
1906- Pryor Mountains Forest Reserve is 
created.  

1907- Otter Forest Reserve (Ashland, MT 
area) is created.  

1908- Name is changed to Custer National 
Forest 

1905- Short Pine Forest Reserve created.  
 

1920- Sioux  National Forest joins the Custer 
National Forest.  

1932- Beartooth National Forest joins the 
Custer N.F. The Custer N.F. Supervisor's 
Office moves from Miles City to Billings. 

1934- Land Utilization (L. U.) Projects started 
under the AAA (Agricultureal Adjustment 
Administration) 

1935- L. U. Projects transferred to the 
Resettlement Administion  

1938- L. U. Projects transferred to the SCS (Soil 
Conservation Service) 

1954- L. U. Projects in S.D. and N.D. transferred to 
Forest Service 

Those in northwestern S. D. and western N. D. 
assigned to the Custer  N.F.  

Those in eastern N.D. 
assigned to Chippewa N.F. 

1954- Land Utilization Projects from S.D. and 
N.D. added to Custer N.F. 

1960- Previously added L.U. sections 
renamed Little Missouri National Grassland, 
Grand River National Grassland, and Cedar 
River National Grassland. 

1960- Previously added 
L.U. sections renamed 
Sheyenne National 
Grassland. 

1966- Sheynne National 
Grassland transferred from 
the Chippewa N.F.  to the 
Custer N. F.  

1966- Sheyenne National Grasslands join the 

1998- Custer National Forest consists of the 
Beartooth, Sioux, and Ashland Ranger 
Districts  

1998- The four grassland units (Sheyenne, 
Little Missouri, Grand River, and Cedar River) 
leave the Custer National Forest and become 
the Dakota Prairie National Grasslands.   
 

2014- The Custer and the Gallatin National 
Forests consolidate into one forest.  
 

2014-  The Custer Gallatin National Forest is 
created when the two forests combine.  

1849- Department of Interior is created. 

1862- Abraham Lincoln creates the 
Department of Agriculture, referring to 
it as the "people's department". 

1876- The Office of Special Agent for forest 
research is created to assess the state of the 
forests in the United States. 

1881- The Office of the Special Agent is 
expanded and becomes the newly formed 
Division of Forestry. 

1901- The Division of Forestry is renamed the 
Bureau of Forestry. 

1891- The Forest Reserve Act of 1891 
authorizes setting aside land from the public 
domain as “forest reserves.” 

1905 The Transfer Act of 1905 transfers 
the management of forest reserves from 
the General Land Office (Department of 
the Interior) to the Bureau of Forestry 
(Department of Agriculture).   

1905- The Transfer Act of 1905 gives 
management of forest reserves to the 
Bureau of Forestry. The Bureau of Forestry is 
henceforth renamed the US. Forest Service. 

1891- Yellowstone Park Timber Land 
Reserve is created. 

1902- Yellowstone Park Timber Land 
Reserve is renamed Yellowstone Forest 
Reserve.  

1902- Absaroka Forest Reserve is created 
(Beartooth & Absaroka Mtns). 

1897- Teton Forest Reserve is created.  

1903- Absaroka Forest Reserve is added 
to the Yellowstone Forest Reserve. 

1903- Teton Forest Reserve is added to 
the Yellowstone Forest Reserve. 

1903- Yellowstone Forest Reserve 
expands by adding the Teton and 
Absaroka Forest Reserves.  

1908- The immense Yellowstone F. R. is broken up 
the into the Targhee, Teton, Wyoming, Bonneville, 
Absaroka, Shoshone, and Beartooth National 
Forests. 

1905- The Yellowstone Forest Reserve is now 
managed by the US Forest Service.   

1908- Beartooth National Forest is created from 
part of Yellowstone Forest Reserve and the 
Pryor Mountains Forest Reserve.  

1908- Absaroka National Forest is created.  

1904- Slim Buttes Forest Reserve created 
1904- Cave Hills Forest Reserve created  

1905- Forest Service now manages Slim 
Buttes Forest Reserve and Cave Hills Forest 
Reserve. 

1908- Sioux National Forest is created from Slim 
Buttes, Cave Hills, Short Pines, Long Pines, and 

1906- Ekalaka Forest Reserve created 1906- Long Pine Forest Reserve created. 

1907- Named changed to Long Pine 
National Forest. 

1907- Named changed to Ekalaka 
National Forest. 

1907- Names changed to Slm Buttes  
National Forest and Cave Hills National 
Forest. 

1907- Named changed to Short Pin 
National Forest. 

1908- Dakota National Forest created. 
(Administered as part of Sioux National Forest; 
abolished in 1917) 

1917- Dakota National Forest is abolished. Sioux 
National Forest remains.  

1920- Sioux National Forest is transferred to the 
Custer National forest and the name is 
discontinued.   
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1899- Gallatin Forest Reserve (land south of 
Bozeman) is created. 

1907- Madison Forest Reserve changes name 
to Madison National Forest.  

1905- Big Belt Forest Reserve is created.  

1908-  Big Belt F.R. is abolished and divided 
between the Gallatin and Helena  National  
Forest.  

1908-  The Gallatin Forest Reserve changes its 
name to the Gallatin National Forest. The 
Bridger Mountains are added to Gallatin 
National Forest when the Big Belt Forest 
Reserve is abolished.  

1905-Gallatin Forest Reserve is now managed by 
the US Forest Service.  

1906- The Gallatin Range  and the east side of 
the Madison range are added to the  Gallatin 
Forest Reserve.   

1926- The Gallatin National Forest adds lands 
by purchasing and exchanging land  for winter 
elk range.  

1931- Madison National Forests  joins the 
Gallatin N.F.  (Hebgen Lake and West 
Yellowstone areas). 

1931- Madison National Forest is divided 
between the Beaverhead, Deerlodge, and 
Gallatin National Forests.  

1945- Absaroka Forest Reserve joins the 
Gallatin N.F. (Absaroka Range, Cooke City 
island, Crazy Mountains) 

1906- Crazy Mountain Forest Reserve is created.  

1907- Gallatin Forest Reserve adds lands east 
of the Yellowstone River and near 
Yellowstone National Park, for winter elk 
range. 

1963- The Gallatin National Forest transfers  
the management of 3 sections of land to the 
BLM. 

1970- The Gallatin National Forest adds 
nearly  5.8 million acres of  public domain 
lands. 

1902- Madison Forest Reserve is created 
(Hebgen Lake and West Yellowstone 
area). 

1907- Big Belt Forest Reserve changes name 1907- Crazy Mountain Forest Reserve changes name 
to Crazy Mountain National Forest.  

1908- Crazy Mountain National Forest joins part of 
the Yellowstone Forest Reserve to create the 
Absaroka National Forest.  

1905. Madison Forest Reserve is now 
managed by the US Forest Service. 

1926- The Absaroka National Forest adds 
lands by purchasing and exchanging land  for 
winter elk range.  

1932- Part of the Beartooth National Forest 
(area around Cooke City) is added to the 
Absaroka National Forest.   

1932- The Beartooth National Forest is split 
between the Custer Naftional Forest and the 
Absaroka National Forest. Much of the forest is 
given to the Custer N.F., however the section 
outside Cooke City is given to the Absaroka N.F.  

1945- The Absaroka National Forest is 
diveded between the Gallatin and Lewis and 
Clark National Forests.  

2014- The Gallatin and Custer National 
Forests consolidate into one forest.  
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