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Management Area Designations  
1.1 Designated Wilderness 

1.2 Recommended Wilderness 

2.1 Wild and Scenic Rivers - Designated  

2.1a Wild and Scenic Rivers – Eligible or Suitable  

2.2 Backcountry 

3.1 Areas under Special Management (Jewel Basin Hiking Area and Coram Experimental Forest) 

3.2 Research Natural Areas  

3.3 Low Intensity Management 

4.1a  Active Management, Low Intensity 

4.1b Active Management, Moderate Intensity  

5.1 Active Management High Intensity 

5.2 Residential Forest Intermix 

6.1 High Use Recreation Complexes or Use Areas 

1.1 Designated Wilderness  

Desired Conditions 
Designated wilderness areas would be characterized by a natural environment. Ecological processes such as 
natural succession, fire, insects, and disease would function with limited amount of human influence. Natural 
processes and conditions would be only minimally affected by human use, and impacts from visitation would 
not detract from the natural setting.  

Primitive and unconfined recreation would allow opportunities for solitude and self-reliance with appropriate 
management restriction. Contacts with other users would be very low and evidence of other users would be 
minimal. There would be a very high chance of being isolated from sights and sounds of humans and 
experiencing independence, closeness to nature, tranquility, and self-reliance on outdoor skills in an 
environment that offers a high degree of challenge and risk.  

Suitability 

Recreation  
Tethering and grazing of recreational stock is generally suitable beyond 200 feet of lakeshores within 
designated wilderness.  

Designated wilderness areas are generally suitable for the construction of temporary structures when needed 
to provide for human safety (for example, when avoiding conflicts with bears). 
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Designated wilderness areas are generally suitable for the construction of permanent trails and associated 
structures necessary for safe foot and stock travel. 

Forest Products  
Designated wilderness areas are not suitable for timber harvest.  

Other Uses and Activities 
These areas are generally suitable for small Forest Service radio repeater sites to assist in wilderness 
administration. 

These areas are generally suitable for the preservation of historic administrative structures and facilities and 
associated infrastructure. 

Access and Travel Management 
These areas are generally suitable for non-motorized travel and equipment and non-mechanized travel. 

1.2 Recommended Wilderness 

Desired Conditions 
These lands would be recommended to Congress for inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation 
System. These lands would retain their wilderness characteristics. They would offer settings for primitive and 
unconfined recreation opportunities for solitude and self-reliance. Natural processes and conditions would be 
only minimally affected by human use, and impacts from visitation would not detract from the natural 
setting. Ecological processes such as natural succession, fire, insects, and disease would be allowed to 
function with a minimum of human influence.  

Suitability 

Recreation  
Recommended wilderness areas are generally suitable for the construction of temporary structures when 
needed to provide human safety (for example, when avoiding conflicts with bears) and are generally suitable 
for the construction of permanent trails and associated structures necessary for safe foot and stock travel. 

Forest Products  
Recommended wilderness areas are not suitable for timber harvest.  

Other Uses and Activities 
Recommended wilderness areas are generally suitable for small Forest Service radio repeater sites to assist in 
administration of these remote sites.  

These areas are generally suitable for the preservation of historic administrative structures and facilities and 
associated infrastructure. 

Access and Travel Management 
These areas are generally suitable for non-motorized travel and equipment and non-mechanized travel. 
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2.1 Designated, Suitable and Eligible Wild, Scenic and Recreational 
Rivers 
These are river segments that Congress designates under the National Wild and Scenic River Act or that the 
Forest Service has found to be eligible for Congressional designation. Eligible rivers may be studied for 
possible inclusion in the national system. 

MA 2.1 includes the following eligible wild, scenic and recreations river segments: 

Name Potential Classification 

Big Salmon 
Creek wild 

Spotted Bear 
River 

wild from headwaters to Blue Lake; recreation from Blue Lake to 
confluence with South Fork Flathead River 

White River wild 
Danaher River wild 
Little Salmon 
River wild 

Gateway Creek wild 
Yakinikak Creek 

wild from headwater to Trail Creek; scenic segment from 
confluence with Yakinikak Creek to Forest Boundary Trail Creek 

Nokia Creek 

Lebeau Creek wild from headwater to Lebeau RNA boundary; scenic segment is 
from RNA boundary to Forest Boundary 

Logan Creek recreation 
Aeneas Creek scenic 

 

MA 2.1 includes the following designated wild, scenic and recreation river segments: 

Name Classification in miles 

Middle Fork of the Flathead 54 miles recreation; 46 miles wild  
North Fork of the Flathead 37 miles scenic; 21 miles recreation 
South Fork of the Flathead 51 miles wild; 9 miles recreation 

Desired Conditions 
The free-flowing condition, water quality, and outstanding remarkable values that made river segments 
eligible for designation, or for which they were designated, would be protected and perpetuated. 

Eligible or designated wild rivers would be free of impoundments and generally inaccessible except by trail, 
with watersheds or shoreline essentially primitive and waters unpolluted.   

Eligible or designated scenic rivers would be free of impoundments, with shoreline or watersheds still largely 
primitive and undeveloped but accessible in places by roads. 

Eligible or designated recreational rivers would be accessible by road or railroad, may have some shoreline 
development and may have had an impoundment or diversion in the past.   
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Suitability 

Forest Products  
Wild river corridors are generally not suitable for timber harvest.  

Scenic and recreational river corridors are generally not suitable for regularly scheduled timber production; 
however, timber harvesting for multiple-use purposes and to achieve desired vegetation conditions could 
occur.  

Scenic and recreational rivers corridors are generally suitable for salvage logging and the commercial use of 
non-timber forest products. 

Other Uses and Activities 
Scenic and recreational river segments are generally suitable for commercial communication sites or utility 
corridors. 

Access and Travel Management 
Wild river corridors are generally suitable for non-motorized travel.  

Wild river corridors outside of designated wilderness (Lebeau Creek and section of the South Fork of the 
Flathead, Yakinikak Creek) are generally suitable for mechanized travel.  

Scenic and recreational river corridors are generally suitable for wheeled motorized travel on designated 
routes. 

Some scenic and recreational corridors are generally suitable for winter motorized use. Specific routes, and 
areas generally suitable for motorized use by snowmobiles in portions of the management area that are 
identified in the over-snow vehicle use map, are located in the Plan Set of Documents.  

2.2 Backcountry Areas  

Desired Conditions 
Backcountry areas would be natural-appearing with deviations to the landscape not evident.  

Wildlife would continue to use these areas as functioning secure habitat with limited human disturbance.  

The frequency of contact with other users would be low, but there would often be evidence of other users. 
There would be high likelihood of experiencing isolation from the sights and sounds of humans, and 
experience independence, closeness to nature, tranquility and self-reliance on outdoor skills in an 
environment that offers challenge and risk. Signing would be subtle.  

Developed recreation sites would be infrequent and rustic in nature to provide site protection. There would 
be low level of site modification for facilities, with use of native material. 

Suitability 

Forest Products  
Backcountry areas are generally not suitable for regularly scheduled timber production; however, timber 
harvesting for multiple-use purposes and to achieve desired vegetation conditions could occur.   
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Backcountry areas are generally suitable for salvage logging and the commercial use of non-timber forest 
products. 

Other Uses and Activities 
Backcountry areas are generally suitable for small Forest Service radio repeater sites to assist in 
administration.  

Backcountry areas are generally suitable for the use of motorized tools and equipment associated with 
management activities, and for the use of chainsaws by the public.  

Access and Travel Management 
Backcountry areas are generally suitable for non-motorized travel. However, the geographic area desired 
conditions identify and describe several existing motorized routes that are generally suitable for continued 
motorized use in the summer. In addition, some areas are generally suitable for winter motorized use. 
Specific routes and areas suitable for motorized use by snowmobiles in portions of the management area are 
identified in the over-snow vehicle use map in the Plan Set of Documents.  

Backcountry areas are generally suitable for motorized access and use associated with management activities 
that do not require new road construction.  

3.1 Areas under Special Management  

Jewel Basin Hiking Area 
The 15,000-acre Jewel Basin Hiking Area was designated in 1970 as a hiking-only area providing a unique 
recreation experience without motorized, mechanized, or stock use. The area is popular due to its 
accessibility from the valley floor, interconnected trail systems, high elevation experiences, ecological 
values, and abundant lakes and streams.  

Desired Conditions 
The area would provide a recreation experience without motorized, mechanized, or stock use and provide 
high elevation hiking recreation opportunities in a pristine setting. 

A management plan that guides future management would be in place that addresses increased use, 
protection of resources, and desired recreation experience. 

Camp Misery and Clayton Creek would be the primary access points into the Jewel Basin Hiking Area with 
Wheeler Creek and Graves Creek as secondary accesses. 

The area would be natural-appearing. Ecological processes such as plant succession, fire and insect and 
disease activity would function with limited human influence. 

The frequency of contact with other users would be moderate to high depending on season of year. Evidence 
of other users would be noticeable but there would be some opportunities for isolation from the sights and 
sounds of humans, independence, and closeness to nature, tranquility, and self-reliance on outdoor skills in 
an environment that offers challenges and risk.  

Developed sites would be rustic in nature to provide site-protection and interpretation. There would be low to 
moderate level of site modification for facilities, with use of native material.  
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Suitability 

Recreation 
Jewel Basin Hiking Area is generally suitable for outfitting and guiding at existing use levels.  

Forest Products  
Jewel Basin hiking area is generally not suitable for timber harvest or commercial non-forest products.  

Other Uses and Activities 
Jewel Basin Hiking Areas is generally suitable for existing or commercial communication sites or utility 
corridors and small Forest Service communication sites to assist in administration. 

Access and Travel Management 
Jewel Basin Hiking Area is generally suitable for summer hiking and winter skiing and snowshoeing 
recreation opportunities. 

Coram Experimental Forest  
The 8,000-acre Coram Experimental Forest was established in 1932 for forest/ecological research purposes. 
Research studies began in the late 1940s focusing on the influence of even-aged harvest methods. Past 
research on this experimental forest has covered a wide array of subjects ranging from timber production to 
soil and water, wildlife, understory and overstory vegetative development, young stand management, 
artificial and natural regeneration techniques, and social aspects of forest management. More information 
about the relationship of the Coram Experimental Forest to the Coram Research Natural Area and the United 
Nations Biosphere Reserve are located in the Hungry Horse geographic area section in Chapter 1. 

Desired Conditions 
The Coram Experimental Forest would serve as a demonstration area for researchers, educators, forest 
managers, and the public. 

Re-measurement and evaluation of long-term studies would continue as would the collection of baseline 
hydrology and climate information. 

Areas would be provided for studies that would answer future management questions. 

Suitability 

Forest Products  
Coram Experimental Forest is generally not suitable for regulated timber production; however, timber 
harvesting or salvage logging for multiple use purposes and to achieve desired vegetation conditions could 
occur.  

Other Uses and Activities 
Coram Experimental Forest is generally suitable for a small Forest Service radio repeater to assist in 
administration.  

Coram Experimental Forest is generally suitable for a few facilities to provide comfort or interpretation that 
support the research program.  
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Coram Experimental Forest is generally suitable for day uses such as hunting, fishing, berry picking, 
picnicking and wildlife viewing.  

Access and Travel Management 
Coram Experimental Forest is generally suitable for wheeled motorized travel on designated roads and trails. 

Some areas are generally suitable for winter motorized travel. Specific routes and areas suitable for 
motorized use by snowmobiles in portions of the management area are identified on the over-snow vehicle 
use map in the Plan Set of Documents.  

These areas are generally suitable for cross-country over-snow vehicle travel as identified on the over-snow 
vehicle use map in the Plan Set of Documents.  

3.2 Research Natural Areas 
Research Natural Areas (RNAs) are part of a network of representative forest, shrubland, grassland, alpine, 
and wetland habitats; riparian systems; geologic formations; wildlife habitats; or aquatic communities where 
each has special characteristics of scientific importance. RNAs serve as reference areas for evaluating the 
range of natural variation and the impact of management in similar environments. They protect 
representative or key elements of biological diversity at the genetic, species, population, community or 
ecosystem scales. RNAs serve as areas for the study of ecosystems and ecological processes including 
succession and they provide a baseline for measuring ecological change. RNAs also support educational 
activities.  

Desired Conditions 
Each RNA has its own authorization document. Examples of general desired conditions and suitability are 
given here: however, actual desired condition and suitability for individual RNAs are indicated in their 
respective authorization document.  

RNA lands would generally be natural-appearing. Ecological processes such as plant succession, fire and 
insect and disease activity, would function with limited human interaction. 

The frequency of contact with other users would be low, but there would be evidence of other users. There 
would be high likelihood of experiencing isolation from the sights and sounds of humans, independence, and 
closeness to nature, tranquility, and self-reliance on outdoor skills in an environment that offers challenge 
and risk. Signing would generally be subtle.  

Developed recreation sites would be infrequent and rustic in nature to provide site protection. There would 
be low level of site modification for facilities, with use of native material. 

RNAs would serve as areas for the study of ecosystems and ecological processes including succession and 
baseline areas for measuring ecological change. 

Suitability 

Forest Products  
RNAs are generally not suitable for timber harvest.  

These areas are generally suitable for management activities that restore conditions that the RNA was 
designated to represent. 
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Other Uses and Activities 
RNAs are generally suitable for portable Forest Service communication sites for administrative use. 

RNAs are generally suitable for the observation and study of undisturbed, unique habitats and non-
manipulative research. 

Access and Travel Management 
RNAs are generally suitable for non-motorized travel with limited motorized travel to meet administrative, 
research and educational objectives. 

Some areas are generally suitable for winter motorized use. Specific routes are generally suitable for 
motorized use by snowmobiles in portions of the management area is identified on the over-snow vehicle use 
map in the Plan Set of Documents.  

3.3 Mixed-Use, Low Intensity  

Desired Conditions 
Areas of low intensity, mixed-use emphasis would have a predominately natural-appearing environment in 
which landscape character appears slightly altered.  

Contact between users would be low to moderate depending on season of year and evidence of other users 
would be noticeable. There would be some isolation from the sights and sounds of humans, and opportunities 
would exist to have a high degree of interaction with the natural environment. 

There would be opportunities for both motorized and non-motorized recreation.  

Developed recreation sites would be rustic in nature to provide site protection. There would be low to 
moderate level of site modification for facilities, with use of native material. 

In addition to an assortment of recreational opportunities, lands in low intensity mixed-use areas would 
provide fish and wildlife habitat, and a variety of other goods and services. 

There would be opportunity for small scale mineral exploration and development. 

Grizzly Bear core area would provide secure habitat.  

Suitability 

Forest Products  
These areas are generally not suitable for regularly scheduled timber production, although timber harvesting 
for multiple use purposes and to achieve desired vegetation conditions could occur.  

These areas are generally suitable for salvage logging and commercial use of non-timber forest products.  

Other Uses and Activities 
These areas are generally suitable for commercial communication sites or utility corridors. 

Access and Travel Management 

These areas are generally suitable for wheeled motorized travel on designated roads, trails and areas. 
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Some areas are generally suitable for winter motorized use. Specific routes and areas suitable for motorized 
use by snowmobiles in portions of the management area are identified on the over-snow vehicle use map in 
the Plan Set of Documents.  

This area is generally suitable for low levels of temporary road construction or relocation of existing roads 
for environmental improvement.  

4.1 Active Management, Low to Moderate Intensity  

Desired Conditions 

MA 4.1A (Active Management, Low Intensity) 
These lands would have a mixed-use emphasis with low intensity active management for regularly scheduled 
timber production. 

These lands would be characterized by a modified natural environment in which landscapes character 
appears moderately altered. Vegetation management activities, road management, and other developments 
may begin to dominate the landscape character and be compatible with the landscape character being viewed. 

Contact between users would be moderate depending on the season of the year and evidence of other users 
would be noticeable with moderate frequency of contact between users.  

Developed recreation facilities would provide for user comfort and convenience. There would be moderate 
level of site modification for facilities, with use of native material. 

There would be opportunities for both motorized and non-motorized recreation opportunities.  

In addition to an assortment of recreational opportunities, and a low level of timber production, these lands 
would provide fish and wildlife habitat and a variety of other goods and services. 

There would be opportunity for small scale mineral exploration and development. 

Grizzly Bear core area would provide secure habitat. 

MA 4.1B (Active Management, Moderate Intensity) 
These lands would have a mixed-use emphasis with moderate intensity active management for regularly 
scheduled timber production. 

Active management areas would be characterized by a modified natural environment in which landscape 
character appears moderately altered. Vegetation management activities, road management, and other 
developments may begin to dominate the landscape character being viewed.  

Contact between users would be moderate depending on the season of the year and evidence of other users 
would be noticeable with moderate frequency of contact between users.  

Developed recreation facilities would provide for user comfort and convenience. There would be moderate 
level of site modification for facilities, with use of native material. 

There would be opportunities for both motorized and non-motorized recreation opportunities with motorized 
use being more common. Designated open roads and trails would provide commercial access and roaded 
recreation and motorized opportunities, including access to high use recreation sites.  
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Some motorized travel would be on higher standard roads, and developed facilities for motorized travel and 
parking could be available. Closed roads would sometimes provide for non-motorized and mechanized 
recreation opportunities.  

In addition to an assortment of recreational opportunities, and a moderate level of timber production, these 
lands would provide fish and wildlife habitat and a variety of other goods and services. 

There would be opportunity for small scale mineral exploration and development. 

Suitability 

Forest Products  
Active vegetation management areas (MA 41.a and b) are generally suitable for regularly scheduled timber 
production.  

Active vegetation management areas are generally suitable for salvage logging and the commercial use of 
non-timber forest products.  

Other Uses and Activities 
These areas are generally suitable for commercial communication sites or utility corridors. 

Access and Travel Management 
These areas are generally suitable for wheeled motorized travel on designated roads and trails.  

Some areas are generally suitable for winter motorized use. Specific routes and areas suitable for motorized 
use by snowmobiles in portions of the management area are identified on the over-snow vehicle use map in 
the Plan Set of Documents.  

4.1b areas are generally suitable for permanent and temporary road construction or relocation of existing 
roads for environmental improvement.  

5.1 Active Management, High Intensity  

Desired Conditions 
High Intensity Active management areas may be characterized by a moderately to heavily modified natural 
environment. Vegetation management activities, road building, and other developments may begin to 
strongly dominate the landscape character.  

Contact between users would be moderate depending on the season of the year and evidence of other users 
would be noticeable with high frequency of contact between users.  

Developed recreation facilities would provide user comfort and convenience. There would be moderate to 
high level of site modification for facilities, with use of native and synthetic material. 

Designated open roads and trails would provide commercial access and roaded recreation and motorized 
opportunities, including access to high use recreation sites. Motorized travel would generally be on higher 
standard roads and developed facilities for motorized travel and parking could be available. Closed roads 
would sometimes provide non-motorized and mechanized recreation opportunities.  
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These areas would be characterized by coniferous forests where the potential to grow timber is high and 
regularly scheduled harvests of commercial timber are feasible.  

Suitability 

Forest Products  
Active vegetation management areas are generally suitable for regularly scheduled timber production.   

Active vegetation management areas are generally suitable for salvage logging and the commercial use of 
non-timber forest products.  

Other Uses and Activities 
Active vegetation management areas are generally suitable for commercial communication sites or utility 
corridors. 

Access and Travel Management 
Active vegetation management areas are generally suitable for wheeled motorized travel on designated roads 
and trails.  

Some areas are generally suitable for winter motorized use. Specific routes and areas suitable for motorized 
use by snowmobiles in portions of the management area are identified on the over-snow vehicle use map in 
the Plan Set of Documents.  

These areas are generally suitable for permanent and temporary road construction or relocation of existing 
roads for environmental improvement.  

5.2 Residential and Forest Intermix 
Residential and forest intermix areas are characterized by public lands intermingled with private lands, in 
places where developed residential use and other private uses adjoin National Forest System lands.  

Desired Conditions 
Residential and forest intermix areas would be characterized by a modified natural environment. Vegetation 
management activities, road building, and other developments may begin to dominate the landscape 
character and be compatible with the landscape character being viewed.  

Contact between users would be moderate depending on season of year and evidence of other users would be 
noticeable. Sights and sounds of humans would be readily apparent and the frequency of contact between 
users would be moderate. 

Developed recreation facilities would be rustic in nature to for user comfort and site protection. There would 
be low to moderate level of site modification for facilities, with use of native and synthetic material. 

Designated open roads and trails would provide commercial access and roaded user opportunities, including 
access to high use recreation sites; however recreation opportunities involving overnight stays would not be 
common. Motorized travel would generally be on higher standard roads, and developed facilities for 
motorized travel and parking could be available. Closed roads could provide non-motorized and mechanized 
recreational opportunities.  
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Suitability 

Forest Products  
Residential and forest intermix areas are generally not suitable for regularly scheduled timber production, 
although timber harvesting for multiple-use purposes and to achieve desired vegetation conditions could 
occur.  

These areas are generally suitable for salvage logging and the commercial use of non-timber forest products.  

Other Uses and Activities 
These areas are generally suitable for commercial communication sites or utility corridors. 

Access and Travel Management 
These areas are generally suitable for wheeled motorized travel on designated roads and trails.  

Some areas are generally suitable for winter motorized use. Specific routes and areas suitable for motorized 
use by snowmobiles in portions of the management area are identified on the over-snow vehicle use map in 
the Plan Set of Documents.  

These areas are generally suitable for permanent and temporary road construction. Relocation of existing 
roads for environmental improvement would be considered. 

6.1 High Use Recreation Use Areas 
High Use recreation complexes or use areas would typically have an element that attracts or encourages 
public use such as reservoir, skiing terrain, campground or trail system. Additional surrounding terrain would 
also be included in the management area.  

Examples of high use recreation complexes or use areas include: 

• Four-season sports area 

• Hiking trail system with a developed trailhead facility 

• Developed campground 

• Lake or reservoir with combination of developed and dispersed recreation 

• Groomed snowmobile trail system with associated trailhead facilities 

Desired Conditions 
High use recreation complexes would be characterized by a modified natural environment. Management 
activities, road building and other developments would begin to strongly dominate the landscape character 
and would be compatible with the landscape character being viewed.  

Contact between users would be moderate to high depending on season of the year and the evidence of other 
users would be noticeable with high frequency of contact between users. Sights and sounds of humans would 
be readily apparent.  

Developed recreation facilities would provide for user comfort and convenience. There would be moderate to 
high level of site modification for facilities using native and synthetic materials.  
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Motorized travel would be on higher standard roads and developed facilities for motorized travel and parking 
would be available.   

There would be evidence of management necessary to address issues of public safety, health and general user 
enjoyment such as those connected with recreational shooting on National Forest lands.  

Suitability 

Recreation 
These areas are suitable for developed recreation opportunities with multiple facilities designed for use by 
large number of users. Facilities may be designed for user comfort and convenience.  

Forest Products  
High use recreation complexes are generally not suitable for regularly scheduled timber production, although 
timber harvesting for multiple use purposes and to achieve desired vegetation conditions could occur.  

High use recreation complexes are generally suitable for salvage logging and non-commercial use of non-
timber forest products.  

Other Uses and Activities 
Active vegetation management areas are generally suitable for commercial communication sites or utility 
corridors. 

Access and Travel Management 
These areas are generally suitable for wheeled motorized use on designated roads and trails.  

Some areas are suitable for winter motorized use. Specific routes and areas suitable for motorized use by 
snowmobiles in portions of the management area are identified on the over-snow vehicle use map in the Plan 
Set of Documents. 
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