
YOU CAN HELP!

Enjoy the intrigue of discovering an 
archaeological site or finding an artifact left 
by ancient people.  But please, do not remove 
artifacts or disturb archaeological sites in 
any way.   These   remains   are  fragile  and  NON-
REWABLE. Once they are gone, they can never be 
replaced. Help your public land  managers to 
care  for  our shared  human history by leaving 
artifacts where they are found and notifying 
your agency archaeologist of your finding. 
Future generations will thank you when  
they too get an opportunity to experience the 
excitement of learning about people who came 
before us. 

The   United    States    Congress    has   
long  recognized the value of protecting 
and preserving archaeological resources 
beginning with the A ntiquities Act passed 
in 1906. The Archaeological Resources 
Protection Act and Federal regulations 
prohibit the removal of artifacts, excavation, 
damage, alteration, or defacement of 
archaeological resources on public lands. 
Engaging in these activities can result in 
imprisonment and fines up to 10 years and 
$100,000.  

You just might be surprised. Finding an artifact or discovering an 
archaeological site can be a very exciting experience. Some people are 
tempted to take the artifact home with them, thinking that removing 
only one or two artifacts causes little harm. Others may think that it is 
their right to remove artifacts from public lands, but these activities are 
illegal. Ancient ruins and artifacts on public lands are held in trust for 
all Americans--past, present, and future, to learn from and enjoy. As this 
display shows, even small artifacts like stone arrows or pieces of bone 
can provide valuable clues to the age and function of an archaeological 
site. 

Check out some of the methods used by archeologists to study the past. 
Many of these were developed within the last century. New technologies 
are constantly being introduced and old methods refined with scientific 
advancements. Who knows what the future might hold for the study of 
past cultures.

ARCHAEOLOGY HAS
A STORY TO TELL

Reconstructed Ceramic Rim

How would you feel to find the last chapter of a novel you were 
reading missing? If it were an exciting book you would probably be 
very disappointed.  This is what archaeologists encounter when 
they try to study a site that has been collected or vandalized 
by people. It may seem harmless to take an artifact from a site, 
but it is like removing pieces of a puzzle or pages from a book. It 
does not take long before valuable information is lost from a 
site forever. 

How much can we learn
from a single artifact?

METHODS USED TO
UNDERSTAND THE PAST

Study of Plant and Animal Remains

Study of Stone Tools


