
To: Rodney Seigel, Executive Director, The Institute for Bird Populations 
RE: Review of “Draft Conservation Strategy for the California Spotted Owl, Version 1.0” 

Generally, I found the proposed strategy document to be quite good. I was pleased with the 
description of the dynamics of the ecosystem (with the significant focus on fire) and the current 
and potential problems created by past management practices and the changing climate. I also 
found the proposed strategies and management to be reasonable and well thought out. I do 
offer some minor suggestions for some areas to tweak for more clarity or accuracy. I have 
included these as comments in the document itself. 

I was confused by the geographic area that the strategy is intended to cover. I think it should 
be made clearer as to the geographic area intended to be referenced. Different folks have 
described various areas as the Sierra Nevada Bioregion. Sometimes this includes only the Sierra 
Nevada as defined geologically and sometimes it is a much broader area as described by SNEP or 
Long et al. 2014 PSW-GTR-247. At times it appears the southern Cascade Range is intended to 
be included, yet most literature cited is Sierra Nevada centric and much Cascade literature is 
not cited. 

Here are some references I did not see cited that I believe are relevant to the discussion. 
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