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Inside Pages: Smokey Bear makes an appearance to the delight of 
children at a gathering on the Willamette National Forest in 1980. 

The USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

Cover: Racing ahead while enjoying a momentarily empty trail 
during a Latino Outdoors event on the Deschutes National Forest.  

All photos credited to the U.S. Forest Service unless otherwise specified.



From Smokey Bear, Woodsy Owl, Paula Bunyan and Digger Bear, we’ve long relied 
upon the magic and wonder that can be found where reality meets imagination.

In the space where good stories get made to be told, the story of Smokey Bear is 
one of the greatest.  With a lack of available fire fighters and the very real threat 
of firestorms caused by Japanese launched balloon bombs, the Forest Service 
desperately needed a way to warn Americans about the dangers of wildfire during 
World War II.  Starting with colorful posters it didn’t take long before Smokey Bear was 
there; first in print reminding us to care in 1944, and later in 1950 as a real, live bear cub 
who was rescued with singed paws and burnt legs after a wildfire in New Mexico.

Capturing the hearts and minds of children across the ages, Smokey has served and 
still serves as a living reminder of the goodness and innocence that can still be found 
within all of us.  For the ability to prevent wildfires and to inspire childlike wonder does 
not solely rest with hat wearing bears, but also with the Forest Service employees who 
are proud to wear the badge and who strive to live the shield.

some words
FROM THE EDITOR



hitting the trail with

LATINO OUTDOORS
Kathryn Dawson; Editor, Pacific Northwest Region

Meeting up for the trip of a lifetime, an excited group of parents, family members and children of all ages 
joined Latino Outdoors of Central Oregon for a guided and interpretive hike to Tumalo Falls.

Located just outside of Bend on the Deschutes National Forest, the Tumalo Falls trailhead can be a busy 
and intimidating place for those who don’t spend much time outdoors.  But thanks to the efforts of 
people like Zavier ‘Zavi’ Borja, groups like Latino Outdoors have been making inroads in helping people 
to feel more comfortable with being outside and using their public lands.



LATINO OUTDOORS

“This is our second outing,” Zavi explained as the 
group made their way up the trail.  “It’s a good 
baby step, a good beginning, and that’s why I 
chose this [place]; because you drive up, you see 
a beautiful waterfall, and you can go up another 
two miles and see Double Falls.”

As everybody hiked together on the way up 
to Double Falls, the conversation tuned to the 
future; of mountain biking, rock climbing and 
camping.

“On the first outing I was kind of picking their 
brains,” said Zavi.  “What would you like to see 
from this type of program?  

“And they wanted an introduction to camping,” 
he said.  “We’re afraid.  We don’t know how to, 
or what we might need.”

But that’s the beauty of having these kind 
of group events, because they encourage 
conversation, curiosity and discovery that, when 
done right, can lead to a lifetime love of all things 
outdoors.

“And for me that’s the greatest thing,” Zavi 
concluded as the group bounded toward the 
waterfall. “I just want to get more folks in 
outdoor spaces and to feel comfortable.  
To know that it’s here, and that it’s just as 
much theirs as it is anybody else’s.”

For more information: http://latinooutdoors.org

Clockwise: 
1) The excitement of deciding which trail to use 
first keeps three kids glued to the map at Tumalo 
Falls; 2) Getting ideas for what to do next time, 
two members of the group talk about coming 
back and bringing their mountain bikes; 3) 
Open to hikers of all ages and abilities, Latino 
Outdoors attracts a diverse group as they stop 
and talk at the river; 4) The hikers get a lesson in 
Leave No Trace ethics as part of the experience.



Clockwise:
1) As the group’s leader Zavi Borja 
makes sure everyone is having a good 
time; 2) Smiles and bunny ears make for 
a memorable hike; 3) Leaning in to get a 
better look at the 97 foot falls; 4) Tumalo 
Falls and viewing platform as viewed 
from further down the trail; 5) A gentle 
and easy 0.25 mile hike, the viewing 
platform above the falls is handicapped 
accessible and provides for fantastic 
views of the falls and creek bed below.



Above:
Topping off the hike are million dollar views that can 
be had for the price of a daily recreation pass - or for 
free, for all 4th graders and their families, with a pass 
from the Every Kid Outdoors program.
https://everykidoutdoors.gov

https://everykidoutdoors.gov


bucking it out:

WILDERNESS STYLE
Kassidy Kern; Public Affairs Specialist, Deschutes National Forest

With a raft of winter and spring storms there was plenty of trail to clear in the Mt. Jefferson Wilderness this 
season, but one giant and downed Douglas fir proved to be the crosscut saw exercise of a lifetime.

Blocking the ever popular Jefferson Lake Trail, a plan was quickly put into place to have a crew cut out a section 
of the tree, and Deschutes and Willamette National Forest employees were eager to show how using so-called 
primitive tools like the crosscut saw could still be a viable choice, even after all of these years.

Lighter weight, nonmechanized and easy to transport, crosscut saws don’t use fuel and were once used extensively 
across the Forest Service system.  And for the group of ten Forest Service employees and volunteers led by McKenzie 
River Trail Crew Leader Wayne Chevalier, it was the tool of choice for a six hour exercise in effectiveness.

“It was an impressive effort, a true group project and I applaud leadership for giving us the nod to take care of 
this Wilderness tree the way it should be - by using the minimum necessary,” Acting Wilderness Specialist Drew 
Peterson said.  “If you get the opportunity, take a hike in and experience this tree,” he continued.  “The scale is 
impressive, and the bucked piece alone weighs an estimated 8,000 lbs!”

For trail information: https://go.usa.gov/xVWU9



Clockwise: 
1) Ten smiling faces after six solid hours of 
work  in the Wilderness; 2) Crosscut saws 
weigh less than chainsaws and don’t require 
fuel; 3) Weighing an estimated 8,000 lbs 
the newly bucked out piece is taller than a 
person; 4) Standing on top of the downed 
tree, a participant observes while two others 
take their turn with a crosscut saw.



from indonesia to oregon:

KNOWLEDGE SHARING
Chiara Cipriano; Public Affairs Specialist, Willamette National Forest

Wanting to learn how the U.S. Forest Service collaborates with different partners and scientists, high 
ranking government officials from the country of Indonesia visited the Pacific Northwest recently for a 
one week, hands-on tour of various project sites across the region.

An active timber sale on the McKenzie River Ranger District, a river floodplain restoration project and a 
visit to the H.J. Andrews Experimental Forest were all in good order for the group’s visit to the Willamette 
National Forest. The group also visited the Regional Office and the Pacific Northwest Research Station 
where they exchanged information and discussed how programs are structured and funded. 



The Governor from the Province of Aceh, 
Island of Sumatra, the Director of Human 
Resources for the Ministry of Environment 
and Forestry, (MOEF) a specialist from the 
U.S. Agency for International Development in 
Indonesia (USAID) and specialists from various 
ministry and provincial forestry offices were all 
in attendance along with representatives from 
the Eugene Water and Electric Board as they 
spent time with our scientists, specialists and 
other Forest Service staff in learning how we all 
work together in managing the forests “for the 
greatest good.”

Showcasing the essential roles of science and 
collaboration, the delegation visited a river 
restoration project on the South Fork of the 
McKenzie, where partners are helping to reopen 
and restore a historic floodplain.  They visited 
an active timber sale and learned first hand 
about skyline logging, implementation and 
monitoring, and at each step along the way they 
talked about the recreation benefits that good 
forest management can provide.  

With conversations about stakeholder and 
partner collaboration, watershed councils and 
the many, many challenges of managing a 
diverse workforce there was plenty for people 
from both countries to talk about, and by the 
end of the trip everyone was all smiles as they 
made their way back to the McKenzie River 
Ranger Station.

Clockwise: 
1) Tracy Beck talks forest management 
with a visitor from the Indonesian 
delegation; 2) Getting out the cut with 
Galen Anderson and a visit to an 
active timber sale; 3) Johan Hogervorst 
uses a map to point out the changes 
in a cooperative floodplain restoration 
project; 4) Chiara Cipriano poses with a 
smiling and happy Indonesian visitor.



looking back:
While women have always been a part of our storied 
Forest Service history, there have been a number of 
employees from the Pacific Northwest Region who 
have made history in their own right.  

Let’s take a look back through our Greensheet 
newsletter archive to see just how much has changed 
and when those changes started happening.

women in history

September 21st, 1979 March 7th, 1980

April 16th, 1982



April 16th, 1982

October 2nd, 1981

July 8th, 1983

Fracncis Lufkin, who helped pioneer the 
art of smokekumping, donned his old red 
canvas jumpsuit for this historic photo with 
Deanne Shulman, first woman smokejumper 
in Forest Service history.
Photo by Sheela McLean, Methow Valley News

February 15th, 1985

1979 2019
Celebrating over 40 years of Women’s Forest Service History



Digger

BEAR
by Jimmye Turner

p r e v i o u s  i s s u e

Where
IN THE REGION

Last issue’s Where in the Region photo was of the dramatically named 
Devil’s Churn, which is a deep oceanside chasm that’s part of the 
Cape Perpetua Scenic Area of Oregon’s Siuslaw National Forest. 

For over thousands of years the ocean has battered this basalt 
shoreline, and what started out as a deep sea cave now exists as 
a narrow inlet that grows to more than 80 feet in width where it 
meets the Pacific Ocean. With volcanic terraced tidepools and 
wind sculpted spruce the views never disappoint, but the pounding, 
exploding waters can shoot hundreds of feet into the air during high 
tide and during wild, winter storms.

Wheelchair accessible to the lower overlook of the Trail of the 
Restless Waters, Devil’s Churn accessible by foot and is located just 
north of the Cape Perpetua Visitor Center along Highway 101. With 
a viewing platform right off of the highway it can be a great place to 
look for rainbows, but visitors are advised to be cautious and to be 
aware of the changes in tides.

For more information on Devil’s Churn: http://go.usa.gov/xVDGE
Photo Credit: Nicole June on Flickr - https://bit.ly/2W42cwc

mailto:jlturner%40fs.fed.us?subject=Digger%20Bear%20-%20R6Update
http://go.usa.gov/xVDGE
https://bit.ly/2W42cwc


Where

Maia Enzer
maia.enzer@usda.gov
503.808.2240

Acting Director of Communications and Community Engagement Editor
Kathryn Dawson
kathryndawson@fs.fed.us
503.808.2241

A picture can say a thousand words, and within every picture is a story.

From the shores of every ocean to the back of every office, our workdays 
are often filled with the types of stories that could only happen with the 
USDA Forest Service.

We'd love to help you share, so to make it easy we've simplified our 
submission guidelines:

While we may not be able to run everything, we'd love to see what 
you've got, so reach out and contact us today at r6update@fs.fed.us  

1) Pictures: action shots of people, especially in uniform; use   
                     highest quality and file size available

2) People: direct quotes and permission from non-employees 

Employee and stakeholder news from the Office of Communication
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Forest Service storytellers keeping an eye out for the greatest good.
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Where
IN THE REGION

O r e g o n  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  Q u a r t e r l y  P h o t o  C o n t e s t
r 6 u p d a t e @ f s . f e d . u s

Houses for Rangers
are now homes for employees; 
East of Klamath Falls

Click here to submit your answer!
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