Loule Fitting's., I
sald; "Hello, what's the matter”i? He said:s "Come ocut here, I
Just savw & star fall on the hillside across the creek and it has
started a fire.,” I was outside at once snd sure enough he pointed
out & small fire starting well up on the hill socross the oreek from
our oamp, I knew it was out of reascn to think s star could have
set this fire and in looking aroumd to the west, the direction the
gale of wind wes coming from, I saw the sky aglew with piak soleor
spread scross a width of several miles., I knew at onoe all about
Fitting's star spd where it sanme frem,.

The fire was soming at ¢ high rate of speed., Already it was
beginning to throw shadows in our esmp and we sertainly wers right
in the middle of its path,.

I arcused the men st onee and rsn out a few steps to the
oresk to see what the chenses were for us there, I found the ereek
to be 8ix to eight inches deep and about eight fest eacross with a
strip of sand six feet wide whioh had been strewn aleong its edge
by a sharp turn in the oresk., 4 4drift pile eight feet high and
twalve feet long was at the upper point of this strip of sand.

«30-



I ran back to the men who were all up by this time and upen
seeing what was about o happen some of tham weore begliuning to ery
and take on pretty dad, while others were as ecol and aaflu as 1if
this was an every day ocoourreage, and these were the men who were
10 be 80 velusble to me that night end who followed out my every
order throughout the nighs,.

I ordered the men to move everything out on the strip of
sand and plle it wp in one pile., Some of them were so exeited they
eould do nothing snd wanted to try to make their getsway shead of
the fire, I knew this was an impossible thing to 0. I got up on
a log snd ocalled sll the men'’s attention to me long enough to advise
them not to leave this spot, to stay together, and not to make an
effort to save themselves by leaving the oreek, that this could not
be dome., I sald: "If we all lay down in tie mtk during the erisis
no ons will be hurt and we will pull through all right.”

The socler heads got busy moving our ocutfit to the sand
strip while I was sizing up that drift pile trying to dstermins
whether to set it on fire and try to Wira it up before the erewn
fire reseched us or leave it mad try to keep it from burning until
the overhead fire had paassed ever us, I 4id not want this drift
pile and the orown fire over our heads to burn at the same time as
it would meke our pesition mueh worse. I got a water bucket and
decided to keep the 4rift from burning until the overhsad rive had
passed on. The menm were dusy piling up our eamp outfit not far
from the drift pile, The fire was elose by and the 4rift had al-
ready oaught fire several times and had besn put out with buckets
of water, At this time some one reperted that all the camp had
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bosn moved and I ordered them to wet sll the canves and throw it
over the grud plle. By this time pieces of burning bark and
sinders were soming down sll about us., I was very busy with my
darift plle, It was catehing fire in plsces faster thaﬁ I could
put it out, I stopped long epough to tell the men to take all
the blankets and sesk them in the oreek.

Charley and Fitting had the two horsea eovered, heads
as well as their bedies, with wet blankets, By this time ths heat
from the orown fire was plainly felt as it was only a few rods
sway and the wet canvas thrown over the grud pille m already
saught fire,

I was throwing a bucket of water on the grud pile when I
heard a commotion among the msn and left my work to see what it
was about. Je had all rolled in the ereek several times befors
this to keep our elothes soaked, I found thet two of the men had
sompletely lost their minds, One of them had become vielently
insene and three men were trying to hold him and to ley him dowm
in the oreek, The other one was danoing arourd and singing »
lullsby,

Right here wae the time when these ooel headed menwre of
inestimabdle value to me ss seversl other men hbecame fraxtio at
this tims snd wented to sk off too, I don't know where, I order-
ed every man to get into the oresk, ley dewn snd put e« wet bHlanket
over his head, I set the lulladby bey down in the deepest water
end told him to stay there end threw a wet hlanket over hiz head.
He would not lie down. The three men with the other fellow (he
was our ceok) hed gotten him to lay dowm in the ereek which had
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quieted hia asome, The others who becsme wild were also taken care
of by the cooler headed men and were laying down in the ereek by
this time, There were two or more blankets for each man so we
were not short on these,

I looked down along the atrip of send and saw that all aen
except Charley and Fitting were in the oreek. These two wers dash-
ing water on the blankets sovering the horses.,

1 turaed to the grub amd drift plles and found them both
blazing. I grabbed up my duocket and dashed a bucket of water en
the canvas and at this very moment the crown fire was direectly
over ws and some sudden shift in the wind brought the heat righs
down upon me., The heat was so intemse that it took xy breath away.
1 awayed sround & step or tw and with the empty bucket still in
ny hand ] dropped fo my knees, This was the sritiesl moment, the
orisie, ondi the only mement during this oxrdesal that I felt mure my
time hed ocome znd that it was the end. On falling to my knees and
for ne paerticular resson I stuek my heed into the buoket. This
proved o bleseing as 1 was abls to 4draw a breath instantly and was
relieved of the terridle strain, I got to my feet and with two or
three steps 1 was in the ereek where 1 lay down with the buecket
#till over my head, Having no blanket with me I kept the bueket
over my head for 1% had certalinly saved my life,

In parhaps five minutes ths wind changed and this relieved
us somevhat of the intemse heat. The lullaby boy (I did not know
his name) was still esinging end now andi them salling for some one
to thArow ancther bueket of water on bim. I reaised my bucket snmough
$0 look sround some but saw no one moving exeept Charley who was
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throwing a hucket of water on the horses' bLlenkets, then laylng down
again in the eree:, Later he sald that the blankets Lad dried out
to such an extent in thuse few winutes ss to cateh Tlire frow the
einders falling about us. The cook had juleted down oconslderebly.

The over-hsad fire hed passed on nund the heat wae graduslly
modereting. Now we Lad the ground fire only to comtend wilth, end
soals left by the burned drift pile to dry out our clothiing. The
snags =nd blezing old dend trees sneross the cree: gave us nlenty
1ight to see., The grub pile snd cunves were & hes; of asshex, Three
men and I were suffering great nain witn our eves. They were snart-
iny =nd burning so badly thet 1t wae slmost lmpossibdle for us teo
open the:r encugh to find our way uround,

To mexe sure that everyone was there and sefe I had the roll
called snd found two miseing. ‘¢ ocould not come to sny conclusion
But thet they had tried to outrsee the flre znd lost their lives
in the attempt, —ome of the wmen who Xnew their nemes began oslling
out to them, Loon we heard an answer {rom down the eree. -nd Lhen
the two deserters cmue wading up the oree. tv us. 1 #eoclded them
some Pfor leaving c¢anp, and asked theuw why they dlc ft. Une of then
remarked tiast they could not see how anyone could survive ln this
plage so they went down the oreer to see if they could find a place
they thought might e safer, They found & large old cedsr tree
across the cres. witl the stump rart nigh enough frow the water to
enablz thenm to cravl under and they stayed there., slter the lire
had tassed on they were much surprrised to hesr soneasne ealling rs
they thourht they were the only ones who had come through the
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Now thers was considersble danger frow Taliling timhsar, There
wers seversal standing desnd trees nexar us thet were dburnine and one
hud slresdy fallen almost into our csmp as & warning., 4 little later
John wanted to use = bucket and walked down the sand strip t0 where
one was, and Just sz he bapt over snd resached ocut for It a tree
struex it snd smashed It flat, If the bducket had been e foot further
away tke tree would have killed John instantly.

The horeses remalned very culet during all ihis excitement,
Thie may seem very sirange, und it is, hut the feet that they had wet
blankets over thelr haesds =nd could see nothing tiat was going on
around them secounted for 1it.

The cook's condition hed improved so mueh thet he had no fur-
ther need of attention fros us. Howevaer, he éld not get haoy to &
normal state while here, bHut I was informed scue wesis loter that lLe
had entirely recovered. The 'lulleby boy” was taken to sn ssylum.

By thie time 1t wes getting daylisht, Breaklfast, and how to ‘
get it wss now our vproblexs. We sized up the aseh hea; under whieb
were our supplies, Jne of thwe men got & ohlp and commenced to oare-
fully sorspe the ashes off the pile, 7The four of us whose eyes were
affected were sittine down trving to nurse our eyes thist were palin-
ing us so much., Ilad been snow-blind sowe yours before wnd the pain
in both eunses seemed to me to be identleoel., Lne of the men ssid
he knew of » remedy that would relieve our peain., He went over tu the
grub pile end commensed diggling rround snd soon ¢ame beoxk wlth haelf
& oup of table salt and stold us to dssl: some into our eyes., e did
this end 1 thought it was more ashes than salt for s while, but it
surely helred us and by using 1t often severazl times our eves in-

proved niosly.
=35



Tue men now hed the ohes protty well sereped off the grud
pile. Cne had 2 pot and was £1lling 1t with half baked beans, One
hod 4 pen =ud wae carefully dipping up flour, while another pulled
out 2 slab of omeon, fried on one alde only, =nd nreakfast was soon
on the way, Uns wes stlll &igging sround in the heap for coffee
and sugar but found none. &1l sseks and wrappers wers burned off
the stuff waringe s sweet wess of 1t, ine took &« larpe coffee pot
and Tilled 1t frow the cree: snd cut 1t on the fire with the remerk
that it would look llke we were having coffee =mnyway. “Yes,” another
one seid, "It ousht to be good snd stout too fron the ashes in that
water,” e Lad goxe kind of s breskfast,

AB Liere wse no ressvn for us to stay here sny longer without
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teuts or supplles and no fires to fight, 1 declided tu trr to get out
to tie Three Forks Utsbtion where 1 imew there wers suuplies 1f tlhe
station hedn't burned up., «& thle statlon wes bullt on & larce flst
that had deen cleared of all timber snd brush I thousht it misht Lave
ascaped the fire, Jherley was golaog with @8 but I told the rest of
the me: to ster there untll I found out whether or not we ecould get
through the burned over ares which T presumed would extend the elght
miles to the station, If 1t was safe to go through I would heve
Cherliey return ot onoce to hawve tlhex sll come out, I hed them siread
out the beddling to dry so they could bring {1t with them, Then
Charley =#nd 1 left for Thres forks !tation,

By weerine in the eree: part of the tlue where the sshes were
still too hot to travel in we finell: got whers we could see the
flet =nd it had been Hurned over wherever thers was uny Jraes bo
burn. I felt very doubtful of {inding the casin atill standing, hHut
we s00n Oame whers we could see 1t, e were very ocuricus to know
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how this could be, & could see thsat the {ire had burned the thin
stand of gress all around 1t and wien 1 walked around it 1 discovered
why 1t hrd eseaped, The ranger's horses hod used tis ground around
the oabin for » stauping ground and hed the soil =1l atamé&& up inte
2 dust pile for ten or twelve feet around the plece sné this had
protected the eshin frox burning this night.

e hmnd been here bdut s few uminutes when Renger /'sholt arrived,
He was as wuch surprised ss we were to meet here, e wanted to know
how 1n the world 1 cams to he here st this time, It took us some
time to sxvliein 211 the elirocumstantes, He sald he was emsmned at
another flre last nicht about three miles from ue, He saw the hig
fire swee: <mat and connect with his [lre., Iils camp was on a olean
vurned-over spot inside the fire line, =nd he was In no danger of
beling burnad, but the high wind blew up suck » dust of asshes thet 1t
made 1t very uncowfortanls for him sll nlght., e ssld he knew the
gpot where we had camped, und he would g0 st once and Sring out oy
men for me, T felt very thancful for his kindnese iz doiny this zs
Charley ae well as myself were "dopg-tired” ns we haed hDeen on the go
for thirty-six hours vith prsetieally no rest.

<@ hegen thinking about our horses that had been left in the
swanpy slough s ocouple miles down the ereek, I felt confident they
would be ell right 1f they hed staved whers we had left them ms
there was = ranch and & larce alfslfs £ield on the west side of the
pwamp, the dirsetion the fire come from with ~raetiorlly no timber
or anything to burn arcund the swampy nleses, . @ went down t0 see
if the horees had stoyed there or lLiad been frighteved by the fire
and left., e found ours as well ze soue other horees there and sll
in fine shape, The green salfalfs field had serarated the Tirw to
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such an sxtent as to ieavm the flre lines qulte 5 distunce from the
sWamp .

~hen wa ratﬁxnsé to the eabin we found Hanger Hay Fltting
(a nephew of joule Fltting) there eud after the "whys” and "how
some it #0's" he gave us Lis experience of the night before. Ie
hed Just arrived from uP Jest Moose (ree: where ke hed gone the day
before to look up & place for another eamp, «<hen he was four or
five milee from the ststion on his return trip & brisk wind began
to blow snd ne sav & {ire coming down from the Sixty-Two mountaeln
that would cut him off from resching this ststion, There was no
trall ur this fork of Loose (ree: wiich mede it slow traveling, =o
he began looking around for = sefe place or the nisht apd found &
Bluff with a shelfl of rock srmjeetins out over the ereer and crewled
under this nnd lay in shout thraa'f&et of weber until dnylight when
the fire hed pussed over Lim »nd =zone on,

Here 1 wish to Inform the reader that the fire atertlng from
Slxty«Two oamy s:iread to sueh =n extent thet 1t gonnected ur with
sevaral other Tires that were burning on the forest, It had tra-
velsd fourteen miles in 2 very short time wher 1t burned nver my
cany at midnight on sest oose Jreek., Alse thls was the date, nnd
presumed to ve, the same wind storm that csused the Pire to hHurn
u: those men, heretofore uentlcned, on the Gt, Joe Forest Iire tLint
I had left s few days before.

Hr, Ray Fitting, at thls date, 1935, ls Zupervisor of a
Forest wemerve in Idubo, v, seholt ie alsc now consected with n
dontane Forest leserve,

The peek Lraln with the two men whiech had left our oamp that
afternoon made »ll heste to get out of the Joose (ree: country and
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made camp late that night on & high bunch grass ridge several wiles
south of us and well outside of tie path of the fire, where & good
view of the fire could be had. They sat unr that nisht ¢to wateh the
fires ond saw it =8 it swent over our camp snd on toward the lontana
Gtate line, Jhey thought 1t impossihle for any of us to have sur-
vivaed such » fire and vhen they resched Jarby lete the next night
they rerorted all tihls to the ranzer in coharge there who in turn
wired the report to the iissouls uUfflee, The Missoulr (ffice sent
8 wire st once to wy vunervisor, r, A, Fenn, at Kooskls for more
particulnra, ir, Fenn hsd herrd notiing of the trounle 2t thie
tilme but he vhoned fmmediately to the lalway ¥alls Station to Or,
Harvey dHenaghew wiio had chavye of s fire orew nt that nleee, O

take n few men o cut out windfalls, proceed st onece with paek
horses (o Joose Creex and lnvestlente the rumor. [ inew nothing

of all this at the tlue,

How to resume Lhe story: ur, oeholt oase 1p with the crew
frowm the fire camp at dark that night, 48 Jobn weas & gnod oook 1
seleetead hixm to cook our supper, whileh he 3id, ».d 1t wes s very
good supprer Loo,

Hext morning I instructed the men to stay st thls statlon
until they hesnrd frow me. I was golng to trv to get out teo the
selway falle eablin, e distence of sbout thirty mlles ond the near-
east phone tn us b thie time, to see what could he 2one about
gotting the men out of there., g the wholc ocountrw seened to Liave
been burned over no one snew where » {ire orew might e needed
epain, Mot snowlng ehet the Tire hed dons $o the trall hstween here
and tie Falls, 1 decided to lerve my horses lere snd try to naxe it
on feot, Uharley had & fanily livine within the forest Heserve
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boundaries who might heve been bdurned out so I hsd him go with ze,

As soon zs we pot to the river trall ve dlscovered that the
fire had resched 1t =nd dlooked it with windfalls for several
miles,  hen within sdbout twelve miles of the falls we came to some
men sutting out the windfells., Ar. Renshaw, sn old friend of uine,
was in cherge, He wes pucelh surprised and very gluad Lo see us, and
of sourse explsnetions were in order. lHere he informed ne of the
telegrams concerning our canp thet the Supervisor had received from
the Dletrlet office and the orders he Lad fron iir. Fenn, who he
sald was worrying his hesd off about our safety,

“r, Xenshaw also told ne of Lr, 1. ‘sterson, »n employee
of the forest, who was on SGixty-Two wountaln the nlght ol the flre,
He was cut off from escaping with hls horses and esmp outflit #rd
had to sbandon them und emompe on oot to the Jelwey liver, a dis~
tance of slx milea, (Later the horses »nd ocutflit were found Lurned
up.)

Sharley and I continued on our way and Just st dark o rain
began whie' soon besans £ dowspour, 1 well remember thls date,
~uguet 27, 1910, It soon oeesuw toltslly derk, The trall wlong the
river beins gruded enadled us to keep on going Ffelowly by feeling
along it with our feet, .e were very fortunste in reaschln the
cabin soon thereafter,

It now being 9 o'elock pems 1 4ld not expeoct to find anyone
s8t1lll at the xooskin offiee, Howevsyr, 1 took down the phone and
gave 1t = ring, and beard Ly, Fenn's volce say: "Hello, who le 47"
I gave him my name and 1 noted by his wolee thet he wes under a
grest gtrain, le asked about the rest of the men,. He sald he would
at onee send a messsnger with the good news to my lemlly who were
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living in rooskia.

At the cebin we hsd n time fesling mround in the dark for mate-
ches, Our clothing beling sosked, the metehes In our nockets vere
out of cormission, fter we T.und then we soon had & rire goling
end spent tre rest of the nipght drving out. & heavy rain poured
dowrn nenrir all night and this ended the Tire season for 1910,

e stuarted osut early next moraning snd hoofed 1t to the
forks, now Lowell Jost fflee, «nd ztopped st tix Lowell house that
night, lorses were aveilabls next <ay for the trily to ooskis,
shen we arrived st Lharley's home we found IV L. . e stopped there
and [ went on to Joomkin.

he pack traln =2t Jardby was ordered to return =zt once to
the Three ‘orks and take the men bacgk to Jemy, which they did.

~t the offlee in /ooskia | spent three weeis in exslalning
whet beeame of my surveyling inetrumente snd just 28 1 beeame highly
enthused over nmy success In being relieved of xﬁ% repponsibility of
payling for them I received a letter from the Listrict LIfice azsking
me to agcount Tor 20 axes, 80 shovels, 20 grubhoes, osnld 20 saws that
were lssued to me frowm the Darby offiee and were missing st the
ahpnk-up of the tools, As I waz held responasiile thev would thank
mwe to revort at once sc they could finlsh the eheoking for the
seascrn, 1 syent several days in digzesting tlis before making my
report which wese ss follows:
District Forest Cfflce,

Misgoula, Lontans,
My dear sir:

Your letter concerning wissing tools at hand, 4w much
pleaged to note that you heve charged up tho missing tools to ne
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and wish to state that never in my 1life hsve 1 been in Darby and
never 4o 1 intend to be, I was one hundred =iles frow sarby when
those tools were issued to my orew. I know nothing whatever adout
those tools, in fuet thet Ils & grest desl more than I know about
thenm, Hoping this report is very agreesdles to you and thanking you
in sdvanee for any other responsipilities you may find wme guilty of,

I s
’ Very truly yours,

&d. Thenon
Uy report must have heen very satisfsctory ez I heerd nothing more
of 1t.

ir, #irehner and ur, Strite sre now living hers nesr Xooskis,
br. Le éo Fonn 15 an attorney hers, Mr, ¥, &, Fenn, larvey xenshaw,
Loule FPitting msnd Al FPeterson have passged on.

Fo doubt there are several of those men still living who
passed the nizht »ith me in the Licofse Creek fire, snd to those
who may resd thls I wish to sasy that never huve I forgotten or
falled to Tesl grateful or to sppreeists the hely those eool-hecded
men gave me during thet nleght,.

£t the end of the next year (1911) 1 resigned from the “orest
Serviee to onter other business, mostly mining where the galne huve
been small ond the losses lorge so far.

I sx now wery busy patlently waiting for Townsend's $200.00
per month old exe jenslon, snd I em wvery eonfident that I will get
It Just ne soon ms sdolf Hitler beocomes ny grandmother, I thank
you.

&4, Thenon

Hooskle, Idsho
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