
The Mansion
Built in 1886 for James and Mary Pinchot, the 19,000+
square foot French chateau style mansion was designed
by famed architect Richard Morris Hunt. With 44 rooms
and 23 fireplaces, the home figured significantly in the
success of the Pinchots’ oldest son, Gifford Pinchot, 
who founded and served as first chief of the US Forest
Service and was two-term Governor of Pennsylvania.
Many of the exterior design elements and features were
added by Gifford’s wife, Cornelia Bryce Pinchot, after
they married and moved to Grey Towers in 1914.

1: Walled Garden 
The large stone wall to the south of the mansion was 
built by James to enclose his enormous rose and vegetable
gardens. The two stone houses to the west are private 
residences for descendants of James and Mary’s youngest
son, Amos Pinchot. One originally housed professors of 
the Yale School of Forestry summer school (1901-1926), 
and the other served as a carriage house. Today the 
family continues to use half of the Walled Garden and 
the US Forest Service uses the other half, which includes 
the greenhouse and an acid rain monitoring station.

The Black Locust-lined allee was added by Cornelia 
Pinchot who wanted an entry way more fitting of a 
Governor’s mansion. It changed the alignment of the 
original 19th Century carriageway, which is now a part 
of the pedestrian path from the parking lot.

2: East Terrace: 
Facing the mansion from the East Terrace, you can imagine
when the family opened the French doors of the library to
allow air to flow throughout the house. The family would
frequently pull furniture onto this lawn and under the
awnings to enjoy the outdoors.

In the niche you will see a bust of the Marquis de
Lafayette, evidence of James’s pride in his French heritage.

Turn around and you will see why James chose this site for
his family’s home. Enjoy the view of the Delaware Valley 
and New Jersey’s Kittatinny Mountains. The land below
was treeless so the family had an unobstructed view of 
the town and the Delaware River.

The large trees flanking the Terrace are European
Copper Beeches, Gifford Pinchot’s favorite tree.
Slow-growing estate trees, they remain living
examples of his conservation principle of
planting for the future.

3: The Moat
Look below the stone wall of the Terrace
and you will see a half moat, added by 
Cornelia Pinchot as one of several water 
features she included in her exterior design.     

1: Walled Garden
2: East Terrace
3: The Moat
4: The Letter Box
5: The Long Garden and Long Pool
6: Amphitheatre
7: The Bait Box
8: Marble Court
9: The Finger Bowl

10: The Swimming Pool Terrace

This self-guided landscape experience provides the visitor with
an opportunity to learn about the outdoor features that are 
important to the interpretation and ambiance of the estate. A
full guided tour and wayside exhibits provide additional details.
The numbered descriptions correspond to the numbered site map.

Please return this landscape guide
for the enjoyment of other visitors.

Created by the Grey Towers Heritage
Association in cooperation with the
US Forest Service, Grey Towers 
National Historic Site.
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6: Amphitheatre
The long, grassy slope to the east ends at a stage used by
Gifford and Cornelia to entertain the community with
music, animal acts and popular ice cream socials. On
September 24, 1963, President John F. Kennedy dedicated
Grey Towers before a crowd estimated at 10,000 in the
Amphitheatre.

7: The Bait Box
The Bait Box, also designed by Chester Aldrich, 
was constructed first as a playhouse for Gifford and 
Cornelia’s only child, Gifford Bryce Pinchot, so he 
could entertain his friends and escape from the steady
stream of guests at the mansion. It is named in line with
the family’s love of fishing. A blacksmith forge installed
beneath the building provided him an opportunity to
hone his iron-working skills; you see several pieces in
and around the home today. Later Cornelia used the 

Bait Box as a tea room, again to be in residence
but to be able to escape the activity of the

main house. Today it serves as meeting
space for conservation groups who 
prefer a retreat-like setting away from
the activity of the mansion. Step into
the small courtyard to enjoy the view 
of the historic sweet cherry tree through
the elliptical opening in the stone wall. 

8: The Finger Bowl
The most popular feature in the Grey Towers landscape,
the Finger Bowl served as the Pinchots’ outdoor dining
room. Added in 1934, the unique water-filled table was 
the site of many lively discussions about politics, social 
issues and conservation efforts. The food was floated 
on the water in wooden bowls and on balsa rafts.  The
opening in the wisteria-covered pergola permitted 
moonlight to radiate across the water.  

9: Marble Court
Connecting the mansion to the 
outdoor dining room is the Marble
Court. Originally paved with 
marble, the granite wave design
and stone etching of “The Mary
Pinchot,” Gifford’s 148' 3-masted
schooner, evoke memories of the
family’s 9-month voyage to the
South Seas. Originally planted
with mountain laurel, the courtyard was a natural hallway
that lead to the next “room,” the Finger Bowl.

10: The Swimming Pool Terrace
The large hydrangea-covered stone wall and grape arbor
once housed the family swimming pool, one of the first
additions to Cornelia’s landscape. Water was supplied by
the nearby Sawkill Creek and the terrace was planted with
an extensive variety of 
flowers to soften the
stonework. Today the
tented area is used
for outdoor public
programs and meet-
ing and conservation
education space.

4: The Letter Box
The Letter Box was built 
to store Governor Gifford 
Pinchot’s papers and 
provide office space for 
his secretaries when he was
in residence. Designed by 
architect Chester Aldrich, 
it has large commanding
windows on the sides and

rear, allowing for natural light to enter but providing
privacy from the front. The Letter Box also served as
Governor Pinchot’s campaign headquarters and the
place where he could meet with constituents.

Today it is used as exhibit and educational space.

5: The Long Garden 
and Long Pool
Added in 1924, the Long 
Garden and Long Pool further
extend the East Terrace and
the expanse of a sculpted
landscape.  The pool is 
narrower and deeper at the 
far end, creating the illusion
that it is longer than its 
actual length of 
seventy-four feet.  

The Long Pool was
filled with lilies and grasses. The Long Garden
created a natural hallway effect, drawing the
eye to the building at the far end, the Bait
Box. Boxwood and hemlocks originally
framed the colorful plantings that are 
re-created in the same space today.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




