
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Trail Highlights: The Civilian Conservation 
Corps developed the Shady Lake Recre-
ation Area in 1937.  The Shady Lake Trail 
traverses Saline Creek and passes the his-
toric Shady Lake Dam.  It continues along 
the eastern edge of the campground.  The 
trail is ideal for day hiking.  Mountain bikers 
may also use the trail. 
Other Opportunities: 
 • Caney Creek Wilderness 
 • A Valuable Forest Interpretive Trail 
 • Athens Big Fork Trail 
 • Shady Lake Recreation Area 
For More Information: 
 Mena Ranger District 
 1603 Hwy. 71 N. 
 Mena, AR  71953 
 (479) 394-2382 
 (North of Mena on AR State Hwy. 71 N.) 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Length:  3.2 miles one way 

Travel time:  2 hours. 

Directions:  From State Hwy. 71 at Vandervoort 
take State Hwy. 246 east for 25 miles to Forest 
Service Road 38.  Go north on Forest Service 
Road 38 for 3 miles to Shady Lake Recreation 
Area.  

Trail Information:  Unsurfaced; white rectangles 
mark the trail. 

Water:  Potable water at the campground during 
the recreation season.  The campground is nor-
mally closed from December through February. 

Difficulty Level:  Easiest. 
History: The Shady Lake Trail was constructed in 

the 1970s to provide hikers access to some of 
the highlights of Shady Lake.  It was relocated in 
1995 by the Student Conservation Association.  

 

SOUTHERN REGION  
NATIONAL FORESTS 

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) prohibits 
discrimination in all its pro-
grams and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national 
origin, age,  disability, and 
where applicable, sex, mari-
tal status, familial status, pa-
rental status, religion, sexual 
orientation, genetic informa-
tion, political beliefs, reprisal, 
or because all or a part of an 
individual's income is derived 
from any public assistance 
program. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for 
communication of program 
information (Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) should 
contact USDA's TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TDD).  

To file a complaint of 
discrimination write to USDA, 
Director, Office of Civil 
Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410 or call 
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or 
(202) 720-6382 (TDD). 
USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 
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