
Anan Wildlife Observatory

Viewing Deck Replacement Project



History



Undated Photo; Pre- 1987 (note tree)



Undated Photo, Pre 1989 – (Note Chain Link Fence)



Undated Photo – Pre 1989



Upper Deck Construction; 1989



Upper Deck Completed 1989



Viewing from Upper Deck 
Undated (1989-1992)



Looking Upstream
Undated (1989-1992)



Original Benches (removed later)



Lower Deck Construction, 1993



Lower Deck, 1993



Stairway to Photo blind
1999



Anan Wildlife Observatory
Undated (early 2000’s)



Anan Wildlife Observatory, Undated Photo
(Pre Hazard tree removal)



Anan Wildlife Observatory
Viewed from across Anan Creek
(Pre hazard Tree Removal)



Hazard Tree
(undated photo)



Undated Photo – (Post Hazard Tree Removal)



The journey to consider before using the outhouse
(undated photo)



The journey back to the deck after using the outhouse…
…is that a bear?



…just might be!



Anan Construction Contract 
2017



Entrance to upper level deck; constructed 2017



Toilet attached to deck
(within railing)



How did we get 
here?



In 2015, the Wrangell 
Ranger District prepared 
the Anan Wildlife 
Observatory Recreation 
Site Master Plan.  

Originally planned for 5-
10 years out, the 2017 
construction contract 
revealed further structural 
issues indicating 
replacement may need to 
occur within 5 years. 



In the Spring of 2017, the Wrangell District prepared the Design 
Narrative for replacing the Anan Wildlife Observatory.  The 
document identified the detailed design criteria used to move 
forward with planning.  



Design Criteria
Overall design to minimize the structure and thereby emphasize the 

natural environment.  Use traditional forms that match with other Anan 
structures and the surrounding natural environment.

Maximize bear circulation around structure to encourage 360 degree 
viewing opportunities

Use materials that minimize annual maintenance needs and also reduce 
the potential to attract chewing by bears

Locate toilet to minimize its visibility and maximize privacy when 
entering/leaving the toilet building

Rebuild foundation for lower viewing area (photo blind) to reduce 
maintenance while maintaining fish passage (working with ADFG to 
coordinate).

Move existing observatory shelter to the trailhead?



Technology
(not a consideration
in existing structure)



Existing Photo Blind Stairway
(obstruction of viewing opportunities)



Anan Shelter
(Solid walls taking up prime viewing area)



Anan Deck Replacement
Preliminary Conceptual Designs

January 2018

















Anan Observatory 
Replacement 

Conceptual Design
March 2018











 Moves outhouse to avoid known 
bear trail

 Alters shelter shape to avoid 
“square”

 Moves shelter location to avoid 
upstream views and photographic 
opportunities

 Proposes “half walls” for shelter to 
provide  extra storage/seating/wind 
protection



Don’t be shy….



Please tell us what you think!


