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Thinking Like a Landscape

Providing for a shared vision to address complex conservation challenges
on the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests

inable clean and abundant water |
- Greater protection for communities from wildfire
- Awakened and strengthened connection to the land for all people

For more information:
Visit our website at http://tinyurl.com/ThinkingLikeALandscape
Contacts: Mike Brod, mbrod@fs.fed.us, (770) 297-3090

Judy Toppins, jrtoppins@fs.fed.us, (770) 297-3061
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Landscapes ,

Cohutta Landscape - 69,886 acres - is made up of 35,500 acres of Wilderness - half of the
landscape, and has few roads compared to other areas of the forest. Hardwoods dominate,
and it is a favorite destination for backcountry recreationers with more than 100 miles of
hiking and horse trails. It includes a portion of the Cohutta WMA.

Landscape Chattahoochee-Oconee

Escarpment Landscape - 48,243 acres - is a unique area home to hardwood forests, mountain streams, lakes and diverse animal and plant

habitats. Steep gorges, cool, clear, high-gradient streams and waterfalls occur in this rough, dissected landscape which is home to the Cohutta USD A
Congressionally-designated Wild and Scenic Chattooga River. 4% of the landscape is Wilderness, and it includes the Warwoman WMA, the Bartram Escarpment = I

Trail, the largest rare Table Mountain Pine community in the state, and the highest mean rainfall on the forest. @ rootns Mm' e ol

High Mountains ~ Forest Service
Foothills Landscape - 143,419 acres - stretches across the Chattahoochee N Lower Piedmont

reduced to foothills. Shortleaf pine and pitch pine forests are the dominan Ridge and Valley
landscape. The area offers a plethora of recreation opportunities, with Toccoa River
recreation sites, and includes a portion of the Cohutta WMA. @D Upper Piedmont

High Mountains Landscape - 244,320 acres - is home to some of the hi —
world. It has more acres of high elevation (3000+ ft) than any other Iandscape with sor ! !

than a quarter of this landscape is Wilderness, with the entire length of the Appala
dominated by hardwood forests, predominantly dry-mesic oak forests. It includes the Chattahoochee, Chestatee and Swallow Creek
portion of the Blue Ridge WMA.

Lower Piedmont Landscape - 116,328 acres - includes the entire Oconee National Forest with lower elevations and less precipitation than the other
landscapes, and is made up mostly of pine for&ets It offers bount|ful W|IdI|fe mcludmg many game species and the federally endangered Red

per acre. Diverse recreatlon opportunities include camping, fishing, hunting, recreational shootlng and
motonzed tralls It includes the Redlands and Cedar Creek WMAs.

) aIIey Landscape - 64,702 acres - is part of what is sometimes called the Great Valley in Georgia, and is a relatively low-lying region
characterized by a series of narrow, steep ridges separated by wide, flat valleys. Its diverse habitats contain many unique species of terrestrial and
aquatic flora and fauna, including mountain longleaf pine. Pine or pine-hardwood make up half of the landscape, and visitors enjoy more than 100
miles of hiking, biking and horse trails here. It includes the cooperatively managed John’s Mountain WMA.

Toccoa River Landscape - 136,932 acres - has high elevations and big rivers. Wilderness makes up 8.5% of the landscape. The majority of the
landscape is hardwood forest type, with white pine making up 13%. There are more than 100 miles of trails, including the forest’s only canoe trail.
It includes the Coopers Creek and Rich Mountain WMAs and a portion of the Blue Ridge WMA. The landscape is home to the only known breeding
record of the rare Golden-winged Warbler in the state.

Upper Piedmont Landscape - 43,836 acres - is part of a rolling, hilly, transitional area between the mostly mountainous ecoregions of the
Appalachians and the relatively flat coastal plain. Almost half of the landscape is made up of shortleaf pine forests with the rest hardwood and mixed
pine-hardwood. The only population of Smooth Coneflower on the forest and a substantial population of Georgia Aster are among a large variety of
threatened, endangered and at-risk species found in this landscape, which also has a large number of miles of impaired streams. Home to the Lake
Russell WMA, recreation opportunities are numerous in this small landscape that offers easy access with numerous roads and 50 miles of trails.
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