
 

Final Environmental Impact Statement - Travel Management on the Coconino National Forest 261 

Chapter 4. Consultation and Coordination 

Preparers and Contributors  

ID Team Members 

Mike Dechter, Team Lead and NEPA Planner (starting 7/2010) 
I am the NEPA Coordinator for the Coconino National Forest. I participate in both motorized and 
nonmotorized recreation on National Forest System lands. I have a Masters degree in economics 
and policy from Duke University and a Bachelor of Science in Ecology from the University of 
San Diego. I have worked as a NEPA Coordinator on the Santa Fe National Forest and the San 
Bernardino National Forest. I have also worked in the private sector as a biologist for an 
environmental consulting firm. 

Contribution: Travel management inter-disciplinary team lead, project record, implementation 
planning, recreation specialist report, environmental justice report, air quality report. 

Jim Beard, Forest Recreation Staff Officer (until 12/2010)  
I have a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture degree in Environmental Design from the University 
of Georgia. My professional experience includes 3 years of seasonal and intermittent work as a 
temporary landscape architect for the Apache-Sitgreaves and Kaibab National Forests. I worked 
as district landscape architect and recreation staff officer on the Tongass National Forest for 7 
years. I have worked for the Coconino National Forest as forest landscape architect and recreation 
program manager for the past 21 years.  

Contribution: Travel management inter-disciplinary team lead, recreation specialist report. 

Charlotte Minor, Forest Recreation Staff Officer (starting 6/2011)  
I have a degree in Landscape Architecture and have worked on the Kaibab National Forest as 
Recreation Staff and as Landscape Architect for over 15 years.  

Contribution: Scenery specialist report. 

Erin Phelps, Writer/Editor (starting 5/2011) 
I am the Writer/Editor for the Flagstaff Ranger District on the Coconino National Forest. I have a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in English/Writing from Eastern Oregon University. Prior to my current 
position, I worked in wildland fire for the Flagstaff Interagency Hotshot Crew (IHC) as a Senior 
Crewmember, and as a seasonal firefighter on the Mormon Lake IHC, Pleasant Valley IHC, 
Kaibab Heli-Rappel Crew and Boise BLM.  I have also worked as a freelance journalist and 
editor in Oregon and Arizona.  

Contribution: Travel Management Writer/Editor, Wilderness and Special Areas Specialist 
Report. 

Jennifer Condon, NEPA Planner (until 03/2011) 
I have a Bachelor of Science in Soil and Crop Science from Colorado State University. I worked 
as a soil scientist for 9 years, 7 of those with the Forest Service, and have been serving on 
interdisciplinary teams employing the NEPA process for 7 years. I have been a NEPA Planner 
since coming to the Coconino National Forest in May of 2008.  
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Contribution: DEIS writing and editing, review and editing of specialist reports for the DEIS, 
general project management. 

Cecelia Overby, Forest Wildlife Biologist 
I have a Master of Science degree in Forestry (wildlife emphasis) from Northern Arizona 
University, and a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from The College of William and Mary. 
I have been a journey level biologist with the Forest Service since 1995. 

Contribution: Wildlife specialist report, biological assessment and evaluation. 

Janie Agyagos, Red Rock RD Wildlife Biologist 
I am a wildlife biologist on the Red Rock Ranger District of the Coconino National Forest, where 
I have worked since 1994. I graduated in 1993 from Arizona State University with a Bachelor's 
degree in Wildlife and Fisheries Management. My main duties as wildlife biologist include 
participating on interdisciplinary teams and conducting project effect analyses and consultations 
for over 50 rare species; inventorying and monitoring special status plant, fish and wildlife 
species; designing and implementing habitat improvement projects; maintaining and managing 
area closures for the protection of fish, wildlife and plant species and/or their habitat; and 
coordinating with multiple agencies in the management of plant, fish, and wildlife species and 
their habitat.  

Contribution: Wildlife specialist report, biological assessment and evaluation. 

Cary Thompson, Peaks RD Wildlife Biologist 
I have a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from Northern Arizona University. My 
professional experience includes 10 years of seasonal work and 5 years of permanent work as a 
biological technician. I have been working as a journey level biologist for the Forest Service for 7 
years.  

Contribution: Wildlife specialist report, biological assessment and evaluation. 

Peter Pilles, Archaeologist 
I have a Bachelor’s degree from Arizona State University in Anthropology. I have worked as the 
Coconino National Forest Archaeologist since 1975. I have worked for Museum of Arizona 
Pueblo Grande Museum, Arizona State Museum, and have served as an adjunct professor at 
Northern Arizona University as an instructor in archaeological law. Specialty areas include rock 
art, archaeology of central Arizona, public archaeology, and archaeological interpretation. I have 
presented over 60 papers and authored 50 publications in these areas. 

Contribution: Cultural resource specialist report, cultural resource clearance report, tribal 
consultation. 

Travis Bone, Archaeologist 
I have a Master of Arts degree in Archaeology from Northern Arizona University, and a 
Bachelors of Science, Business Administration degree in Finance from the Northern Arizona 
University. My professional experience includes 2 years of seasonal work for the Forest Service 
and a private environmental consulting firm as an archaeological technician. I have been working 
as a professional series archaeologist for the Forest Service for 7 years. 

Contribution: Cultural resource specialist report, cultural resource clearance report. 



Chapter 4. Consultation and Coordination 

Final Environmental Impact Statement - Travel Management on the Coconino National Forest 263 

Dirk Renner, Forest Fisheries Biologist (10/2007 – 12/2008) 
I have a Master of Science degree in Fisheries Science from Oregon State, and a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Biological Science from the University of California at Santa Barbara. My 
professional experience includes 10 years of seasonal work for the National Park Service, Forest 
Service and the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife as a biological technician. I have been 
working as a journey level fisheries biologist for the Forest Service for 6 years.  

Contribution: Fisheries specialist report. 

Mike Childs, Forest Fisheries Biologist (starting 10/2009) 
I have a Bachelor’s degree in Wildlife and Fisheries Management from Arizona State University 
and a Master’s degree in Zoology from Oklahoma State University. I worked for Arizona Game 
and Fish Department from 1994 to 2007 doing native fish research and fisheries management. I 
worked for the Fish and Wildlife Service for two years at Willow Beach National Fish Hatchery 
and Dexter National Fish Hatchery in fisheries genetics. I then spent almost a year at Arizona 
State University before starting on the Coconino National Forest in October 2009.  

Contribution: Fisheries specialist report and contributions to the biological assessment and 
evaluation. 

Debra Crisp, Botanist 
I have a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from Northern Arizona University (1977) and a 
Master of Science in Forestry from Northern Arizona University (2004). I have approximately 25 
years of experience working for the U.S. Forest Service, including 5 years in my current position 
as a botanist on the Coconino National Forest. Prior to my current position, I worked as a forestry 
technician, biological technician and a botany trainee. I have been an author or contributing 
author on numerous Forest Service documents including numerous specialist’s reports for NEPA 
analysis including fuels reduction, range, and recreation projects.  

Contribution: Botany specialist report, and contributions to the biological assessment and 
evaluation. 

Rory Steinke, Forest Soil Scientist 
I have a Bachelor of Science in Soil Science from the University of Wisconsin Stevens Point 
(1981), and am an ARCPAC Certified Soil Scientist. I presently serve as forest watershed 
program manager and soil scientist on the Coconino National Forest in Arizona.  

I have more than 27 years of experience in soil survey, soil conservation, water rights and 
watershed management including planning, budgeting, environmental analysis (mainly soil, 
water, and riparian resources) and writing, implementation and monitoring.  

I have worked with the Natural Resource Conservation Service, BLM, U.S. Peace Corps 
(developed about 70 conservation plans in Honduras), and the Forest Service and have 
collaborated with outside agencies, tribes and environmental groups.  

I serve as the TMR interdisciplinary team member watershed specialist and was responsible for 
soil and water resource and fugitive dust analysis in the affected environment and environmental 
consequences portion of the DEIS. 

Contribution: Water and soils specialist report. 
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Carl Beyerhelm, GIS Specialist 
I earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Wildlife Biology from Iowa State University in 1977 
and a Master of Science in Forestry from the University of Minnesota in 1979. I’ve worked in 
Wyoming, South Dakota, New Mexico, and Arizona for the Bureau of Land Management, Custer 
State Park, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the U.S. Forest Service, where I’ve worked in 
timber sale preparation, forest inventory, log scaling, contract and sale administration, 
silviculture, land acquisition, and GIS. I’ve been performing GIS data development and analyses 
on the Coconino National Forest since 1998. 

Contribution: Data management and analysis. Map production. 

List of Agencies, Organizations and Persons  
That Were Informed of or Contributed to the FEIS 
This final environmental impact statement has been distributed to individuals who specifically 
requested a copy of the document. In addition, copies have been sent to the following Federal 
agencies, federally recognized tribes, State and local governments, and organizations representing 
a wide range of views regarding travel management. 

Tribes and Tribal Entities 
Ft. McDowell Yavapai Nation 
The Hopi Tribe, Cultural Preservation Office 
The Hopi Tribe, Chairman 
The Havasupai Tribe 
The Hualapai Tribe 
The San Carlos Apache Tribe 
San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe 
The Tonto Apache Tribe 
The White Mountain Apache Tribe 
The Yavapai-Apache Nation 
The Yavapai-Prescott Tribe 
The Pueblo of Zuni 
Acoma Pueblo 
The Navajo Nation, President 
The Navajo Nation, Cameron Chapter 
The Navajo Nation, Coalmine Canyon Chapter 
The Navajo Nation, Dilcon Chapter 
The Navajo Nation, Gap-Bodaway Chapter 
The Navajo Nation, Leupp Chapter 
The Navajo Nation, Tolani Lake Chapter 
The Navajo Nation, Tuba City Chapter 
Dine' Medicine Men's Association 
BIA, Western Region 
BIA, Navajo Region 
Arizona State Historic Preservation Office 
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Federal and State Agencies 
Contact Agency 
Ron Sieg Arizona Game and Fish Department 
Larry Phoenix Arizona Game and Fish Department 
Andi Rogers Arizona Game and Fish Department 
Larry Voyles Arizona Game and Fish Department 
Shaula Hedwall Fish and Wildlife Service 
Steven L. Spangle Fish and Wildlife Service 
Arizona State Parks Robert Baldwin 
Diane Chung National Park Service 
Jody Latmier Arizona State Lands Department 
Edward Dietrich Arizona State Lands Department 
Mike Lyles Slide Rock State Park 
Janet Fisher Arizona State Library 
Kathleen Goforth Environmental Protection Agency 
Mandan Singh State of Arizona Department of Mines and Minerals 

Counties and Municipalities 
City of Cottonwood Gila County Board of Supervisors 
Coconino County Sheriff’s Office Navajo County Board of Supervisors 
Coconino City Parks and Recreation City of Sedona 
Coconino County Board of Supervisors Highlands Fire District 
Coconino County Roger’s Lake Stakeholder Group Yavapai County Board of Supervisors 
Flagstaff Public Library Flagstaff City Council 
 

Organizations and Businesses 
 

Doney Park Homeowners Association Diablo Trust 
Timberline Homeowners Association Friends of Walnut Canyon 
Payson Tea Party Center for Biological Diversity 
Arizona Snowbowl Little Horse Ranch 
Center for the New Age Cinder Hills Rough Riders 
Earth Wisdom Jeep Tours Verde Valley 4 Wheelers 
High Country Informant High Desert Outfitter 
Manterola Sheep Co. Inc Jeep Arizona 
Michelbach Livestock Inc Sedona Airport 
Saddlerock Homeowners Association Northern Arizona Audubon 
The Nature Conservancy Puma Press 
Grand Canyons Wildlands Council Sedona Red Rock News 
Wild Earth Guardians The Payson Roundup 
Museum of Northern Arizona Bar T Bar Ranch 
Arizona Wilderness Coalition EPG, Inc. 
Grand Canyon Stage Line Coconino Trail Riders 
Pink Jeep Tours Cornville Community Association 
Flagstaff Nordic Center Flying M Ranch 
Medicine Valley Residents Transwestern Pipeline Co. 
Arizona Trail Riders Arizona Wildlife Federation 
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Organizations and Businesses 
 

Blue Ribbon Coalition Capital Trail Vehicle Association 
Rock Stars Motorcycle Club Prescott Open Trails Association 
Sierra Club, Grand Canyon Chapter Tonto Recreation Alliance 
White Mountain Conservation League Winter Wildlands Alliance 
Wilderness Society Moore, Smith, Buxton & Turcke 
Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility Arizona Daily Sun 
Ecological Restoration Institute Northern Light Balloon Expeditions 
Arizona Public Supply Sedona Jeep School 
Verde Valley News Northern Arizona University 
Sedona Escape Flagstaff Ranch Golf Club 
Flagstaff Biking Organization Sedona Magazine 

Individuals 
Due to the great number of individuals involved in this project. The full list of individuals is 
included in the project record as a scoping mailing list, response to inquiries, and in the Response 
to Comments. 
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