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T h e Soil Burn Severity (SBS) Map is d erived from  satellite im agery and m od ified by agency soil sc ientists follow ing
aerial reconnaissance and field  verification.  It is a rapid  assessm ent that d isplays the d istribution of soil burn
severities.  Consid er th e provisional nature of the inform ation before using it for dec isions th at c oncern personal
or public safety or the c onduc t of business th at involves m onetary or operational c onsequences. More inform ation
m ay be obtained from  US Forest Service Soil Scientist Eric Nicita at (530) 621-5290.
Soil Burn Severity Classes
Unburned – Soil and  ground cover are unaffected by fire.
Low – Ground cover is reduced  but largely intac t; soil structure is unc h anged.
Moderate – Up to 80% of pre-fire ground cover m ay be consum ed; near-surface soil struc ture c h anges m ay h ave
oc curred.  Falling need les m ay help restore effective ground  c over relatively quic k ly.  
High– Nearly all of pre-fire ground  c over consum ed; soil struc ture is less stable or destroyed.  
Bare soil is susceptible to erosion.   
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